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Haaz Sleiman to the Rescue  
Actor talks visibility, his gay Marvel kiss and why he 
wants to play James Bond 
By Chris Azzopardi

      Actor Haaz Sleiman is on a mission 
to take part in stories that broaden the 
pool of queer perspectives on the 
screen. And if you already know his 
work, you know he’s on a roll. 

For “The Son,” an episode of 
Apple TV+’s acclaimed anthology 
centered on the immigrant experience, 
Little America, Sleiman portrayed a gay 
Syrian refugee trying to gain asylum in 
the United States after his father 
brutally condemns him for kissing a 
man. Sleiman must be doing something  
right: The episode has been banned in 
10 Arab countries and in Russia.

Then, in writer-director Mike 
Mosallam’s indie rom-com Breaking 
Fast, which is currently seeking wider 
distribution while also making its virtual 
Pride rounds this summer, Sleiman 
plays a gay Muslim Arab navigating life, 
love and loss in West Hollywood during 
Ramadan. 

But the queer storytelling mission 
that’s so important to Sleiman, who has 
also starred in Nurse Jackie, 24, 

Veronica Mars, The Good Wife and 
Jack Ryan, will reach towering heights 
when he plays the husband of gay 
superhero Phastos in Marvel’s The 
Eternals, due in theaters in early 2021. 

Here, Sleiman talks about telling 
stories that are long overdue, how 
Madonna’s sex-positivity influenced 
him as a gay man, and why he makes a 
convincing straight guy onscreen. 

Chris Azzopardi: After “The Son” 
aired, what kind of feedback did you 
get from LGBTQ immigrants whose 
experiences were similar to Rafiq?
Haaz Sleiman: I am so grateful for 
amazing, positive feedback on 
Instagram, just comments thanking me 
and saying they felt seen. The 
importance of what we do, and 
storytelling and television itself, is that 
you can feel like if your story is being 
told, you matter somehow. It was really 
just very gratifying. 

By the way, the lovely gentleman I 
got to portray, Shadi Ismail, was floored 

by how it came out and felt it was 
exactly what he went through. He was 
in tears. So, for me, I’m just very happy 
with the way it came out and how 
LGBTQ people have been receiving it. 
This is a story that should’ve been told 
a long time ago; it’s long overdue. 
We’re finally getting it, and I really think 
it’s about time. 

CA: Regarding representation, who 
did you look up to as a gay boy who 
grew up in Lebanon?  
HS: Great question. I grew up in 
Lebanon in the ’80s – there were a lot 
less options. And also, I was in 
Lebanon, so it’s even more limited 
there. So just one word: Madonna. She 
was really it. Now, in all my interviews, 
Madonna comes up. (Laughs.) But she 
was that for me. She really represented 
hope for me. She was really the first 
person who actually told me that I was 
OK, that nothing is wrong with me; she 
gave me hope that, yeah, I can actually 
have a bright future for myself, and I 
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can get what I want, and that 
there’s nothing wrong with that. As a 
gay kid, I really loved strong women, 
and so in that sense it made sense I 
looked up to her. I was inspired by her 
and really, honestly, if I didn’t have 
Madonna in my life as a child I don’t 
know if I would’ve been able to survive.

CA: In “The Son,” Rafiq’s friend, 
Zain, is a Kelly Clarkson fanboy and 
finds comfort in her song 
“Breakaway.” What’s a song that 
kept you going during your time as a 
gay man living in Lebanon?
HS: I was a very interesting child, I 
guess you could say. An old soul. So I 
always heard people being like, “What’s 
wrong with Haaz? He needs to be like 
normal children. He needs to play with 
children.” I never understood that. I felt 
bad about that. The reason I’m saying 
all of that is because it also applies to 
what I’m about to tell you. 

I think I was kind of sophisticated 
in the sense that I really was a feminist 
when I was a kid. And I don’t know why 
but I really had a strong empathy for 
women. I really cared about them. 
Whenever I would see that women are 
not treated fairly or equally, it really 
upset me. So, for me, the songs that 
really moved me and affected me are 
when Madonna would sing lyrics about 
doing things that women are not 
supposed to do, and her breaking the 
rules and her being so rebellious in the 
sense that, yeah, I’m gonna have sex 

with this guy and I’m gonna be so 
happy about it and I’m not gonna feel 
any shame the next day. Whenever 
Madonna was equal to men, whether 
it’s in her lyrics, in her music, that’s 
what really empowered me because I 
saw, through her, that I can be like that 
as a gay man. That’s really what 
inspired me and empowered me the 
most. 
      I would say a lot of her sexual 
songs do that for me. I’m a very sexual 
person and I’m a big flirt and it’s just 
something natural for me; it’s second 
nature. So I flirt with women, I flirt with 
men; it doesn’t matter. And, for me, 
anytime she was free and uninhibited in 
expressing her sexuality in her songs 
that was very empowering, because in 
Lebanon and in most Arab countries 
sex is a shameful subject to talk about. 

CA: You’ve been open about being, 
as you’ve said, a “total bottom.” But 
at the same time, you’ve 
acknowledged that being so sexually 
transparent could hinder you career-
wise. Why do you think that would 
affect your professional life? And has 
it? 
HS: Look, I’d be lying to you if I said 
I’m not worried about how it’s affected 
that and my career. I’m not delusional. 
I’m aware that there is an effect; I am 
aware that we are evolving; I am aware 
that we are making a lot of progress. 
But there’s a lot more to be done. 

I think my biggest fear was that it 
would affect my career. That’s why I 
didn’t come out before I came out, and 
I really just thought it was going to 
affect my career. Then, afterwards, I got 
to the place where I didn’t care 
anymore. I didn’t care about my career. 
Respecting myself became a priority.

CA: Before you officially came out in 
a video posted to Facebook in 2017, 
you were asked about your sexuality 
by The Advocate. How do you reflect 
on denying being gay in that 
interview? Do you feel public figures 
have a responsibility to be out if 
they’re LGBTQ?
HS: For public figures, no one has a 
responsibility to save the world. I think 
everyone has the responsibility to be 
honest. Look, you could say a lot of 
people play the game and are really 
clever. Trump is one of them. They’re 
really good at faking it. But I really think 
public figures, absolutely: their main 
responsibility is to be truthful, because 
if they’re not then they’re not 
enlightening the world. I think public 
figures’ job is to enlighten the world. 
More than ever now, today, we need 
that. And that I believe in my heart of 
hearts is my job, my responsibility. 

Of course when The Advocate 
asked me about my sexuality it was 
awful. I really struggled afterwards 
because I lied. I said I was straight. I 
betrayed myself. I betrayed my fans. I 
betrayed the people who admire my 

Photo Courtesy of Iftar Productions
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work. I also felt I was a hypocrite. That 
really ate from the inside. That, 
combined with the evolution of it all 
and all the different shows, like 
RuPaul’s Drag Race, and the massive 
killing of trans women of color, all of 
that just made me finally come out. 

I don’t know. After many years of 
lying and not coming out and just 
basically disrespecting myself and 
betraying myself, it’s clear to me today 
that, whether you’re a public figure or 
not, the most important thing is to 
really live your truth. Be authentic. And 
that applies to anyone. It doesn’t 
matter who you are or what sexual 
orientation you are. That comes first. 
And then after that everything else falls 
into place. My favorite artists in the 
world are all authentic and respect who 
they are. The ones I look up to, they’re 
all an example of that. 

