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      The sky’s the limit for Rick 
Twombley and Griff King, better known 
to their 700,000 social media followers 
as Rick and the Griffopotamus.  
      In addition to spending their time in 
quarantine growing their social media 
platforms —including their very popular 
Onlyfans page —   the guys have been 
hard at work preparing Two Kings 
Unlimited, their very own online shop 
that will feature exclusive erotic Rick 
and Griff merchandise.  Among the 
offerings:  pajama onesies, playing 
cards, a gorgeous coffee table book, 
and a line of phallic sex toys molded 
from, well, you guessed it.   We spoke 
with the husbands from their Atlanta 
home.

John Stein: Have you both always 

been 
exhibitionists?
Griff: We 
haven’t always 
been 
exhibitionists, 
but we do have 
a history that 
made 
exhibitionism 
comfortable for 
us. Rick comes 
from a 
background in 
entertainment 
as a 
professional 
dancer and 
aerialist so he 
has been 

comfortable with 
nudity and showing it off. 
Rick: Griff, on the other hand, 
had to evolve into his 
exhibitionist self. He, as a 
younger man, was overweight 
and struggled with his image. 
What changed it all was a visit 
to his doctor, where he was 
told, if he didn’t change his 
lifestyle habits, he would be 
dead from a heart attack 
before the age of 40. Since 
then he has dedicated his life 
to health and wellness. 

JS: Did you imagine Rick 
and The Griffopotamus 
would become the social 
media phenomenon that it 
has become?
Griff:  We never thought that 
Rick and the Griffopotamus 
would become what it is 
today. We were just having fun 
and never imagined so many 
people would want to join 
along for the ride. But for 
every hundred people who 
love what we do, there’s one 
who wants to criticize or find 

GRAB RICK & GRIFF
Two Kings of Hearts
The Men of Rick and the 
Griffopotamus Launch a 
New Online Adventure
By John Stein
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 something to dislike. We 
pay little attention to the 
latter, and focus our 
energies onto those who 
love what we do. 

JS: Who gets the most 
fan mail?
Griff: We are pretty 
evenly tied with getting 
fan mail. Most people 
follow us as a couple, so 
the majority of the mail is 
directed to us both. 

JS: Whose dildo is 
selling the best?  
Rick: Technically, the 
Griff dildo has sold a few 
more models, but as Griff 
will tell you, it takes a 
brave and dedicated soul 
to accommodate mine 
on a regular basis.

JS: Whose idea was it 
to craft dildoes from 
the real things?
Rick: We were getting 
requests from fans and 
one happened to work in 
the movie industry as a 
makeup artist, 
specializing in 
prosthetics. We began a 
dialogue and before you 
know it, he came and 
made molds and a 
prototype. 

JS: Did he have to pour 
plaster around your 
penises to grab the 
mold?
Griff: The dildo making 
process isn’t as 
complicated as you’d 
think. First off, the artist 
mixes a compound with 
water to create the 
material used for the 
mold. He quickly pours 
the solution into 2-liter 
bottle, cut in half and we 
stick it into the solution.  
The challenge was 
staying fully erect and as 
girthy as possible while 
the cold, wet gel cured.  
After about five minutes, 
the artist carefully removed the mold and, voila, it’s done! 

JS: The dildoes are the first offerings from your new 
merchandise collection, Two Kings Unlimited.  Where did 
you come up with the name?

Rick: Two Kings is a combination of our last names. Our 
hyphenated last name is the Twombley-Kings, which by pure 

chance becomes Two Kings when abbreviated. 
Griff: We designed our logo to reflect that, two K’s back to 
back with a crown symbol over top. The backs of the K’s in 
the center actually form the Roman numeral for Two, as well.

JS: Are you excited for the coffee table book?
Rick: Yes!  I’ve always been a fan of Madonna and her ‘Sex’ 
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book. It’s become 
an integral part of 
shaping my idea of 
self-love, sex 
positivity, and 
owning my power.   
Griff: We wanted to 
put forth a book 
that showcased two 
gay, married men, 
who love each 
other, are shaking 
the ideals of 
heteronormativity 
within the gay 
world, and pushing 
the idea of loving 
yourself as you are, 
owning your 
sexuality, and 
taking your power 
away from society 
and owning it for 
yourself. 

JS: Are there any 
parts of your 
relationship that 
you keep from 
fans?
Rick: In reality, our 
fans see about one 
percent of our 
actual lives. On 
social media we 
present a 
heightened reality, a 
fantasy, and sprinkle 
in just a glimpse of 
what actually goes 
on when the 
cameras are off. I 
mean who wants to 
see us take out the 
trash, clean out the 
litter boxes, or pop 
each other’s zits in 
the shower? 

JS: Does jealousy 
ever rear its ugly 
head into your 
relationship?  
Griff: Jealousy 
doesn’t enter our 
relationship on any 
level. Long before 
we ever considered 
a more adventurous 
sex life, we spent a 
year and a half 
developing a solid 
foundation in our 
relationship. Of all the things we argue about, our sex life or 
other men has never been one of them. 

For more Visit http://www.TwoKingsUnlimited.com  Follow 

Rick and Griff on Instagram @Rick_and_the_Griffopotamus 
and on their individual Instagram accounts 
@Two_Kings_Unlimited and @The_Griffopotamus.  
They are also on OnlyFans @RickAndGriff. 
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Patti LuPone: A Comeback in Quarantine 
Stage icon talks Hollywood, her basement videos and why 
‘Ladies Who Lunch’ will never be the same
By Chris Azzopardi

      In Ryan Murphy’s Hollywood, the 
wife becomes the boss, the “black 
screenwriter” is simply a screenwriter, 
and the gay leading man is just himself. 
Naturally, it stars Broadway icon Patti 
LuPone, who, in conversations like the 
one we had recently, thrives on brazen 
authenticity.  
     In the seven-episode Netflix series, 
LuPone portrays Avis Amberg, the wife 
of a studio head whose work is 
relegated to the kitchen. But not for 
long, thanks to Murphy’s 1940s 
corrective where power dynamics shift 
in favor of the underdogs and outsiders 
in this alternate reality, a fantasy 
depiction of Tinseltown’s Golden Age 
reimagined as diverse, inclusive and 
unabashedly queer. 
      That LuPone, 71, portrays a grand 
Hollywood dame and housewife-turned-
studio head – in, of course, only the 
most glam fur-fringed couture – should 
be no surprise given how she’s been 
commanding the stage through a variety 

of extravagant personas for a half 
century. In 1979, as Eva Perón, she won 
her first Tony for Evita; her second win 
came in 2008, for her portrayal of Rose 
in Gypsy. She's also been nominated for 
roles in Sweeney Todd: The Demon 
Barber of Fleet Street, War Paint, 
Women on the Verge of a Nervous 
Breakdown and Anything Goes. 
      On Broadway is where she was 
throwing back martinis in Stephen 
Sondheim's 1970 musical Company, as 
Joanne, until the pandemic lockdown 
forced theaters to shut down. 
      Now quarantined in rural 
Connecticut with her husband, Matthew 
Johnston, and son Josh, LuPone has 
been doling out delicious bits on social 
media. In one video she posted to 
Twitter, she channeled Norma Desmond 
in Sunset Boulevard, making a dramatic 
entrance from her basement steps 
(when Glenn Close got the role for the 
Broadway run of the show in 1994, 
LuPone said she reacted by trashing a 

dressing room). Other at-home videos of 
LuPone involve her giving aptly chaotic, 
hungover tours of her treasure-filled 
basement. 
      When we connect via phone, I tell 
LuPone that she might actually be 
happy that, for once, this conversation 
is occurring between phone lines, not 
on Zoom. “You’re right,” she says, 
roaring with laughter. “It really is the 
Brady Bunch.” 

Chris Azzopardi: Do you have any 
more basement videos in the works? 
Patti LuPone: My problem right now is 
focus and structure. If I don’t do 
something in the morning, I’m in bed till 
4:30 in the afternoon. So my kid – we’ve 
come up with a couple more. We just 
have to get down to it. We have to get 
up in the morning and go, “OK, now 
we’re gonna do the video.” We have two 
plans. So we’ll see. 
      The problem, Chris, is it has to be 
spontaneous. It’s the only way it’s funny. 

GRAB PATTI

Photo Courtesy of Netflix
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The day after my birthday when I was so 
hungover I went, half-asleep, (slurring, 
drowsy) “Let’s … go … make … a … 
video, I’m ... re–a–dy.” (Laughs.)

CA: If it weren’t for COVID, you’d be 
throwing back martinis on Broadway 
in ‘Company’. So I’m happy to hear 
you’re still throwing back martinis – 
or something!
PL: Well, last night we had frozen 
strawberry daiquiris, but that was really 
the first time, because I was texting with 
a friend of mine and she said, “Go have 
a daiquiri,” and I went, “You know what?  
That sounds like a good idea.” And we 
seem to have all the fixings for it! So my 
kid made daiquiris for my husband, 
himself and me. Then I had red wine, 
which wasn’t too smart. What I’m 
drinking a lot of right now is red wine. 
And I’m just trying … you know it’s 
really easy to let yourself go! 

