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       Maintaining a packed schedule can 
be tricky for drag queens at the best of 
times, but for Bob the Drag Queen, 
even a global pandemic can’t keep her 
down. Despite heading into a Pride 
season filled with nearly across-the-
board event cancellations and 
postponements due to the novel 
coronavirus, the season eight winner of 
RuPaul’s Drag Race is regularly making 
appearances across the virtual stage 
everywhere. Fans can catch Bob in the 
HBO series “We’re Here,” a brand-new 
comedy special Bob the Drag Queen: 
Live at Caroline’s, MTV’s Drag My Dad, 
on her Sibling Rivalry podcast with 
fellow Drag Race winner Monét X 
Change and across YouTube.

But as much as this June 
showcases Bob’s wide range as a 
performer, she’s also using some of her 
platforms as an opportunity to make 
note of, and show support to, the 
nationwide police brutality protests. In 
the midst of a packed-despite-the-odds 
schedule, we caught up with Bob to get 
a feel for drag in the age of COVID-19, 
the importance of increased visibility for 
black queer performers and the deep 
personal connections people create 
through drag.

Eve Kucharski: What does it feel like 
to be a drag queen going into a 
summer that celebrates Pride 
virtually this year?
Bob The Drag Queen: Well, I mean, 
I’m not saddened by it. I think that it is 
going to be different. I also think that 
Pride is going to be different not only 
because of COVID-19 but because of 
the Black Lives Matter Movement, and 
I’m excited that the world is going to be 
focusing on black queer stories.

EK: A lot of Prides are certainly 
taking a similar approach. New York 

City Pride is using its platform to 
protest police brutality, and there’s a 
lot of talk about how the first Pride 
was a riot and really going back to 
Stonewall’s beginnings. Do you think, 
given the roots of drag and gay 
culture stemming from people like 
Marsha P. Johnson, that it’s the 

responsibility of fans and performers 
of drag to really educate themselves 
on the culture?
BTDQ: I mean, I think it would give you 
a more fruitful experience in terms of 
celebrating Pride. Of course, it’s not my 
job to tell anyone what their job is. But I 
think if you want to have a fruitful 
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connection during 
Pride in era of 
COVID-19
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experience with Pride, a fully well-
rounded experience to know what it is 
you’re celebrating, then yeah, you’re 
gonna wanna do your research, which, 
by the way, is not even hard. Like, it’s 
not like this is 1999 where you have to 
go down to the library or get an 
Encyclopedia Britannica or something. 
There’s tons of documentaries and 
movies, articles 
(and) entire 
Instagram 
accounts 
dedicated to this 
stuff.

EK: I was looking 
at your YouTube 
channel and 
you’ve had 
conversations 
with fellow Drag 
Race performer 
Peppermint 
about racism in 
the drag 
community. How 
do you confront 
conversations 
about race in 
drag, whether it 
be face-to-face 
or online?
BTDQ: Well, every 
once in a while, I 
will have to 
confront things 
face-to-face if I 
experience a 
micro-aggression 
or an 
“aggression” 
aggression 
against myself or 
my tribe. And 
online it happens 
a lot. People feel 
bold online to say 
potentially 
whatever they 
want to say 
because they 
don’t actually 
have to see your 
face. And if I think there’s a moment for 
growth, then I’ll address it. And if not, 
then, especially if it’s online, I’ll just let it 
fly over my head because, you know, 
some people online are just trolling. You 
know, looking to elicit a response.

EK: Now more than ever it seems 
that performers have to be aware of 
what’s socially and politically going 
on. Does being “on” all the time in 
that way get exhausting?
BTDQ: I felt exhausted kind of as a 
person in general and I haven’t done 

drag in over a week, and I just didn’t 
feel up to it. I canceled a couple of 
things, quite frankly, because I just felt 
so affected. But then again, I would 
also say as a black queer artist I do 
think that it is important for me to share 
my success stories and let people 
know that there are – you know, I know 
how much it means for me to see those 

things from black queer artists. So I’m 
definitely picking myself up by the wig 
straps and getting back in there 
because I think it’s important for people 
out there to see a successful black 
queer artist, quite frankly.

EK: Moving onto your HBO show 
We’re Here, what was your reaction 
when you heard the pitch that you’re 
going to go to small-town America 
and do drag?
BTDQ: Well, at first I was nervous that it 
was going to be a show where I go 
from town to town and just go and put 

a bunch of straight people into drag, 
and that I didn’t want to do. But when I 
found out that wasn’t the pitch I was 
really excited. There’s no shade or 
nothing against any show that does do 
that – Drag My Dad is a show where we 
put straight people in drag – but I just 
felt like I would like to have a different 
impact on a different show. And I’m so 

proud of their 
show; I’m so 
happy with the 
way it turned out 
and the fact that 
we’re telling 
diverse stories. 
That I’m probably 
the most proud of.

EK: You’re from 
the South 
originally. Did 
doing the show 
actually make 
you confront 
some of your 
issues with 
small-town 
America or go 
face-to-face with 
that?
BTDQ: I moved all 
around the South 
a lot as a kid, and 
I did have this 
feeling of, “I have 
no community 
here,” especially 
once I was out of 
college. Once I 
got out of college I 
was like, “Once 
I’m out of college 
all the other 
theater 
department 
people leave and 
I’m going to have 
no one.” And what 
I’m realizing now 
is that there 
almost certainly 
was a community 
in probably all of 

those towns – they’re maybe small, 
they probably were reflective of the 
population, and maybe I would have 
not have felt so compelled to leave. I 
didn’t necessarily leave the South with 
a great case of, “I’m out for the South,” 
you know?

EK: You’ve said that HBO really 
respected the craft when they 
approached you.
BTDQ: Yes.

EK: Do you think that sometimes 

Photo By Jacob Ritts
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drag is not thought of as high of an 
art form as it could be?
BTDQ: Well, I think it depends on who 
you’re talking to. I mean, in my circles 
it’s regarded as an extremely high art 
form (laughs), but I’m sure there’s 
someone out there who doesn’t see the 
value in it. But, I mean, in my experience 
my craft has been respected. And when 
I say respected, I mean, like, sometimes 
you’re doing a TV show or movie and 
they want you to do drag and you’re 
like, “OK, but this is all the things that go 
with being in drag.” Like, if we tell you 
that we need to do drag at a really 
elevated level, a lot of people don’t 
realize that it’s really not just going to 
your local Halloween costume store and 
buying a couple of costumes. It is a lot 
of work to craft a really beautiful drag 
queen from custom garments to custom 
hair – everything that goes into it. And 
HBO really, really rose to the occasion.

EK: In many of your projects, it seems 
like you’re connecting with people 
when you put them in drag. What do 
you think is so disarming about that 
process?
BTDQ: Well, I think it’s disarming 
because someone is completely out of 
their element. They have to trust you 
because they don’t know what they’re 

doing at all. So they’re in your hands, 
like, “I have to trust you because I’m so 
clueless.” And I not only want to take 
advantage of that trust but utilize it to 
the best of my ability.

EK: Was there a drag moment in one 
of the projects that you’ve done 
where there was a connection that 
occurred that caught you off guard?
BTDQ: Well, I really loved the 
conversation that I had with Nate, 
Darren and Lady Shug in Shiprock, New 
Mexico. That was really beautiful, to 
hear them talk about what it means to 
be indigenous and the intersectionality 
between being queer and indigenous. 
That’s probably one of my favorite 
moments, and I also really loved the 
moment that I had with Tanner in 
Branson, where I basically told them my 
story with, you know, Christianity and 
homosexuality and helping come to a 
conclusion on that.

EK: Do you think COVID-19 will 
impact the way people do drag not 
only in the near future but 
permanently?
BTDQ: As I was navigating the land of 
the internet and drag shows in 
quarantine, I realized how many folks 
were saying, “I’ve never gotten a chance 

to see you before because I can’t leave 
the house for a list of reasons.” Some 
people have anxiety, some people are 
disabled, some people just don’t have 
enough money, some people live in an 
area where they don’t have access, 
some people are in the closet. And they 
finally got to see some of their favorite 
drag queens perform, and I was like, 
“Maybe I should continue with this.” I 
would like to be able to keep this going 
for people who, you know – I mean, 
maybe not as much as I’m doing now 
during lockdown – but maybe I can 
continue these kind of performances for 
people who can’t get out of the house.

EK: Do you have a message for 
people who might be feeling 
especially vulnerable during this Pride 
season?
BTDQ: Just think about it like this – this 
is something I’m pulling from the church, 
and I’m not religious, but I did go to 
church for quite some while: Church 
isn’t the building, it’s the people. And 
Pride isn’t the parade. Pride isn’t the 
parties. It’s the people. It’s what we 
bring to Pride. So, you can still have 
Pride without having to be surrounded 
by thousands of people. Pride is a 
feeling you have deep inside yourself. 
That’s why we call it Pride.
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      The coronavirus pandemic has 
forced Pride events around the world to 
go virtual this year. For Jason Mraz, that 
means he can, for the first time, take 
part in the annual summer festivities. 
After all, thanks to the virus, the “I’m 
Yours” singer-songwriter can’t tour in 
support of his latest album Look for the 
Good. Usually, he says, he’s on the 
road during Pride season. 

