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S JULIO

Julio Torres makes it easy to love
"Problemista"

By Gregg Shapiro
It should come as no surprise that
gay writer and actor Julio Torres’ film
directorial debut “Problemista” (A24)
would not only be quirky and original
but also deeply moving, while subtly
making a political statement. After
all, Torres is the same person behind
some of the most
unforgettable SNL sketches of the
last 10 years, including “Wells for
Boys” (which is a favorite of Stephen
Colbert’s). Additionally, his HBO
projects, the special “My Favorite
Shapes” and the series “Los
Espookys” have garnered Torres
raves and a sizeable audience. And
who can forget his brief but
memorable performance as Jules in
“Together Together.” With
“Problemista,” in which he plays
struggling toy designer Alejandro,
alongside Tilda Swinton, RZA,
James Scully, and Isabella
Rossellini, among others, he has
given viewers the most delightful
movie of the season. | had the
pleasure of speaking with Julio while
he was in Miami Beach.

Gregg Shapiro: The release of
GRAB Magazine

“Problemista” was delayed due to
the SAG-AFTRA strike. What does
it mean to you that your movie can
finally reach its audience?

Julio Torres: It's huge! | didn't really
mourn the push at all. Anyone who's
made a movie knows how long it
takes. To me, personally, it was
neither here nor there when it was
going to come out, so long as it
came out one day. I'm happy that
the time is now and that it gets to be
not compromised or not subverting
any greater effort. Yeah, I'm happy.

GS: “Problemista” features
narration and humorous
commentary by Isabella Rosellini.
What made her the right voice for
that role?

JT: Think that it's because she is one
of those voices that just echoes in
my head and has been in my head
for so long. | think the same is true
of so many queer people. “And now
a warning,” from “Death Becomes
Her,” or “Blue Velvet.”

GS: “Marcel the Shell.”
JT: Yes, “Marcel the Shell,” very
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recently.

GS: And the one where she voices
the hamster.

JT: Oh, yes! Stephen Dunn’s “Closet
Monster.” Yes, she voices a hamster
in that, you're right.

GS: She has a great voice.

JT: Yes, she has a fantastic voice. It
just felt like a voice that was
commanding, yet fairytale-like, that
provokes respect and awe at the
same time.

GS: Tilda Swinton is alternately
hilarious and terrifying as
Elizabeth. Was that part written
with her in mind, if not, what was
involved in casting her for that
part?

JT: | did not have anyone in mind
when | was writing it. | love writing
for people that | know, but | didn't
know anyone personally that could
play her. | didn't know Tilda.
Sometimes | would think of an
actress, and then | would be like,
“Well, | don't know these people.
Why would they ever be in this?” |






http://www.realignmed.com

didn't want
to paint
myself into
a corner.
No, | didn't
write with
her in mind
even
though |
was such a
colossal
fan of hers
for so long.
Then the
script got
to her and
she was
familiar
with “Los
Espookys”
and the
“My
Favorite
Shapes”

special on
HBO and
she was excited to work with me on
something. It was just such a dream
come true.

GS: Alejandro has this beautiful
and supportive relationship with
his mother Dolores (Catalina
Saavedra). Do or did you have
something similar with your
mother?

JT: | do, yeah! It's very based on my
relationship with my mother. It's a bit
of a thank you card to her.

GS: Has she seen the movie, and if
so, what does she think of it?

JT: Yes! She doesn't speak English,
but she's a very visually driven
person. She really loved it!

GS: A couple of things that stood
out to me are Alejandro’s cowlick
and his distinctive gait. Please say
something about those
characteristics.

JT: The hair is something that my
hair does every now and then.

GS: Lucky you!

JT: [Laughs] That | have that luxury
[laughs]? It's also something that my
father's hair does a lot. | felt like |
was paying tribute to that. It also
communicates that he's not on top
of it. Then his walk just came about
as soon as | put on the backpack. |
like to think of him as a little explorer,
like a little alien explorer collecting
data.
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GS: Please tell the readers about
your decision to have Craigslist
personified as a character, played
by Larry Owens in “Problemista.”
JT: The incredible Larry Owens. That
was a crucial decision that really
opened the door to the rest of the
movie. At first, | was writing or
attempting to write a sort of a bare-
bones, slice-of-life version of this
movie. | was just so bored by it. |
was so disinterested in it, and then
suddenly | was like, “What if
Craigslist was a person?” That
unlocked the tone and style of the
movie. It was one of the first pieces
that came to me.

GS: “Problemista” is timely in the
way that it is also an immigration
story.

JT: People keep referring to it as
timely, but | feel like this is a subject
that's always happening because it's
never fixed. The problem gets a
different face. People say it's timely,
but | say when hasn't it been timely
in recent history? | feel like the
anguish of feeling trapped in a
system that has your fate in its
hands, a system that has no face
and makes no sense, it's something
that feels very relatable to people.
It's something that | think that
people now experience regardless of
whether they're immigrants or not.
I've had people connect with it
because they dealing with an
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insurance nightmare or bureaucracy
or they’re in a crazy amount of debt
and they're trying to find their way
out of that. Immigration happens to
be the card that | was dealt, but |
think we all share this common
frustration for these systems that we
are constantly told to just keep our
heads down, work really hard, and to
overcome them. Even though this
story is partially about someone who
does that, it's also, | think, a story
about someone who questions that
well.

GS: | think the queer community
can connect to it, too because our
lives feel increasingly tenous,
especially with Alito and Thomas
on the Supreme Court, who want
to take away our rights.

JT: Yes, that feeling like you're
building a house of cards.

GS: Your boyfriend James Scully
plays Bingham, a character who is
sort of Alejandro’s nemesis.

JT: It's interesting because, yes, |
agree with you, but | feel like some
people misread it and see it as like a
crush or something.

GS: | didn’t see it that way at all.
What was it like to work with
James onscreen?

JT: It wasn't written for him. It was
already written by the time | met him.
I love working in community. All the
people in the movie are either really




old friends or new friends. | think
that that is just the type of director
that | am. So it really felt very
organic and very joyful. My parents
have been working together their
whole professional lives. They are
very much the kind of couple who
have blueprints in bed.

GS: So, work never stops?

JT: Work never stops, and | think
that creating is a love language for
me. Extending that to people that |
love is is sort of a no-brainer

GS: The final act of the movie
takes place 322 years in the
future. How did you decide on
that specific number?

JT: | think that's one of those
numbers where it's like, “Julio, just
give us a number!” And | just texted
the number. | think because it feels
arbitrary.

GS: But also specific -- 3-2-2.

JT: Yes, and it's enough time for it to
be extremely disorienting, but not
enough time to assume that
humanity is completely gone

[laughs]. We're still out there
somewhere or another. But (for the
scene) | purposely found a space
that had no windows.

GS: Thank you for not killing us
off.
JT: [Laughs]

GS: Have you started thinking
about or working on your next
creative project?

JT: Oh, my God, | have started
daydreaming of getting the time to
work on the next project. | do have a
couple of seeds of ideas that | hope
to get to.
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“Beginners”: An
interview with
gay filmmaker
Goran Stolevski

By Gregg Shapiro

The year 2023 was an exceptional
one for gay filmmakers. Ira Sachs’
“Passengers” and Andrew Haigh’s
“All Of Us Strangers” were well-
received by audiences and critics
alike and could also be found on
numerous end-of-the-year “best of”
lists. With “Housekeeping for
Beginners” (Focus), gay filmmaker
Goran Stolevski didn’t keep us
waiting long for the follow-up to his
brilliant “Of An Age,” which opened
domestically in early 2023. In the
same way Stolevski made us laugh
and cry (sometimes simultaneously)
in “Of An Age,” he achieves the
same emotional tug-of-war in
“Housekeeping for Beginners.”
Suada (Alina Serban), a mother of
two daughters — Vanesa (Mia
Mustafi) and Mia (Dzada Selim) — by
different, absent fathers, is in end-
stage pancreatic cancer. Her partner
Dita (Anamaria Marinca), the more
responsible one in the relationship is
suddenly faced with the task of
raising a teenager and a
kindergartener. Add to that the fact
that Dita’s house has become
something of a crash pad for
outcasts, as well as her gay male
housemate Toni (Vladimir Tintor), and
his younger lover Ali (Samson Selim),
and you can feel the powder keg of
her life getting ready to blow.
“Housekeeping for Beginners” is an
amazing achievement, and it’s all
due to Stolevski’s talents as a writer/
director. Goran was kind enough to
make time for an interview before
the film’s release.

Gregg Shapiro: What was the
inspiration for your
“Housekeeping for Beginners”
screenplay?

Goran Stolevski: The first moment
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the idea
came to me
is when | saw
a photograph
a friend had
posted online
from his life,
from when he
first moved
to Melbourne
with his
boyfriend in

the 1970s.

They moved

into a house with eight gay women.
It was just a random snapshot from
their day-to-day life at the time. |
remember seeing it and going, “I
love this energy, this context.” A kind
of cocoon of queerness. | wanted to
live within it, essentially, come up
with a story that takes me there. |
wanted it to be present tense. That
story doesn’t quite make sense in
Australia anymore. But most of the
world isn’t like Australia or like
America or like the developed west.
As much as Macedonia might seem
exotic onscreen, in this context this
is closer to what day-to-day life feels
like for queer people in most of the
world. | feel like a lot of these stories
don't get documented.

GS: One of the things that stands
out about “Housekeeping for
Beginners” is the way that
dialogue and the absence of
dialogue have equal weight. For
example, early in the movie, there
is a dinner table scene in which
multiple characters discuss a
variety of socio-political topics.
Later, following the scene in which
Suada, who has pancreatic
cancer, tells her daughters Mia
and Vanesa to call her lover Dita
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mom and housemate Teri dad (the
roles Suada wants the adults to
assume), emotions and responses
are communicated without
dialogue.