CA: Have you completely let yourself 
go? 
PL: No! No! I’m holding it together. I 
have to! (Laughs.) Years ago a friend of 
mine, when he was on unemployment, I 
said, “What are you doing, Tony?” He 
said I’m preparing for my comeback! 
So, Chris, I’m prepping my comeback! 

CA: You made me teary when you 
recently sang “Anyone Can Whistle” 
for Stephen Sondheim’s virtual 90th 
birthday party. Do you like performing 
virtually? 
PL: What was difficult about it was the 
technical aspect. My kid was filming it 
and I had one AirPod in and I’m going, 
“I can’t really hear,” and then my kid 
said, “You’re pitchy,” and I was like, 
“WHAT DO YOU MEAN I’M PITCHY. I’m 
NEVER pitchy!” 
      There’s always the fear that, you 
know, you’re gonna sound like shit. And 
Stephen’s thanking everybody who 
partook, and I wrote him back and I 
said, “The rub is that we all wish we 
could’ve done better.” It’s true. I’m sure 
everybody thought, “Damn, if only I was 
in costume and makeup and on the 
stage at the Philharmonic with a full 
orchestra behind me.”

CA: You were singing “The Ladies 
Who Lunch” in ‘Company’ which 
Meryl Streep, Christine Baranski and 
Audra McDonald performed during 
that same birthday celebration. What 
did you think of their version? 
PL: (Explodes into a thunderous, 
dragged out cackle.) When it was over, I 
went, “I’ll never be able to sing ‘Ladies 
Who Lunch’ again!”

CA: Yeah? Because they set the bar? 
PL: No. I don’t think they set the bar – I 
think they trashed the number! 

CA: They set the bar for trashing the 
number?
PL: Yeah, exactly! That’s what I think! I 
mean, I say that with great humor, but 
I’m not going to be able to sing it 
without thinking of them doing it. 
(Laughs.) This is all joke, by the way! 
This is all humor! 

CA: Let’s talk about ‘Hollywood’. Does 
it feel good to be part of a project 
that’s beaming with hopefulness in a 
time when hope seems harder and 
harder to find?
PL: Yes, yes, yes. And I hope that is 
translated across the board. It’s hard. 
It’s really, really hard. I mean, I’m having 
a hard time. We all are. I’m not unique. 
And my problem is, I don’t know who to 
believe anymore. I’m so confused by 
what everybody’s saying. It’s just … I 
just … ahh. And you can’t stick your 
head in the sand because any minute 
now we’ll be “hi Hitler”-ing (President 
Trump). So I’m just really confused. I’m 
confused, I’m lost. 

CA: So how do you keep your mind 
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straight? By drinking strawberry 
daiquiris? 
PL: (Laughs.) How do I keep my mind 
straight? That’s the question! Because 
my problem has been structure, and I’m 
the kind of person that goes, “OK, you 
have to be on the set or you have to be 
at the theater – OK, great. I know what 
my schedule is.” But without a 
schedule, I’m lost. I’m going, “I don’t 
know what to do.” I guess I am my 
work. 

CA: For structure, what’s the first 
thing you do in the morning? 
PL: I started working out remotely with 
my trainer. Just to do something, just to 
feel like something is done. And then as 
soon as the weather gets really nice I’m 
gonna walk up our road, which is part of 
a mountain, and walk back down. And I 
have shows coming up, unless they’re 
going to be canceled, in January. I 
haven’t done them in a while, so what I 
started to do, because the weather still 
isn’t that great where I am right now, I’m 
listening to the shows that I have to sing  
in January, just to remember them. I 
haven’t sung them in a while. Then I’ll 
feel like I’ve accomplished something in 
the day and it hasn’t been – this is our 
lives! And our lives are being wasted! 
Not that work is the only thing, but if we 

can’t figure out what to do in the time 
that we have been given, that’s pathetic! 
It’s a blessing, really! 

CA: If you were running Hollywood 
right now, what changes would you 
make? 
PL: I would listen to the artists, I would 
listen to the writers. And I would not 
greenlight pictures because of statistics.  
I would ignore the statistics, and I would 
greenlight films and television shows 
that I thought were going to be 
beneficial for education and for parents 
as opposed to, “Well, that was a big hit; 
let’s make 9,000 more of those Marvel 
comics.”

CA: Would you let them make another 
‘Mamma Mia!’ movie? 
PL: (Deliberates, speaks flatly, 
deadpans.) No. 

CA: We don’t need a third?
PL: I hate ABBA. I have always hated 
ABBA. I will not go see Mamma Mia! 
because I hate ABBA. And I’ve hated 
ABBA since I was a kid, because I’m a 
closet rocker; when ABBA came out, I 
went, “Oh, you’ve got to be kidding.” 
My favorite band is The Band, and so if 
you’re a rocker, and if you’re a rocker 
and The Band is your favorite band and 

ABBA comes along, there’s no way. And 
so I don’t support ABBA at all. 

CA: So you haven’t even seen the 
‘Mamma Mia!’ movies? 
PL: No. Can’t support ABBA! 

CA: Is ‘Hollywood’ the gayest thing 
you’ve ever been a part of?
PL: Is it? Let me think. 

CA: Consider that pool party scene – 
all those naked men, penises hanging 
out. 
PL: Yeah! And the thing that was kind of 
distressing to me when I was shooting it 
was: Why am I going home?! Why is 
Avis going home?! 

CA: Yeah. Why doesn’t Avis get to go 
to the party?
PL: (Feigns weeping.) Why couldn’t she 
just sit there and ogle the penises? No. I 
go home early. 

CA: Didn’t you talk to Ryan about 
that?
PL: Trust me, I thought about that. But 
no, I didn’t. That was in the script and I 
went, “OK, I gotta leave the party.” But 
I’m trying to think – is that the gayest 
thing? Maybe it is. I’m trying to think of 
anything I’ve done. I can’t remember 
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anything that I do and that I’ve done. 
Maybe. I don’t know. 

CA: That party that Avis doesn’t get 
to go to – have you ever gone to an 
industry party like that in your life? 
PL: No. I mean, I’ve gone to pool parties 
with tons of Broadway dancers who 
were gay, but they kept their clothes on. 

CA: That seems less fun.
PL: Well, their bodies were incredible to 
look at, but they were all clothed. Well, 
barely clothed! Everybody had a speedo 
on!

CA: If someone decides to reimagine 
your life in 70 years, what parts of it 
would you ask that they keep 
factually intact and which parts 
would you allow them to reimagine? 
PL: All of it! I think they should keep it all 
factually intact! It’s been a rebellious life.  
And it’s been interesting. I hope it’s not 
over – the rebellion part, and the 
interesting part. No – they don’t have to 
reimagine anything. It’s been a lot of fun. 

CA: You’ve turned down diva roles in 
the past, like one that Ryan offered 
you on ‘Glee’. Avis does have some 
diva qualities, though. What about 
her divaness made you say yes to 

playing her? 
PL: I hadn’t read any scripts when Ryan 
pitched it to me. All Ryan said was that I 
was going to be the wife of a studio 
head and I would inherit the studio and 
make movies for gays, minorities and 
women. That’s all he told me. But Ryan 
is such a champion, and I’m not offered 
a lot of roles, and I’m not going to turn 
down Ryan or a role that he offers me. 
He expanded the role for me in the 
process, and of course it’s the most 
stunning era for women. Every time I 
would go to a costume fitting I was 
reeling with delight because the stuff 
was stunning. You feel so glamorous in 
that time period. I felt really, really 
glamorous, and I’m just thrilled.
      I’ll tell you, even though I knew from 
a very early age that I was born for the 
Broadway musical stage, I was one of 
those kids who wanted to go to 
Hollywood and be a movie star. Who 
doesn’t? If you’re in the business, who 
doesn’t want to be a movie star, 
especially when you go to a movie 
theater and see your idols up on the 
silver screen? When I was 12, I saw 
Disney’s Swiss Family Robinson with 
Tommy Kirk and marched out of that 
movie theater determined to go to 
Hollywood and be his leading lady. At 
12!  

CA: To be challenging the patriarchy 
like Avis does – was that cathartic for 
you? 
PL: Yeah, I think so. Any time a woman 
gets to push back on any kind of male 
authority, it’s cathartic. Push back and 
succeed. But I seem to have done that 
all my life, just in life, and then in my 
career. But I’ve always kind of pushed 
back because authority needs to be 
explained to me. I need to understand, 
“Why do you have authority? If it’s 
something you want me to do as a 
human being, I’ll do it; but if you are 
authoritarian about it, I need to 
understand why. 