CA: You’re a lead in Mike Mosallam’s 
feature film debut ‘Breaking Fast’. 
How does that movie fall in line with 
your goal of centering queer stories 
that typically aren’t told?
HS: I think the majority of the world is 
not aware that there are openly gay 
practicing Muslims. I’ve had so many 
conversations about this with a lot of 
gay and queer people. My friend is an 
opening gay practicing Muslim. They 
exist. And there’s a lot of them. So this 
film simply is making those people 
visible, no different from how finally the 
world is making trans people visible 

because they were not visible for the 
longest time. Now, finally, they’re seen.

CA: The internet was thrilled to hear 
that you’d be sharing a kiss with 
your husband, Phastos, in ‘Eternals’, 
the first Marvel film to feature a gay 
married couple; they will also be 
raising a child. What did it feel like to 
witness the excitement around such 
a historical moment in pop culture 
for the LGBTQ community? 
HS: Marvel is purposely and 
intentionally trying to put out a positive 
image of a queer family for the whole 
world to see, from kids to old people. 
That’s huge. Visibility at a level that is 
unprecedented. We got to humanize a 
queer family who have a son, and we 
got to really show how loving queer 
families are. 

I actually even believe that queer 
families are healthier than straight 
families, and I really think their journey 
shows that in a beautiful way. So I’m 
very proud that I was a part of it. I’m 
very grateful that I got to humanize a 
queer family on a global level and I 
can’t wait for the world to see it. And I 
think what ‘The Son’ did was also 
revolutionary. For women, for LGBTQ 
people, and for other marginalized 
people and ethnic minorities, there’s a 
movement happening; there’s an 
elevated level of consciousness, 
globally speaking. 

And you asked me, “Do you think 
coming out is gonna harm my career?” 

I’m excited to see what’s gonna 
happen with that. Meaning, I’m excited 
to start seeing openly gay actors play 
straight. I would be excited to play 
James Bond, for instance. And by the 
way, I’ve had some training in Lebanon.  
When I was a teenager I really had to 
sell it to make people think I was 
straight. I had to have a girlfriend, I had 
to befriend straight boys to look like a 
badass. I really pulled it off. The reason 
I’m so convincing playing straight roles 
is because I did that in Lebanon with 
my family. 

CA: And you’d play a straight James 
Bond, not a gay one? 
HS: I would play a straight James Bond 
because I think it would be a big 
statement that an openly gay actor is 
playing a straight iconic figure. That’s 
more challenging for the world. I think, 
for me, I’m interested in playing the 
roles that would challenge the world’s 
thoughts and perspectives about each 
other. That’s the most important thing 
for me: to really change the 
conversation.

As editor of Q Syndicate, the 
LGBTQ wire service, Chris Azzopardi 
has interviewed a multitude of 
superstars, including Cher, Meryl 
Streep, Mariah Carey and Beyoncé. His 
work has also appeared in The New 
York Times, Vanity Fair, GQ and 
Billboard. Reach him via Twitter 
@chrisazzopardi.

Photo Courtesy of Apple TV+ 
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 safety of the public. I’m also very lucky 
to work with such amazing, smart, and 
dedicated staff and commissioners. 

GS: How is the pandemic affecting 
your job?
DR: The entertainment and nightlife 
industry is experiencing an existential 
crisis; here and across the globe. My 
job is to get the word out as quickly as 
possible about all of the latest rules and 
financial assistance and best practices 
that affect bars, restaurants, music 
venues and the industry at large. The 
situation keeps changing - the virus is a 
moving target. There is so much 
uncertainty and loss and fear in the 
community. To some extent, my job has 
also been to listen to the community 
and honor those stories. Recently my 
office helped launch a storytelling 
campaign – #DearSF – honoring and 
chronicling those stories of 

entertainment venues and small 
businesses impacted by the pandemic.

GS: Were the songs on your new 
album “Fits and Fevers”, your first 
solo album in 10 years, written 
specifically for this record or were 
they songs you’d been working on in 
the interim?
DR: Between the new album and the 
last solo one, I was singing in the synth-
rock band Software Giant in Chicago 
with Johnny Iguana. I loved that moody 
New Wave musical period, but I was 
missing my guitar and folk-rock roots. 
“Fits and Fevers” became a mix of 
older anthem-heavy songs that had 
been simmering beneath the surface for 
several years and newer ones that 
came bubbling out of me when I moved 
here as I was redefining my queer 
identity in a new setting. When I got 
here, I met producer/engineer Adam 
Muñoz at Fantasy Studios in Berkeley. 

We totally clicked personally and 
creatively – he got my Rock-Americana-
Goth vibe. We recorded much of the 
album at Fantasy. It was one of the last 
projects there before it closed.

GS: “Throes” really stands out 
because of its reference to SoMa. 
How has San Francisco been a 
songwriting inspiration?
DR: “Throes” is my love letter to the 
queer leather bars in SoMa. I decided 
to make an old-timey country ballad out 
of it, like if Johnny Cash wrote a song 
for the queer leather bar set. Instead of 
“A Boy Named Sue,” it’s a tale of 
characters desperately looking for love 
and redemption in the dark corners, in 
the backroom. There is “Hank with an 
app who dances in your lap” and a drag  
queen named “Rosaline who steals the 
show with her cataclysmic crow.” There 
is wild love, heartbreak and loneliness 
in those transformative spaces.

Photo By Christopher Manning
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GS: I also noticed the album includes 
themes of survival, which can be 
heard in the songs “A Garden of You” 
and “Tent City Chorus”.

DR: Both 
songs are 
about survival 
in the urban 
decay, but one 
is present day 
and one is 
dystopian. “A 
Garden of 
You” is an 
urban pastoral 
about the 
culture 
workers who 
use art to 
cultivate 
justice and 
equity in the 
neighborhoods 
that need it 
most. “Tent 
City Chorus,” 
on the other 
hand, is 
apocalyptic 
and tries to 
imagine what a 
homeless 

encampment would sound like if they 
had a voice in a Greek tragedy - how 
their defiant and self-reliant spirit would 
survive the fall of the “kingdom” of 
civilization. They chant: “We don’t need 

your life... We don’t need a home for 
your conscience.”

GS: In terms of your music and 
performance during the pandemic, 
what tools are you utilizing for those 
purposes, and what do you hope to 
do musically when it is safe again?
DR: Since the pandemic hit, I had to 
cancel my album release show in April 
at Ivy Room. It was gonna be this 
amped-up full band show and then the 
world went into lockdown. I’ve been 
taking to the streaming platforms on 
Facebook and Instagram as an intimate 
way of getting my music to my fans, 
having fun with merchandising. I’m 
about to release a Fits and Fevers tea 
blend with Eli Tea from Detroit. It 
contains Colorado lavender! When we 
can finally gather in music venues 
again, I plan on getting the band back 
together, doing the Biggest Do-Over 
Show Ever. It’s gonna feel like a 
religious revival. And I refuse to sing 
through a mask. If it’s behind a scrim 
with backlighting, well then, we can 
talk [laughs].

      For more on Dylan Rice visit his 
website at http://www.dylanrice.com

Album artwork by Stanley Frank
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“Coming Out” 
of COVID-19
By Brian Falduto

      Whether it was something you 
started brainstorming right away or 
something that occurred to you 
somewhere along in the quarantined 
state of the world, “How can I use this 
time to reinvent myself?” is likely a 
question you’ve thought about in the 
past however many weeks or so. We 
are in the slow but sure process of 
unfreezing things and that thawing 
process is coincidentally coinciding with 
Pride Season. I feel it’s a good time to 
discuss how the queer community 
specifically can “come out” of this 
stronger as our resilient type tend to do 
after trying times.