“I’ve got friends and neighbors 
who invite me every year, but my 
schedule never allowed it,” Mraz says 
during our recent Zoom call. This 
summer, he says, he’s “probably gonna 
hole up with my friends and neighbors 
and do the virtual Pride event and go 
hard.” 

From his home studio in San 
Diego, Mraz, 43, discussed his side 
hustle – food agriculture – as a 
metaphor for the fight for racial and 
LGBTQ justice, how Mister Rogers 
inspired his latest album, why he’s 
thanking his childhood bullies who used 
to call him a “fag,” and his journey to 
being openly bisexual. 

Chris Azzopardi: Jason, how are you 
and your family doing? And the 
avocado farm? 
Jason Mraz: I’m fine. I’m a bit of an 
empath, so yeah (gets choked up) ... 
feeling pretty terrible about what’s 
going on. I’ve tried to use my 
superpowers for good. I’ve tried to sing 
songs of hope and positivity and peace 
and joy. So, you know, thinking about 
how I’m going to keep singing and 
breathing life into a better future. We 
have a little apricot tree, which for the 
first time is producing fruits. It really is a 
pleasure and a privilege to work in food 
production and to work with the Earth 
and to have that level of peace, and 

that 
interaction 
with nature. 

CA: I once 
read that 
one of the 
best things 
to do is to 
go outside 
and just lay 
on the 
ground. 
Just feel 
the Earth 
underneath 
you. 
JM: So 
nice. I think 
one of the 
best things 
to do is just 
lay down in 
general, 
which I always forget. I’m always on my 
feet. I’m always going, going, going. A 
cool thing I like to do when I lay down 
on the Earth, especially at night, is 
remember that we’re not necessarily 
sitting on top of the globe; we’re kind of 
stuck to perhaps the side of it, or 
depending on how it’s photographed, 
maybe we’re on the bottom of it. Who’s 
to say the poles are really on top and 
bottom? We’re floating in a vacuum of 
space. There’s really no up or down. So 
when I’m laying on the side of the 
Earth, I like to imagine I’m on the side 
of it, just dangling. And if you put your 
feet up, you’re really dangling out into 
the universe, which is this big vast ball 
of confusion. It’s a good thing. 

I know right now is not really the 
time to lay down and be quiet and look 
at the stars, but let’s talk about food for 

just one second. You can’t grow food 
overnight. It takes time and it takes 
rest, it takes daylight and it takes 
darkness; it takes the earth to 
regenerate and renew itself. That said, 
everyone who’s out there fighting for 
justice right now, also remember to stay 
hydrated and get good sleep and stay 
rested so that a season of this can 
continue and real transformation and 
regeneration can occur.

CA: They say that if you’re not taking 
care of yourself, you can’t take care 
of other people. 
JM: That’s right. The flight attendants 
tried to teach us well. Secure your 
oxygen mask first before securing 
others. But, nowadays, careful how you 
even say that, because there’s been 
plenty of people who never even had an 
oxygen mask to begin with. So here we 

GRAB JASON
Where Does the 
Good Go? Jason 
Mraz Knows. 
The musician opens up 
about coming out as 
bisexual and talks 
Pride, protesting and 
our current uprising
By Chris Azzopardi
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are in a whole new educational 
America.

CA: There really couldn’t be a better 
time for this album. You couldn’t 
have predicted that this is where we 
would be, and yet it feels like this 
album could have come out of this 
very moment. Can you talk about 
your headspace when you decided to 
write this music and how relevant it 
is to what we’re going through right 
now?
JM: In 2016, after the election that year, 
my heart exploded and I started writing 
different kinds of songs. I knew that 
2020 was going to be another engaged 
election year, so last year I just started 
putting all this together. I teamed up 
with Michael Goldwasser of (reggae 
collective) All-Stars – he’s a 
phenomenal reggae producer – and we 
put a phenomenal band together. We 
thought, “The sound of reggae and all 
the different genres inside of it are so 
danceable and also beloved around the 
world; let’s make a full album of reggae 
tracks and at the same time let’s try to 
breathe life into some issues we care 
about through these songs and lyrics 
and offer it to the world in 2020 

because we know it’s gonna be heated, 
we know there’s gonna be debates, we 
know there needs to be radical change 
and recognition for many.” We, of 
course, didn’t predict this level of 
radical change. But I’m glad to see an 
uprising. I really am. 
      I’m not an anarchist, but I am glad 
to see America getting its education 
and an invitation for new ways to 
mobilize, strategize, react, use our 
resources, use our powers. So Look for 
the Good was intended to be that. It 
was intended to be this little album of 
songs that are easy to dance or march 
to, to remember to stay positive while 
you’re out there using your voice or 
your time for the greater good. 

CA: With everything feeling so heavy 
right now, where do you find the 
good? 
JM: Well, if I’m not on the internet 
(laughs), I’m at my piano, usually. And 
it’s kind of a new instrument for me. It 
has a different voice, it has a different 
weight. So that’s been my peace. That’s 
been my little church. 
      And then on the internet, I go for 
peace. I follow (civil rights activist) 
Shaun King and the NAACP and I just 

want to educate myself more on how I 
can better use my internet resources. I 
feel like the battlefield for a more equal 
and just America is not (only) on the 
streets, it’s also on the internet. 
Because we’ve clearly seen 
propaganda come our way to heighten 
our president and those initiatives, but 
we also need the propaganda or the 
internet content and bravery and songs 
and sharing to heighten the injustices 
and to advance equality. 
      Here’s something interesting: about 
10 years ago I took a trip to Ghana and 
I got to visit “the door of no return,” 
which is what they would call the door 
that slaves were passed through; if they 
went through that door they were going  
to be boarded onto a slave ship and 
exported out of Africa to either London 
or the United States. It was an intense 
place. But the thing that helped abolish 
slavery was the printing press. This 
blew my mind. A printing press. 
Because suddenly now we’ve got 
newspapers and we can make more 
people aware of what a slave ship 
looked like, what humans look like 
stacked in a boat, and how harsh the 
conditions are. And it started to touch 
people’s hearts. And eventually people 
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said, “Enough is enough. Why are we 
doing this to other human beings?” 
      So we are experiencing the same 
thing right now with the level of 
communication that we have, the many 
cameras and eyeballs and engaged 
people we have. We have all these 
microprinting presses all over the planet 
exposing the harsh realities and 
brutalities that people of color and (the) 
LGBT community as well have 
experienced. This type of hatred and 
bigotry. So I feel like this is a huge 
awakening. There’s a huge new printing 
press. Sorry. Your original question: 
What am I doing to look for the good… 

CA: Yeah, you said you’re at the 
piano, making some music and 
writing some songs.
JM: That’s really where my best spirit is 
enjoyed is at the piano because I can 
transmute my fear and my pain into 
something more pleasant. Our life 
experience is going to be the result of 
our thoughts and our speech, our 
beliefs and our actions and our 
attitudes. I feel that music – and art in 
general – is such a great way to access 
and get all five under control: your 
thoughts, your speech, beliefs, your 
actions, your attitude. Then your life 
experience gets completely 
transformed and gets basically 
connected to that big planet that we’re 
dangling on, and that universe that 
we’re praying to and wondering, “What 
the eff is this all about?” Beliefs that we 
can truly live in a beautiful, beautiful, 
beautiful, peaceful world. All of that can 
come together through music. 

CA: I think music has the power to 
get through to people when other 
means of communication cannot. Do 
you recognize that as a musician? 
JM: It’s not as easy to memorize a 
quote, but what is it about a melody 
that allows it to sink and stay with us? I 
don’t know the science behind it, but 
I’ve been experimenting with it since I 
was a little kid and it’s a magical 
phenomenon that we as humans get to 
experience. It’s a language that 
transcends the words even. And it’s a 
human phenomenon. And I’m so 
thankful that it exists. Imagine if we only 
had to deal with speeches. That would 
be a miserable existence. 

CA: What does the rainbow on the 
cover of Look for the Good 
represent? 
JM: I got this idea from a Mister Rogers 
album cover. He has an album that says 
“Mister Rogers knows you’re special” 
and it has a little mirror on the cover 
and also a little rainbow around it. I was 

really touched by 
that, and I was really 
touched by his work. 
And even the song 
“Look for the Good” 
is a bit of a reference 
to an interview I saw 
with him. I guess it 
was his mother who 
told him, when 
watching the news, if 
something bad is on 
the news, look for the 
heroes. Look for 
what’s good on the 
news. And that 
inspired the songs. 
That inspired the 
album cover. Really it 
inspired who I am as 
an entertainer. So the 
album cover was 
really meant to be a 
reflection back on the 
viewer to see the 
good in themselves.