CA: When in your career have you felt 
slighted or like you didn’t get what 
you deserved because you’re a 
woman?
PL: Hmm. A lot of times. I would say the 
majority of my career – not necessarily 
on the musical stage. You know, I think I 
got what I deserve as far as roles are 
concerned. I think I’ve had a varied 
career. But in the development of them, 
I think that I’ve been stifled because I 
was a woman. The opinion that you 
have is not valued because you’re a 
woman. That kind of stuff. I’ve always 
questioned authority and I’ve always 
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spoken up for what I perceived as 
injustice. Always. I think it’s just in my 
DNA. That’s just how I thought. And it 
has nothing to do with being a woman 
or a man – it has to do with me being 
Patti. 

CA: It was different to watch you 
have that rough sex scene with actor 
David Corenswet because I was like, 
“Oh, wait – we don’t typically see 
this.” We don’t get to see a woman 
over 50 go at it in full view like you 
two do. 
PL: Yeah! 

CA: Did you relish that moment 
because for whatever stupid reason 
it’s still so rare to see that onscreen? 
PL: Yep, are you kidding? Gimme more 
Gina, as they say! I had a sex scene 
with Dylan McDermott that was rougher 
but that was cut! Yeah. That was sad. 

(Laughs.)

CA: What advice did the intimacy 
coach give you? How does that even 
work? 
PL: He was a great guy. And he was 
always there to make us comfortable. I 
don’t know what other intimacy coaches 
do, but I don’t think I need an intimacy 
coach. I think I know what I’m doing. I’m 
certainly not uncomfortable, and if I was 
uncomfortable, I would talk to the 
director or the actor I was working with. 
As long as the coaches don’t interfere 
with acting, I’m fine with them. But if 
they start to interpret for us, then I’m not 
happy. 

CA: As we near the upcoming 
presidential election, I was curious: 
What advice do you have for LGBTQ 
people who struggle with the fact 
that some of their family members 

are still voting for Trump?  
PL: Oh, I’m having a real hard time with 
that, Chris. I don’t have family members 
necessarily that I discuss it with, so I 
don’t know if they do. But I have close 
friends and I actually had to cut one 
loose. It’s heartbreaking. But I’m 
thinking of my own mental health and 
I’m not going to get into an argument 
with anybody about that Piece. Of. Shit. 
I’m just not. I can’t. I have very dear 
friends; they’re Republicans; it’s really 
hard. It’s really hard to talk to people. I 
don’t even want to talk to these people.

       As editor of Q Syndicate, the 
LGBTQ wire service, Chris Azzopardi 
has interviewed a multitude of 
superstars, including Cher, Meryl Streep, 
Mariah Carey and Beyoncé. His work 
has also appeared in The New York 
Times, Vanity Fair, GQ and Billboard. 
Reach him via Twitter @chrisazzopardi. 
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      Wolfe Video, the largest exclusive 
distributor of gay and lesbian films, 
announced the early digital release 
of award-winning writer/director Wendy 
Jo Carlton’s critically acclaimed feature 
film, Good Kisser.

Written and directed by Wendy Jo 
Carlton, who has been making female-
oriented queer movies for two decades, 
Good Kisser features an ensemble cast 
starring Kari Alison Hodge, Julia Eringer,  
Courtney McCullough, and the feature 
debut of Rachel Paulson (younger sister 
of actor, Sarah Paulson).

Good Kisser tells the story of a 
lesbian couple who expose the faults in 
their relationship when they invite 
another woman into their bed. 
Effectively breaking the stigma 
associated with polyamory, Carlton 
gives insight on a taboo topic that's 
typically exaggerated and portrayed 
with ignorance. 

       It is a unique sort of relationship 
drama because it takes the “hook-up” 
or “one-night stand” narrative to 
another level of emotional complexity. 

Wendy Jo Carlton is also an 
Associate Producer on the award-
winning documentary, Circus of Books, 
executive produced by Ryan Murphy, 
on Netflix (2020).

We sat down with the talented 
filmmaker to talk about her film.

Michael Khordoc: How did the idea 

for Good Kisser come to life?
Wendy Jo Carlton: I love to write about 
physical chemistry, and about women 
who are in the midst of emotional 
clarity, or breakdowns!

When I was writing Good Kisser, 
one thing I knew for sure was that 
Jenna, the protagonist, struggles with 
low self-esteem and she often has 
social anxiety attacks. 

 Jenna is a complex character in 
that she is creative and open-minded, 
but she hasn’t recognized her own 
strengths yet. She is on the verge of a 

breakthrough, and I 
want to watch 
Jenna “wake up” in 
nearly real time. 
 Good Kisser is 
about the joy of 
organic sexual 
attraction, and also 
about the power of 
intellectual 
connection with 
someone, as we 
watch Jenna fall in 
and out of love 
several times! 
Ultimately, she 
stands up for 
herself, but in 
surprising ways.

MK: Why was it 
important for you 
to make this 
movie?
WJC: I’m 
obsessed with 

Wendy Jo Carlton 
talks about the 
digital release of 
her latest feature 
film Good Kisser
By Michel Khordoc
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 chemistry and attraction, and the different ways attraction 
informs our choices, good or bad. 

How we deceive ourselves, and the people we care 
about, which is human. Interpersonal communication and 
how we navigate that, and sometimes manipulate dynamics.

MK: In your opinion, what makes this film a MUST-SEE? 
WJC: Good Kisser has a steady simmering beat of sexual 
tension and emotional drama between three complex women, 
that’s definitely worth watching. Plus popsicles.

MK: What was it like wearing the hats of both writer and 
director?
WJC: It’s fairly easy to flow from writing the screenplay and 
directing the movie because it’s takes a chunk of time 
between accomplishing the writing and raising the money and 
the gathering the film production team. I wrote and directed 
the features, Jamie & Jessie are Not Together, two seasons of 
“Easy Abby” web series and a dozen short films before that. 
So, it’s become natural for me to imagine who and what I’m 
looking for in casting actors for the characters and what 
physical and emotional qualities instinctively “fit” to me.

MK: What would you like the audience to take away from 
Good Kisser? 
WJC: Hopefully, viewers will be entertained, drawn into the 
drama and walk away feeling a bit turned on and hopeful!

      Follow @goodkissermovie on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram for the latest release updates.

Watch Good Kisser Trailer: https://youtu.be/
ISmcJqlpUNg

Pre-Order on WolfeOnDemand.com: https://bit.ly/
3dRZZt0

Pre-Order on Apple TV: https://apple.co/3cnlgsZ
Pre-Order DVD at WolfeVideo.com: https://bit.ly/

2ScUgVM
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Top 15 Dance Chart this week

GRAB A HIT

Artist Title

1 DJ D Sol  Electric ft. Hayley May
2 Robin Schulz  In Your Eyes ft. Alida (Charlie Lane Radio Mix)
3 Galantis & Hook N Sling  Never Felt A Love Like This ft. Dotan (VIP Edit)
4 Da Buzz  Touch My Soul

5 San Holo  Honest ft. BROODS (Midnight Kids Remix)

6 Tom Ferry & Kiesza  I Think That I Like You

7 Marc Benjamin & DNMKG  Horizons ft. Able Faces
8 OMI  I Want You
9 Gorgon City & DRAMA  Nobody

10 Alan Walker x Ava Max  Alone Pt. II (RetroVision Radio Remix)

11 JLV  Breath by Breath ft. Clara Sofie

12 Alok & Hugel  I Don't Wanna Talk ft. Amber Van Day

13 Jax Jones & Ella Henderson  This Is Real
14 Doja Cat  Say So (Jax Jones Midnight Snack Remix)
15 Asher Postman x Disero x Annelisa Franklin  Say (Kastra Remix)

Visit nexusradio.fm
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Barefoot’s Limited-
Edition Pride 
Packaging Collection 
Celebrates the 
Strength and 
Resilience of the 
LGBTQ+ Community

      Continuing to #MarchOnward as a 
longtime ally to the LGBTQ+ 
community, Barefoot proudly launches 
its new, limited-edition Pride Packaging 
Collection. The collection comes in four 
unique designs, with each design 
honoring the strength and resilience of 
the LGBTQ+ community.
      A portion of the proceeds, up to 
$60,000, will benefit Free Mom Hugs, a 
non-profit organization consisting of 
parents and allies who love the LGBTQ
+ community and work toward full 
affirmation and equality for all. Free 
Mom Hugs was founded by Sara 
Cunningham, who became an 
accidental activist when she wore a 
homemade button with the words “Free 
Mom Hugs” to a Pride parade to 
support her gay son.  She received 
hundreds of hugs from attendees 
whose parents abandoned them when 
they came out.  She later had a social 
media post go viral when she 
volunteered to be a “stand-in mom” at 
LGBTQ+ weddings.
      In addition to the many educational 
programs Free Mom Hugs hosts 
annually, the organization embarks on 
its signature Free Mom Hugs Tour 
visiting cities and sites of historical 
significance to the LGBTQ+ community. 
This year, Barefoot will be a proud 
supporter as the tour becomes a virtual 
experience to celebrate Pride during the 
2020 season.
      “Free Mom Hugs is overjoyed to 
have a partner in Barefoot, a brand 
deeply committed to celebrating the 
LGBTQ+ community and supporting our 
mission to advocate for and advance 
equality and acceptance for all. This 
donation allows us to continue 
providing educational resources and 
training programs to support the 
LGBTQ+ community and their families. 
The needs have exponentially increased 