 I remember when I finally came out 
of the closet my senior year of college, I 
wanted the world to stop for a moment. 
At that time, when the truth about who I 
was became non-negotiable, I didn’t 
know that coming out is actually a 
healing process. I didn’t know that I 
would have to spend the next chapter 
of my life battling 14 years of 
internalized homophobia and 
discovering a rejected self that was 
hidden in shame. Instead, I just waltzed 
into my twenties completely out of tune 
with who I was and with very little time 
to figure it out. I had to navigate my new 
role as a gay man while finishing 
college, getting a job, ending a 
relationship, moving into my first 
apartment, and all the while having to 
provide status updates to friends and 
family that were anything but reflective 
of what was going on inside. 

 During this healing chapter I didn’t 
know I was entering, the most important 
improvements on my relationship with 
myself have come during the quiet 
moments. They’ve often arrived right 
when I’ve started to slow down, or even 
more often when I’ve crashed and 
burned from going too fast. They’ve 
arrived on nights where I was alone with 
nothing but my own thoughts and 
feelings to keep me company. And 
they’ve arrived in the form of hurt. When 
I look back at some of the perceived 
tragedies of my twenties, I see that they 
were actually the biggest moments of 
growth. 

 Quiet. Loneliness. Tragedy. Does 
any of the above sound familiar? Look, 
we all know at its core that this 

pandemic is a 
bad thing with a 
negative impact. 
It comes with so 
many 
unanswered 
questions and 
troubling 
concerns. But I’d 
like to propose an 
additional way of 
looking at it and 
that is as the 
healing time that 
I, and perhaps 
we, have been 
waiting for. 

 If you think 
about what being 
in the closet is, 
it’s a form of 
compart-
mentalization 
where we 
disassociate from 
aspects of 
ourselves that 
don’t feel 
important or 
worthy enough to 
present to the 
world. Those beautifully valid parts of 
our being get tucked away in the back 
of our mind and covered with lies and 
then when the lies get removed, there’s 
still shame and so then we cover up 
even more with busy schedules and 
vibrant social lives and beautiful photos 
of ourselves posted on Instagram so 
that no one has to see or deal with the 
real core of the problem which generally 
tends to be a lack of love for ourselves. 
After all, we don’t know who it is that 
we are loving because we haven’t had 
the chance to heal. The amount of 
instant pride we expect from those that 
come out as LGBTQ after living an 
incomplete life is basically what it’d be 
like to ask a brand new dancer to 
perform triple pirouettes proudly even 
though they’ve never tried anything like 
that before. 

 If this time of being quarantined 
has been particularly difficult for you, a 
good question to ask is, “Why?” And 
pay attention to what comes up. Is it 
something you’ve been avoiding? For 

me, some of the difficult moments have 
been the uncomfortable ones where I’ve 
realized how many aspects of myself 
were still being skipped over with the 
hustle and bustle of normal life. When 
these thoughts and feelings get 
uncovered after years of collecting dust, 
they can be a bit surprising. And as 
anyone who’s ever been in a haunted 
house knows, not all surprises feel 
good.

 I love Pride Season. I love getting 
my shortest shorts on and coordinating 
tank top colors with my friends. I love 
partying and celebrating a part of 
myself I never thought I’d even 
acknowledge, never mind flaunt around 
the West Village. And it’s okay to grieve 
the loss of all that. But what if this June 
is a little less about pride and a little 
more about healing? It is yourself that 
you should be most proud of anyway so 
who better to celebrate it with than you. 
Perhaps if we get a little quiet with 
ourselves this year, we can be even 
louder & prouder next year than we’ve 
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ever been before. 
  I wrote this piece prior to the recent current events 

involving the Black Lives Matter movement. I want to add that 
I stand in full support of that messaging and I encourage 
everyone inside and outside the LGBTQ community to get 
loud and take the action needed against racial injustice. Let 
us remember, though, what the Lesbian American writer, 
feminist, womanist, librarian, and civil rights activist Audre 
Lorde said, “Caring for myself is not self-indulgence, it is self-
preservation and that is an act of political warfare.” On the 
topic of healing, it’s clear that America needs just as much 
healing as prescribed above for LGBTQ persons, if not more. 
Let us make sure we lead that effort by doing that work on 
ourselves while we stand up for what we believe in. We can 
be of better help this way as it is physically impossible to 
pour from an empty cup.

Brian Falduto is an ICF certified LGBT Life Coach but he 
is best known for his child actor days as "that gay kid 
from School of Rock." Recently named by PrideLife Magazine 
as "one of the 20 most influential, outspoken, & optimistic 
individuals on the planet," Brian wrapped a cross country 
#PrideTour this past summer inclusive of Sacramento Pride, 
RI Pride, Brooklyn Pride, Dallas Pride, & more. His Now This 
News interview has reached an audience of just under 5 
million & he's had similar reach with his Advocate 
essay. Brian's latest single, "Like a Wave" dropped just last 
month & is now rippling its way through the digital streaming 
world. Brian is the lead in a new series, Fishing, which will hit 
the web soon. Additionally, Brian has launched "The Gay Life 
Coach Podcast," which will be hosted by Brian & will feature 
some of the queer community's most prominent storytellers. 
Meanwhile, you can catch his latest life coaching podcasts on 
his website or follow him on Instagram @thegaylifecoach.
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https://www.gofundme.com/f/the-north-end-team-family
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Top 15 Dance Chart this week

GRAB A HIT

Artist Title

1 Asher Postman x Disero x Annelisa Franklin  Say (Kastra Remix)
2 Doja Cat  Say So (Jax Jones Midnight Snack Remix)
3 The Magician  You and Me
4 Jax Jones & Martin Solveig Present Europa  TEQUILA ft. RAYE

5 Jax Jones & Ella Henderson  This Is Real

6 Da Buzz  Touch My Soul

7 Riggi & Piros x VENIICE with RANI  My Feelings
8 DJ Licious  Atmosphere
9 Laidback Luke & Steff Da Campo  We Found Love (Radio Edit)

10 Marc Benjamin & DNMKG  Horizons ft. Able Faces

11 Michael Calfan & Martin Solveig  No Lie (Radio Edit)

12 Jonas Blue x Paloma Faith  Mistakes

13 Galantis & Hook N Sling  Never Felt A Love Like This ft. Dotan (VIP Edit)
14 Tritonal & Man Cub  Worth It All
15 Rush & Hydro x Rush & Crush  Give Me Your Lovin'

Visit nexusradio.fm
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      At 6'2" Johnny is hands down the 
tallest of the Helix boys. He grew up 
in a strict religious home in Indiana.  
After being kicked out at 18 for 
dating someone outside of his 
family’s faith, he found work as a 
farmer and then a welder.  He 
eventually made his way to Chicago 
where he landed a union job as a 
pipe fitter. 
      In his spare time, Johnny does 
what most guys do: plays video 
games and works out.   He eschews 
labels, referring to himself as an 
equal opportunity fornicator.   Still, he 
isn’t shy about his proclivity for 
bondage and discipline, sadism and 
masochism.  In fact, in addition to his 
work in gay porn, Johnny is a popular 
BDSM cam model.  He also stars in 
the new Youtube reality show, Inside 
Helix.  We caught up with Johnny 
Hands from his home in Chicago.

Matthew Blanco: Is there a story 
behind the name, Johnny Hands?
Johnny Hands:  Yeah, there's a bit of 
a story.  When I was picking out my 
porn name, I originally wanted to go 
with Johnny Deepp or Johnny 
Deppth, but when I googled the 
names, they were already taken!  I 
got a bit stuck on the name Johnny.  
My friend suggested Hands as a nod 
to my seven years as a welder.

MB: Good story!  What have you 
been doing to keep yourself busy 
during the quarantine?
JH:  I've been cooking every day. I’m 
on a bit of a Korean binge.  I'm also 
hooked on Minecraft and have been 
playing a fair amount of Valorant.