CA: We’ve had some 
phone interviews in 
the past, and I’ve 
sort of seen you 
come fully into 
yourself. 
JM: (Smiles.) Getting 
there.

CA: The journey of 
you being an out 
public figure took 
some time. I was 
looking back at 
some of our 
conversations and 
you dropped a 
couple of hints. In 
2010, you told me 
you didn’t like 
feeling another 
man’s facial hair on 
your skin. And then 
in 2012, you said 
you’d been asked to 
join in on a 
threesome with a 
couple but it wasn’t 
a reality at that point. 
And then, in 2018, we got the news 
that you were bisexual (via a Pride 
Month poem Mraz wrote for 
Billboard). Why, at that moment, did it 
seem like the right time to come out 
as bisexual?
JM: I wanted to be careful (because of) 
my family, which is probably a struggle 
a lot of people have. And when I say 
this, it’s not because they wouldn’t love 
me for who I am. I was afraid to say 
who I was when I was younger. I was 

afraid to explore it because I thought 
exploring it was the wrong thing to do 
because of things I heard when I was 
growing up and because of how I saw 
society react to the LGBT community. 
So I thought if I go down this lane, I 
was taught that it was not a good path. 
And so for me to come out and say I 
was taught that that’s not a good path 
is potentially causing harm to my 
mother who raised me well, so I never 
wanted to put her in a position that 
made her feel or look like a bad parent. 
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 Same to my stepfather or my 
stepmother or my father. I had four 
parents. They’re not all to blame. I’m 
not going to throw any of them under 
the bus. 
      So it was just growing up in a kind 
of community where I didn’t feel safe to 
go down that path and explore some 
intuitions that I had. So I closeted it. I 
suppressed it. I put it aside. And as I go 
through life, and as I started having 
experiences, it’s in my programming, 
it’s the systemic issues of going 
through life and thinking, “This is not 
healthy.” But the more I went through 
life and the more I became supported 
and supportive of the 
LGBT (community), I 
realized I was safe, I 
was home, and 
enough is enough. 
      Silence doesn’t 
do anybody any 
good. And it wasn’t 
doing me any good. 
It wasn’t giving me 
the opportunity to 
have more of the 
experiences I wanted 
to have in my life. 
And as I was getting 
older, I thought, 
“Jesus, am I gonna 
waste my whole life 
on fear? Or can I 
step into this and be 
proud of who I am 
and see where this 
takes me, see where 
this journey takes 
me, see what kind of 
new friendships I 
form, see the level of 
love that I’m capable 
of that I’ve not given 
myself permission 
for?” That was my 
journey. 
Honestly, I thought, 
“I’m gonna have to 
wait until my parents 
leave the planet 
before I get to be who I am.” I didn’t 
want that. I wanted them to see who I 
am while they’re still alive and I want to 
be who I am while I’m still alive. It gave 
me even more empathy and more 
compassion for those who are taking 
that journey every day, and for the out 
community who just lives bravely in this 
world every day. So it was time for me 
to come out. If I was really going to use 
my superpower for good, it was time for 
me to start addressing who I am, 
because authenticity is the new reality. 

CA: Thank you for sharing that. It 
takes me to the last song on the 

album, “Gratitude.” I don’t think I’ve 
ever thought to give gratitude to the 
bullies who called me a faggot when 
I was a kid, which you do on the 
song. Can you talk about how that 
song came about and how you were 
able to get to a place where you 
could show gratitude to the people 
who ridiculed and put you down as a 
kid?
JM: I can’t fight violence with violence, 
and I can’t just call names back to the 
people who’ve called me names. So 
rather than name-calling, I tried to look 
for the good in the situations that I 
experienced in high school. 

      I didn’t want to go back and attack 
that person. I just wanted to 
demonstrate that I was better than that 
person and that all that energy they put 
into tearing me down was a waste of 
their energy because all I’ve done is 
build myself up to be a bigger, better, 
stronger, more active person. I’ve 
known that for a long time I did want to 
put that in song, so I started this song 
back in 2010. I played it live a few 
times, but it never really found its home 
on an album. 
      So finally on this album, working 
with this phenomenal reggae band and 
having 10 years to really build the song, 
(and) I listened to a lot of gospel music, 

especially on Sundays, I was able to 
weave some of my gospel influences 
into this song “Gratitude” and do my 
best to try to look for the good. 
      That’s what this album project was. 
How can I look for the good in this? 
How can I look for the good in 2020? 
How can I look for the good in my 
past? And I knew I needed to figure out: 
How can I look for the good in the 
trauma of my high school bullies? And 
if I can, it’s that drive; they gave me that 
drive. And I hope that they’re 
embarrassed or sorry or feel like total 
failures because their bullying did 
nothing but help me change the world. 

CA: My last question is 
Pride-related. What 
message do you want to 
send out to the LGBTQ 
community? Because 
Pride is different this 
year. We’re going virtual. 
A lot has changed. 
JM: Just because it’s 
going virtual does not 
mean that Pride is still not 
a protest. And the 
battlefield is not just on 
the streets, it’s on the 
internet; it’s amplified 
when our voices come 
together. So my message 
to people this year is to 
keep going and go harder 
than ever. I honestly feel 
like what’s going on in the 
world is getting closer to 
the Equal Rights 
Amendment and that’s 
been a long time coming. 
The last time the 
Constitution was amended 
and ratified was in the ’90s 
and it had to do with 
Congress’ salaries. Who 
gives a fuck about that? 
So I think what’s really 
heating up is going to get 
us closer to the Equal 
Rights Amendment. So my 

message to Pride is, even though we 
may not be in the streets, go harder 
than ever. And who knows? This thing 
might spill over into the streets anyway 
because the internet can’t hold us. It 
can’t. 

      As editor of Q Syndicate, the 
LGBTQ wire service, Chris Azzopardi 
has interviewed a multitude of 
superstars, including Cher, Meryl 
Streep, Mariah Carey and Beyoncé. His 
work has also appeared in The New 
York Times, Vanity Fair, GQ and 
Billboard. Reach him via Twitter 
@chrisazzopardi.
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Talking 
about a 
revolution: 
an 
interview 
with gay 
singer/
songwriter 
Scott Free
By Gregg Shapiro

      Scott Free’s impressive and 
admirable list of professional 
accomplishments keeps growing 
all the time. Homolatte, his 
Chicago-based LGBT live 
performance series, is in its 20th 
year. He has had two theatrical 
musicals produced. He was 
inducted into the Chicago Gay and 
Lesbian Hall of Fame in 2010. In 
2005 and 2009 he was named by 
the OUTMusic Awards as Out 
Musician of the Year. He runs Alt Q 
Radio, an indie queer radio station 
on Live365. Since 1996, Free has 
released five studio albums under 
his own name with 2020’s The Last 
Revolution  (Leather/Western Records) 
being the latest. Scott was kind enough 
to answer a few questions in advance 
of the release of his new album.

Gregg Shapiro: In prepping for this 
interview about your new album The 
Last Revolution, I went back and 
relistened to your four previous solo 
albums. Getting Off, The Living 
Dead, They Call Me Mr. Free and The 
Pink Album incorporated a vast array 
of influences including punk, hip-
hop, folk, industrial, pop, house and 
jazz. Looking back on your musical 
evolution, what gives you the most 
satisfaction as an artist?
Scott Free: It’s funny that you bring up 
genre. This is my first solo album in 12 
years, and in-between I did two 
musicals and a children’s album, so I 
wasn’t paying much attention to the 
online popular music world. Now 

everything is tagged by genre, and I 
struggled to fit what this album is into a 
genre. The two closest I found were 
folk punk and alternative rap; but I’m 
not sure if that’s right either. A lot of 
what I do on this album is really 
rhythmic spoken word; there’s no real 
attempt to sound like rap. Also, the 
subject matters of the songs are the 
reason for the album, so in my head, 
the “genre” is protest, or social justice; 
but that just doesn’t fit into this current 
system. I don’t think I have a 
preference for genre. I’m working on 
two different live music sets for when 
we can get back to that; one is 
acoustic punk and the other is piano 
cabaret.

GS: If there is one constant in your 
music, it’s your political voice, which 
comes through loud and clear 
on The Last Revolution. How do you 
see your role as a musical activist?

SF: I have a tendency to do concept 
albums. The Diesel Tykes (children’s) 
album was an LGBT family album. The 
Pink Album was a song cycle about a 
time period of the 1960’s through 
today; growing up gay through the 
formation of the current LGBT 
community. The concept for this one 
was to do an album of all social justice 
songs. Also, it was to pull myself out of 
the lyrics. The word “I” is not on the 
album. I really wanted to contribute to 
the body of work of protest music, but 
also, it is where I am personally at this 
time in my life. I am active in direct 
action/social justice work with my 
involvement in Gay Liberation Network 
in Chicago, and I’ve been protesting at 
a number of the Black Lives Matter/
Defund The Police protests.