during this challenging 
year for the LGBTQ+ 
community. We are 
looking forward to when 
we can hug again,” says 
Sara Cunningham, 
Founder of Free Mom 
Hugs.
      Each of Barefoot’s 
four new vibrant Pride 
Packaging Collection 
designs celebrates those 
who have made a 
significant impact on the 
community during 
Barefoot’s 30+ year 
history of allyship and will 
be featured on packaging 
of Barefoot Brut Rosé 
Bubbly bottles and 
Barefoot Rosé Spritzer 
cans. Each Pride 
Packaging Collection 
design pays tribute to 
distinct groups of people 
or organizations, 
including:
      Community members 
and allies who have 
fought for marriage 
equality
      LGBTQ+ trailblazers 
around the world who 
publicly use their voices 
to celebrate the 
community and advocate 
for LGBTQ+ causes
      The decades-long 
efforts of the heroic 
service organizations who 
have fought the HIV and 
AIDS epidemic and 
supported those impacted
      Pride celebrations 
around the world that 
bring millions of people 
together to honor the 
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community and advocate for 
equality
     “As a longstanding 
LGBTQ+ ally, our unique and 
fun limited-edition Pride 
Packaging Collection serves 
as a tribute to the LGBTQ+ 
community,” says Anna Bell, 
Vice President of Marketing 
at Barefoot.
      “We are so honored to 
provide support to a 
wonderful and necessary 
organization, Free Mom 
Hugs,” adds Bell. “Barefoot is 
inspired by the work that this 
organization does to 
advocate for, and celebrate, 
the LGBTQ+ community. This 
is especially true this year 
when we know how important 
it is to connect to our 
communities.”
      Four-packs of Barefoot 
Brut Rosé Bubbly featuring 
the limited-edition Pride 
Packaging Collection designs 
are now available to purchase on The 
Barrel Room (https://
www.thebarrelroom.com/wines). The 
full collection is available to purchase in 
stores nationwide.
      About Free Mom Hugs
      This mission of Free Mom Hugs is to 

empower the world to celebrate the 
LGBTQIA+ community through visibility, 
education and conversation...and yes, 
we still give hugs. The registered non-
profit organization is made up of parents  
and allies who love the LGBTQ+ 
community unconditionally and are 
working toward full affirmation and 

equality for all through its 50 chapters 
throughout the United States. 
Philanthropic gifts of all sizes support 
efforts to advocate for equality for the 
LGBTQ+ community by providing 
resources, education, and support at 
community events. To learn more, visit 
http://www.freemomhugs.org.
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      Award-winning theater and 
television veteran vet Linda Lavin isn’t 
showing any signs of slowing down. 
Not that we would ever want her to. 
At almost 83 years of age, Lavin has 
just released a marvelous new 
album, Love Notes (Club 44), on 
which she performs a number of 
classics from the American 
songbook, as well as the new Joel 
Lindsey and Wayne Haun 
composition “Stars Would Fall”. 
Additionally, Lavin has been 
appearing regularly on TV shows such 
as Mom, The Santa Clarita 
Diet and Madam Secretary, to 
mention just a few. She is also 
scheduled to appear in the new Off-
Broadway musical The Bedwetter, co-
written by Sarah Silverman, Adam 
Schlesinger, and Joshua Harmon.

Of course, for many people, 
Lavin will, first and foremost, always 
be the title character from the beloved 
CBS sitcom Alice. I had the pleasure 
of speaking with her shortly before 
the release of Love Notes.

Gregg Shapiro: Linda, I’d like to begin 
by thanking you for singing the 
brilliant song “The Boy from…” in the 
off-Broadway musical revue The Mad 
Show. It’s one of my favorites.
Linda Lavin: The Mad Show was in the 
winter of 1965, and at that time our 
country was imbued with Brazilian 
music because of (the song) “The Girl 
from Ipanema” (which was) a platinum 
million seller. I was in rehearsal for The 
Mad Show, which was just supposed to 
be a Christmas entertainment of a few 
weeks and it turned out to be a huge 
hit. It was playing in a tiny little theater 
in New York City above a very famous 
nightclub called Arthur. Dick Libertini, 
Jo Anne Worley, Paul Sand and I, were 

a small company of performers doing all 
this satirical material from Mad 
Magazine. The writers were from the 
magazine. One day, Mary Rodgers, who 
was the composer, with Marshall Barer, 
of most of the songs, came in with a 
song, a piece of sheet music, and she 
handed it to me. She said, “This is 
going to be your song. I wrote it with 
Steve.” Steve being Stephen Sondheim. 
I looked at it and it was a satire of “The 
Girl from Ipanema” called “The Boy 
from…” That’s the story! It gave me a 
chance to satirize Astrud Gilberto and 
the Bossa Nova music we were all 
falling in love with. It’s a piece of its 
time. It’s about a girl who was 
hopelessly in love with a boy and she 

doesn’t understand why he’s not 
requiting her adoration for him. It plays 
very well in most of the clubs I play. It’s 
a lot of fun to do!

GS: For many people, especially 
those who didn’t get to New York to 
see Broadway shows, the 
sitcom Alice became the vehicle by 
which you became a household name 
and familiar face. Alice was based on 
the Martin Scorcese movie Alice 
Doesn’t Live Here Anymore. Were you 
a fan of the movie before taking on 
the role in the series?

LL: I loved the movie! Absolutely! It 
was a unique movie whose time had 
come to tell the story about single 

Love story:
An Interview 
with Award-
Winning 
Actress and 
Singer
Linda Lavin
By Gregg Shapiro
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mothers, working women. The right 
place for it (Alice) was to be on 
television, which as you know, is a 
place where the audience was huge. We 
had more than 40 million people a week 
watching us. So many women identified 
with the character, the person of Alice 
because they, in fact, were Alice. They 
were single mothers and working 
women. She represented 80% of the 
women who work in this country and 
she still does. Women who are still not 
getting equal pay for the equal quality of 
work they do. It was a huge success, 
not only because it was in a great time 
slot, but because it was something that 
everybody in America, families and 
working people, identified with the 
characters and the situation. It was a 
very powerful experience for me, for all 
of us. To have a nine-year hit in 
television is very rare and I was very 
grateful for it. It changed my life in many 
ways.

GS: What can you tell me about the 
experience of working with Billy 
Stritch on your new album Love 
Notes?
LL: Billy and I have worked together on 
my club act for about 15 years. He’s a 
consummate, extraordinary musician 

with amazing chops. He understands 
me and he has a great knowledge of the 
American songbook. He’s a great 
pianist and singer and a wonderful 
collaborator. We have a lot of fun 
together. He produced this album and 
we created this album together from the 
club act I’ve done with him. These 
songs are songs that I love, American 
songbook songs. We do a Jobim, “No 
More Blues”. We do a tribute to Bobby 
Short. We do Rodgers and Hart, we do 
Cole Porter. It’s a fun album and so 
much fun to listen to. It’s emotional, 
tender, loving and sophisticated. The 
lyrics, the storytelling in it; I’m very 
thrilled with the quality of this album.  
      The president of Club 44 Records 
came to me and said he wanted to sign 
me to a deal and asked me to do an 
album. There’s nothing I love better than 
going into a studio and recording.

GS: You included a pair of tunes from 
the late 1970s, Steely Dan’s “Black 
Cow” and the Eagles’ “I Can’t Tell 
You Why”. Why did you want to 
include those songs alongside tunes 
by Cole Porter, the Gershwins, 
Rodgers and Hart, Duke Ellington 
and Cy Coleman?

LL: Well, thank you for that! I’ve been 
singing Donald Fagen’s songs for 
several years. I recorded “Walk Between  
the Raindrops” on my earlier album. The 
material I choose is the book that I 
refuse to write. These songs are about 
me, my history, the songs I love, the 
songs that moved me to tell my story. 
They make me feel like they’re a 
personal story of mine, written by 
somebody else. “Black Cow” has to do 
with a particular part of my life and it’s 
so much fun to sing. The Eagles’ songs 
I’ve loved ever since I moved to 
California in the mid-1970s to do Alice. I 
love “I Can’t Tell You Why”. I often think 
of songs that belong together even 
though they weren’t written by the same 
people; songs, sometimes, as 
conversation. They tell the story of a 
relationship, of a love story. The album 
is, after all, called Love Notes, about the 
varying degrees of love and 
relationships and the difficulty of 
communication. It’s the most creative I 
know how to be without writing. I use 
what other people have written to 
explain how I feel or what I’ve been 
through or what I hope for.

GS: You perform a cover of “You Must 
Believe in Spring”, a song co-written 
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by Michel Legrand. I recently 
interviewed Melissa Errico who 
had a special working 
relationship with Legrand. Did 
you ever have a chance to meet 
him yourself?
LL: No, but I met Marilyn and Alan 
Bergman who wrote the lyrics to 
that song. They wrote the theme 
song to Alice (“New Girl in Town”), 
that’s how I met them. They’ve 
been a big part of my life.