MB: What do you miss most about 
life pre-COVID?  
JH:  It will sound lame but I miss the 
gym. I need to release a lot of pent 
up energy.

MB: Your Youtube show has really 
taken off! Tell us about Inside 
Helix.  
JH:  Inside Helix chronicles what it's 
like to be a Helix model during 
awards season. For the most part, 

GRAB JOHNNY
Hot Hands
Johnny Gets Real 
on Inside Helix 
By Matthew Blanco

Photo by Alejandro
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JH:  Oh, the first day on 
set.  I remember I was 
super nervous! I really 
wanted to do well, but 
I'm terrible under 
pressure.   My first scene 
was with Dylan Hayes, 
and we filmed in what 
Helix refers to as the 
Charger room.  To be 
perfectly honest, the 
thing I remember most 
was how hot it was in 
that room.  We kept 
having to stop so we 
could run the AC to cool 
down!

MB: Was joining Helix a 
wise decision?  
JH:  I love it!  You've got 
a bunch of guys all 
staying in the same 
house, and most of the 
time we're all hanging out 
together, either watching 
movies, playing video 
games, eating, and 
partying.  Everybody, for 
the most part, gets along 
pretty well, and 
everybody does the best 
they can to look out for 
each other.

MB: There is no drama 
between any of the 
guys?  Really?
JH:  So, I won't 
lie, there’s some drama 
between a couple of 
models.  I try really hard 
to stay out of it.  As far as 
I'm concerned that's their 
business and absolutely 
none of mine.

MB: Who do you 
connect with most on a 
social level?
JH:  I don't know if I 
could pick just one.  I 
really like hanging out 
with Ashton Summers 
because he's so funny.   
Corbyn Colby and I 
pretty much play Smash 
Bros non-stop and just 
shit talk each other the 
whole time.  Max Carter 
is super sweet.  He 
doesn't stay at the Helix 
house but always comes 
down to hang out.  

MB: Is there anyone in the studio 
that you might consider taking it to 
the next level? 

JH:  There are a couple I would 
consider dating, sure, however since 
I've started taking on more behind the 
scenes and camera responsibilities, I 
really want to keep things as 
professional as possible with everyone 

in the studio.  

      Watch Johnny Hands in YouTube’s 
“Inside Helix” (https://youtu.be/
rwAoYDsOrHc).  Visit https://
www.helixstudios.net.

Photo by Alejandro
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      It was a drag queen in New York no 
longer willing to accept police 
harassment who, 51 years ago, threw 
the first bottle at a police car that 
ignited the Stonewall riot and began a 
quarter-century of civil protest in the 
LGBT community for the same rights as 
are afforded every straight American.
      The right to legally marry, to avoid 
discrimination in housing, public 
accommodations and employment, to 
have legal safeguards in our 
relationships as LGBT couples, to 
receive partnership and employment 
benefits if one member of a couple 
should die or become disabled, to 
rectify normal disputes regarding a 
couple's property and to serve our 
country honorably and with pride in the 
military. 
      Ghandi was successful in fighting 
the discrimination against Indians in 
South Africa by promoting peaceful, 

mass arrests when the Indians were 
forced to carry registration cards. 
Martin Luther King was successful in 
promoting the civil rights of blacks by 
using nonviolent demonstrations, 
marches and peaceful, mass arrests. 
The spark that started the fire of the 
black civil rights movement was Rosa 
Parks, a small black woman, who 
was willing to be arrested for the 
“crime” of sitting in the “whites only” 
section of the bus. 
      In our own lives, everyday, we can 
tell the nation that there are gays and 
lesbians in this country unwilling to 
suffer legal and civil rights 
discrimination. We individually can 
show the country that we are strong 
enough to take the heat, strong 
enough to pursue our rights in the 
political and judicial arena. 
      It isn't a lack of legal rights that for 
centuries has deprived us gay men and 
lesbians of our freedom, nor was it the 

AIDS 
epidemic. 
Nor is it 
bigotry. In 
my opinion, 
it was our 
own 
shame, a 
morbid 
failure of 
self-respect 
and sane, 
self 
righteous 
anger. 
      It was 
our sense 
of shame 
that held us 
captive to 
being 
victims, it 
was our 
shame that 
enslaved us 
to not 
pursue our 
civil and 
legal rights, 
told us not 
to celebrate 
the 
specialness 
of our lives 
and cherish 
the gift of 
being a gay 
man or 

lesbian woman. Shame told us that we 
could not pursue a better life on an 
equal basis with the rest of society as 
openly gay men and women.
      How well we succeed in our 
struggle for legal and civil rights will not 
be determined by our popularity with 
the public but by the strength and unity 
we have to carry on the struggle. Our 
willingness to support each other by 
creating our family of pride will enable 
us to know that we are not alone and 
that we can put into action the 
principles of gay pride and create for all 
of us our basic civil and legal rights. 
      What can we do individually to 
increase our sense of pride. The most 
powerful thing I know of is to come out 
publicly to our friends, family members 
and our employers. Coming out is the 
most powerful statement we can make 
that says it is okay to be who we are.
     If we have pride in being gay and 
lesbian, we will not accept the premise 
that we are doomed to suffer tragically 
or lead unfulfilled depressing lives. If we 
have pride, we will seek to empower 
our lives and advance our interests and 
rights. Truly the level of our pride is 
evidenced in the demands we place on 
society for equality and civil rights 
under the law.
      Each person can make a difference.

      Roger McCaffrey-Boss is a gradute 
of Hamline University School of Law, St. 
Paul, Minnesota, and is a member of the 
Chicago Bar Association. You can email 
him at RVMLawyer@aol.com. He 
suggests that you consult your own 
lawyer for any specific questions 
regarding the issues raised in this 
column.
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A Time to Refrain
from Donuts
By Holly Maholm

      “There is a time for donuts, there is a 
time to refrain from donuts.” So says the 
Good Book (Ecclesiastes 3), and today, in 
our little town, this was as much wisdom 
as I needed.
      It was late afternoon, and a “Closed 
for the Day” sign hung in the window at 
Donut Time. The launch of our new 
venture had gone off without a hitch 
(except one, which I will describe shortly). 
Customers who had placed their orders 
in advance had received the donuts and 
coffee they expected, and same-day 
orders were likewise delivered on-time 
and (as to coffee and latte) still hot 
enough to burn your lips.
The chariots and rescue horses had 
performed as predicted. After some initial 
skittishness, the horses gentled to the 
commands of their drivers – the Outlaws 
– whose voices (and smells) they knew 
from the stable, where horses and drivers 
alike found warmth and shelter.
Those horses and chariots were now tied 
up in front of Donut Time. Inside, the 
drivers of those chariots – as well as all 
the other workers at Donut Time – were 
gathered together in the booths, where 
an atmosphere of good humor and 

general merriment prevailed. At last 
Xandra struggled to her feet, and all fell 
silent.
      “Cindy just handed me the totals for 
our first day of home delivery, and I am 
happy to report that we beat our 
projections! Our walk-in trade was down 
only a little, and we had a lot of 
unexpected same-day orders for delivery. 
Plus, we had no customer complaints. So 
all-in-all, it was our best day ever!” Her 
words were met with spontaneous 
cheering and cries of “Donuts Forever!” 
and “Power to the Donuts!”
      The hands on the clock having 
reached Early Bird dinner time, the six 
Retirees departed for their retirement 
home. Then, before anyone else could 
leave, I asked Cindy to call a special, all-
hands Staff Meeting to be held later that 
same evening. There was some 
grumbling about the need for a staff 
meeting – including fears expressed 
concerning a certain person (unnamed) 
who (when she has an audience) never 
fails to find endless enchantment in the 
sound of her own voice – but all agreed 
to attend.
      I went into the kitchen, where I found 
Xandra boxing up the Special Order I had 
placed earlier that week. She glanced up 
and offered, “I’ve got your order ready. 
Do you want to try one?” She handed me 
a pastry; something new and unique I 
had been eagerly anticipating, and which 
did not disappoint. 
      “I call this a ‘Unicorn Horn,’” Xandra 