GS: The Last Revolution opens with 
“The Beginning of the End (Climate 
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Change)”. Climate change is also 
addressed in “Shut ‘Em Down”. In 
what ways have you reduced your 
carbon footprint?
SF: I drive a lot less than I used to, and 
haven’t been on a plane in many years. 
I’d say I’m 95 percent vegan; of course, 
hardcore vegans would say that means 
I’m not vegan [laughs]! So, however that 
is supposed to be expressed – almost, 
or wanna-be vegan or something  
[laughs]! But the best way for all of us to 
reduce the carbon footprint is to get out 
there and protest to defund the military, 
and stop government subsidies and the 
bailing out of oil and coal companies 
and meat factories. Only 100 
companies create 70 percent of all 
global emissions. That’s what the song 
“Shut ‘Em Down” is all about.

GS: Songs such as “Republicans and 
Democrats” and “This Is Not Our 
Government” express your 
dissatisfaction with the government 
and the two-party system. Have you 
ever considered running for office, 
and if so, would your platform include 
what you sing about in “Every 
Freedom”?
SF: With politics, I’m more of a behind-
the-scenes person. Most of my work 
recently has been on Ranked Choice 
Voting, which would be its own kind of 
revolution in elections.  I’ve also done 
work for Dario Hunter, who’s running for 
the Green Party’s presidential 
nomination. My stance for 2020 is that 
voting Green Party in the non-swing 
states is a good thing – it helps them 
get federal funding and better state 
ballot access. But in the swing states – 
sorry Greens, but hell no – we’ve got to 
get this ass out of office! But past 2020, 
we absolutely need to get Ranked 
Choice Voting in 50 states. It’s in Maine 
already, so 49 to go! As far as “Every 
Freedom”, that song is my attempt to 
write a universal folk song, to write 
something that someday, might become 
a standard. And yes, in my politics, 
absolutely, human rights of all kinds are 
the priority!

GS: As a resident of the deep South 
for more than six years, I tried not to 
take offense at the message of “Split 
the Thing in Two”. Do you think there 
will ever be a time when the North 
and South will be able to see eye to 
eye?
SF: I hesitated on putting this song on 
the album, for obvious reasons. This is 
one of those Randy Newman-ish 
sarcastic songs that I can get in trouble 
for. In fact, the song wasn’t working at 
all musically until I came up with the 
silly Civil War fife and drum thing to 
start it off. Then I felt it had the right 

tone. But realistically, no, I’m not 
actively working on state secessions 
[laughs]! But the song does come out of 
the aggravation of what America truly is: 
two countries. To answer your question, 
no, I don’t think there will ever be an 
agreement between the two ideologies 
that we label as North and South. I 
wrote it because I’m amazed at how the 
ideological split is so complete, so 
absolute. But of course, those two 
ideologies are not conveniently divided 
along some actual geographic line. But 
with all the statues coming down right 
now, the song is timely. I’ll give it that!

GS: The Last Revolution is being 
released during the COVID-19 
pandemic, and it sounds like the 
songs were written before we found 
ourselves in this deadly and terrifying 
situation. Have you written any new 
songs that address the pandemic?
SF: Actually “This Is Not Our 
Government” was written during the 
pandemic; it was a last-minute addition 
to the album. It is referencing the 
federal government’s CARES Act, 

where the government gave the vast 
majority of the money to corporations 
and big business. That’s the thing about 
our supposed “two party” system; when 
it comes to the big money, they seem to 
agree that the rich are the priority. The 
Democrats talk as if they don’t, but the 
final bills always end up that way.

GS: We began the interview by talking 
about your early work. Your song 
“Meet You At The Church” includes 
the “will you marry me, Morrissey?” 
chorus. Knowing what we now know 
about Morrissey’s political leanings, 
how do you feel about that song?
SF: That was another one of those 
sarcastic songs. I was actually really 
angry at Morrissey for not coming out of 
the closet, at a time when it would have 
been so helpful to do so. So, I was kind 
of “outing” him in song. But no, not only 
wouldn’t I marry him, I wouldn’t go to 
his shows, or buy or listen to his 
albums. I’m so glad to see Johnny Marr 
is out there doing his own versions of 
Smiths songs!
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Top 15 Dance Chart this week

GRAB A HIT

Artist Title

1 Armin van Buuren & Brennan Heart feat. Andreas Moe  All On Me (MOTi Remix)
2 Alyx Ander  Can't You See
3 Rat City x Kiesza  Naked (ZIDA Remix)
4 OMI  I Want You

5 Tritonal & Man Cub  Worth It All

6 Jax Jones & Martin Solveig Present Europa  TEQUILA ft. RAYE

7 Karen Harding x Digital Farm Animals  Undo My Heart
8 Doja Cat  Say So (Jax Jones Midnight Snack Remix)
9 OLWIK x Willemijn May  In My Head

10 Netta  Cuckoo (Danny Verde Radio Mix)

11 Michael Calfan & Martin Solveig  No Lie (Radio Edit)

12 Mako x Elephante  Chameleon (Radio Edit)

13 Michael Calfan  Could Be You ft. Danny Dearden
14 Tritonal x Haliene x Schala x Jorza  Long Way Home (Original Mix)
15 Arlissa & Jonas Blue  Hearts Ain't Gonna Lie

Visit nexusradio.fm
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S-O-C-K-S
By Erik Sosa-Kibby

      My life is about to change,  
drastically! And, as if finalizing a divorce 
isn’t tumultuous enough as it is, why not 
throw in an international relocation for 
shits and giggles. I mean, seriously 
though, if I have the chance to start 
anew, I’ve learn to either go big or go 
home! Which, by the way, if anyone is in 
the market for a 6-bedroom, 4.5-
bathroom home, with a full walkout 
basement and jaw-dropping patio, please 
let me know. Also, while I’m at it, I’d like 
to give a shout out to the Coronas (19 if 
you will) for helping me and my family 
encapsulate, solidify and debouch some 
of the entrepreneurial dreams we have 
been evaluating for the past three years. 
Yes Bitches, the Sosa-Kibby family is 
moving permanently to Bahia Principe, 
Akumal before the 20-21 school year 
begins. 
      Let me explain.
      Not long before Cole and Parker were 
old enough to formulate proper 
sentences, we spent many years 
vacationing in Hawaii and California.  
However, it wasn’t until the boys reached 
middle school when Mark and I decided 

a change of scenery was much needed 
for the boys’ personal growth, 
development and love of all things 
culturally diverse. So, after taking one 
memorable Disney Cruise down the Baja 
Peninsula to the Mexican Riviera and 
docking in picturesque seaside towns, 
we were hooked on phonics!
       Originally known as the Cancun-
Tulum corridor until 1999, the Riviera 
Maya is a tourism and resort district 
south of Cancun. And this is where my 
story actually begins. For the past five 
years, starting in Cancun, our family has 
been traveling south every spring break, 
while soaking up the rays of the Mexican 
Quintana Roo coastline. As we became 
more and more familiar with the land, its 
people and its culture, in time, we have 
left the comforts of a resort/hotel lifestyle 
and now opt for the more flexible AirBnB 
experience. The ability and flexibility to 
experience a more local way of life, has 
allowed me and the children to envision a 
sun-filled future that seems less chaotic 
and much less stressful than the “world” 
we live in today.
       Will we miss me the comforts of 
home and the love of  friends who we 
have come to call family? Most definitely. 
But, on the flipside, you never really lose 
true friends and home is where the heart 
is. Grindr not included. Yes, we will have 

tough times ahead, but isn’t that life in 
general? It’s time for me to stretch my 
limbs by mentally and physically making 
a drastic move in my life, and the time 
just feels right. Mark is on board. My 
mom is on board. The children are on 
board. My support system seems to be 
on a full-steam course ahead and I can’t 
be more happy and scared to see what 
adventures tomorrow has in store for us. 
      For now, just remember this, if you 
can spell out socks; S-O-C-K-S, you’re 
on your way to learning Spanish made 
easy. And amigos, to you, I say S-O-C-K-
S; “That’s what it is,” or Yeah, that is 
right.” Need I say more?
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Are You Liberally
Lubricated?
By Holly Maholm