GS: It’s also in my older work, and |
realized that it didn’t happen by
design. It just happened organically
in “You Won’t Be Alone” and
especially in “Of An Age.” Dialogue
is very important to me. | grew up on
a lot of ‘30s and ‘40s Hollywood
screwball comedies. The dialogue
used to be so snappy and perfect. |
think that’s difficult to find these
days. | think it’s important to aim for
the highest that you possibly can. |
do love dialogue. But what | realized
in making these films is that quite
often, the most important lines of
dialogue are entirely unspoken. They
happen in the eyes. The actors and
characters speak to each other
silently; | look for those moments.
Sometimes they happen in a way
that's unexpected. | often encourage
my actors to improvise or rephrase
things in a way that feels
comfortable for them, feels real for
them. I'm not a stickler about these
things. Also, when you say
improvisation, most people think of
dialogue. But improvisation can just






be a glance or a gesture or
someone taking someone’s hand
and looking at it. Those
moments, to me, contain a whole
story or put a frame around it that
feels very whole and profound.
I’'m always looking for them.
Sometimes an entire scene of
dialogue that | love ends up
deleted [laughs] because
something's happened along the
way that is so much more elegant
and eloquent and silent that gives
me the emotional detail that I'm
looking for which makes the
dialogue redundant. I’'m grateful
when | find them.

GS: As the screenwriter, is
there a special significance to

Suada having two daughters,

as opposed to a daughter and

a son, or two sons?

GS: Not theoretically. It's quite
common that | do end up writing
more female characters than male
ones in my work. | feel like if you
took out my brain cells and analyzed
them somehow scientifically in the
future, most of them would match
that of a girl [laughs]. Even when |
was little, | remember in fourth
grade, my class of 36 (children) had
to be stopped because there was a
crisis. Goran’s been hanging out with
girls for an hour. Everyone had to
stop and make sense of this. Why is
it happening? It has to stop! It’s not
an objective, analytical thing. | just
connect with girls and women a lot
more than | appear to on the outside
[laughs]. The only creative work |
trust is the stuff that comes
instinctively. Not the stuff where I'm
trying to make a statement.

GS: Following Suada’s death, her
widow Dita, who does welfare
work, is talking to a co-worker
who expresses her condolences
for the death of Dita’s “cousin,”
because she obviously can’t be
out at work. Is that what you were
referring to earlier, when you
talked about the rest of the world,
and how difficult it is to be out in
many other places?

GS: Yes. Even if there were legal
rights in place to protect queer
people in these countries, it barely
makes a difference when the legal
and social systems don't function.
You can have anti-discrimination
policies, but discrimination will still
exist. You need to hope for a
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policeman or a judge to somehow
be the kind of person who follows
rules rather follows their own
prejudices. Most of them will follow
the prejudices, and the bribes
[laughs]. It's not like that makes
Macedonia chaotic or strange to
most of the world. That is, genuinely,
most of the world. | saw a list where
the world’s 190 countries got ranked
based on GDP, and Macedonia was
dead set in the middle. It was like at
number 90. This is the average in the
world, it's not the exception. In order
to function in a workplace and not
be seen as something dirty,
especially if you’re a welfare worker
and you have to be around children,
she cannot be openly gay anywhere,
but especially at work. Even in
making this film, one of the most
complicated things that we had to
be very careful with, even during
auditions and finding locations, was
how do you introduce the idea that
you're making a film that has
homosexuals and children in it.
Because those two things are not
allowed to be around each other.
Again, this is not an exception to the
rule, this is most of the world. That
scene is a reflection of daily, hormal
life.

GS: You mentioned old movies,
and | was thinking about how
actor and comedian W.C. Fields
was known for his dislike of
children, and he had a famous
quote about never working with
children. So, what was the
experience of working with Dzada
Selim, who played Mia, like for
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you?

GS: The little girl, the five-year-old. |
remember we set up a quick shoot
of what turned out to be the opening
scene of the film, in the end, just as
practice, with a crew, to get used to
my methods of working on set, for
like an hour, before we started
shooting the film properly. The three
people on-screen in that scene had
never been on set before, and |
wanted to introduce them gradually,
with no sense of pressure. We had to
do things in a correct way. It was
about us adjusting to their comfort,
and also for me to try to figure out
how the hell does one direct a five-
year-old. The lesson was that one
doesn’t direct her, she gets to direct
you, and you should be grateful and
shut up [laughs]. Especially because
Dzada speaks two languages
fluently, and a little bit of English on
top of that. And she’s five! She's not
a kid from a privileged background,
so this is a brain that has caught on
to so much. The other thing is, you
don’t want to manipulate a child and
don’t get a chance to with Dzada.
She’s in charge. She's too smart.
She's on to you at every point. Every
single day we had to create this
environment on-set where she was
going to enjoy whatever she was
doing. There aren’t actually child
labor laws in Macedonia, which is
problematic on many levels. Luckily,
Dzada comes with her own child
labors which are she'll give you six
minutes and then she’s going to go
play with her dolls. And then her
double takes over [laughs]. The way
she approached it was like role-
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playing, and then she was
commenting on things that were
going on. Every day felt wonderful,
but then the next day we were like,
how are we going to get through
this? Because every day had to be
different.

GS: Throughout “Housekeeping
for Beginners,” | kept finding
myself drawn to Ali, Dita, and
Vanesa, who come across as the
most sympathetic characters. |
know you created all of them, but
would you agree with the

watching the film. The look and the
gasps that came from them when
they saw it was just so profoundly
moving. Shutka’s been depicted in
little documentaries and other films
within the region, before. A lot of the
time it's very exoticized and it
doesn't feel like real life. Whereas |
wanted it to feel like what everyday
life feels like. And in a lot of the
locations we shot in, we were
vaguely controlling traffic, but it’s
impossible to do in that place. It's
just real life going on around it. It’s a

That means that someone is coming
at your story so openly that the
depths of them are available to you
when they're watching it. It’s
someone you would hope loves
cinema in the same way that | do. |
wanted to be a movie critic before
becoming a filmmaker [laughs]. | was
a film nerd, first. | discovered movies
through reading reviews. A friend of
mine sent me a link that one of my
favorite critics just put
“Housekeeping for Beginners” in his
top 10. To me, top 10s mean so
much more to me than the

three | named, that they’re
sort of the heart of the
movie?

GS: Ultimately, at its core, it's
about a mom, a dad, and a
child. Dita is dad, Ali is mom,
and Vanesa is the child. That
was apparent to me at script
level, but also in the shooting of
it. A lot of this story is my brain
split between two women, and
that’s Dita and Vanesa, quite
frankly. There are a lot of
emotional notes from my own
life that are transposed in it,
although it’s not an
autobiographical film. There’s a
reason that the final image of
the film is Vanesa in the end.
That part wasn't written, that
sequence, but it was in the
prepping of it that | was like,
this is the key to my story. This
is where my heart lies. I'm
especially drawn to people who
are complicated, and even a
little bit abrasive. | don’t like
idealized, traditionally loveable
characters. The ones that make

Oscars [laughs]. The Oscars
are also important to me. |
don't love that sense of being
reduced to a number. | think
that's really confronting and
sometimes can be
misleading, as well. That’s
how life is today. | don't think
it's limited to film criticism or
movies in general. It's still
early days, there's not that
many reviews, so | don't want
to get too carried away. |
hope it continues for this film.
Ultimately, you want people
to find your film. Films like
this don’t exist without critics
championing them. | don't
have the budget of

“Barbie” [laughs] to advertise
myself. Without critics and
festivals, | don’t get to make
films.

GS: Have you started
working on or thinking
about your next film
project?

GS: The next two films are a

sense to me, that | connect to,

are people like Vanesa. Then, Ali,
you can’t help but love, even me.
Dita is the rest of my brain,
transposed through (actor) Anamaria
Marinca, who usually gets to play
me onscreen, quite often [laughs].

GS: What do you think the
denizens of Shutka would think of
the way it is portrayed in
“Housekeeping for Beginners”?
GS: Obviously, they need to answer
that more than | do. But | think
they're happy with it because there’s
a range of people and experiences. |
teared up in Venice (at the Venice
International Film Festival in 2023).
When we first enter Shutka itself,
onscreen, a lot of the actors in the
film live there, and they were there,
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gift to me, as a filmmaker, that | get
to capture this, and that | had actors
who were happy to work in this kind
of way that isn’t very controlled, that
is like an unfolding situation in real-
time. | hope the reactions continue
to be as they’ve been so far.

GS: “Housekeeping for Beginners”
is your third film after “You Are
Not Alone” and “Of An Age,” both
of which are certified fresh on
Rotten Tomatoes, while
“Housekeeping for Beginners” is
currently at 100% on the site.
What does that kind of response
mean to you?

GS: To me, a critic is a viewer, first
and foremost. Ideally, not always,
looking at your work very closely.
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little bit more expensive, so
they’re trickier to finance. Not a

lot more, but slightly. I’'m told to be
optimistic, but | don’t believe
anything until I’'m on set [laughs]. I'm
told to expect to be shooting in the
middle of this year. | don't want to
talk about the details of those until |
know they’re going to be something
that’s real. I’'m also writing
something at the moment; and
talking to an actor that | love who's
very generous and expressed
interest in working with me. That’s
kind of what's keeping my brain
occupied. | have the kind of brain
that starts eating away at itself
unless it's got something bigger to
lose itself in. Right now, that
screenplay is serving that purpose
until | get the budget to shoot
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JONNY MCGOVERN IS GAY AF

As the host of Hey Qween! and his dishy new podcast

show

By Larry Olsen

Jonny McGovern’s career in
entertainment launched twenty years
ago with Dirty Gay Hits, his collection
of gay themed songs that received
over five million downloads before
YouTube even existed. It caught the
eye of Rosie O’Donnell, who cast
McGovern as a lead player on her
comedy show, The Big Gay Sketch
Show alongside Oscar nominee
Coleman Domingo and SNL'’s Kate
McKinnon.

Today, Jonny McGovern is best
known for his popular television
shows including GoGo for the Gold
(second season streaming now on
OUTtv) and Hey Qween!, his talk
show streaming new episodes now,
exclusively on World of Wonder’s
SVOD platform WOW Presents Plus.
For even more gay laughs and
hijinks, you can catch him in Jonny
McGovern is Gay AF, the comedian’s
new weekly podcast show where he
puts a homo spin on all of the latest
celeb news. We spoke with Jonny
McGovern from his home in LA.

Larry Olsen: What is like to be gay
AF in Hollywood today?

Jonny McGovern: There’s never
been a better time to be gay AF!
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L.O: Gay comedians are hot right
now! There’s Fortune Feimster,
Matteo Lane, Tig Notaro, Bob the
Drag Queen... the list goes on and

on.