declared. (I had to smile.)
In fact, this Special Order 
was destined for the 
stable, where Victor, 
Fletcher, Sassy Pants, 
and the other unicorns 
were waiting. I was so 
grateful for their support 
and encouragement that I 
had arranged a special 
treat for them.
Which was: A funnel-
shaped pastry-shell – 
buttered and baked like a 
cannoli – filled with a 
unique, “unicorn-friendly” 
filling consisting of 
organic rolled oats, brown 
sugar and cinnamon 
cooked to the 
consistency of butter 
crème frosting and filling 
each pastry-shell to the 
brim. Xandra had baked 
ten dozen of these treats, 
all packed carefully in 
boxes. These I forthwith 
carried out front to one of 
the chariots, where I 
stowed them away 
securely for the trip to the 
stable – and that frolic of 
unicorns so impatiently 
waiting.
      But as I say, “There is 

a time for donuts, there is a time to 
refrain from donuts.” Early that evening, 
at the hour appointed for the dreaded 
Staff Meeting, everyone assembled on 
the sidewalk outside Donut Time.
In my most apologetic voice, I 
announced, “Friends, I’m sorry, but our 
meeting has been cancelled.” (Insert 
general sigh of relief.) “Instead, we’re 
going to have a celebration – paid for by 
Donut Time! – over at The Watering 
Hole!” Instantly, everyone rushed in the 
direction of The Watering Hole, 
Wellington’s foremost (and only) tavern, 
sports bar and purveyor of beer and ale.
      There, the owner had reserved 
several tables for our group, and soon my 
friends and I were celebrating with 
cheeseburgers, wings, corned beef, patty 
melts, brisket, chilidogs, French fries, 
onion rings, tater tots and multiple malt 
beverages. (But no donuts.)
       Nevertheless, there was one 
disturbing note. Xandra called me aside 
and confided, “Something bad happened 
today. Grandma Lily was taking phone 
orders, but it turns out, for four of those 
orders, the caller gave a fake address. 
When the drivers got to the street, there 
was no such number.” “That’s alarming,” 
I agreed.
       Xandra continued, “I asked Cindy if 
she knew who could have done this, so 
she suggested I take Grandma Lily over 
to that real estate office on Pine. 
Grandma Lily went in and – after 
speaking to the woman there – 
confirmed, ‘That’s the caller who placed 
the fake orders.’ I thought you should 
know.”
      (To be continued)

Holly Maholm is a transgender 
woman living in Cleveland, Ohio. Look 
for Volume 2 of What Would a Unicorn 
Do? (now available on Amazon) which 
contains additional episodes of Holly’s 
on-going story of her life among the 
unicorns, plus additional articles and a 
short story of a transgender woman 
confronted by Satan! Send a message 
to Holly www.hollymaholm.com. 
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TITUSS BURGESS 

RELEASES “DANCE M.F.” – 
PRIDE EDITION VIDEO

      Tituss Burgess is quickly 
emerging as one of the entertainment 
industryʼs most versatile and dynamic 
performers, with his work in 
television, film and theater, 
generating both critical and 

commercial acclaim.  Adding to his 
diverse talents, Tituss is thrilled to be 
releasing his first piece of music 
aimed squarely at the dance music 
culture and this year's many 
unstoppable virtual pride celebrations.   
      Dance M.F. is a sultry sexy 
stomper of a track with an attitude 
that is certain to bring comfort and 
escapism to our currently socially 
distanced souls.  This song is a love 
letter to all the party people who in 
spite of the pandemic, are still 
committed to "live their best lives", 
party on down and celebrate Pride 
safely while in lockdown.
      Said Tituss "Dance M.F. was born 
out of the panic I felt at the onset of 
the global crisis that has all of us in 
isolation.  It was written for me - until I 
realized I wasnʼt the only one that 
needed to hear it”.  
      The track features vocals by 
Imani Coppola and was co-written by 
Tituss Burgess, Imani Coppola, and 
Daniel Edinberg and produced by 
Daniel Edinberg, Michael Mangini 
and Tituss Burgess.  

      Burgess was first introduced to 
television audiences in Tina Fey's 
Emmy®-winning NBC series 30 Rock, 
where he quickly became a breakout 
star in the series' fifth and sixth 
seasons. He went on to star as the 
indelible character of Titus 
Andromedon in the Emmy®-
nominated comedy series  
Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt. Over 
the course of the seriesʼ four 
seasons, Burgess was nominated for 
four Emmy®, a SAG Award, two 
Criticsʼ Choice TV Awards and won 
both a Webby Award and a Gold 
Derby TV Award.  Among multiple film 
roles, Burgess was featured in the 
2019 Golden Globe-nominated Netflix 
comedy, Dolemite Is My Name 
alongside Eddie Murphy; heʼll lend his 
voice alongside an all-star cast in the 
upcoming Apple + animated series, 
ʻCentral Parkʼ  and will star opposite 
Jennifer Hudson as the Reverend 
James Cleveland in the highly-
anticipated 2020 feature film 
ʻRespectʼ.  
     To see the video visit
https://youtu.be/3mIkamy6dxg

YOUNG CULTURE
DROPS NEW MUSIC VIDEO

"IʼLL BE THERE"

      It's not often that a rock or punk 
band will make a hip-hop style 
mixtape just to clear their creative 
cobwebs. But that's exactly what 

Albany-based three-piece Young 
Culture did. Formed by school friends 
Alex Magnan (vocals) and Gabe 
Pietrafesa (guitar), who have been 
playing together for a number of 
years, Young Culture put out their 
debut mini-album, You, in the summer 
of 2016. It was followed up with a 
five-track EP called Blue. The former 
had a song, "Bedroom Floor" that 
featured Derek DiScanio from State 
Champs - a fellow Albany band - on 
backing vocals. The latter was co-
produced by him and Seth 
Henderson, who's worked with the 
likes of Real Friends, Knuckle Puck 
and Sleep On It. 
      Vocalist Alexander Magnan 
shares: "We're happy to put out good 
vibes and hope you enjoy watching it 
as much as we did making it."
      Young Culture - completed now 
by guitarist Troy Burchett - toured 

those songs and began to build up a 
solid following, which remains strong 
today. But instead of working on new 
material for the band, the pair, fueled 
by an inherent restless creativity, 
began to experiment, Pietrafesa 
sending Magnan different beats to 
write lyrics over just to keep their 
inspiration and creative juices flowing.
       That influence is very much 
evident in songs like "Drift," co-
produced by Derek DiScanio (State 
Champs) and Sam Guiana (Like 
Pacific, Coldfront). "Drift" not only 
redefined who Young Culture is as a 
band, but also reshaped the 
perimeters of pop-punk - although it 
should be noted that they're very wary 
of being confined to just that genre. 
As they should be, because there are 
many more layers to this band. 
      Streaming now at https://
youtu.be/xlsZcs637uA.