      Donut Time’s new business venture 
(home delivery of donuts by horse-drawn 
chariots) had launched, and it was an 
unqualified success. As the weeks wore 
on, we increased our customer base, and 
sales stayed strong. Xandra found she 
needed help in the kitchen, and – in 
addition to taking on Phyllis and 
Grandma Lily part-time – she hired away 
one of the Lunch Ladies (Martha) from 
the high school cafeteria. 
      I was happy to see our new revenue, 
as we had many workers to support. 
There were Xandra, Cindy and Aly, as 
well as Recon, Fender and Tuco (the 
drivers), plus Xandra’s three new kitchen 
helpers. What I had not foreseen were 
the challenges we faced resulting from 
our employment of the rescue horses.
      Now, do not imagine that the rescue 
horses lacked for attentive oversight, or 
that their needs were ever ignored. No. 
Xandra and Cindy were unceasingly 
vigilant concerning the welfare of the 
horses. Having once witnessed the 
mistreatment which Blossom and Biscuit 
suffered at the hands of the former 
carriage-owner, they watched with eagle 
eyes to ensure that the rescue horses 

were well taken care of.
      And standing behind them in that 
ever-observant assembly were Glitter, 
and behind her, Dot. Glitter served either 
in the stable or at the Horse Rescue, 
where it was her responsibility to decide 
which horses needed a break, and which 
were sufficiently recovered that they 
could go back into service. Behind her 
stood Dot, who – consulting daily with 
Queen Penelope – spoke up whenever 
she thought one of the horses “just didn’t 
look right” and needed more rest.
      And in all honesty, I stood behind 
them all, where I did what I could to 
make the lives of the horses easier. I went 
on the internet and found what I can only 
describe as “rubber horse booties,” 
which, when strapped onto each hoof, 
provided both the sure footing and 
shock-absorption necessary for pulling a 
chariot over hard and slippery pavement. 
Yes, if our rescue horses were in any 
danger, it was only of being so pampered 
and overfed that – despite their labor 
pulling the chariots – they could soon 
gain weight.
      All that I have just explained to you 
might have been easily foreseen by 
someone more familiar with horses than 
I, but what I tell you next is but a “truth 
universally acknowledged” in our modern 
world. To wit: No business in America 
today can operate smoothly unless 
liberally lubricated with the labor of 
interns.
      At the end of each working day, after 

some eight hours driving 
the chariots and dropping 
off orders, the drivers 
(Recon, Fender and Tuco) 
were too exhausted to 
provide the daily care 
required by the horses. 
      The daily needs of the 
horses were several: Their 
rubber boots had to be 
removed, as well as their 
harnesses, halters, knee-
braces, leg wraps and tie-
backs. They needed to be 
washed, dried and 
brushed; fed and watered; 
and have their hooves 
checked for injury or wear. 
These jobs – being dirty, 
repetitious and 
monotonous, and being of 
primary importance to the 
horses (but not to upper-
management) – it naturally 
follows that these were 
just the sort of tasks to be 
delegated to interns.
      Thus, Cindy and I 
asked ourselves: Where 
could we find interns to 
work at Donut Time? They 
had to be young, 
energetic and (honestly) 
naïve. Unsurprisingly, we 
thought of Dave’s LGBT 

students at the high school. 
      “But, wait,” you ask, “didn’t Cindy 
and I recognize that this proposal would 
unavoidably result in our taking unfair 
advantage of Dave’s students?” Does 
horse manure make good fertilizer? 
Consequently, Dave – negotiating on 
behalf of his students – exacted two 
concession in return for their labor.
      First, Dave insisted that his students 
would serve as interns only as part of a 
larger and authentically “educational” 
program; one that would fit within the 
Roman Army curriculum they were 
pursuing. Accordingly, I prevailed upon 
our local large-animal vet – Jeff – (who 
attended to the rescue horses, when 
necessary) to develop and teach a 
course on the Biology and Physiology of 
the Horse. Three times a week I walked 
one of the rescue horses over to the high 
school, where Jeff taught a hands-on 
seminar focused on the equine species.
      He lectured upon topics he had 
studied in vet school, as well as secrets 
he had learned during his long career 
with thoroughbreds. The course was 
soon so popular among the LGBT-interns 
that many ordinary students clamored to 
join the class.
       There was a second concession I 
had to make in order to obtain the 
commitment of the LGBT-interns. This I 
readily agreed to arrange, but – as is so 
often the case with interns – we 
“Executives” (even the greatest among 
us) sometimes fail to foresee what 
scandalous results may be aroused, 
stiffen and explode all over us, thereby 
bringing about impeachment of our 
reputation.
      (To be continued)

Holly Maholm is a transgender 
woman living in Cleveland, Ohio. Look 
for Volume 2 of What Would a Unicorn 
Do? (now available on Amazon) which 
contains additional episodes of Holly’s 
on-going story of her life among the 
unicorns, plus additional articles and a 
short story of a transgender woman 
confronted by Satan! Send a message 
to Holly www.hollymaholm.com. 
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Saugatuck/Douglas is open and better 
than ever  
Artsy Midwest resort area has something for everyone
By Bill Malcom

      The Midwest’s gay resort area, 
Saugatuck-Douglas, Michigan, is open 
and better than ever. The sandy 
beaches, two gay resorts, sand dunes, 
and blueberries beckon the LGBTQ 
traveler.The Southwest Michigan area is 
easily accessible by car from many 
cities and flying into Grand Rapids is 
another option.

Safety is a priority in the area and 
COVID 19 protection plans are in place 
and include:

• employees wearing masks at 
bars, restaurants, and stores

• restaurants have spaced out 
tables and are operating at reduced 
capacity

• the number of campsites has 
been reduced at CampIt

• reduced capacity and spread out 
bar area at the Dunes Resort

• masks are required to enter 
grocery stores

• and more 
The area features two great LGBTQ 

resorts. The Dunes Resort features 
many lodging options (motel, cabins, 
and more), a pool with bar (never a 
cover or admission fee), a great indoors 
bar, two dance floors, and more. It is the 
Midwest’s largest gay resort.

Weekly events including piano bar 
Monday, Karaoke on Thursdays, Gogo 
boys from Perfect 10 Men Fridays, and 
a T Dance (with Barbeque) Sunday 
afternoons. The Dunes Divas also 
appear with shows on the Tea Deck 
weekend nights. Enjoy the pool scene 
which is great for people watching. The 
T Dance is another must. There is 
something special going on every 
weekend including:
       July 9-12 Underwear Party

July 16-19 Christmas in July 
July 23-27 Venetian Weekend
July 30-August 2 Mardi Gras
August 6-9 Wonderland Weekend
August 13-16 White Party Weekend
August 20-23 Furball Weekend
August 27-30 End of Summer Blues
Book your stay or get more 

information at http://
www.dunesresort.com or call 
269-857-1401. They also handle 
bookings for the Northern Lights 
condominiums across the street. 

(Please note: While the indoor bar 
and dance floor are closed again, the 
expanded party is outside now with 
15,000 square feet of additional bar 
space in the parking lot plus the outdoor 

bar and dance floor. Bring your mask. 
They will be taking your temperature.)

Value oriented travelers will 
especially like like the camping and 
other options like small cabins and a 
bunkhouse over at Camp It Resort, 
Saugatuck’s Outdoor Resort in Fennville 
just south of Saugatuck. They have a 
great pool scene, too. Upcoming events 
include:

July 10-12 Trailer Trash Weekend
July 17-19 Drag fest
July 24-26 Christmas in July
July 31-August 2 Bear weekend
August 7-9 Toga weekend
August 14-16 Wild West weekend
August 21-23 Mardi Gras (complete 

with parade)—this is always a sell out so 
book early

August 28-30 Wine and Dine 
weekend
      DC DJ Steve Henderson spins the 
tunes by the pool. Henderson was the 
DJ and part owner of the now defunct 
Ziegflied/Secrets bar in Washington, 
D.C. The resort has been going strong 
since 1982. I love that you can camp for 
just $20 a night on the weekends. It’s a 
friendly crowd and they even have a 
food truck (opening soon) for those that 
don’t like to cook.
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Book your stay and 
get more information at 
http://
www.campitresort.com 
or call 269-543-4435.

Get out and explore
Make your first stop 

beautiful Oval Beach on 
Lake Michigan. One of 
the best shorelines 
around. However, they do 
charge $10 until 8 pm. so 
save money and just go 
for the sunset. Other 
beaches (which are free) 
include the Laketown 
Beach and West Side 
County Park. My favorite 
is the Wau-Ke-Na 
Preserve which features 
great hiking and a 
wonderful (and free 
beach) less affected by 
this year’s high Lake 
Michigan water levels. 

Take a hike to the 
beach at Saugatuck 
Dunes State Park. You 
walk though a beech/maple forest to the 
dunes and then down to the beach, 
although the high water levels leave little 
beach left right now. The non-resident 

fee is $9. The huge forest covered 
dunes are amazing.

Explore the arts community in 
downtown Saugatuck with its shops 

and restaurants. 
Uncommon 
Ground is the 
LGBTQ oriented 
coffee shop. It is 
a very walkable 
small town. Rent 
a bike at Big 
Lake Outfitters 
and ride on the 
new Blue Star 
bike and hike 
trail.
Pick or just buy 
the local grown 
blueberries at 
Blue Star farms. 
The peaches 
grown in the area 
are also very 
good. 
Go wine tasting 
at the Fenn 
Valley Vineyards.
There is so much 
to do in this 
beautiful area on 
the shores of 
Lake Michigan.