JM: Yes, it’s great. | think apps like
TikTok have really helped make this
possible. The take a lot of the
gatekeeping away. It’s no longer
some straight person telling you what
you can and cannot talk about. The
audience can decide for themselves
what they find is funny, and when
something or someone gets a big
reaction from a digital audience,
comedy clubs and the industry take
notice.

LO: Were you always gay AF?

JM: | may have tried to hide it in my
younger years, but when | stopped
trying to be what society told me was
proper and started fully expressing
my true self is when | started to make
a name for myself.

LO: What inspired you to launch
your new podcast, Jonny
McGovern is Gay AF?

JM: | started podcasting in 2006 and
my podcast audience has been my
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most devoted audience. | have
people that have been riding with me
for almost twenty years and that’s
really special.

LO: Gay Pimpin’ was a real pioneer
in LGBTQ podcasting!

JM: We were the first gay show to
crack the top 10 of iTunes podcasts.

LO:How is Jonny McGovern is Gay
AF different from Gay Pimpin ‘?
JM: Spiritually, they are both from
the same place.. Format wise, they
are different. Gay Pimpin’ was a
snapshot of my life at the time with a
very large group of friends on the mic
with me. Gay AF is more intimate.
It’s created to be like you, as the
listener, are sitting down with me one
on one to gossip, throw shade, kiki
about which OnlyFans accounts are
good and which are not worth our
coins. We break down the stories of
the day and deep dive into DL gay
celebrity scandals and blind items.

LO: Where do you find the topics?
JM: | keep a list of everything that |
see that stands out as “of
homosexual interest” on social
media, in magazines, movies, TV, and



music. From diva rap battles like
Nicki vs. Megan to the gay couple
airport meltdown to Diddy’s alleged
gay sex parties; no topic is off limits!

LO: How did your podcast shows
prepare you for Hey Qween!?

JM: | was working in nightlife while
recording The Gay Pimpin’ shows
and | spent a lot of time with drag
queens and ballroom legends. It
was a natural evolution to make Hey
Qween! a place where queens share
their journeys.

LO: Congratulations on the show
moving to Wow Presents Plus!
JM: This season, we have access
like never before to the world’s top
queens! We are the first sit down TV
interview for the eliminated queens
of season 16 of RuPaul’s Drag Race,
so we get the tea piping hot! Not
only do | have some of Drag Race’s
Emmy winning producers working
with me on the show, but we’re also
able to get call-ins from Drag Race
legends and we regularly feature
actual iconic props from the season.
The girls’ elimination airs on Friday

and Hey Qween
comes out on
Monday
afternoons at 3:30
PM on WOW
PresentsPlus!
There’s so much
Drag Race
conversation, it
feels great to be in
the eye of the
storm and on the
mother ship of
WOW.

LO: No doubt the
late Lady Red
Couture is smiling
down from
heaven at your
success.

JM: It’s
bittersweet to have
finally gotten to this place that we
always dreamed of traveling together
and not have Lady Red beside me.
She’s with me in spirit and | keep a
candle with her picture on it next to
me on the desk so she’s always
represented. | miss her and | know

she’s up in heaven cheering me on.

LO: Speaking of legendary angels,
what would Dorian Corey or
Pepper LaBeija think of the state
of LGBTQ+ representation in
entertainment today?
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Land of Lincoln: Your Visit to
Historic Springfield, lllinois

By Bill Malcolm

The central lllinois town of
Springfield is not only the state
capitol, but also the home of
Abraham Lincoln, one of America’s
greatest presidents. Lincoln’s legacy
is everywhere including the National
Park Service run village just south of
downtown. The downtown area is
very walkable and full of signs
describing details about the history
and role the 16th President played in
the city.

WHAT TO DO

Mr. Lincoln’s neighborhood (aka
Lincoln Home National Historic Site)
is a National Park Service run tribute
to the late President. The pedestrian
only area highlights the famous
homes of Mr. Lincoln and others.
NPS also runs a film on the history of
President Lincoln. You will find it at
426 S. 7th Avenue. There is no
admission charge. Try and schedule
a free tour if you can. Some fun facts
about Lincoln and the Lincoln Home
in Springfield from the National Park
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Service brochure:

eAbraham Lincoln was born
February 12, 1809. He died April 15,
1865.

e Abraham Lincoln was 6 feet, 4
inches tall.

e The first time Abraham Lincoln ran
for public office, he lost. He finished
eighth of thirteen candidates.

¢ Before becoming president,
Abraham Lincoln held the following
political offices: Seat in the lllinois
State House of Representatives
(1834, 1836, 1838, and 1840) and
Seat in the U.S. House of
Representatives (1846)

e Lincoln was to participate in a duel
with James Shields on September
22, 1842, until it was called off at the
last minute by friends on both sides.
e Lincoln did not receive the
nickname "Rail Splitter" until the
lllinois Republican Convention held
in Decatur on May 9-10, 1860.
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The Lincoln Home

eThe Lincoln Home was built in 1839

for Reverend Charles Dresser, who

later married Abraham and Mary

Lincoln, then a few years later, sold

them the house. It was a one-and-a-

half cottage at the time. The Lincolns
paid $1500 for the house. Other
details:

e The Lincoln Home has almost
burned down two times since its
construction in 1839. The first fire
occurred over the Christmas
holiday of 1854/1855. This fire may
have encouraged the Lincolns to
add the full second floor. The
second fire was the result of a
lightning strike, which burned the
roof near the north chimney.

e The first telephone was installed in
the Lincoln Home between 1878
and 1879.

e Electricity was first used to light
the home in 1899.





http://www.pridetoronto.com/festival

Lincoln home National Historic Site

Other things to do:

Tour the beautiful lllinois State
Capitol.

Visit the Lincoln Presidential
Museum and the Lincoln grave site
known as Lincoln’s Tomb.

Enjoy the wildflowers and trails just
south of downtown along Lake
Springdfield.

The lllinois State Museum (502 S.
Spring Street) is free and showcase’s
the state.

NIGHTLIFE

The Clique Bar downtown is your
LGBTQ+ bar. They have a great
happy hour and a friendly crowd of
locals. Check their Facebook page
for events. You will find them at 411
East Washington right downtown.
PRIDEFEST IS MAY 18

Mark your calendars. Springfield’s
Pridefest will be May 18. It features
the 11th Annual Club LaCage Drag
Show as well as Drag Queen Bingo.
Details at springfieldpridefest.com.
GETTING THERE

Springdfield is served by rail from
both Chicago and St. Louis as well
as a train that goes south to Texas
on the Texas Eagle which features a
dome car. The trains in lllinois now
operate at 100 mph + and service is
frequent. The station is right
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downtown. Book your trip

at www.amtrak.com.

Springfield is just 2-3 hours south of
Chicago and just ninety miles north
of St. Louis.

Flying is an option right into
Springfield or you can fly to St. Louis
and drive up.

WHERE TO STAY

| stayed at the Carpenter Street
Hotel (525 N. 6th Street) Inn just
north of downtown. It’s basic and
affordable and walkable to the
attractions. They even offered me a
lower rate than the one | booked at
when | checked in — unheard of in
the industry. It’s near a nice locally
owned grocery store, County Market
(210 E. Carpenter), which has food
to go and a great salad bar. Work out
at the nearby new YMCA that sells
day passes until 4 p.m. Check your
bill, though. They charged me three
nights instead of two and also
charged the incorrect rate the
second night. (Yes, | got it corrected.)
Also, they charge the full amount at
check in (not at check out like most
hotels).

Other options are available but
check the Trip Advisor reviews of
them before booking. Especially the
Wyndham (the white circular high
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rise downtown) as well as the
property across the street which
both get dubious reviews. The only
other hotel | recommend downtown
is the State House Inn. There are
other hotels east of downtown along
the freeway. | have stayed at the
Crowne Point but get a room not
facing the freeway (I-55).

FOR MORE INFORMATION

lllinois Times (lllinoistimes.com) is
your weekly with local events and
happenings.
VisitSpringfieldillionis.com

and capitalcityvisitor.com have
details on all of the above
attractions.

Springdfield is rich in history and has
a fun gay bar. It is worth a visit.

Bill Malcolm is an award winning
LGBTQ+ syndicated travel columnist
whose column is carried by
publications around North America.
He recently finished second in the
Excellence in Journalism Awards in
the Florida Press Association for
travel writing for his Chicago and
Milan columns published by
Embrace Magazine of Ocala. He is a
native of Peoria, lllinois and his family
is from Morton and Pekin.






Happy 15th Anniversary CRAM
Photos By Steven Koch
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GRAB YOUR FRIEND

2 Bears Tavern Uptown: . $5 Stoli Cocktails (Any Flavor), Everyday Specials: $5Jager, Fireball
& Malort $4 Tallboy Beers (BuschLight, PBR, Hamm’s), Free Pinball & Darts.@mosphere: $5
Well Cocktails & Draft Beer 6-8pm. Cell Block: Open 4pm-2am. Charlies: Bingo 7 — 11 pm
Dancing until close. Hydrate: Lips and Mascara Doors at 8pm Show at 10pm.. North End:
Open at 11am, $5 Well Drinks.Shakers on Clark: Comedy Night $1 off Well Drinks and Well
>4Shots. Sidetrack: Open at 3pm, Musical Monday Show Tunes 8pm-2am. Steamworks: Every
3rd Monday TM4M (Trans Men For Men) 8pm-2am. The Sofo Tap: $5 Whiskeys, Ryes &
Bourbons. Everyday Specials: $5 Jager, Fireball & Malort, $4 Tall Boy Beers (Busch Light,
PBR,Hamm'’s) Free Darts. Touche: Open 5pm-4am. Horny Bastards A Night for those who just
didn’t get enough over the weekend.