GS: Portland, Maine, where you 
were born, is also the birthplace 
of fellow Tony Award-winning 
actress Andrea Martin. Do you 
think there might be something 
in the water in Portland to have 
produced such talented 
performers?
LL: [Laughs] that’s very sweet of 
you! I know she’s enormously 
talented. I’m very fond of Andrea. 
We often bump into each other. We 
actually lived in the same hotel in 
Los Angeles last year. The water’s 
very good in Maine, I’ll tell you 
that! We were always very proud of 
the fact that we could drink the 
water right out of the tap. I grew 
up in Portland, Maine, the 
daughter of a mother who had 
enormous talent as an opera 
singer. She had a brief but dazzling  
career in New York in the opera 
world. My mother, who was first 
generation, was born in Portland. 
She married my father who came 
from Maine by way of 
Massachusetts. Portland has for 
sure given birth to a few talented 
actors and musicians along the 
way.

GS: Finally, I write for 
several LGBTQ 
publications and I wanted 
to ask you to say 
something about what 
the gay people in your life 
mean to you; from 
working with Billy on the 
new album to the work 
you did with gay 
playwrights Charles 
Busch, Nicky Silver and 
Jon Robin Baitz to co-
starring with Sean Hayes 
in his sitcom Sean Saves 
The World.
LL: I’m not sure I can 
isolate what gay people 

mean to me any more than what Jews 
or Blacks or Irish or women or men or 
tall or short people mean to me. We are 
a community of creative people.   
       What people mean to me is if they 
are fun to work with and kind and 
talented and generous. I’ve lived 
through a lot of changes. The women’s 
movement, gay rights activism. I’ve 
lived in a time where the social and 
political scene has been challenged by 
the strictures and the possibilities of 
what this country can do for its people. 
My main focus, because of Alice, has 
been on equal rights and equal rights 
for women. The communities that have 
joined with me in that struggle have 
given me great hope for the future.
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OK, Boomer, OK
By Holly Maholm

      Though we had reached a critical 
point in my plan to provide housing for 
five of the workers at Donut Time, we 
were at an even more critical point in our 
efforts to launch our new business 
venture – home delivery of donuts and 
coffee by horse-drawn chariot. The 
“initiation” of that venture was just one 
day away, and I could see that everyone 
at Donut Time – most especially Xandra 
(Chief Donut Officer of our little LLC) – 
was suffering from “pre-launch 
anxiety” (a condition which often results 
in “premature initiation,” to the 
disappointment of all).
      I woke up in my bed at the stables, 
and when I came out into the corridor, 
Sassy Pants called me aside. “Holly,” she 
whispered, “come speak with me, 
please.” We went back into my room. 
“So,” she began, “our Queen asked me 
to check on your preparations for the 
launch of your new business. She is 
concerned that everything possible be 
done to ensure the launch is successful.” 
“Well,” I answered, “I think we’re 
prepared for every reasonably 
foreseeable eventuality, but 
then… there’s always the ‘unexpected.’” 
      “Quite so,” she agreed. I went on, 
“Dot has been training the Outlaws on 

how to drive a chariot safely in traffic, 
and Glitter says the rescue horses we 
intend to use are fully accustomed to 
pulling the chariots, and have learned to 
give their trust to the drivers.” “All true,” 
Sassy agreed, “Still, you must be 
prepared for the unexpected. I will report 
what you have said to our Queen, and 
seek her guidance.”
      I exited the stables and headed off for 
Donut Time, but as I drew near I saw that 
something was amiss. By this time in the 
morning, Cindy should have brought one 
of the horses from the stable over for a 
thorough curry-combing by the Retirees. 
Thus, I had expected to see the Retirees 
crowding the benches near Donut Time, 
surrounding some famous racehorse (a 
unicorn in disguise). But no one was 
there.
      I went inside, where Aly promptly 
greeted me from behind the counter. 
“They’re all back in the kitchen. You 
should go in.”
      I slipped into the kitchen, where I 
found that an unexpected – and 
potentially explosive – confrontation was 
under way. On one side were Xandra and 
Cindy (standing should-to-shoulder, their 
backs pressed against one of the ovens), 
seeming to have been backed into a 
corner from which there was no escape. 
When they saw me, their faces registered 
profound relief at having been rescued 
from an unreasoning and threatening 
mob.
      Confronting Xandra and Cindy were 
the following: Six Retirees, among whom 

were those most devoted 
to the rescue horses 
(recipients of the coveted 
“Golden Currycomb 
Award” for most 
consecutive days brushing 
their coats, affixing bows 
to their forelocks, and 
braiding their manes); two 
of the Lunch Ladies from 
the high school (who had 
taken vacation days to be 
here, and who had long 
dreamed of learning the 
secret to Xandra’s flakey 
pastry crusts by baking 
elbow-to-elbow with her in 
her own kitchen), and 
finally, the High Priestess 
of Athena, Goddess of 
Wisdom (or as we knew 
her, Phyllis Munn, retired 
English teacher).
      When I entered the 
kitchen, all fell silent, but 
before I could gather my 
wits to speak, the High 
Priestess commenced her 
remarks. “Good morning, 
Holly. I’m glad you are 
here. The others asked 
that I explain why we have 
come.
      “We are here to 

volunteer; to take on whatever work 
Xandra – or anyone else at Donut Time – 
may have for us. We learned, obviously, 
that you are launching your new business 
tomorrow, and we want to do whatever 
we can to ensure its success.
      “You see, Donut Time has provided 
us – all of us ‘Boomers,’ OK? – with a 
safe and welcoming shelter; one that has 
made our lives richer and given us 
renewed purpose and ambition in our 
remaining years. These things we do not 
want to lose. Nevertheless, we are all 
aware that not only we but also you – you 
‘Three Trannies’ of your little LLC – may 
well lose everything, should your new 
venture ultimately fail.
      “Last but not least,” she finished up, 
motioning in the direction of the Lunch 
Ladies, “your friends, here, from the high 
school are equally grateful for all you 
have done for them, and they want to 
help, too.”
      When she finished her speech, 
Xandra and Cindy rushed forward to 
bestow grateful hugs upon the High 
Priestess, the Lunch Ladies, and the 
others. What came next was one of those 
“pivotal moments” which are so often 
recognized (but only in retrospect) to 
have enabled the Bold, the Brave and the 
Venturesome (and only they) to overcome 
impossible odds and snatch victory from 
the jaws of defeat.
      Cindy pulled Xandra and me aside 
and – lowering her voice to reach our 
ears only – instructed us on what we 
must do.
      (To be continued)

Holly Maholm is a transgender 
woman living in Cleveland, Ohio. Look 
for Volume 2 of What Would a Unicorn 
Do? (now available on Amazon) which 
contains additional episodes of Holly’s 
on-going story of her life among the 
unicorns, plus additional articles and a 
short story of a transgender woman 
confronted by Satan! Send a message 
to Holly www.hollymaholm.com. 
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Virtual vacations and travel tips for the ages
By Bill Malcolm

      There has never been a better time 
to plan your future travels. Even if you 
don’t go there, it is still fun to read 
about what is going on in other cities. 
Especially if you are sitting at home. 
      In this column, I explore armchair 
travel, give some good websites of my 
fellow LGBTQ travel writers, and 
suggest some ideas of where to go 
when travel resumes. Plus I share my 
value travel secrets. 
      Your first website should of course 
be The International Lesbian Gay Travel 
Association (iglta.org) where under 
Blogs you will find travel blogs 
including my columns on Washington, 
D.C., Phoenix, Chicago, Paris, Detroit 
and other cities. Check out all the 
columns I’ve written at 
      https://muckrack.com/bill-
malcolm/articles. 
        Another column is written by 
another writer on Meridia, Mexico. 
      More recently there is a piece from 
a writer for Edge Media Networks 
posted on seven museums to explore 

from home. 
      I interviewed IGLTA President John 
Tanzella recently. To ensure a reliable 
trip (and tour operator) John 
recommends buying travel insurance, 
paying with a credit card, using a 
member friendly to our community, and 
more. 
      He notes that not everything is 
cancelled including Prides. Palm 
Springs and Atlanta have theirs in the 
fall and are still on for now. 
      Where to go once travel resumes? 
He notes that Hungary, Slovenia, Brazil,  
South Africa, Columbia and Mexico City 
were emerging new travel destinations 
for the LGBTQ community. 
      I asked him about where your dollar 
goes the furthest. In addition to Canada 
(where your dollar is now worth $1.40) 
and Mexico, South Africa is a great 
value (at least once you are there). This 
is especially true if you stay at an 
African hotel, he said. He also noted 
Brazil is a very good bargain.
      I also interviewed travel writer Joey 