Where to Eat
The What Not in 
Fennville is open 
at 50% of 
capacity. The 

salmon, perch, and taco salad are all 
excellent plus it is very LGBTQ friendly.  
You will find the restaurant just south of 
Douglas on Blue Star Highway.

Enjoy fresh made juices, 
sandwiches, and salads with local 
ingredients at The Farmhouse Deli (100 
Blue Star Highway). Try the carrot or 
beet juice blends. 

Have a slice of pizza or homemade 
sandwich at Lakeshore Convenience, 
655 Blue Star Highway.

Grab a coffee drink at Uncommon 
Coffee in Saugatuck. It’s the LGBTQ 
friendly hang out in town with micro 
roasted coffee beans to take home. 

Forget something? The LakeVista 
Supervalu in Douglas has everything 
you need.
      You will not run out of things to do in 
the Saugatuck area. However, hurry--
the season ends just after Labor Day.

For more information, visit http://
www.Saugatuck.com, http://
www.dunesresort.com, or http://
campit.com.

Bill Malcolm is America’s only 
syndicated LGBTQ value travel 
columnist. His column appears or has 
appeared in GRAB Chicago, Q Notes 
Charlotte, HOTSpots! Florida, the 
Washington Blade, the L.A. Blade and 
other publications. He is based in 
Indianapolis. All or part of this column 
may appear in other publications. 
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LEGACY RECORDINGS & 
CUT.COM HONOR LGBTQ 

PRIDE MONTH
WITH LOVE IN TRANSITION

        Legacy Recordings, the catalog 
division of Sony Music Entertainment 
and digital studio Cut.com have 
partnered to release Love In 
Transition, an inspirational video 
celebrating the beauty of transgender 
love set to Elvis Presleyʼs timeless 
romantic classic “Canʼt Help Falling 
In Love.”
      Love In Transition, released in 
celebration of Pride Month, shares 
the stories of six couples who 
describe falling in love while a trans 
partner discovers and embraces their 
true self. Through each coupleʼs 
honesty, warmth and humor, the 
video showcases how each couplesʼ 
love transforms, deepening as they 
learn more about each otherʼs truth 
and resilience.
      For its appropriately moving 
soundtrack, Elvis Presleyʼs “Canʼt 
Help Falling In Love” was selected to 
underscore the simple beauty and 
endurance of love. First released in 
1961 and featured in Elvisʼ 
blockbuster film Blue Hawaii, “Canʼt 
Help Falling In Love” spent four 
weeks at No. 1 on the U.K. charts 
and peaked at No. 2 on the Billboard 
Hot 100, earning a Recording 
Industry Association of America 
(RIAA) Platinum award in 1992 for 
certified sales of more than 1 million 
units. It is one of Elvisʼ most-listened 
to tracks, and has been covered by 
artists from UB40 and Andy Williams 
to Twenty One Pilots, Ingrid 
Michaelson and Haley Reinhart.
      To View visit https://youtu.be/
NgVHr5jf5t4

      FOREST GREEN
RELEASE NEW SONG "IVORY"

      Forest Green have released 
another new song from their new 
album In Waves.
      The title, ''In Waves'' is sort of 

about everything in life being 
temporary, but it's mainly about four 
friends wanting to make music 
together," says Guitarist Duhaime. 
"This album and songs wouldn't be a 
thing if we didn't all love each other. 
While the songs don't always have 
the most fun content, lyrically, we 
absolutely have fun creating them."
      Forest Green is a four-piece rock 
outfit hailing from Saginaw, Michigan. 
With a unique blend of alternative and 
post-hardcore roots, they've etched 
their way into the scene with a sound 
of their own. Displaying a raw, intense 
and emotion-filled sound, they've 
proven to bring nothing but energy 
and passion to their music and live 
performances. The band is composed 
of vocalist and guitarist Mark 
Duhaime, drummer Nathan Urband, 
bassist Dan Horn and guitarist Chris 
Bloom.
      For more info visit 
www.forestgreenband.com

     GRAMMY AWARD-WINNING, 
MULTI-PLATINUM GLOBAL 

SUPERSTAR
TONI BRAXTON

RELEASES “DO IT” REMIX 
WITH MISSY ELLIOTT

      Multimillion-selling R&B/pop 
pioneer and seven-time GRAMMY 
Award-winner, Toni Braxton is joined 
by the legendary Missy Elliott for a 
remix of “Do It.” On the track, Braxton 
pulls inspiration from her own 
experiences and shares advice for 
anyone struggling with the decision to 
end an unhealthy relationship. The 
original version of “Do It” is a Top 10 
iTunes R&B single and is Top 5 on 
the Adult R&B Chart. Produced by  
Missy Elliott with co-production by 
Hannon Lane, they bring a fast-paced 
tempo to the remix while reiterating 
Braxtonʼs encouragement to leave a 
toxic relationship by rapping “let him 
know I gotta do it, ʻcause he already 
done and blew it.”
      “Do It” with Missy Elliott is the 
latest single from Braxton following 
her multi-Grammy nominated 
album Sex & Cigarettes. Released in 
2018, the album features hit single 
“Long As I Live” which shot to #1 on 
the Billboard Adult R&B chart and top 
10 on the R&B charts. Last year, 
Braxton embarked on her “Long As I 
Live” tour visiting 21 cities in addition 

to South Africa and for the first time in 
22 years, the United Kingdom. In late 
2019, Braxton graced the stage at the 
American Music Awards for a 
breathtaking performance of her 
iconic song, “Un-Break My Heart,” 
which marked the 25th anniversary of 
her first appearance on the show 
which become one of the most talked 
about moments from the evening. 
      To download "Do it" visit https://
tonibraxton.lnk.to/DoIt-
MissyElliotRmx

VIOLET NIGHT ANNOUNCES 
FORTHCOMING ALBUM 

A N T I H E R O E S
OUT SEPTEMBER 25TH 

      Alternative band Violet Night is 
thrilled to announce their forthcoming 
album A N T I H E R O E S, set to be 
released on September 25th, 2020. 
The album serves as a follow up to 
2018's Colours Of You, and features 
the previously released "Freak Me 
Up."
      On the new album, vocalist/
guitarist Connor Pohl shares: "With 
A N T I H E R O E S, we broke the 
band down into its smallest parts, and 
wiped the slate clean. We wrote this 
album with the mindset that it was our 
very first record, and there was no 
preconceived notion or expectation of 
what we were supposed to sound 
like."
      Violet Night don't just play their 
instruments; they use them as tools to 
carefully construct emotion. Hailing 
from Toronto, ON vocalist/guitarist 
Connor Pohl, keyboardist T.J. 
Rounthwaite, and drummer Tay 
Ewart aim to traverse soundscapes 
as diverse as their province's 
landscapes. From the soaring heights 
of mountains to the tranquil beauty of 
a forest, the sky's the limit with this 
alternative trio's sound and potential.
      What else were they going to do, 
though, other than write? Initially 
formed as a duo, the band spent their 
formative years honing their craft in 
rural British Columbia. With distance 
standing in the way of shows, they 
doubled down on taking the band to 
new heights and relocated to Toronto, 
where they scouted drummer Tay 
Ewart (Like Pacific, Modern Space).
      A N T I H E R O E S will be 
released on September 25th, 2020. 
To pre-save visit: Smarturl.it/
ANTIHEROES.
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Chicago LGBT Hall of Fame 
Selection Committee to Meet

       The Chicago LGBT Hall of Fame, 
now entering its 30th year, announced 
earlier this year that it would resume 
inducting new members. After putting 
out a call to the community for 
nominations it now has a slate of 
possible inductees. A selection 
committee, comprised of Individuals 
inducted into the Chicago LGBT Hall of 
Fame, was scheduled to meet in 
March, but that meeting was canceled 
due to restrictions caused by the 
Covid-19 pandemic.    
       The selection committee will now 
review the slate of candidates and 
select the candidates in a virtual 
meeting on August 1. Anyone inducted 
into the Chicago LGBT Hall of Fame as 
an Individual is entitled to serve on the 
selection committee. Those interested 

in participating should send an e-mail to 
outreach@LGBTHallofFame.org  by 
July 17, 2020. A virtual ceremony for 
inductees will be held in October 2020 
in honor of LGBT History Month.
      The Chicago LGBT Hall of Fame 
was founded in 1991 as the Chicago 
Gay & Lesbian Hall of Fame. Its 
purpose then, as now, is to honor 
people and entities, nominated by the 
community, who have made significant 
contributions to the quality of life or 
well-being of the LGBT  community 
in Chicago. It is the first city-sponsored 
hall of fame dedicated to LGBT people, 
organizations, and community in the 
United States.
      From its founding in 1991 until 2016 
the Gay & Lesbian Hall of Fame relied 
on support from the City of Chicago. 
The city ceased funding the Gay & 
Lesbian Hall of Fame in 2016 as part of 
then mayor Rahm Emmanuelʼs cost-
cutting programs. At that time, it was 
rechristened the Chicago LGBT Hall of 
Fame and has since been supported 
and maintained by the Friends of the 
Chicago LGBT Hall of Fame, a 501c3 
not-for-profit organization, with approval 
from the City of Chicago.