2 Bears Tavern Uptown: . $3 House Shots, $7 Big Miller Lite Drafts Everyday Specials: $5Jager, Fireball &
Malort $4 Tallboy Beers (BuschLight, PBR, Hamm’s), Free Pinball & Darts.@mosphere: $5 Well Cocktails &
Draft Beer 6-8pm, Game Night with Tony. Cell Block: Open 4pm-2am. Charlie’s: Tune Up Tuesday Karaoke 7 —
11PM, Tag Team Tuesdays 11p — 2am, Dancing until close. Hydrate: TatTuesday XXL Doors open at 8pm. Kit
Kat Lounge: Happy Hour 5-7pm $8.95 Martinis Lucky Horseshoe: Open at 6pm. Dancers at 8pm. Open
auditions for male dancers 7pm. $5 drink specials. Meeting House Tavern: $3 House Shots, $7 Big Miller Lite
g Drafts. Happy Hour Specials 5pm-8pm: $5 Stoli Mules (all flavors). Everyday Specials $5 Jager, Fireball &

7] Malort. Free Darts & Pool. North End: Open at 11am, $5 Canned Beers, Seltzers & Ciders. Shakers on Clark:
Tr||$3 Domestic Beers. Sidetrack: Open at 3pm, Trivia Tuesday 8-10pm, TRL Tuesday: Totally Rad Line-up of

m» | 90’s-to-Now Music Videos 10pm-2am, OUTspoken LGBTQ+ Storytelling 1st Tuesday of the month from 7-9pm.
| | Steamworks: Every Tuesday 4 pm — 4 am Guys Under 25 Get In Free* (*Free 30 day membership and free
locker). The Sofo Tap: $5 Amsterdam Cocktails, $5 Tallboys Everyday Specials:,$5Jager, $5 Fireball & Malort,
$4 Tall Boy Beers (Busch Light, PBR,Hamm’s)Free Darts. Touche: Open 5pm - 4am.Hardcore Cruisin’ No Cell
Phones/Wifi.

2 Bears Tavern Uptown: $ New Amsterdam Cocktails $5 Tallboy Beers Specials: Everyday Specials $5 Jager,
Fireball & Malort $4 Tallboy Beers (BuschLight, PBR, Hamm’s), Free Pinball & Darts. Cell Block: Open
4pm-2am. Charlie’s: Country Line Dancing 7 — 10pm, Sapphire’s Secret Shadows 10pm - 1 am, Dancing until
close. Jackhammer: $5 Whiskeys, Ryes & Bourbons, Everyday Specials: $5 Fireball, Jager & Malort Shots, $4
Tallboy Beers(Busch Light, PBR & Hamm’s. Kit Kat Lounge: Happy Hour 5-7pm $8.95 Martinis Lucky
Horseshoe: Open at 6pm Dancers at 8pm. $5 drink specials. Meeting House Tavern: $4Miller Lite Drafts, $5
Stolis (All Flavors). Happy Hour Specials 7pm-10pm: $6 Any BIG drafts Everyday Specials $5 Jager, Fireball &
Malort. Free Darts & Pool. North End: Open at 11am $5 Lagunitas Draft & Cans. Shakers on Clark: Karaoke
Night $1 Off Long Islands. Sidetrack: Open at 3pm, All Things Taylor & Ariana 1st Wed of month, All Things
Beyoncé 2nd Wed of month, All Things Gaga 3rd Wed of month, All Things Britney & Rihanna last Wed of
month: all 9pm-2am. Steamworks: Bear Hump Every second Wednesday 6-9pm A monthly mid-week
gathering of Furry Men. The Sofo Tap: $3 House Shots, $5 Tito’s Cocktails, $7 Big Miller Lite Drafts Everyday
Specials: $5 Jager, Fireball & Malort, $4 Tall Boy Beers (Busch Light, PBR,Hamm’s)FreeDarts Touche:Open
5pm - 4am.Jockstrap Night. Free Clothing Check.

WEDNESDAY

2 Bears Tavern Uptown: $5 Whiskeys, Ryes & Bourbons . Everyday Specials:$5 Jager, Fireball & Malort $4
Tallboy Beers (BuschLight, PBR, Hamm’s), Free Pinball & Darts. @mosphere: $5 Well Cocktails & Draft Beer
6-8pm, RuPaul Drag Race All Stars 6 Viewing Party - 7pm. Charlie’s: Survivor 10 pm — 1 am, Dancing Until
Close. Jackhammer: $3 House Shots $5 New Amsterdam Cocktails $5 Miller Lit Tallboys Everyday Specials:
$5 Fireball, Jager & Malort Shots, $4 Tallboy Beers(Busch Light, PBR & Hamm'’s. Kit Kat Lounge: Happy
E Hour 5-7pm $8.95 Martinis..Lucky Horseshoe: Open at 6pm. Dancers at 8pm. $5 drink specials. Meeting

House Tavern: $6 Tito Cocktails, Everyday Specials $5 Jager, Fireball & Malort. Free Darts & Pool. North
7,)|End: Open at 11am, $5 Deep Eddy Cocktails. Shakers on Clark: $1 off All Call Liquor Mixed Drinks.
‘am|Sidetrack: Open at 3pm, Let’s Go Thursdays with Alex Kay & Friends 9pm-2am. Steamworks: Lights Out
w» | Thursdays, The Club goes Dark Every Thursday 4pm-4am. The Sofo Tap: $5 New Amsterdam Cocktails$5
= =| Tallboy Beers Everyday Specials: , $5 Jager, Fireball & Malort, $4 Tall Boy Beers (Busch Light, PBR,Hamm’s)
| Free Darts. Touche: Open 5pm - 4am.Throwback Thursdays70’s & 80’s Music & Porn by BijouVideo. 70’s &
80’s Music.
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2Bears Tavern Uptown: $7.50 Big Miler Lite Drafts$3 House Shots. Happy Hour Specials: 3pm-6pm: $4 New Amsterdam Cockiails $5
Chicago Handshakes. Everyday Specials:$5 Jagey; Fireball & Malort $4 Tallooy Beers (BuschLight, PBR, Hammis), Free Pinball & Darts.
>= @mosphere: $5 el Cockiails & Draft Beer 6-8om, Dancers 10pm-1am. Baton Show Lounge: Doors open at 6pm, Shows at 7:30pm, 9:30pm
= ¢ & 11:30pm. Cell Block: Open 4pm-2am. Charfie’s: 1st and 3rd Fierce Fridays 10p—1am, 2nd Fieroe Fridays - Traffic Light Party 10p—1am, 4th
(@ Fierce Fridays - Giow Up Party 10p—1am, 5th Fieroe Fridays —Strut 10p— 1am, Dancing until close. Jackhammer: $5 Miller Lite Tallooys $8 New
E Amsterdam & Redoull Happy Hour Specials 5-9pm: $5 Whiskeys, Ryes and Bourbons $5 Chicago Handshake Everyday Specials: $5 Fireball,
T Jager &Malort Shots, $4 Tallboy BeersBusch Light, PBR & Hamm's. Kit Kat Lounge: Happy Hour 5-7pm $8.95 Martinis. Meeting House
Tavem: $6 Tito's Cocktails $7.50 Big Miler Lites. Happy Hour Specials. 5pm-8pm: $5 Chicago Handshakes. Everyday Specials $5 Jagey; Firgball &
Mealort. Free Darts & Pool. North End: Open at 11am, $3 Miler Lite Drafts 4-7pm. Sidetracke Open at 3pm, TGIF Show Tunes 4-9pm, Friday Night
Danoce Party 9pm-2am. The Sofo Tap: $3 House Shots, $7.50 Big Miler Lite Drafts Happy Hour Specials: 3pm-6pm: $4 New Amsterdam
Cocktails. Everyday Specials: $5 Jagey; Fireball & Malort $4 Tall Boys Beers Buch Light, PBR, Hamm's), Free Darts. Touche: 4/19 Cowboy Round
Up.

Daily Specials

2 Bears Tavern Uptown: $6 Lagunitas IPADrafts. Happy Hour Specials: V2 Off All Drafts $5 New Amsterdam Cocktails. Everyday
Specials:$5 Jager; Fireball & Malort $4 Tallooy Beers (BuschLight, PBR, Hamm's), Free Pinball & Darts. @mosphere: $5 Well

» | Cocktails & Draft Beer 3pm-5pm, Dancers 10pm -1am. Baton Show Lounge: Doors open at 6pm, Shows at 7:30pm, 9:30pm &
911 :30pm. Cell Block: Open 2pm-3am. Charlie’s: Country Line Dancing 7 — 10pm, The Main Event 10pm — 1am Dancing until

@ Close. Jackhammer: $3 House Shots $5 New Amsterdam Cocktails $5 Miller Lite Tallboys Happy Hour Specials 5-9pm: $5

oc Whiskeys, Ryes and Bourbons$5 Chicago HandshakeEveryday Specials: $5 Fireball, Jager & Malort Shots, $4 Tallooy Beers

= )| Busch Light, PBR & Hamm's. Jackhammer: $3 House Shots $5 Miller Lite TallBoys Happy Hour Specials: $5 Whiskeys, Ryes and
> Bourbons. Everyday Specials: $5 Fireball, Jager & Malort Shots, $4 Tallboy BeersBusch Light, PBR & Hamm's. Lucky Horseshoe:
Open with dancers at 3pm. $5 drink specials. Meeting House Tavern: $5 Signature Margaritas Happy Hour Specials.2pm-

5pm: $5 New Amsterdam Cocktails $12 Mimosa Carafes, Everyday Specials $5 Jager, Fireball & Malort. Free Darts & Pool. North
End: Open at 11am, $3 Miller Lite Drafts 11am-2pm. Sidetrack: Open at 1pm, SaturGay Drag & Games with Sasha & Zamora
Love 3-6pm, Saturday Night Dance Party 9pm-3am, Dog Day 1st Saturday of the month 1-5pm. The Sofo Tap: $5 Lost Coast
Tangerine Wheat, $5 Signature Margaritas, Happy Hour Specials: 12pm-3pm: 2 Off All Drafts Everyday Specials: $5Jager; Fireball
& Malort, $4 Tall Boy Beers (Busch Light, PBR,Hamm’s)Free Darts. Touche: Open 2pm - 5am. 4/20 Gear Night Dress Code in Club
Room, BNC 6 pm. 4/27 RipeParty Dim Lights, Deep Bets Go-Go Dudes DJ Harry T.