Amato who maintains the LGBTQ travel 
website, PrideJourneys. His favorite city 
right now is Oklahoma City which has 
great food, a gayborhood (39th Street), 
a canal, white water rafting, wall 
climbing and more. “There is so much 
to do,” Joey said.
      His next trip will be to Monterey, 
California. Check PrideJourneys.com 
for his reviews of cities near and far as 
well as the Aspen Gay Ski Week.
      Joey likes the smaller hotel chains 
like 21C (which typically develops a 
museum themed hotel) and Kimpton. 
You can find his travel posts at http://
www.PrideJourneys.com and photos 
of cities he has reviewed at 
JoeyAmato_33 on Instagram.
      Finally I asked my friend for tour 
operator recommendations. Richard in 
San Francisco says Rick Steve’s tours 
are great. He went on one in northern 
Italy.
       Before I close out what may be a 
final column for a while, here are my 
value travel tips:
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LADY GAGA ANNOUNCES  
MAY 29 RELEASE DATE 

FOR CHROMATICA

       Lady Gaga announced that her 
highly anticipated sixth studio 
album Chromatica will be released  
on May 29th via Interscope Records. 
      The album features collaborations 
with Ariana Grande, Elton John and 
Blackpink. The album is executive 
produced by BloodPop® and Lady 
Gaga. 
      Chromatica will be available in a 
variety of physical formats including 
standard CD, vinyl in various colors, 
and cassettes in various colors. In 
addition, Lady Gaga has launched an 
array of new merchandise and an 
exclusive vinyl color at http://
www.ladygaga.com. 

      The first single from the album, 
“Stupid Love,” which debuted at #1 
on iTunes in 58 countries, has 300 
million streams worldwide since 
release and marks Lady Gagaʼs 
16thBillboard Top 10.  
      The video, which was 
shot entirely on an iPhone 11 
Pro, skyrocketed to number #1 
trending on YouTube worldwide upon 
release and currently has more than 
70 million views.
      For more information visit: http://
www.ladygaga.com

PET SHOP BOYS
ANNOUNCE BRAND NEW 
SINGLE ʻI DONʼT WANNAʼ

       The ʻI donʼt wannaʼ single 
packages include remixes by Mano 
Le Tough and David Jackson and 
also a bonus song, ʻNew boyʼ, 
originally written by Pet Shop Boys in 
1984 and recently finished and 
recorded.

      ʻI donʼt wannaʼ is taken from the 
recent album ʻHotspotʼ, which was 
released to widespread critical 
acclaim in February.  The album 
entered the UK album chart at 
number 3, matching the chart entries 
of its predecessors in the trilogy of 
albums produced by Stuart Price. It 
is Pet Shop Boysʼ 17th top ten album 
in the UK. It also reached number 3 
in the German and Spanish album 
charts and number 1 in the USA on 
Billboardʼs Top Dance/Electronic 
Albums chart, making it the fourth Pet  
Shop Boys album to accomplish this. 
      On March 19 the classic books 
Pet Shop Boys, Literally and Pet 
Shop Boys versus America were 
reissued by Heinemann publishers. 
The books, written by Chris Heath, 
were originally published in the early 
90s and each documents the group 
on their 1989 and 1991 tours 

respectively. Pet Shop Boys versus 
America also features on-tour 
photography by legendary rock 
photographer Pennie Smith. These 
reissued volumes include new 
introductions from Neil Tennant and 
Chris Lowe and new afterwords by 
Chris Heath.
      The BFI has also announced it is 
to release a restored version of Pet 
Shop Boysʼ 1988 feature film It 
Couldnʼt Happen Here, directed by 
Jack Bond and starring Neil Tennant 
and Chris Lowe alongside Joss 
Ackland and Barbara Windsor.    
      Unavailable worldwide for the last  
30 years, the film has been newly 
remastered by the BFI from a 4K 
scan for release as a limited-edition 
Blu-ray/DVD on June 15.
      For more information visit
https://www.petshopboys.co.uk/

TONI BRAXTON
RETURNS WITH NEW SINGLE 

“DO IT” OUT NOW

       
      Multimillion-selling R&B/pop 
pioneer and seven-time Grammy 
Award-winner, Toni Braxton returns 
with her new song “Do It,” via Island 
Records.  Back with her timeless and 
mesmerizing vocals, Braxtonʼs latest 
single serves as advice for anyone 
struggling with the decision to end an 
unhealthy relationship. Drawing from 
her own experiences, Braxton urges 

“he ainʼt gonna change, if you take him 
back it's gonna be the same, just do 
what you need to do.”
      “I wrote this song about a year ago 
when a friend was going through the 
struggles of trying to end a relationship  
that wasnʼt good for her. We have all 
been through situations like this, when 
there is really nothing more to say, you 
know heʼs not right and you just need 
to do what you need to do. There is 
also an element of hope in the song, 
that after you do what you need to do 
things will get better,” explains Toni 
Braxton.  She continues, “During these 
unprecedented times, make the most 
of your time indoors with some self-
reflection. Now might be a good time 
to quarantine your heart as well in 
order to examine what it really needs.”
      The release also comes with 
announcing Toni Braxtonʼs new label 
deal with legendary record label Island 
Records.  On partnering with Braxton, 
Island Records President/CEO 
Darcus Beese states “Itʼs an honor 
and pleasure to welcome the 

incomparable Toni Braxton to the 
Island Records family. Her legendary 
catalogue, unique sound and 
extraordinary artistry continues to set 
her apart and we look forward to the 
world hearing the new music.” “Do It” 
is the latest single from Braxton 
following her multi-Grammy nominated 
album Sex & Cigarettes. Released in 
2018, the album features hit single 
“Long As I Live” which shot to #1 on 
the Billboard Adult R&B chart and top 
10 on the R&B charts. Last year, 
Braxton embarked on her “Long As I 
Live” tour visiting 21 cities in addition 
to South Africa and for the first time in 
22 years, the United Kingdom. In late 
2019, Braxton graced the stage at the 
American Music Awards for a 
breathtaking performance of her iconic 
song, “Un-Break My Heart,” which 
marked the 25th anniversary of her 
first appearance on the show which 
become one of the most talked about 
moments from the evening.
      Fore more information visit
http://www.tonibraxton.com/
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   AFCʼS NEW LOGO AND 
BRAND IDENTITY CENTER 
RACE EQUITY AND BOLD 

DESIGN

      After a year of research and 
development, AIDS Foundation 
Chicago (AFC) is proud to launch its 
new brand and identity. In early 2019, 
AFC engaged People Who Care, a 
Chicago-based consultancy comprising 
all Black, LGBTQ+ identified designers, 
strategists and directors, to lead the 
rebranding effort. AFC and People Who 
Care consulted with a wide array of 
stakeholders, including nonprofit 
partners, community members, Board 
members, staff and advocates through 
focus groups, interviews and surveys. 
This process engaged the community 
in a meaningful way and ultimately 
inspired AFCʼs new brand direction.
      “From start to finish, we at People 
Who Care (PWC) worked hard to 
capture the feelings, needs, and 
dreams of AFCʼs core community. 
Instead of focusing primarily on the 
future, we allowed the organizationʼs 
legacy to guide our design process. We 
wanted to develop an identity that was 
accessible, brave and pioneering,” said 
Elijah McKinnon, Creative Director at 
People Who Care.
      Surveys and focus groups revealed 
a strong affection and belief in AFCʼs 
work and drove PWC to a concept that 
would balance the strong legacy and 
bold future of the organization. Upon 
concepting the new direction, AFC and 
PWC brought together a diverse group 
of stakeholders in a branding taskforce 
that ultimately led to the new design.
      AFC initially revealed the new logo 
to its community at its Annual Meeting 
on March 5, 2020, but then put a full 
rollout on hold as the organization 
transitioned to remote work and 
providing new and continued services 
to help those impacted by the new 
coronavirus (COVID-19).
      “Weʼre at a turning point – we now 
know that we can end the HIV epidemic 
in Illinois in ten years,” said John Peller, 
AFC President/CEO, at the Annual 
Meeting. “We needed a new look that 
better reflects who we are today. The 
new identityʼs foundation is the 
imperfect circle. Weʼre embracing the 
beauty of imperfection through this 
circle. Imperfection is humanity – itʼs 
our greatest strength. Perfectionism is 
unachievable and drives 
discontentment. It is a product of white 

supremacy culture, which must be 
dismantled before we can truly 
embrace racial equity and achieve our 
mission. AFC represents the coming 
together of people – this process is 
imperfect; all people are imperfect; this 
is where our power lies.”
      “We knew from the beginning for 
our new brand to truly advance AFCʼs 
mission that the communities most 
impacted by HIV, Black and Latino/
Latinx communities, must be leading 
and centered throughout the 
rebranding process. Having the 
leadership of People Who Care, an all-
Black LGBTQ+ owned and operated 
agency, was pivotal,” said Edward 
Wagner, AFCʼs Chief Officer of External 
Relations.
      For more information on the AIDS 
Foundation visit http://
www.AidsChicago.org