FAME ON FIRE
SHARE NEW VIDEO FOR

 "HEADSPACE FT. 
POORSTACY"

      Fame On Fire has shared a new 
video directed by the band and 
featuring Poorstacy for latest single 

"HEADSPACE FT. POORSTACY" 
The track is taken from Fame On 
Fire's upcoming debut album Levels, 
due out September 4th on Hopeless 
Records.
      On the collaboration, Fame On 
Fire shares, "We met POORSTACY a 
few years ago and instantly clicked. 
We knew we wanted to work together 
and collaborate on a song and we're 
stoked at how it came together. 
Although "Headspace" is about 
mental health and the darkness that 
can envelop the mind during crisis, it 
is also about what can happen when 
you take risks and blend influences 
together." Last week, "Headspace Ft. 
Poorstacy" debuted at #40 on the 
Active Rock chart and continues to 
be in Sirius XM Octane's most played 
songs on rotation.

      Fame On Fire is genre-defying 
and pushing the boundaries of rock, 
hip hop, and heavy music, by 
unapologetically being themselves. 
Unpretentious, honest, and boldly 
brash, Fame On Fire has delivered a 
diverse, energetic, and emotionally-
wrenching collection of songs for their 
debut album, Levels. Holding multiple 
meanings, Levels, is both about 
going through the motions of life, the 
various levels, ups and downs that all 
people can relate to, and about the 
quest to level-up and continue to 
progress and move forward. This 
dichotomy defines a band that is not 
willing to stand still or be complacent, 
but one that continuously tries to 
evolve their sound and craft. Levels is 
available for pre-order at smarturl.it/
FameOnFireLEVELS
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QkxN3uU9cohW6x5gqM0WMEfSxzUldP9f0mXfkkI9bRG6-W76UHXLmKSWgaARXwncPXTiklHbU2IQObeGHbYBQ9B_k0qUM_Ge0bMNFIgpXJnv_YLXsRRFEKTLKc1d1SBVEPRHrE5s7pC6Ibhfb7tQcnonmEn5GQt5CtH3u4XPaaE3RNixoFTHfzcRvWVM9gao&c=_VEJPoe4dU-Sw-N6Cs1WvZdt5BYbeiCMzowyvHf7U4gkC_Z_e4bLKg==&ch=N2EQNCQIPUjHsc_nr-pFv6sG7umd9yLBX_5h0wg_nyIHM7GG2sOYGg==
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Quigley Statement on 
Landmark SCOTUS Decision

       U.S. Representative Mike 
Quigley (IL-05) released the 

following statement after the 
Supreme Court announced their 
decision in Bostock v. Clayton 
County, Georgia, ruling that Title VII 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
protects gay and transgender 
workers from workplace 
discrimination:
      “Today, the Supreme Court chose 
equality over bigotry. This decision 
marks a historic victory for LGBTQ 
rights activists across the country and 
a momentous step forward in the fight 
to ensure that all Americans are 
treated fairly.
      “While this success is deserving 
of celebration, the fight is not over. 
LGBTQ Americans can still be 

discriminated against in housing and 
education and trans women of color 
face disproportionately high rates of 
homelessness, sexual violence, and 
murder. House Democrats have 
passed the Equality Act for exactly 
this reason. Unfortunately, Mitch 
McConnell has failed to bring this 
historic legislation to the floor for a 
vote in the Senate. 
      “To LGBTQ Illinoisans and the 
LGBTQ community across the 
country – congratulations on this 
tremendous achievement. I stand 
with you in the ongoing fight and I 
wonʼt rest until no one faces bigotry 
based on who they love or how they 
identify.”

N
E
W
S

WNBA Announces Plan to 
Tip off 2020 Season

       After significant discussions with 
the leagueʼs key stakeholders, 
including the Womenʼs National 
Basketball Players Association 
(WNBPA), the WNBA has announced 
elements of plans to return to the 
court to begin the WNBA 2020 
season.  The league is finalizing a 
partnership that would make IMG 
Academy in Bradenton, Florida, the 
Official Home of the 2020 WNBA 
season highlighted by a competitive 
schedule of 22 regular-season games 
followed by a traditional playoff 
format. 
      Beginning in July, IMG Academy 
will be the home for each of the 
leagueʼs 12 teams and serve as a 
single site for training camp, games 
and housing.  The top priority 
continues to be the health and safety 

of players and staff, and the league is 
working with medical specialists, 
public health experts, and 
government officials on a 
comprehensive set of guidelines to 
ensure that appropriate medical 
protocols and protections are in 
place.  Due to the fluid situation 
resulting from the pandemic, the 
league and players will continue to 
review the appropriate health and 
safety protocols and make necessary 
changes to the plan prior to arriving 
on site for the start of training camp 
and throughout the season.
      “We are finalizing a season start 
plan to build on the tremendous 
momentum generated in the league 
during the offseason and have used 
the guiding principles of health and 
safety of players and essential staff to 
establish necessary and extensive 
protocols,” said WNBA Commissioner 
Cathy Engelbert.  “We will continue 
to consult with medical experts and 
public health officials as well as 
players, team owners and other 
stakeholders as we move forward 
with our execution plan.  And, despite 
the disruption caused by the global 
pandemic to our 2020 season, the 
WNBA and its Board of Governors 
believe strongly in supporting and 

valuing the elite women athletes who 
play in the WNBA and therefore, 
players will receive their full pay and 
benefits during the 2020 season.”  
      “As home to some of the worldʼs 
leading athletes, coaches and 
performance experts, IMG Academy 
is thrilled to partner with the top 
basketball players in the world and 
the entire WNBA family,” said Tim 
Pernetti, Executive Vice President, 
IMG Events & Media.  “We are truly 
looking forward to becoming the 
Official Home of the 2020 WNBA 
Season and working closely with the 
league in providing our best-in-class 
training and competition 
environment.”
      “As in recent CBA negotiations, 
the WNBPA Executive Committee 
worked tirelessly to represent the 
interests of all players as the league 
planned to launch a 2020 season,” 
said WNBPA Executive Director Terri 
Jackson.  “Our society has learned 
or perhaps has been reminded of an 
important lesson: women are integral 
to the economic stability of their 
families and their communities.  The 
league and the teamsʼ commitment 
makes a statement.”
      For more information, visit 
WNBA.com.

AIDS Run & Walk Chicago 
2020 Returns Saturday, 

Oct. 3

       Chicago-area residents will 
mobilize to create equity and justice 
for individuals who are living with or 

vulnerable to HIV and AIDS at the 
19th annual AIDS Run & Walk 
Chicago on Saturday, Oct. 3. This 
yearʼs event will feature 5K/10K runs 
and a 5K walk and unite participants 
under the theme Forward Together, 
looking beyond our current state and 
focusing on what we do to create a 
better future for people living with 
HIV and AIDS. A movement is more 
than a physical gathering; it is the 
space between our reality and our 
vision for the future. What tomorrow 
will become depends on who we are 
today.
      AFC is closely monitoring for 
updates from local and state health 
agencies and will continue to assess 
what additional measures may be 
required to ensure participant safety. 
Contingency plans are in 
development should the event need 
to be reimagined.