2 Bears Tavern Uptown: $5 Signature Margaritas, $6 Chicago Handshakes Happy Hour Specials 2pm-5pm $5 New Amsterdam
Cocktails Everyday Specials:$5 Jager; Fireball & Malort $4 Tallboy Beers BuschLight, PBR, Hamm’s), Free Pinball & Darts. @mosphere:
$6 Jack Products, $4 Domestic Draft, House Shots $2. Baton Show Lounge: Doors Open at 11am, Shows at 7:30pm, 9:30pm &
11:30pm. Cell Block: Open 2pm-2am Charfie’s: Queeriod! Every other Sunday 5pm —7pm, Singsational Sunday Karaoke 7pm—11pm
Meas Leche 11pm—1am, Dancing until close. Hydrate: Doors open at 2pm Northalsted's Official after Brunch party. Jackhammer: $5
New Amsterdam CoctKails $7 Jackhammered Long Isiands Happy Hour Specials :1st Sunday: $7 Planter's Punch2nd Sunday: $5 Dog
Bowis (Premium Wel) 3rd Sunday: $3 Busch Light, PBR & Hamm’s Tallooy Beersdth Sunday: $5 Stoli Cocktails (Any Flavon5th Sunday:
$6 New Amsterdam & Red BullEveryday Specials: $5 Fireball, Jager & Malort Shots, $4 Tallboy Beers(Busch Light, PBR & Hamm's. Kit
Kat Lounge: Divalicious brunch 11am-3pm, Happy Hour 4-7pm $8.95 Martinis .Lucky Horseshoe: Open with dancers at 3pm. $5 drink
specials. Meeting House Tavern: $3 House Shots, $12 Mimosa Carafes. Happy Hour Specials:7pm-10pm: $5 New Amsterdam
Cocktails. Everyday Specials $5 Jager; Fireball & Malort. Free Darts & Pool. North End: Open at 11am, $3 Miller Lite Drafts 7-10pm
Shakers on Clark: $1 off Bloody Mary's, $1 off Mules: Vodka, Tequila, or Whiskey. And $1 off all Revolution beers. Sidetrack: Open at
1pm, Sunday Funday Show Tunes 4-9pm, Sunday Funday After Dark Dance Party 9pm-2am The Sofo Tap: $6 New Amsterdam
Cocktails $7.50 Big Miller Lite Drafts Happy Hour Specials: 12pm-2pm: $3 Miller Lite Drafts 1pm-3pm: $3 House Shots FREE Chicago-
style hot-dogs (while supplies last) Everyday Specials $5Jagey; Fireball & Malort.$4 Tall Boy Beers (Busch Light, PBR,Hamm's)Free Darts.
Touche: Open 2pm - 4am. Beer Bust $2 Bud Light Drafts, $2 Sodas, Clubroom Opens 6pm, Movie Night 7pm.

SUNDAY
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Top 30 Dance Chart For the First week of April
Visit nexusradio.fm

Artist

Title

Juany Bravo

Stay Close

2/Sophie Ellis Bextor Murder On The Dancefloor
3|Casso x Raye x D block Europe Prada

4/Brando Too Close

5|Seven Lions & Above & Beyond Over Now ft. Opposite The Other
6 Kylie Minogue Tension

7|Tate McRae Greedy (Alok Clean Radio Edit)

8

Niel Degas X Ricardo Geldres

LA Nights ft. Drew Tyler

Snakehips & Muni Long My Body

Your Body

Different Heaven

Chasing Stars (Radio Edit)

11/ The Knocks & Sofi Tukker One On One (Radio Edit)

12/ Dom Dolla Saving Up

13| Kris Kross Amsterdam x Sofia Reyes x Tinie Tempah | How You Samba

14| Loud Luxury & Two Friends If Only | Ft. Bebe Rexha

15| pet Shop Boys Loneliness

16| Robin Schulz & Rita Ora & Tiago PZK I'll Be There

17| Hayla Fall Again (Radio Edit)

18/pvBBS This Moment

19 pARISI Believe In Myself (US Dance Radio Edit)
20/ps1 Out For 1

21| Electric Polar Bears X Bertie Scott Animals

22| Yyes V & Aaxis & Axel Cooper Derniere Dance (With Shanguy)
23|pJ Sammy Have You Seen The Rain

24 Ariana Grande Yes ... And

25|Notd Ampm Ft. Maia Wright

26 |Haliene & Elephante Hollow

27 |Vassy Krazy

28 Morgin Madison & Ryan Lucian & Jas. Tell Me Who You Are

29 Blanke & Grant Heavy Heart Ft. Your Friend Polly
30| Mike Williams Could It Be Love
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Disinherited from an Estate Plan

By Roger V. McCaffre-Boss, Esq.

The following are five factors that
I’ve seen that lead to people being
disinherited from a relative’s or
friend’s estate plan. Knowing these
factors will hopefully help ensure
that you will avoid being disinherited:

1) Never Call or Visit. This is far
and away the most significant factor
that leads to disinheritance. It should
be so obvious that it goes without
saying. Unfortunately it’s not. I've
seen countless scenarios where
children or other relatives expect
that they can go years without
visiting a relative, or months without
calling a parent, and still expect to
be provided for in their estate plan.

2) Threaten Not To Visit. Many
relatives subtly threaten or pressure
other relatives in various ways,
including by extremely subtle
insinuations that they’re “too busy to
visit” unless XYZ occurs. The
problem arises in two scenarios:
first, where subtle threats are
successful and they embolden the
threatener until the parent reaches a
breaking point and reacts by

disinheriting the threatener; or two,
where an elderly relative’s physical
and emotional capacities for
patience have degenerated due to
natural aging processes, and
therefore he’s much more easily
“ticked off” than before, and reacts
by disinheriting the threatener.

3) Be Judgmental About The
Relative’s Money. As a relative
ages, some unsavory people start
to see dollar signs behind
everything the relative does with
his money. For example, if an
elderly parent in his late 80s buys a
new car, a child may think: “what a
waste; he doesn’t need a new car
because he’ll probably pass away
in a few years.” Keep something
important in mind: it’s your
relative’s money and he can do
whatever he darn well pleases with it
up until the moment he’s dead.

There’s no need for children to
make remarks about how things are
“too expensive” or ask “do you really
need that.” Now, I’'m not talking
about scenarios where a parent has
fallen under the undue influence of
another unethical person, or where a
parent has lost the mental capacity
to make prudent decisions with his

money (in those cases

relatives should
intervene). My point is
that many acts of
disinheritance could be
avoided if children and
other relatives showed the
same deference to elderly
relatives (who are still of
sound mind) with regards
to finances as they did
when the person was
younger.

4) Argue About Minor
Things. Who cares what
color mom painted her
family room? Who cares if
dad decided to give
nephew Jimmy an extra
$20 for gas money when
he came to visit because
Jimmy recently lost his
job? Are any of these
really life-altering events
worth triggering a conflict
with a relative about?
Many times it’s wiser to
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just let the small things go
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rather than trigger an argument
about them with a relative. Almost
every argument about minor things
arises as a result of someone
speaking angrily in the heat of the
moment, whereas if the person
paused for a moment, took a deep
breath, and thoughtfully reflected for
several seconds, he would realize
the wisdom of holding his tongue.

5) Prematurely Clean Out Your
Parent’s House. I’'m talking here
about scenarios where a parent is
declining and will likely pass in the
next year or two, and a child tries to
get a “jump start” on making the
estate administration process easier
by removing items from the parent’s
house. Usually, it’s not so much the
removal of the items per se that
leads to the anger; rather, it’s the
signal that the child is acting
presumptively, or that he sees his
parent’s passing as a “imminent”
reality (which it may in fact be, but
the message being communicated
to the parent by the child is one of
disrespect).

Roger McCaffrey-Boss is a
gradute of Hamline University School
of Law, St. Paul, Minnesota, and is a
member of the Chicago Bar
Association. You can email him at
RVMLawyer@aol.com. He suggests
that you consult your own lawyer for
any specific questions regarding the
issues raised in this column.
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The Revenge of the Unicorns

By Holly Maholm

Sassy Pants and | were keeping
company with Queen Penelope in the
apple orchard when it occurred to me
to ask, “Your Majesty, you have been
so kind as to have shared with Dot
and me several fables, more than one
of which record the efforts you and
other members of the Species Unicorn
have made to act as ‘mediators’ when
conflicts arise between one species of
animal and another. But | wonder, do
you take on those same
responsibilities when an animal
species has a grievance with the
Species Human?”

The Queen turned to me with a
bemused glance, as if to say, “If we
did that, we unicorns would have
exterminated your species a long time
ago.” She responded, “No, Holly, and
for two very good reasons. First, if we
were to attempt to assist every
species of animal — wild or
domesticated — having a grievance
with the Species Human, we would
have time for nothing else. And
second, if we were to take such
retributive action — often constituting
little more than revenge — our
involvement would soon be noticed,
and the existence of the Species
Unicorn would be revealed.
Nevertheless,” she went on, “there
was one occasion in which members
of my frolic helped one member of the
Species Horse obtain justice, which |

will share with you.

“Many years ago, there was a
horse racing track located just outside
the city limits, and one member of my
frolic — Feather — was a frequent visitor
to the stables there. You have heard
that Feather had a soft spot in his
heart for disabled Civil War veterans,
who were prominent among patrons
of that track. But also, he considered
the racehorses, themselves, to be
another category of ‘war veteran,’
inasmuch as the lives of racehorses
were so short. There were many who
sustained injuries on the track, and
since it was usually their legs that
were injured, they were almost always
quickly put down. Accordingly,
Feather often visited the stables, to
see what help he could give to the
racehorses.

"Then, it happened one night that
when he arrived at the stables, all the
racehorses rushed out of their stalls to
tell him of the disaster which had
befallen one of their number. One
horse — Thunder — spoke up,
“Feather,” he began, “you must help
us! Only you can give us justice for our
loss!” He explained.

"Last night, the stable boy -
Miguel, who shovels out the stalls and
sleeps here in the stables as a
watchman — got up and went into the
stall with Chestnut. You may know
that Chestnut has been winning many
races recently, and we believe some
human wanted to make money

betting against him. So,

Miguel took with him into the
stall a small glass bottle and
hypodermic. We have all had
the vet give us shots, so we
know what we saw. But
tragically, this morning
Chestnut was found dead in
his stall, and Miguel swears
he slept through the night and
did nothing. This afternoon,
the vet who works here at the
track declared Chestnut died
of ‘natural causes,” and now it
seems Miguel will escape
justice!

"Feather!” he begged.
“You unicorns have horns!
You can make yourselves
invisible to humans! Please!
Give us our revenge upon this
human who murdered our
friend. And don’t forget, as
long as this human continues
living here in the stables, we
are all in danger. We have
nowhere else to turn!”
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Queen Penelope continued,
“Afterwards, Feather came to me, and
we discussed what we could do to
satisfy the anger of the racehorses.
Here is what we did...