CHICAGO SINFONIETTA – 
ANNOUNCES THE 
APPOINTMENT OF

 CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
BLAKE-ANTHONY JOHNSON

      Heading into its 33rd year, Chicago 
Sinfonietta, the nationʼs most diverse 
orchestra, today announced the historic 
appointment of Blake-Anthony 
Johnson as Chief Executive Officer. 
Johnson will officially replace Jim 
Hirsch, who held the position for fifteen 
years, beginning June 1, 2020. A leader 
in the classical music industry having 
worked with several orchestras and 
organizations including the New World 
Symphony, Cincinnati Symphony 
Orchestra and more, Johnson's 
multifaceted career to date 
encompasses work as an administrator, 
performer, and educator. An 
internationally recognized and award-
winning cellist, he started his career in 
the arts as a professional cellist 
performing throughout the U.S. and 
abroad as an orchestral musician and 
soloist.
      “We are excited to welcome Blake-
Anthony Johnson to the Chicago 
Sinfonietta family,” said Jim Hirsch, 
outgoing Chief Executive Officer,  
Chicago Sinfonietta. “There are only a 

few places where we can come 
together with all of our differences to 
celebrate arts and culture and the 
uniqueness of what we each bring to 
the community, and Chicago 
Sinfonietta has always embraced that 
notion. I am delighted to pass the baton 
to Blake-Anthony as his extensive 
experience with various orchestral 
institutions will help continue 
pushing Chicago Sinfoniettaʼs mission 
forward. I look forward to watching 
how Chicago Sinfonietta progresses 
under his leadership and am confident 
that the organization will attain great 
success for many years to come.”
      Coming to Chicago Sinfonietta from 
Louisville, Kentucky, Johnson most 
recently worked as the Louisville 
Orchestra Director of Learning & 
Community. In the role, he was 
charged with institutional development, 
musician advancement and the 
organization's efforts in connecting a 
broad and diverse audience to 
symphonic music.
      "The Louisville Orchestra family is 
overjoyed to see Blake-Anthony lead 
such a prestigious organization as 
the Chicago Sinfonietta. His visionary 
leadership will advance its mission of 
creating bold and innovative symphonic 
experiences that will embrace the 
broader community,” said John Malloy, 
Board Chairman, Louisville Orchestra.
      Johnsonʼs work focused on the 
management and reach of the 
organizationʼs programming aimed to 
increase and enhance the publicʼs 
access to, understanding of and 
engagement with the orchestra and 
saw numerous successes including the 
opening of Paristown Hall, involvement 
on the citywide consortium Violins of 
Hope Project and more. He was 
responsible for 17 education and 
community engagement programs 
which aligned with these efforts.
      “I am thrilled to be part of 
the Chicago Sinfonietta team,” said 
Blake-Anthony Johnson, Chief 
Executive Officer-elect, Chicago 
Sinfonietta. “Chicago Sinfonietta is a 
national treasure, that over the past 32 
seasons has contributed a great deal to 
our field and the city of Chicago. The 
vision of Maestro Paul Freeman has 
created an incredible organization that 
has been unmatched in the 
representation and celebration of 
equity, diversity and inclusion in a 
meaningful way. It is a legacy and 
tradition that I'm honored to continue 
with our amazing musicians, staff, 
board, and Music Director Mei-Ann 
Chen.”
      For more information 
about Chicago Sinfonietta,  
visit www.chicagosinfonietta.org.
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AVIS/BUDGET 
(Car, Mini Van & SUV Rentals)
773-528-6400 - 3721 N. Broadway

BEATNIX • 773-281-3214  
3400 N. Halsted

CUPIDS TREASURES/ 
LEATHER SPORT • 773-348-3884
3507 N. Halsted

PLEASURE CHEST •
3023 N. Broadway - 773-880-9280
3436 N. Lincoln Ave - 773-525-7151

UNABRIDGED BOOKSTORE •
3251 N. Broadway - 773-883-9119

CHICAGO MALE SALON
773-281-6005 • 3418 N. Halsted

FLASHES HAIR DESIGN
773-472-3355 • 3740 N. Broadway

SLADES BARBER SHOP
773-880-9858 • 3314 N.  Halsted

AIDS FOUNDATION - 
200 W. Jackson Blvd #2100 - 
312-922-2322

AIDS HOTLINE (ILLINOIS) - 
800-AID-AIDS (800-243-2437)

ANDERSONVILLE CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE - 773-728-2995

ASIANS/FRIENDS OF CHICAGO -
312-409-1573

BROADWAY YOUTH CENTER -
773-388-1600

CENTER ON HALSTED
3653 N. Halsted - 773-472-6469

CHICAGO ANTI-BASHING
NETWORK - 888-471-0874

CHICAGO COMMISSION ON 
HUMAN RELATIONS -
312-744-4111

CHICAGO HOUSE 
1925 N. Clybourn - 773-248-5200

CHICAGO WOMEN’S AIDS 
PROJECT- 
North Office: 6363 N. Broadway - 
773-262-5566
South Office: 2317 E 71st St.
773-955-8709

CITY OF CHICAGO DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE HOTLINE -
877-863-6338

CONGREGATION Or CHADASH -
773-271-2148

DIGNITY CHICAGO -312-458-9438
EDGE ALLIANCE - 773-935-4663
EQUALITY ILLINOIS -
773-477-7173

GL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE -
773-303-0167

GLSEN - 312-409-1835
HEARTLAND ALLIANCE
773-907-0367

HOWARD BROWN HEALTH
CENTER - 773-388-1600

HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN -
312-252-0012

LAKEVIEW EAST CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE - 773-348-8608

LAMBA LEGAL - 312-663-4413

GRAB A CAR

GRAB A CART

GRAB HELP

ADAM J COHEN, MD
PLASTIC SURGERY & MEDISPA 
847-834-0390 • 2845 N. Sheridan #903

ROBERT JAMES FINK, M.D.
ORTHOPAEDIC SURGEON 
GOLD COAST ORTHOPAEDIC
312-654-8800  7200 N. Western Ave 
Convenient Location!!! 
goldcoastorthopaedic.com

TOM KLARQUIST, M.D.
AMG PROGRESSIVE MEDICAL
GROUP • 773-296-5090
3000 N. Halsted #509

MAN UP MEDICAL
773-305-3300 •  916 W. Belmont 
www.ManUpMedical.com

MK CHIROPRACTIC 
DR DONALD MASON 312-291-8277 -
711 W. North Ave Suite 201

NORTHSTAR HEALTHCARE
773-296-2400 - 2835 N. Sheffield

GRAB A HAIRCUT

ROBERT LEYSHON - 312-782-2308
Attorney at Law, Personal Injury

ROGER V. MCCAFFREY-BOSS
312-263-8800 - 33 N. Dearborn 
Street #800

GRAB A LAWYER

CHESTNUT ORGANIZING & 
CLEANING SERVICE - 
312-332-5575

GRAB A MOP

BANANA VIDEO - 773-561-8322  
4923 N. Clark

To Place an ad in GRAB 
Magazine contact us today 
at 773-857-2262

GRAB A VIDEO

FIND
GRAB 

MAGAZINE
ONLINE AT 

WWW.GRABCHICAGO.COM
WWW.GRABCHICAGO.COM
WWW.GRABCHICAGO.COM
WWW.GRABCHICAGO.COM

BROWN ELEPHANT - SHOPS • 
Andersonville - 5404 N. Clark
773-271-9382
Lakeview - 3020 N. Lincoln Ave
773-549-5943 
Oak Park - 217 Harrison Street
708-445-0612
CRAM FASHION • 773-477-1737
3331 N. Broadway
EGOIST • 773-857-0882
3739 N. Halsted
FK - FULL KIT GEAR •                                                     
773-657-8000 - 5021 N. Clark

LEATHER 6410  •                                                     
773-508-0900 - 6410 N. Clark

MEN’S ROOM  •                                                     
773-857-0907 - 3420 N. Halsted

ZEGLIO - CUSTOM CLOTHIERS • 
773-525-6199 - 3341 N. Broadway

GRAB A DOCTOR

GRAB CLOTHES

LESBIAN COMMUNITY CANCER
PROJECT (LCCP) 773-561-4662 

NEW TOWN ALANO CLUB
773-529-0321 

OAK PARK AREA LESBIAN AND
GAY ASSOCIATION • Oak Park, IL
708-557-3003

PARENTS, FAMILIES & FRIENDS 
OF GAYS & LESBIANS (PFLAG) -
773-472-3079

PRIDE CHICAGO (Pride Parade
Organizers) - 773-348-8243

QUARE SQUARE COLLECTIVE 
(Nonprofit for queer artists of  color)
www.quare2collective.org

RAINBOW SASH MOVEMENT
 JMurray@RCN.COM

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
3857 N. Kostner - 773-725-9026