       The Chicago LGBT Hall of Fame 
inducted new members, from a slate 
submitted by Chicagoʼs LGBT 
community, in 2016 and 2017. At that 
point, the Chicago LGBT Hall of Fame 
decided to take time to restructure, 
selecting new board members and 
bringing on new volunteers, as well as 
re-establishing itself as a 501c3 not-for-
profit organization.
       The first Chicago Gay & Lesbian 
Hall of Fame ceremony took place 
during Pride Week and was held at 
Chicago City Hall. Mayor Richard M. 
Daley hosted the ceremony and 
afterwards, photos of the inductees 
were displayed in City Hall. The Hall of 
Fame has no physical facility but 
maintains a website, which allows 
anyone to visit the Hall of Fame at any 
time. Traditionally, the City of Chicago 
has displayed the Hall of Fame 
materials during induction periods.
      For more information, visit the 
organizationʼs web site http://
www.chicagolgbthalloffame.org/ or 
its Facebook page, https://
www.facebook.com/groups/
56108152083/ or on Twitter 
@LGBTHallofFame.
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Justin Sayreʼs 8th Annual 
Night of a Thousand Judys to 
benefit The Ali Forney Center 

       The eighth annual “Night of 
A Thousand Judys” – the Pride concert 
to benefit The Ali Forney Center written 
and hosted by Justin Sayre – will be 
presented as a streaming online event 
on Tuesday, July 14 at 8:00 PM Eastern. 
Performers will include Lena Hall (Tony 
winner for Hedwig), Natalie Douglas 
(12x MAC Winner), Eva Noblezada 
(Hadestown), Nathan Lee Graham 

(Zoolander, “LA to Vegas”), Adam 
Pascal (Rent), Beth Malone (Fun 
Home), Alice Ripley (Next to Normal), 
George Salazar (Be More Chill), Ann 
Harada (Avenue Q), T. Oliver Reid 
(Hadestown), Jessica Vosk (Wicked), 
Spencer Day (#1 Billboard artist), 
Bright Light Bright Light (Elton John, 
Cher), with others to be added. The Ali 
Forney Center is the nationʼs largest 
agency dedicated to helping LGBTQ 
homeless youth.
      “Night of a Thousand Judys” will 
honor the iconic Judy Garland with 
tributes and songs from her legendary 
career as movie star, recording artist 
and stage performer. The virtual event is 
written and hosted by Justin Sayre, 
featuring Tracy Stark as music 
director. “Night of a Thousand  Judys” is 
produced by Dan Fortune and Adam J. 
Rosen, with Dan Fortune serving as 
executive producer.
      “We are in a historical moment,” 
says Justin. “A moment when people too 

long unheard, undervalued and 
underrepresented are demanding 
justice. We are speaking out for justice, 
and while our ire and our disgust at the 
abuses of the police is reaching a 
fevered pitch, we must remember that 
the fight for justice is a fight on multiple 
fronts. We must never forget that in New 
York, homeless LGBTQ youth are 
deeply at risk, and many of these brave 
young people are people of color. We 
are here to support this community at 
risk.” 
      The Ali Forney Center is the nationʼs 
largest and most comprehensive agency 
dedicated to LGBTQ homeless youths—
assisting nearly 1,400 youths per year 
through a 24-hour Drop-In Center which 
provides over 65,000 meals annually, 
medical and mental health services 
through an on-site clinic, and a scattered 
site housing program. 
      Watch the concert at donate to the 
cause at http://
www.ThousandJudys.com. 

Statement by the National 
Fair Housing Alliance on 

SCOTUS Ruling to Protect 
LGBTQ Individuals from 

Employment Discrimination
       In July 2019, the National Fair 
Housing Alliance (NFHA) was among 
almost 60 civil rights organizations that 
filed a joint amicus brief urging the U.S. 
Supreme Court to ensure anti-
discrimination workplace protections 
apply to LGBTQ individuals. We 
applaud the Courtʼs recent decision to 
do exactly that.
      In its ruling, the Court stated that, in 
conjunction with prohibiting 
employment discrimination based on 
sex, race, color, religion and national 
origin, Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 prohibits employment 
discrimination on the basis of sexual 
orientation and gender identity. NFHA 
is encouraged by the Courtʼs landmark 

decision, but we know that 
discrimination against LGBTQ 
individuals does not end when they 
leave work. Those who identify as 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and 
queer routinely face discrimination in 
other areas of life including housing, 
credit, education, public spaces and 
services, federally funded programs, 
and jury service. We also know that 
many LGBTQ individuals are people of 
color and are therefore doubly 
vulnerable to acts of prejudice. 
      The SCOTUS ruling, while a key 
milestone, only opens the door to 
equality in one facet of life. What we 
hope is that this moment spurs the 
much-needed expansion of protection 
on the basis of sexual orientation and 
gender identity. The Courtʼs 
interpretation of Title VII will influence 
lower court decisions on Title VIII/Fair 
Housing cases dealing with sexual 
orientation and gender identity 

discrimination; these fair housing 
claims should be enforced accordingly.
      Another avenue through which 
LGBTQ protections could be expanded 
is the Equality Act. The bill, passed by 
a bipartisan vote in the House in May 
2019, would prohibit discrimination 
based on sex, sexual orientation, and 
gender identity in a wide variety of 
areas including public accommodations 
and facilities, education, federal 
funding, employment, housing, credit, 
and the jury system. We urge the 
Senate to swiftly follow the Houseʼs 
lead and pass this vital piece of 
legislation.
      As an organization dedicated to 
ending systemic discrimination, NFHA 
remains fiercely committed to ensuring 
that LGBTQ Americans are able to 
make a living without fear of 
discrimination and that they are also 
granted fair access to housing and 
other important resources.
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@MOSPHERE • 773-784-1100 
5355 N. Clark
2ND STORY BAR • 312-923-9536
157 E. Ohio 
BATON SHOW LOUNGE
312-644-5269 • 4713 N. Broadway
BERLIN • 773-348-4975
954 W. Belmont
BIG CHICKS • 773-728-5511
5024 N. Sheridan
BOBBY LOVES • 773-525-1200
3729 N. Halsted
CELL BLOCK • 773-665-8064                                                     
3702 N. Halsted
CHARLIES • 773-871-8887                                                     
3726 N. Broadway
CLOSET • 773-477-8533
3325 N. Broadway
ELIXIR ANDERSONVILLE
773-975-9244 1509 W. Balmoral
ELIXIR LOUNGE 773-975-9244
3452 N. Halsted
FANTASY NIGHTCLUB 
773-325-2233 • 3641 N. Halsted
GRANVILLE ANVIL
773-973-0006 • 1137 W. Granville
HYDRATE • 773-975-9244                                                     
3458 N. Halsted
JACKHAMMER • 773-743-5772
6406 N. Clark
JEFFERY PUB • 773-363-8555
7041 S. Jeffery Blvd
L.J’s (Little Jims) • 773-871-6116
3501 N. Halsted
LIPS • 312-815-2662
2229 S. Michigan Ave
LUCKY HORSESHOE 
773-404-3169 • 3169 N. Halsted
MANHANDLER • 773-871-3339                                                     
1948 N. Halsted
MARTYS MARTINI BAR • 
773-561-6425 • 1511 W Balmoral
MARYS ATTIC • 
773-784-6969 5400 N. Clark
MEETING HOUSE TAVERN • 
773-696-4211 • 5025 N. Clark
RAVENSWOOD TAP •
773-528-3253 • 1829 W. Montrose

REPLAY • 773-975-9244
3439 N. Halsted
ROGERS PARK SOCIAL 
6920 N. Glenwood

ROSCOES  • 773-281-3355 
3356 N. Halsted

SCARLET • 773-348-1053  
3320 N. Halsted

PROGRESS • 
773-697-9268 • 3359 N. Halsted

SHAKERS ON CLARK • 
773-327-5969 3160 N. Clark

SIDETRACK • 773-477-9189
3349 N. Halsted

SOFO Tap • 773-784-7636
4923 N. Clark

SPLASH • 773-904-7338
3339 N. Halsted

THE CALL • 773-334-2525
1547 W. Bryn Mawr

THE NORTH END •                                                     
773-477-7999 • 3733 N. Halsted

TOUCHE • 773-465-7400
6412 N. Clark

F.O’MAHONY’S • 773-549-0226
3701 N. Broadway
HAMBURGER MARY’S
773-784-6969 • 5400 N. Clark
KIT KAT LOUNGE & SUPPER
CLUB • 773-525-1111
3700 N. Halsted
Open Daily 5:30pm-2am
LARK • 773-799-8968
3441 N. Halsted
NOOKIES • 773-248-9888
3334 N. Halsted 
CLOSED FOR REMODELING