“The next night, when all in the
stable — including Miguel — were
asleep, Feather appeared at the door
to the stables, where he led all the
racehorses silently to a place of hiding
behind a nearby barn. Then, | led eight
members of my frolic into the stables,
and one by one we unicorns took our
places in those stalls previously
occupied by the racehorses. After
that, Feather took up his position in
the stall previously occupied by
Chestnut.

"Finally... Feather used his
Unicorn Magic to disguise himself as
Chestnut, but not Chestnut as we
knew him, but Chestnut as he might
appear after a year in his grave - his
flesh putrid, black and falling off his
bones, his eyes rotted out, his lower
jaw hanging slack from a decaying
sinew. This zombie Chestnut banged
his hoof on the wall, and Miguel came
out to find the source of the noise.

“He was astonished to be
confronted by the skeletal Chestnut!
He screamed out in terror, transfixed
by the hideous apparition appearing
before him, following which the other
unicorns — each one disguised, like
Feather, as the decomposing corpse
of Chestnut - exited their stalls and
converged upon him. He ran
screaming from the stables, and that
night confessed what he had done.”

(To be continued)

Holly Maholm is a transgender
woman living in Cleveland, Ohio. Look
for Holly’s book Offered Magic: My Life
Among the Unicorns (now available on
Amazon) which collects the first 126
episodes of Holly’s adventures
involving both magical unicorns and
her LGBTQ friends. Send a message
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Diamond Shines Bright

Joey Diamond Reworks “Waiting for Tonight”

By Skip Sheffield

Out singer Joey Diamond and his
producer, Jace M, made waves last
year with their remake of *NSYNC
favorite “Tearin’ Up My Heart”. Now,
with the help of Toy Armada, they
are taking on JLO, re-imagining her
1999 classic, “Waiting for Tonight”.

Diamond fondly recalls bopping
along to Jennifer Lopez’s original as
a child and credits the diva with
empowering a young generation of
people of color like him; encouraging
them to have hope for the future.
“The song is a huge inspiration as
my goal, with both my covers and
original tracks, is to see people
vibing, dancing, and having the time
of their lives on the dance floor,” he
says.

Jace M and Toy Armada infuse
lots of drums and full synths into the
new version, but Jace feels it is
Joey’s vocals that really drive the
beat home. “Joey’s range is stunning
and the passion he exudes in the
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song is intoxicating.”

We caught up with Joey
Diamond at his Miami home to learn
more.

Skip Sheffield:How did you, Jace
M and Toy Armada come together
to re-make "Waiting for Tonight"?
JD: After the success of “Tearing up
my Heart”, we thought it might be
fun to do another nineties classic.
We looked for something with an up-
tempo Latin vibe that still had that
nostalgic feel to it.

SS:What did you think the first
time you heard Jace M and Toy
Armada’s production of the song?
JD: I’'m convinced that Jace and Toy
are actually warlocks and that every
song they create is embedded with a
spell that makes listeners crave
chocolate pudding.

SS:What is a typical day for you?
JD: Typically, I'm hitting the studio in
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the morning for about five hours.
Then, in the afternoon, | start my
second job which is producing
subscription-based video content.
Depending on the day, that could
mean meeting up with another
content creator and filming magic
together or it could be my fiancé and
| traveling and documenting our
adventures.

SS:Where do you go?

JD: We go everywhere from cities to
mountains. | especially love going to
the beach and dipping my toes in
the water. | especially love Haulover
nude beach.

SS: Do you have a guilty pleasure?
JD: | binge eat the Unicorn ice
cream from Walmart. It’s so
delicious. | could go through a pint a
day.

SS: What book is on your
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nightstand?

JD: It's been a hot minute
since I've had the time to
open a book for enjoyment
but the last one was Dr.
Michael Bennett’s F*uck
Feelings.

SS: Who is someone you
follow online?

JD: | follow Bad Bunny. | love
him and I’m super intrigued by
his fashion.

Jace M and Toy Armada’s
“Waiting for Tonight” featuring
Joey Diamond is available on
all digital platforms via Queen
House Music.

Follow Joey Diamond on
Instagram @ jdiamondisme

Follow Jace M on
Instagram @ JaceDdJ

Follow Toy Armada on
Instagram @ djtoyarmada
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"How to Be OId" by Lyn Slater
€.2024, Plume$28.00 272 pages

There's an alternative, but it's not
always a good one.

You can grow old or... well, you
could die. Other choices: remain
grumpy in your chair, or look out the
window and see what's outside. You
can have joy or regrets. Gather your
years or deny them, keep the gray or
dye your hair, live or die. You can read
these great books on aging, and
ignore what's inside or carpe diem.

The year before she entered her
sixties, Lyn Slater says she "couldn't
find anything to wear." Nothing
"inspired" her, which seemed to be a
metaphor: what she put on her body
"always helped me tell stories about
myself."

She was excited to enter a fresh
new decade of life, though, despite
being inundated with reminders of her
age, which only "served to provoke
me." She decided to return to school,
to take classes for fashion design, to
create a new wardrobe and a new
story, and in

On her first day of classes, Slater
noticed that she was "the oldest
person in the room" but nobody
cared; they were more interested in
what she wore. As time progressed
and she learned that her experiences
mattered, someone mentioned that
she should have a blog. Slater began
to dream. Soon, she began to blog.

"How to Be OId" is a delight that
mixes a passion for fashion with glee
for a second career and love at a later
age. Readers will be well-served by
heeding Slater's advice: "lIt's one thing
to think about doing something; it's
another to actually do it."
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"Nothing Ever Just Disappears:
Seven Hidden Queer Histories" by
Diarmuid Hester c.2024, Pegasus
Books $29.95 358 pages

Go to your spot.

Where that is comes to mind
immediately: a palatial home with
soaring windows, or a humble cabin in
a glen, a ramshackle treehouse, a
window seat, a coffeehouse table, or
just a bed with a special blanket. It's
the place where your mind unspools
and creativity surges, where you relax,
process, and think. It's the spot
where, as in the new book "Nothing
Ever Just Disappears" by Diarmuid
Hester, you belong.

Clinging "to a spit of land on the
south-east coast of England"” is
Prospect Cottage, where artist and
filmmaker Derek Jarman lived until he
died of AIDS in 1994. It's a simple
four-room place, but it was important
to him. Not long ago, Hester visited
Prospect Cottage to "examine the
importance of queer places in the
history of arts and culture."

So many "queer spaces" are
disappearing. Still, we can talk about
those that aren't.

In his classic book, Maurice, writer
E.M. Forster imagined the lives of two
men who loved one another but could
never be together, and their romantic
meeting near a second-floor window.
The novel, when finished, "proved too
radical even for Forster himself"; he
didn't "allow" its publication until after
he was dead.

"Patriarchal power," says Hester,
largely controlled who was able to
occupy certain spots in London at the
turn of the last century. Still, "queer
suffragettes” there managed to leave
their mark: women like Vera Holme,
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chauffeur to suffragette leader
Emmeline Pankhurst; writer Virginia
Woolf; newspaperwoman Edith Craig,
and others who "made enormous
contributions to the cause."

Josephine Baker grew up in
poverty, learning to dance to keep
warm, but she had Paris, the city that
"made her into a star..." Artist and
"transgender icon" Claude Cahun
loved Jersey, the place where she
worked to "show just how much
gender is masquerade." Writer James
Baldwin felt most at home in a small
town in France. B-filmmaker Jack
Smith embraced New York — and vice
versa. And on a personal journey,
Hester mourns his friend, artist Kevin
Killian, who lived and died in his
beloved San Francisco.

Juxtaposing place and person,
"Nothing Ever Just Disappears"
features an interesting way of
presenting the idea that both are
intertwined deeper than it may seem
at first glance. The point is made with
grace and lyrical prose, in a
storyteller's manner that offers back-
story and history as author Diarmuid
Hester bemoans the loss of "queer
spaces." This is really a lovely,
meaningful book — though readers
may argue the points made as they
pass through the places included
here. Landscapes change with history
all the time; don't modern "queer
spaces" count?

That's a fair question to ask, one
that could bring these "hidden"
histories full-circle: we often preserve
important monuments from history. In
memorializing the actions of the queer
artists who've worked for the future,
the places that inspired them are
worth enshrining, too.

Reading this book may be the
most relaxing, soothing thing you'll do
this month. Try "Nothing Ever Just
Disappears" because it really hits the
spot.

VISIT US ONLINE AND
DOWNLOAD OUR
CURRENT ISSUE
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DAN SAVAGE’S HUMP!
FILM FESTIVAL BRINGS NOT
ONE, BUT TWO ALL-NEW
LINEUPS TO CHICAGO IN

2024

Dan Savage (creator of the
Savage Love sex advice column, the
popular Savage Lovecast podcast,
and the It Gets Better Project) is
excited to announce the first of two
all-new HUMP! Film Festival lineups
for 2024, screening in Chicago May
10 & 11, 2024.

“This year the HUMP! selection
jury faced an unprecedented
challenge,” says Savage. “With nearly
200 submissions making it to the final
round of cuts, we knew we would
have to cut dozens of amazing dirty
films HUMP! audiences would love,
or...we could grow the festival! This
means the 2024 HUMP! Film Festival
will feature not one, but two distinct
and equally remarkable lineups in a
single calendar year. It’s double the
sex, double the kink, double the fun!”

The first lineup — 2024 HUMP!
PART ONE - is presented by Sniffies,
and features 23 all-new short subject
films. From the wickedly funny Not
Safe for Church, to the ultra-creative
stop motion animation Table Top
Tango, and the visually breathtaking
Human Chandelier, Part One is
packed with all the boundary-pushing
fierceness HUMP! fans have come to
expect. Tickets for Part One are on
sale now.

The second lineup, featuring
another 25 brand new films and also
presented by Sniffies — 2024 HUMP!
PART TWO - will screen in Chicago in
the fall. Tickets for Part Two will go on
sale July 1, 2024.