TEST POSITIVE AWARE 
NETWORK (TPAN) • 
5537 N. Broadway - 773-989-9400

UNITY LUTHERN CHICAGO 
1212 W. Balmoral - 773-878-4747

GRAB HELP
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@MOSPHERE • 773-784-1100 
5355 N. Clark
2ND STORY BAR • 312-923-9536
157 E. Ohio 
BATON SHOW LOUNGE
312-644-5269 • 4713 N. Broadway
BERLIN • 773-348-4975
954 W. Belmont
BIG CHICKS • 773-728-5511
5024 N. Sheridan
BOBBY LOVES • 773-525-1200
3729 N. Halsted
CELL BLOCK • 773-665-8064                                                     
3702 N. Halsted
CHARLIES • 773-871-8887                                                     
3726 N. Broadway
CLOSET • 773-477-8533
3325 N. Broadway
ELIXIR ANDERSONVILLE
773-975-9244 1509 W. Balmoral
ELIXIR LOUNGE 773-975-9244
3452 N. Halsted
FANTASY NIGHTCLUB 
773-325-2233 • 3641 N. Halsted
GRANVILLE ANVIL
773-973-0006 • 1137 W. Granville
HYDRATE • 773-975-9244                                                     
3458 N. Halsted
JACKHAMMER • 773-743-5772
6406 N. Clark
JEFFERY PUB • 773-363-8555
7041 S. Jeffery Blvd
L.J’s (Little Jims) • 773-871-6116
3501 N. Halsted
LIPS • 312-815-2662
2229 S. Michigan Ave
LUCKY HORSESHOE 
773-404-3169 • 3169 N. Halsted
MANHANDLER • 773-871-3339                                                     
1948 N. Halsted
MARTYS MARTINI BAR • 
773-561-6425 • 1511 W Balmoral
MARYS ATTIC • 
773-784-6969 5400 N. Clark
MEETING HOUSE TAVERN • 
773-696-4211 • 5025 N. Clark
RAVENSWOOD TAP •
773-528-3253 • 1829 W. Montrose

REPLAY • 773-975-9244
3439 N. Halsted
ROGERS PARK SOCIAL 
6920 N. Glenwood

ROSCOES  • 773-281-3355 
3356 N. Halsted

SCARLET • 773-348-1053  
3320 N. Halsted

PROGRESS • 
773-697-9268 • 3359 N. Halsted

SHAKERS ON CLARK • 
773-327-5969 3160 N. Clark

SIDETRACK • 773-477-9189
3349 N. Halsted

SOFO Tap • 773-784-7636
4923 N. Clark

SPLASH • 773-904-7338
3339 N. Halsted

THE CALL • 773-334-2525
1547 W. Bryn Mawr

THE NORTH END •                                                     
773-477-7999 • 3733 N. Halsted

TOUCHE • 773-465-7400
6412 N. Clark

F.O’MAHONY’S • 773-549-0226
3701 N. Broadway
HAMBURGER MARY’S
773-784-6969 • 5400 N. Clark
KIT KAT LOUNGE & SUPPER
CLUB • 773-525-1111
3700 N. Halsted
Open Daily 5:30pm-2am
LARK • 773-799-8968
3441 N. Halsted
NOOKIES • 773-248-9888
3334 N. Halsted 
CLOSED FOR REMODELING

RED ROVER CAFE/CONN'S
CATERING • 773-262-0414 
1535 W. Devon Ave
REPLAY ANDERSONVILLE
773-654-1369 • 5358 N. Clark

WOOD • 773-935-9663
3335 N. Halsted
To Place an ad in GRAB 
Magazine contact us today 
at 773-857-2262

BEST WESTERN PLUS 
HAWTHORNE 773-244-3434
 3434 N Broadway St

GRAB A DRINK GRAB A DRINK

GRAB A BITE
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BANANA VIDEO 773-561-8322
4923 N. Clark
RAM BOOKSTORE &
ARCADE 773-525-9528
3511 N. Halsted
STEAMWORKS BATHHOUSE
773-929-6080 • 3246 N. Halsted

GRAB A TOWEL

28

40

53

BOXERS N’ BRIEFS • 
55 Four Corners Ln
618-332-6141 (Centreville, IL) 

CLUB KRAVE •
13126 Western Ave
708-597-8379 (Blue Island, IL)

DICKS RU CRAZEE •
1221 E. 150TH ST
219-852-0222 (Hammond, IN)

MANEUVERS •
118 E. Jefferson St.
815-727-7069 (Joliet, IL)  

THE OFFICE •
513 E. State Street
815-965-0344 (Rockford, IL)

To Place your BAR in this section 
of  GRAB Magazine Call Today
773-857-2262

SUBURBAN BARS

CENTER ON HALSTED
3656 N Halsted • 773-472-6469
GERBER/HART LIBRARY
AND ARCHIVES •
6500 N. Clark 773-381-8030
LEATHER ARCHIVES &
MUSEUM • 6418 N. Greenview 
773-761-9200

CULTURE

9

11

25

GRAB SLEEP

3

CALIFORNIA 
Street Bar - 760-320-1266
224 E. Arenas Road, Palm Springs

INDIANA 
Gregs Indy- 317-638-8138
231 E. 16th St, Indianapolis (Bar)
The Club Indianapolis-317-635-5796
620 N. Capitol Ave (Bathhouse)
MICHIGAN 
Dunes Resort - 269-857-1401
333 Blue Star Highway, Douglas
FIVE 15 - 248-515-2551
515 S. Washington, Royal Oak (Bar)
MISSOURI (ST LOUIS)
Club St. Louis - 314-533-3666
2625 Samuel Shepard Dr (Bathhouse)
Rehab Bar & Grill - 314-652-3700
4054 Choteau Ave (Bar)

OHIO
The Club Columbus- 614-291-0049
795 West 5th Avenue (Bathhouse)

WASHINGTON DC
DIK Bar - 202-328-0100
1637 17th Street NW 
Annie’s Paramount Steakhouse - 
202-232-0395 1609 17th Street NW 

PICK UP GRAB IN 
OTHER CITIES

69

70
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CHESTNUT ORGANIZING & 
CLEANING SERVICE - 
312-332-5575. We are a home and 
office house cleaning service. But 
more importantly, we are also an 
organizing/cleaning service for 
people who need that service 
because of  their depression, chronic 
or long term illness or disabilities, 
the elderly, the deceased and much 
more. We are never judgemental; 
we’ve already seen and done worse 
than your home currently is. For 
more information about us, see us: 
www.ChestnutCleaning.com
or please call 312-332-5575. With 
your help, we can help you.

GRAB CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED BODYWORK

STEAMWORKS - Come work at 
the hottest club in town. Steamworks 
is accepting applications for all 
positions and shifts. Stop by and fill 
out an application at 3246 N. Halsted.
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GRAB CLASSIFIEDS
CLEANING SERVICES

GRAB A MASSAGE: Improve 
your mind, body & soul with a 
45 minute Swedish Massage for 
$45. Relax & unwind with the 
sounds and aromas of  the East 
by a Licensed Massage 
Therapist LMT, NCTMB, 
AMTA Member.  Flashes Hair 
& Bodywork, 3740 N. Broadway 
773-472-3355. Appointments 
please.

MASSAGE

MALE DANCERS WANTED;
The Lucky Horseshoe Lounge 3169 
N. Halsted. Open Auditions every 
Tuesday at 7pm. 21+ I.D. Required.

HELP WANTED

STYLIST FOR CRAM 
FASHION Join Chicago’s Premier 
Men’s Boutique: Cram Fashion is 
accepting applications for energetic, 
determined, and fashionable 
candidates who have an eye for 
fashion and knowledge of  current 
trends, must have weekend, evening, 
and some holiday availability, and a 
minimum of  2 years retail/customer 
service experience or coursework in 
the retail management/fashion 
business fields are preferred. 
Opportunity for growth is available 
within the company. Please e-mail 
your cover letter and resume to 
crammanager@gmail.com

RECOVERY
STRUGGLING WITH 
CRYSTAL METH? We can help. 
Crystal Meth Anonymous (CMA)  
Chicago.  info@cmachicago.org 
312-600-5590 
www.cmachicago.org

SALES MEN/WOMEN -
GRAB Magazine is currently 
seeking motivated Sales Reps. This 
is a sales commission position. Email 
your resume today to 
GrabStacy@gmail.com

ASIAN BODYWORK - Newly
opened men's spa. nice & clean 
private rooms with hot shower & 
relaxing music. We do Swedish 
massage Chinese Tui na, deep 
tissue & sport massage... 
reflexology. Prostate massage also 
available. Nice & friendly Asian 
guys with well-trained hands 
relax you from head to toes. Body 
& Soul. grand opening price: 
Only $70 an hour. You can come 
& have a free try. We just take 
appointments. please call then 
come: 646-206-7265 thanks. 7 
days a week. morning 9:00am- 
10:00 Pm. Special time ( early 
morning or late nite massage 
need to call for appointment).

Be sure to 
download

 the next issue
of GRAB for an
Interview with

Pam Tillis

Place your Classified ad in this 
section for as little as 

$15 per Issue!
EmailToday!

GrabStacy@gmail.com

Online
www.GrabChicago.com

Tuesday
May 26th, 2020
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