      Funds raised through AIDS Run 
& Walk Chicago will benefit the AIDS 
Foundation Chicago (AFC) and more 
than 30 partner organizations that 
provide essential programs and 
services to Chicagoans who are 
living with and vulnerable to HIV and 
AIDS and other chronic illnesses. 
Together, these organizations are 
working on Getting to Zero Illinois, an 
ambitious state-wide plan to end new 
HIV transmissions in Illinois by 2030. 
More than 60% of the estimated 
42,500 Illinoisans currently living with 
HIV are Chicagoans. 
      Since it was established in 2001, 
AIDS Run & Walk Chicago has 
drawn more than 22,000 advocates 
and raised more than $6 million to 
battle the epidemic. For more 
information, visit http://
www.aidsrunwalk.org or call 
312-334-0953. 

http://wnba.com/
http://wnba.com/
http://www.aidsrunwalk.org/
http://www.aidsrunwalk.org/
http://www.aidsrunwalk.org/
http://www.aidsrunwalk.org/
http://www.aidschicago.org/
http://www.aidschicago.org/
http://www.aidschicago.org/
http://www.aidschicago.org/
http://www.gtzillinois.hiv/
http://www.gtzillinois.hiv/
http://www.aidsrunwalk.org/
http://www.aidsrunwalk.org/




@MOSPHERE • 773-784-1100 
5355 N. Clark
2ND STORY BAR • 312-923-9536
157 E. Ohio 
BATON SHOW LOUNGE
312-644-5269 • 4713 N. Broadway
BERLIN • 773-348-4975
954 W. Belmont
BIG CHICKS • 773-728-5511
5024 N. Sheridan
BOBBY LOVES • 773-525-1200
3729 N. Halsted
CELL BLOCK • 773-665-8064                                                     
3702 N. Halsted
CHARLIES • 773-871-8887                                                     
3726 N. Broadway
CLOSET • 773-477-8533
3325 N. Broadway
ELIXIR ANDERSONVILLE
773-975-9244 1509 W. Balmoral
ELIXIR LOUNGE 773-975-9244
3452 N. Halsted
FANTASY NIGHTCLUB 
773-325-2233 • 3641 N. Halsted
GRANVILLE ANVIL
773-973-0006 • 1137 W. Granville
HYDRATE • 773-975-9244                                                     
3458 N. Halsted
JACKHAMMER • 773-743-5772
6406 N. Clark
JEFFERY PUB • 773-363-8555
7041 S. Jeffery Blvd
L.J’s (Little Jims) • 773-871-6116
3501 N. Halsted
LIPS • 312-815-2662
2229 S. Michigan Ave
LUCKY HORSESHOE 
773-404-3169 • 3169 N. Halsted
MANHANDLER • 773-871-3339                                                     
1948 N. Halsted
MARTYS MARTINI BAR • 
773-561-6425 • 1511 W Balmoral
MARYS ATTIC • 
773-784-6969 5400 N. Clark
MEETING HOUSE TAVERN • 
773-696-4211 • 5025 N. Clark
RAVENSWOOD TAP •
773-528-3253 • 1829 W. Montrose

REPLAY • 773-975-9244
3439 N. Halsted
ROGERS PARK SOCIAL 
6920 N. Glenwood

ROSCOES  • 773-281-3355 
3356 N. Halsted

SCARLET • 773-348-1053  
3320 N. Halsted

PROGRESS • 
773-697-9268 • 3359 N. Halsted

SHAKERS ON CLARK • 
773-327-5969 3160 N. Clark

SIDETRACK • 773-477-9189
3349 N. Halsted

SOFO Tap • 773-784-7636
4923 N. Clark

SPLASH • 773-904-7338
3339 N. Halsted

THE CALL • 773-334-2525
1547 W. Bryn Mawr

THE NORTH END •                                                     
773-477-7999 • 3733 N. Halsted

TOUCHE • 773-465-7400
6412 N. Clark

F.O’MAHONY’S • 773-549-0226
3701 N. Broadway
HAMBURGER MARY’S
773-784-6969 • 5400 N. Clark
KIT KAT LOUNGE & SUPPER
CLUB • 773-525-1111
3700 N. Halsted
Open Daily 5:30pm-2am
LARK • 773-799-8968
3441 N. Halsted
NOOKIES • 773-248-9888
3334 N. Halsted 
CLOSED FOR REMODELING

RED ROVER CAFE/CONN'S
CATERING • 773-262-0414 
1535 W. Devon Ave
REPLAY ANDERSONVILLE
773-654-1369 • 5358 N. Clark

WOOD • 773-935-9663
3335 N. Halsted
To Place an ad in GRAB 
Magazine contact us today 
at 773-857-2262

BEST WESTERN PLUS 
HAWTHORNE 773-244-3434
 3434 N Broadway St

GRAB A DRINK GRAB A DRINK

GRAB A BITE
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BANANA VIDEO 773-561-8322
4923 N. Clark
RAM BOOKSTORE &
ARCADE 773-525-9528
3511 N. Halsted
STEAMWORKS BATHHOUSE
773-929-6080 • 3246 N. Halsted

GRAB A TOWEL

28

40

53

BOXERS N’ BRIEFS • 
55 Four Corners Ln
618-332-6141 (Centreville, IL) 

CLUB KRAVE •
13126 Western Ave
708-597-8379 (Blue Island, IL)

DICKS RU CRAZEE •
1221 E. 150TH ST
219-852-0222 (Hammond, IN)

MANEUVERS •
118 E. Jefferson St.
815-727-7069 (Joliet, IL)  

THE OFFICE •
513 E. State Street
815-965-0344 (Rockford, IL)

To Place your BAR in this section 
of  GRAB Magazine Call Today
773-857-2262

SUBURBAN BARS

CENTER ON HALSTED
3656 N Halsted • 773-472-6469
GERBER/HART LIBRARY
AND ARCHIVES •
6500 N. Clark 773-381-8030
LEATHER ARCHIVES &
MUSEUM • 6418 N. Greenview 
773-761-9200

CULTURE

9

11

25

GRAB SLEEP

3

CALIFORNIA 
Street Bar - 760-320-1266
224 E. Arenas Road, Palm Springs

INDIANA 
Gregs Indy- 317-638-8138
231 E. 16th St, Indianapolis (Bar)
The Club Indianapolis-317-635-5796
620 N. Capitol Ave (Bathhouse)
MICHIGAN 
Dunes Resort - 269-857-1401
333 Blue Star Highway, Douglas
FIVE 15 - 248-515-2551
515 S. Washington, Royal Oak (Bar)
MISSOURI (ST LOUIS)
Club St. Louis - 314-533-3666
2625 Samuel Shepard Dr (Bathhouse)
Rehab Bar & Grill - 314-652-3700
4054 Choteau Ave (Bar)

OHIO
The Club Columbus- 614-291-0049
795 West 5th Avenue (Bathhouse)

WASHINGTON DC
DIK Bar - 202-328-0100
1637 17th Street NW 
Annie’s Paramount Steakhouse - 
202-232-0395 1609 17th Street NW 

PICK UP GRAB IN 
OTHER CITIES

69

70
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AVIS/BUDGET 
(Car, Mini Van & SUV Rentals)
773-528-6400 - 3721 N. Broadway

BEATNIX • 773-281-3214  
3400 N. Halsted

CUPIDS TREASURES/ 
LEATHER SPORT • 773-348-3884
3507 N. Halsted

PLEASURE CHEST •
3023 N. Broadway - 773-880-9280
3436 N. Lincoln Ave - 773-525-7151

UNABRIDGED BOOKSTORE •
3251 N. Broadway - 773-883-9119

CHICAGO MALE SALON
773-281-6005 • 3418 N. Halsted

FLASHES HAIR DESIGN
773-472-3355 • 3740 N. Broadway

SLADES BARBER SHOP
773-880-9858 • 3314 N.  Halsted

AIDS FOUNDATION - 
200 W. Jackson Blvd #2100 - 
312-922-2322

AIDS HOTLINE (ILLINOIS) - 
800-AID-AIDS (800-243-2437)

ANDERSONVILLE CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE - 773-728-2995