Dan Savage’s HUMP! Film Festival
is renowned for its daring showcases
of short subject erotic films, created
by real people for real people.
Captivating and exhilarating
audiences since 2005, HUMP! takes
pride in presenting hot, creative, kinky,
and downright hilarious adult content
that explores the spectrum of human
desires and pleasures. HUMP!
celebrates a cornucopia of body
types, shapes, ages, colors,
sexualities, genders, kinks, fetishes,
and an overall spirit of sex-positivity.
Find out more about the festival’s
history at https://
www.humpfilmfest.com/home
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RAVINIA FESTIVAL
ANNOUNCES PROGRAMMING
FOR 2024 SEASON, JUNE 7-
SEPTEMBER 15

Ravinia President and CEO
Jeffrey P. Haydon announces Ravinia
Festival’'s complete 2024 summer
lineup, offering 60 artist debuts and
more than100 concerts ranging from
rock/pop, R&B, classical, jazz, and
country, to movies with live orchestra,
dance performances, Fiesta Ravinia,
and more. Summer 2024 also features
the annual six-week summer
residency by the Chicago Symphony
Orchestra (CSO) with Chief Conductor
Marin Alsop and a range of classical
offerings from solo recitals and
chamber music to semi-staged opera
and dance.

“With an extraordinary range of
concerts and artists, we are excited to
offer an inspiring and captivating
season for everyone who comes to
Ravinia,” said Haydon, Ravinia’s
President and CEO. “Whether in
Bennett Gordon Hall, Martin Theatre,
Pavilion, Lawn, or Carousel,
concertgoers will surely experience
the spirit of summer with incredible
music under the stars.”

For more Information visit https://
www.ravinia.org/

WHO’S THAT GIRL?
REUNION SHOW SATURDAY
MAY 18, 2024

Between 1995-2005, Who’s That
Girl was an extravagant Las Vegas
Revue style variety show spotlighting
performers who impersonated your
favorite musical divas like Cher, Tina
Turner, Pat Benetar, Liza Minelli, Annie
Lennox, Cyndi Lauper, Beyonce and
many more. Each production number
was rounded out with teams of
backup dancers from Chicago’s
dance communities along with
elaborate sets, luscious costumes and
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exciting lighting effects. Memorable
highlights included the DRAG
Makeover LIVE Auction where
audience members would out bid each
other to be put into drag and perform
their own lip sync number as part of
the finale!

This year, Patrick Russo, aka
Patricia Roberts, is back to produce an
unparalleled experience of new
numbers and some of the most loved
performances reimaged with
impersonating divas channeling Cher,
Tina, Judy, Adele and many more.

Early productions benefitted AIDS
Foundation of Chicago and Open
Hand Chicago, then ultimately Howard
Brown Health where the event became
a yearly partnership. Patrick was
honored in 2003 by Howard Brown at
their yearly gala receiving their FRIEND
FOR LIFE Humanitarian Contributions
Award during their almost decade long
collaboration.

For Tickets and more information
visit http://www.WTGChicago.com

The Next Issue of
GRAB hits the
streets and online
Tuesday May 21,
2024.
Reserve Your Ad
Space Today
Call 773-707-2660

or email
GRABStacy@gmail.com
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WWW.GRABCHICAGO.COM
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PRIDE FILM FEST,NOW
QUEER EXPRESSION,
ANNOUNCES QUEEN TUT
AND BEST OF FEST

Pride Film Fest celebrates its
second decade with a new name -
QUEER EXPRESSION - and has
announced its slate of LGBT-themed
feature, mid-length, and short films for
in-person and virtual events in April
and May.

QUEER EXPRESSION continues
in-person screenings at FACETS on
the last Wednesday of each month
with QUEEN TUT, starring Chicago’s
Alexandra Billings, on April 24. And
our quarterly series of BEST OF THE
FEW new films will stream online from
May 1 to 19.

QUEEN TUT was nominated for
three Canadian Film Awards, including
one for Alexandra Billings as Best
Lead Performance in a Comedy Film.

For more information check out
openspacearts.org.
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SEASON OF CONCERN AND
SHE INSPIRES PRODUCTIONS
PRESENTS SECOND CITY

DIVAS—IN CONCERT May 20,
2024, AT THE STUDEBAKER
THEATER CHICAGO

In a once in a lifetime opportunity
to see Chicago’s leading ladies of
musical theatre on stage together,
Season of Concern (SOC) and She
Inspires Productions presents Second
City Divas—In Concert a benefit
performance Monday, May 20 at 7:00
p.m. at the Studebaker Theater/Fine
Arts Building, 410 S. Michigan
Avenue, Chicago.

Season of Concern is the Chicago
theatre community’s fundraising effort
to provide financial assistance to
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those in the community impacted by
illness, injury, or circumstance.

A virtual who’s who of Chicago’s
musical theatre, the performers who
have committed to date include:
Isabella Andrews,Ariana Burks,
Dara Cameron, Sharon Carlson,
Roberta Duchak, Mary Ernster, Lara
Filip, Emily Goldberg, Cory
Goodrich, Marya Grandy, Sophie
Grimm, Anne Gunn,

Rebecca Hurd, Angela Ingersoll,
Rebecca Keeshin, Clare Kennedy,
Heidi Kettenring, Iris Lieberman,
Donica Lynn, Amber Mak, Ann
McMann, Johanna McKenzie Miller,
Susan Moniz, Liz Pazik, Harriet
Plumpp, Mary Robin Roth, Peggy
Roeder, Allison Sill, Malkia
Stampley, Erica Stephan, Bethany
Thomas, Keely Vasquez.

Created nearly 40 years ago,
Season of Concern has raised more
than $3 million to benefit hundreds of
people in the entertainment industry —
actors, directors, designers,
technicians, playwrights—who are
unable to work due to iliness, injury or
circumstance.SOC’s vision: “A future
where no member of the Chicagoland
Theatre community Struggles alone.”

For Tickets or mnore information
visit www.seasonofconcern.oryg.

GRABBY AWARDS AND
EVENTS THURSDAY MAY 23-
SATURDAY MAY 25, 2024

THE 25th Annual Grabby Awards
(The Gay Porn Awards) hosted by
ChiChi-LaRue, Dillion Diaz, Drake
Von, Milo Miles and Chicago’s very
own Honey West will take place
Saturday May 25th at the Metro
Theater, 3730 N Clark Street in
Chicago. Doors open at 6pm show
starts at 7pm tickets Available online
at grabbyAwards.com.

Thursday May 23rd kicks off
Grabby weekend with Legendary DJ
Chi-Chi LaRue’s Skin Trade Party at
Hydrate Nightclub 3458 N. Halsted
Party Starts at 9pm $10 Cover.

Friday Night May 24th Meet the
Men of Carnal+at Sidetrack 3349 N.
Halsted 9-11pm No Cover.

Saturday Night May 25th
Grabby After Party at Charlies
Chicago 3726 N Broadway Party
starts at 10pm $10 Cover if tickets
are purchased online at
grabbyawards.com or $15 at the
door.
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INTERNATIONAL MR.
LEATHER 46 -
MAY 23-27, 2024

Thursday May 23 - /ML
Opening CeremoniesFlorentine -
Congress Hotel 8:00pm - 10:30pm

Friday May 24th - IML Pecs
and Personality Contest Venue610
8:00pm - 11:00pm.

Sunday May 26th -
6:00pm - 9:00pm. International Mr.
Leather Contest McCormick Place
Skyline Ballroom
9:00 PM - 4:00 AMIML Victory
Celebration Concord Music Hall

Monday May 27th -

9:00 PM - 4:00 AMBlack and
Blue Ball- Chop Shop

Leather Recovery Meetings 12-
step recovery meeting that
welcomes all programs and
people seeking support in a sober
environment during all IML
festivities.Guest Room 700 North
Tower

eThursday 11:00 PM - 12:00 AM,
eFriday 11:00 PM - 12:00 AM,
eSaturday 11:00 PM - 12:00 AM,
eSunday 11:00 PM - 12:00 AM,
eMonday 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Monday May 27th -
9:00 PM - 4:00 AMBlack and
Blue Ball- Chop Shop

For more up-to-date Schedule and
information or to Purchase Tickets
Visit www.imrl.com
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GRAB A CART GRAB A HAIRCUT

BEATNIX - 773-281-3214
3400 N. Halsted

UNABRIDGED BOOKSTORE -
3251 N. Broadway - 773-883-9119

WOMEN & CHILDREN FIRST
BOOKSTORE
5233 N. CLARK 773-769-9299

GRAB CLOTHES

BROWN ELEPHANT - SHOPS -
Andersonville - 5404 N. Clark
773-271-9382

Lakeview - 3020 N. Lincoln Ave
773-549-5943

Oak Park - 217 Harrison Street
708-445-0612

CRAM FASHION - 773-477-1737
3331 N. Broadway

EGOIST ¢ 773-857-0882
3739 N. Halsted

FK - FULL KIT GEAR -
773-657-8000 - 5021 N. Clark

LEATHER 6410 -
773-508-0900 - 6410 N. Clark

MEN’S ROOM -
773-857-0907 - 3343 N Halsted St

GRAB A DOCTOR

HOWARD BROWN HEALTH
CENTER - 773-388-1600

TOM KLARQUIST, M.D.

AMG PROGRESSIVE MEDICAL
GROUP - 773-296-5090

3000 N. Halsted #509

MK CHIROPRACTIC

DR DONALD MASON
312-291-8277

711 W. North Ave Suite 201

NORTHSTAR HEALTHCARE
(WELLNESS HOME

773-296-2400 - 2835 N. Sheffield

ReAlign MED
773-665-4400 - 916 W Belmont

www.ReAlignmed.com

CHICAGO MALE CLINIC
Holistic Men’s Sexual Health
and wellness

773-414-9900 -

4801 W. Peterson Ave., Suite 506

CHICAGO MALE SALON
773-281-6005 * 3418 N. Halsted

GREAT HEAD SALON
773-525-6123 « 612 W. Belmont

MEN’S ROOM Barbershop
773-857-0907 - 3343 N Halsted St

SLADES BARBER SHOP
773-880-9858 3314 N. Halsted

GRAB HELP

AIDS HOTLINE (ILLINOIS) -
800-AID-AIDS (800-243-243

ANDERSONVILLE CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE - 773-728-2995

ASTANS/FRIENDS OF CHICAGO -
312-409-1573

BROADWAY YOUTH CENTER -
773-388-1600

CENTER ON HALSTED
3653 N. Halsted - 773-472-6469

CHICAGO ANTI-BASHING
NETWORK - 888-471-0874

CHICAGO COMMISSION ON
HUMAN RELATIONS -
312-744-4111

CHICAGO HOUSE
2229 S. Michigan Ave - 773-248-5200

CHICAGO WOMEN’S AIDS
PROJECT-

North Office: 6363 N. Broadway -
773-262-5566

South Office: 2317 E 71st St.
773-955-8709

CITY OF CHICAGO DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE HOTLINE -
877-863-6338

CONGREGATION Or CHADASH -
773-271-2148

GRAB HELP

LESBIAN COMMUNITY CANCER
PROJECT (LCCP) 773-561-4662

OAK PARK AREA LESBIAN AND
GAY ASSOCIATION - Oak Park, IL
708-557-3003

PARENTS, FAMILIES & FRIENDS
OF GAYS & LESBIANS (PFLAG) -
630-415-0622

PRIDE CHICAGO (Pride Parade
Organizers) - 773-348-8243

RAINBOW SASH MOVEMENT
JMurray@RCN.COM

RECOVERY CENTERS OF
AMERICA - 331-234-5598
St. Charles, IL

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
3857 N. Kostner - 773-725-9026

ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCHE
617 W. BELMONT - 773-525-0844

TEST POSITIVE AWARE
NETWORK (TPAN) -
5537 N. Broadway - 773-989-9400

UNITY LUTHERN CHICAGO
1212 W. Balmoral - 773-878-4747

GRAB A LAWYER

ROBERT LEYSHON - 312-782-2308
Attorney at Law, Personal Injury

ROGER V. MCCAFFREY-BOSS
312-263-8800 - 33 N. Dearborn
Street #3800

GRAB A MASSAGE

CHICAGO MALE CLINIC
Holistic Men’s Sexual Health and
wellness

773-414-9900 -

4801 W. Peterson Ave., Suite 506

DIGNITY CHICAGO -312-458-9438

EDGE ALLIANCE - 773-935-4663

UALITY ILLINOIS -
773-477-7173

GLSEN - 312-409-1835

HEARTLAND ALLIANCE
773-907-0367

HOWARD BROWN HEALTH
CENTER - 773-388-1600

HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN -
312-252-0012

LAKEVIEW EAST CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE - 773-348-8608

LAMBA LEGAL - 312-663-4413
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GRAB A MOP

CHESTNUT ORGANIZING &
CLEANING SERVICE
312-332-5575

GRAB A VIDEO

BANANA VIDEO - 773-561-8322
4923 N. Clark

To Place an ad in GRAB
7g7az1ne contact us today

3-707-2660
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GRAB A DRINK

GRAB A TOWEL

1IN 2 Bears Tavern Uptown
773-672-4900 « 1140 W. WilsonAve

16 @MOSPHERE - 773-784-1100
5355 N. Clark

3 2ND STORY BAR - 312-923-9536
157 E. Ohio

§ BATON SHOW LOUNGE
312-644-5269 * 4713 N. Broadway

BIG CHICKS - 773-728-5511

15 5024 N. Sheridan

BOBBY LOVES * 773-525-1200
728 3729 N. Halsted

P1i)| CELL BLOCK + 773-665-8064
3702 N. Halsted

y4 CHARLIES - 773-871-8887
3726 N. Broadway

1) CLOSET » 773-477-8533
3325 N. Broadway

67 ELIXIR ANDERSONVILLE
773-975-9244 1509 W. Balmoral

;3 | ELIXIR LOUNGE 773-975-9244
3452 N. Halsted

3 FANTASY NIGHTCLUB
773-325-2233 » 3641 N. Halsted

"} GRANVILLE ANVIL
773-973-0006 + 1137 W. Granville

HYDRATE - 773-975-9244
3458 N. Halsted

PN JACKHAMMER - 773-743-5772
6406 N. Clark

W JEFFERY PUB * 773-363-8555
7041 S. Jeffery Blvd

v4 | LIPS © 312-815-2662
2229 S. Michigan Ave

7§ LUCKY HORSESHOE
773-404-3169 * 3169 N. Halsted

ROGERS PARK SOCIAL
6920 N. Glenwood

ROSCOES - 773-281-3355
3356 N. Halsted

SHAKERS ON CLARK »
773-327-5969
3162 N. Clark

SIDETRACK - 773-477-9189
3349 N. Halsted

SPLASH -« 773-904-7338
3339 N. Halsted

THE NORTH END -
773-477-7999 « 3733 N. Halsted

58

34

45

39

69

23

LX) 773-561-8322

:[1)] BATHHOUSE

BANANA VIDEO

4923 N. Clark
STEAMWORKS

773-929-6080
3246 N. Halsted

SUBURBAN BARS

CLUB KRAVE -
13126 Western Ave
708-597-8379 (Blue Island, IL)

The SOFO Tap ° 773-784-7636
4923 N. Clark

7 TOUCHE ¢ 773-465-7400
6412 N. Clark

DICKS RU CRAZEE -
1221 E. 150TH ST
219-852-0222 (Hammond, IN)

71 WHISKEY GIRL TAVERN -
773-654-1766 * 6318 N. Clark

THE OFFICE -
513 E. State Street
815-965-0344 (Rockford, IL)

TRUE COLORS BAR/GRILL-
7784 Forest Hills Road,
779-513-0564 (Loves Park, IL)

»3 DREW’S ON HALSTED -
773-244-9191
3201 N. Halsted

b2l FOCMAHONY’S » 773-549-0226
3701 N. Broadway

To Place your BAR
in this section
of GRAB Magazine Call
773-707-2660

KIT KAT LOUNGE & SUPPER

PZ3 CLUB » 773-525-1111
3700 N. Halsted

Open Daily 5:30pm-2am

32 LARK - 773-799-8968
3441 N. Halsted

79 MIA FRANCESCA
773-281-3310 « 3311 N. Clark

-y4l REPLAY ANDERSONVILLE
773-654-1369 * 5358 N. Clark

.f.3l MARTYS MARTINI BAR
773-561-6425 « 1511 W Balmoral

70 MEETING HOUSE TAVERN -

kR WOOD ¢ 773-935-9663
3335 N. Halsted

IIG

The Next Issue of

GRAB SLEEP

BEST WESTERN PLUS
HAWTHORNE 773-244-3434
3434 N Broadway St

HOTEL SAINT CLAIR
3312 787-3580
. Ontario St

GRAB hits the streets

72

and online Tuesday

773-696-4211 » 5025 N. Clark C U |_TU R E
Nobody’s Darling * 25 CENTER ON HALSTED
1744 W Balmoral 3656 N Halsted * 773-472-6469
GERBER/HART LIBRARY
%} PROGRESS - 11 | AND ARCHIVES -

773-697-9268 * 3359 N Halsted

i I RAVENSWOOD TAP -
773-528-3253 « 1829 W. Montrose)

;4| REPLAY ¢ 773-654-1369
3358 N. Clark (Andersonville)

ELN REPLAY - 773-975-9244
3439 N. Halsted (Lakeview)
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6500 N. Clark 773-381-8030

April 16th. Contact us
today to advertise

9 LEATHER ARCHIVES &
MUSEUM ¢ 6418 N. Greenview
773-761-9200

773-707-2660 or

April 16, 2024

email
GRABStacy@gmail.com







GRAB CLASSIFIEDS
GRAB A HOME | GRAB A REALTOR

LAWRENCE LOFTS Beautiful JTIRED OF PAYING RENT? MARK ZIPPERER,

: : Without tax benefits and/or
New Loft Apts, in unit w/d, having a management RE/MAX NEXT

roof top deck, ggtmaprivate company or landlord/landlady 3401 N Broadway
Stu

ark, elevators io and 1 not cooperative of your 773.612.6628

ed,ﬂﬂﬁoo t0_|$32,1 OOH‘: needs gr&helgprgpsrty’s% mark@markzipperer.com
month free on 13-mon repairs ¢ viayoe Its ime 1or - ywww.markzipperer.com
lease! 1049 W. Lawrence, near thr‘n?tﬂg}[’ysc\‘(’g&tsaf}%ig“y a idd
North Halsted and single family 3 bedroom, 3~ YL JORDAN I
Andersonville bathroom home (With VeryApt/Apt Scout
LawrenceLoftsChicago.com Potential), near the 702-612-9776
773.332-1600 intersection of Belmont/ jl@aptscout.com

Kimball Avenues with all https://

m’?et;geag{ir:)erlar(ér?etck it out, it’s www.apartmentscouts.com
GRAB AN ACCOUNTANT B SR N Ty

Tax & Accounting Services, Inc. agent/broker or directl MASSAGE

Tax, Accountinlg, Bookkeeping, contact Ledio Samarx%iu of BEST IN THE BURBS

: Mon Ami Residential, . o e
Y Eiolacto PBcics bujors TE82%4148 Viegoe e Worlh  drive fom th City

‘ time for you to do this for MassagingChicago.Com
the IRS. ‘Open year round,  yourselves, possibly having  Groat Studio, Great
weekend aths.(Servmg our more privacy than you/yours  Rpatac Great Hands Call or

Community for over 30 years.) currently have now.
Tax & Accounting Services, Inc. Text 630.290.0013
2835 N Sheffield 408 Chicago, CAREGIVER PETS
IL 60657 773-755-2748

CAREGIVER for HIRE GET YOUR PET

Male caregiver who is willing WORKING IN TV
to dress, prepare meals, . ,
CLEANING SERVICES shop & tre?nsgort clienton  Commercials, Films,

CHESTNUT ORGANIZING & Chicago's Northside in Magazines, Etc.
%_E%NZINSG5 7SsEI\=}\\/IICE ah exchange for housing in the CALL/TEXT

-332- . We are a home
anc21 ,O#ICG r][ouse c_Ieanirr1tg " geglggl\év.e(lélg Aﬁter]:grne;] gtes ;v&wéhélngIGe;;edPet.com
service. \ _EQ7. -833- .
we are also an organizing 773-587-5867.
cleaning service for people who

eed that service because of
their depression, chronic or long

S e heen The Next Issue of GRAB hits
more. e are never

ud 8@;&%@@3} e already seen the streets and online
currently IS. FOr more .

m%gggﬂggt?rtﬁgé S, Tuesday May 21st. Contact us
\c/)\;i&eyaosl?r%%lp, we can help you. tOday to advertise

773-707-2660 or email
GRABStacy@gmail.com
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