ASIANS/FRIENDS OF CHICAGO -
312-409-1573

BROADWAY YOUTH CENTER -
773-388-1600

CENTER ON HALSTED
3653 N. Halsted - 773-472-6469

CHICAGO ANTI-BASHING
NETWORK - 888-471-0874

CHICAGO COMMISSION ON 
HUMAN RELATIONS -
312-744-4111

CHICAGO HOUSE 
1925 N. Clybourn - 773-248-5200

CHICAGO WOMEN’S AIDS 
PROJECT- 
North Office: 6363 N. Broadway - 
773-262-5566
South Office: 2317 E 71st St.
773-955-8709

CITY OF CHICAGO DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE HOTLINE -
877-863-6338

CONGREGATION Or CHADASH -
773-271-2148

DIGNITY CHICAGO -312-458-9438
EDGE ALLIANCE - 773-935-4663
EQUALITY ILLINOIS -
773-477-7173

GL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE -
773-303-0167

GLSEN - 312-409-1835
HEARTLAND ALLIANCE
773-907-0367

HOWARD BROWN HEALTH
CENTER - 773-388-1600

HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN -
312-252-0012

LAKEVIEW EAST CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE - 773-348-8608

LAMBA LEGAL - 312-663-4413

GRAB A CAR

GRAB A CART

GRAB HELP

ADAM J COHEN, MD
PLASTIC SURGERY & MEDISPA 
847-834-0390 • 2845 N. Sheridan #903

ROBERT JAMES FINK, M.D.
ORTHOPAEDIC SURGEON 
GOLD COAST ORTHOPAEDIC
312-654-8800  7200 N. Western Ave 
Convenient Location!!! 
goldcoastorthopaedic.com

TOM KLARQUIST, M.D.
AMG PROGRESSIVE MEDICAL
GROUP • 773-296-5090
3000 N. Halsted #509

MAN UP MEDICAL
773-305-3300 •  916 W. Belmont 
www.ManUpMedical.com

MK CHIROPRACTIC 
DR DONALD MASON 312-291-8277 -
711 W. North Ave Suite 201

NORTHSTAR HEALTHCARE
773-296-2400 - 2835 N. Sheffield

GRAB A HAIRCUT

ROBERT LEYSHON - 312-782-2308
Attorney at Law, Personal Injury

ROGER V. MCCAFFREY-BOSS
312-263-8800 - 33 N. Dearborn 
Street #800

GRAB A LAWYER

CHESTNUT ORGANIZING & 
CLEANING SERVICE - 
312-332-5575

GRAB A MOP

BANANA VIDEO - 773-561-8322  
4923 N. Clark

To Place an ad in GRAB 
Magazine contact us today 
at 773-857-2262

GRAB A VIDEO

FIND
GRAB 

MAGAZINE
ONLINE AT 

WWW.GRABCHICAGO.COM
WWW.GRABCHICAGO.COM
WWW.GRABCHICAGO.COM
WWW.GRABCHICAGO.COM

BROWN ELEPHANT - SHOPS • 
Andersonville - 5404 N. Clark
773-271-9382
Lakeview - 3020 N. Lincoln Ave
773-549-5943 
Oak Park - 217 Harrison Street
708-445-0612
CRAM FASHION • 773-477-1737
3331 N. Broadway
EGOIST • 773-857-0882
3739 N. Halsted
FK - FULL KIT GEAR •                                                     
773-657-8000 - 5021 N. Clark

LEATHER 6410  •                                                     
773-508-0900 - 6410 N. Clark

MEN’S ROOM  •                                                     
773-857-0907 - 3420 N. Halsted

ZEGLIO - CUSTOM CLOTHIERS • 
773-525-6199 - 3341 N. Broadway

GRAB A DOCTOR

GRAB CLOTHES

LESBIAN COMMUNITY CANCER
PROJECT (LCCP) 773-561-4662 

NEW TOWN ALANO CLUB
773-529-0321 

OAK PARK AREA LESBIAN AND
GAY ASSOCIATION • Oak Park, IL
708-557-3003

PARENTS, FAMILIES & FRIENDS 
OF GAYS & LESBIANS (PFLAG) -
773-472-3079

PRIDE CHICAGO (Pride Parade
Organizers) - 773-348-8243

QUARE SQUARE COLLECTIVE 
(Nonprofit for queer artists of  color)
www.quare2collective.org

RAINBOW SASH MOVEMENT
 JMurray@RCN.COM

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
3857 N. Kostner - 773-725-9026

TEST POSITIVE AWARE 
NETWORK (TPAN) • 
5537 N. Broadway - 773-989-9400

UNITY LUTHERN CHICAGO 
1212 W. Balmoral - 773-878-4747

GRAB HELP
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CHESTNUT ORGANIZING & 
CLEANING SERVICE - 
312-332-5575. We are a home and 
office house cleaning service. But 
more importantly, we are also an 
organizing/cleaning service for 
people who need that service 
because of  their depression, chronic 
or long term illness or disabilities, 
the elderly, the deceased and much 
more. We are never judgemental; 
we’ve already seen and done worse 
than your home currently is. For 
more information about us, see us: 
www.ChestnutCleaning.com
or please call 312-332-5575. With 
your help, we can help you.

GRAB CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED BODYWORK

STEAMWORKS - Come work at 
the hottest club in town. Steamworks 
is accepting applications for all 
positions and shifts. Stop by and fill 
out an application at 3246 N. Halsted.
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GRAB CLASSIFIEDS
CLEANING SERVICES

MALE DANCERS WANTED;
The Lucky Horseshoe Lounge 3169 
N. Halsted. Open Auditions every 
Tuesday at 7pm. 21+ I.D. Required.

HELP WANTED

STYLIST FOR CRAM 
FASHION Join Chicago’s Premier 
Men’s Boutique: Cram Fashion is 
accepting applications for energetic, 
determined, and fashionable 
candidates who have an eye for 
fashion and knowledge of  current 
trends, must have weekend, evening, 
and some holiday availability, and a 
minimum of  2 years retail/customer 
service experience or coursework in 
the retail management/fashion 
business fields are preferred. 
Opportunity for growth is available 
within the company. Please e-mail 
your cover letter and resume to 
crammanager@gmail.com

RECOVERY
STRUGGLING WITH 
CRYSTAL METH? We can help. 
Crystal Meth Anonymous (CMA)  
Chicago.  info@cmachicago.org 
312-600-5590 
www.cmachicago.org

SALES MEN/WOMEN -
GRAB Magazine is currently 
seeking motivated Sales Reps. This 
is a sales commission position. Email 
your resume today to 
GrabStacy@gmail.com

ASIAN BODYWORK - Newly
opened men's spa. nice & clean 
private rooms with hot shower & 
relaxing music. We do Swedish 
massage Chinese Tui na, deep 
tissue & sport massage... 
reflexology. Prostate massage also 
available. Nice & friendly Asian 
guys with well-trained hands 
relax you from head to toes. Body 
& Soul. grand opening price: 
Only $70 an hour. You can come 
& have a free try. We just take 
appointments. please call then 
come: 646-206-7265 thanks. 7 
days a week. morning 9:00am- 
10:00 Pm. Special time ( early 
morning or late nite massage 
need to call for appointment).

Place your Classified 
ad on this page for as 

little as 
$15 per Issue!
EmailToday!

GrabStacy@gmail.com

Be sure to download
 the next issue
of GRAB for an
Interview with

Bob the Drag Queen
Online

www.GrabChicago.com
Tuesday

July 7th, 2020

http://www.ChestnutCleaning.com
http://www.ChestnutCleaning.com
mailto:crammanager@gmail.com
mailto:crammanager@gmail.com
mailto:info@cmachicago.org
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http://cmachicago.org/
http://cmachicago.org/
mailto:GrabStacy@gmail.com
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