RED ROVER CAFE/CONN'S
CATERING • 773-262-0414 
1535 W. Devon Ave
REPLAY ANDERSONVILLE
773-654-1369 • 5358 N. Clark

WOOD • 773-935-9663
3335 N. Halsted
To Place an ad in GRAB 
Magazine contact us today 
at 773-857-2262

BEST WESTERN PLUS 
HAWTHORNE 773-244-3434
 3434 N Broadway St
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BANANA VIDEO 773-561-8322
4923 N. Clark
RAM BOOKSTORE &
ARCADE 773-525-9528
3511 N. Halsted
STEAMWORKS BATHHOUSE
773-929-6080 • 3246 N. Halsted

GRAB A TOWEL

28

40

53

BOXERS N’ BRIEFS • 
55 Four Corners Ln
618-332-6141 (Centreville, IL) 

CLUB KRAVE •
13126 Western Ave
708-597-8379 (Blue Island, IL)

DICKS RU CRAZEE •
1221 E. 150TH ST
219-852-0222 (Hammond, IN)

MANEUVERS •
118 E. Jefferson St.
815-727-7069 (Joliet, IL)  

THE OFFICE •
513 E. State Street
815-965-0344 (Rockford, IL)

To Place your BAR in this section 
of  GRAB Magazine Call Today
773-857-2262

SUBURBAN BARS

CENTER ON HALSTED
3656 N Halsted • 773-472-6469
GERBER/HART LIBRARY
AND ARCHIVES •
6500 N. Clark 773-381-8030
LEATHER ARCHIVES &
MUSEUM • 6418 N. Greenview 
773-761-9200

CULTURE

9

11

25

GRAB SLEEP

3

CALIFORNIA 
Street Bar - 760-320-1266
224 E. Arenas Road, Palm Springs

INDIANA 
Gregs Indy- 317-638-8138
231 E. 16th St, Indianapolis (Bar)
The Club Indianapolis-317-635-5796
620 N. Capitol Ave (Bathhouse)
MICHIGAN 
Dunes Resort - 269-857-1401
333 Blue Star Highway, Douglas
FIVE 15 - 248-515-2551
515 S. Washington, Royal Oak (Bar)
MISSOURI (ST LOUIS)
Club St. Louis - 314-533-3666
2625 Samuel Shepard Dr (Bathhouse)
Rehab Bar & Grill - 314-652-3700
4054 Choteau Ave (Bar)

OHIO
The Club Columbus- 614-291-0049
795 West 5th Avenue (Bathhouse)

WASHINGTON DC
DIK Bar - 202-328-0100
1637 17th Street NW 
Annie’s Paramount Steakhouse - 
202-232-0395 1609 17th Street NW 

PICK UP GRAB IN 
OTHER CITIES
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70
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AVIS/BUDGET 
(Car, Mini Van & SUV Rentals)
773-528-6400 - 3721 N. Broadway

BEATNIX • 773-281-3214  
3400 N. Halsted

CUPIDS TREASURES/ 
LEATHER SPORT • 773-348-3884
3507 N. Halsted

PLEASURE CHEST •
3023 N. Broadway - 773-880-9280
3436 N. Lincoln Ave - 773-525-7151

UNABRIDGED BOOKSTORE •
3251 N. Broadway - 773-883-9119

CHICAGO MALE SALON
773-281-6005 • 3418 N. Halsted

FLASHES HAIR DESIGN
773-472-3355 • 3740 N. Broadway

SLADES BARBER SHOP
773-880-9858 • 3314 N.  Halsted

AIDS FOUNDATION - 
200 W. Jackson Blvd #2100 - 
312-922-2322

AIDS HOTLINE (ILLINOIS) - 
800-AID-AIDS (800-243-2437)

ANDERSONVILLE CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE - 773-728-2995

ASIANS/FRIENDS OF CHICAGO -
312-409-1573

BROADWAY YOUTH CENTER -
773-388-1600

CENTER ON HALSTED
3653 N. Halsted - 773-472-6469

CHICAGO ANTI-BASHING
NETWORK - 888-471-0874

CHICAGO COMMISSION ON 
HUMAN RELATIONS -
312-744-4111

CHICAGO HOUSE 
1925 N. Clybourn - 773-248-5200

CHICAGO WOMEN’S AIDS 
PROJECT- 
North Office: 6363 N. Broadway - 
773-262-5566
South Office: 2317 E 71st St.
773-955-8709

CITY OF CHICAGO DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE HOTLINE -
877-863-6338

CONGREGATION Or CHADASH -
773-271-2148

DIGNITY CHICAGO -312-458-9438
EDGE ALLIANCE - 773-935-4663
EQUALITY ILLINOIS -
773-477-7173

GL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE -
773-303-0167

GLSEN - 312-409-1835
HEARTLAND ALLIANCE
773-907-0367

HOWARD BROWN HEALTH
CENTER - 773-388-1600

HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN -
312-252-0012

LAKEVIEW EAST CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE - 773-348-8608

LAMBA LEGAL - 312-663-4413

GRAB A CAR

GRAB A CART

GRAB HELP

ADAM J COHEN, MD
PLASTIC SURGERY & MEDISPA 
847-834-0390 • 2845 N. Sheridan #903

ROBERT JAMES FINK, M.D.
ORTHOPAEDIC SURGEON 
GOLD COAST ORTHOPAEDIC
312-654-8800  7200 N. Western Ave 
Convenient Location!!! 
goldcoastorthopaedic.com

TOM KLARQUIST, M.D.
AMG PROGRESSIVE MEDICAL
GROUP • 773-296-5090
3000 N. Halsted #509

MAN UP MEDICAL
773-305-3300 •  916 W. Belmont 
www.ManUpMedical.com

MK CHIROPRACTIC 
DR DONALD MASON 312-291-8277 -
711 W. North Ave Suite 201

NORTHSTAR HEALTHCARE
773-296-2400 - 2835 N. Sheffield

GRAB A HAIRCUT

ROBERT LEYSHON - 312-782-2308
Attorney at Law, Personal Injury

ROGER V. MCCAFFREY-BOSS
312-263-8800 - 33 N. Dearborn 
Street #800

GRAB A LAWYER

CHESTNUT ORGANIZING & 
CLEANING SERVICE - 
312-332-5575

GRAB A MOP

BANANA VIDEO - 773-561-8322  
4923 N. Clark

To Place an ad in GRAB 
Magazine contact us today 
at 773-857-2262

GRAB A VIDEO

FIND
GRAB 

MAGAZINE
ONLINE AT 

WWW.GRABCHICAGO.COM
WWW.GRABCHICAGO.COM
WWW.GRABCHICAGO.COM
WWW.GRABCHICAGO.COM

BROWN ELEPHANT - SHOPS • 
Andersonville - 5404 N. Clark
773-271-9382
Lakeview - 3020 N. Lincoln Ave
773-549-5943 
Oak Park - 217 Harrison Street
708-445-0612
CRAM FASHION • 773-477-1737
3331 N. Broadway
EGOIST • 773-857-0882
3739 N. Halsted
FK - FULL KIT GEAR •                                                     
773-657-8000 - 5021 N. Clark

LEATHER 6410  •                                                     
773-508-0900 - 6410 N. Clark

MEN’S ROOM  •                                                     
773-857-0907 - 3420 N. Halsted

ZEGLIO - CUSTOM CLOTHIERS • 
773-525-6199 - 3341 N. Broadway

GRAB A DOCTOR

GRAB CLOTHES

LESBIAN COMMUNITY CANCER
PROJECT (LCCP) 773-561-4662 

NEW TOWN ALANO CLUB
773-529-0321 

OAK PARK AREA LESBIAN AND
GAY ASSOCIATION • Oak Park, IL
708-557-3003

PARENTS, FAMILIES & FRIENDS 
OF GAYS & LESBIANS (PFLAG) -
773-472-3079

PRIDE CHICAGO (Pride Parade
Organizers) - 773-348-8243

QUARE SQUARE COLLECTIVE 
(Nonprofit for queer artists of  color)
www.quare2collective.org

RAINBOW SASH MOVEMENT
 JMurray@RCN.COM

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
3857 N. Kostner - 773-725-9026

TEST POSITIVE AWARE 
NETWORK (TPAN) • 
5537 N. Broadway - 773-989-9400

UNITY LUTHERN CHICAGO 
1212 W. Balmoral - 773-878-4747

GRAB HELP
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CHESTNUT ORGANIZING & 
CLEANING SERVICE - 
312-332-5575. We are a home and 
office house cleaning service. But 
more importantly, we are also an 
organizing/cleaning service for 
people who need that service 
because of  their depression, chronic 
or long term illness or disabilities, 
the elderly, the deceased and much 
more. We are never judgemental; 
we’ve already seen and done worse 
than your home currently is. For 
more information about us, see us: 
www.ChestnutCleaning.com
or please call 312-332-5575. With 
your help, we can help you.

GRAB CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED BODYWORK

STEAMWORKS - Come work at 
the hottest club in town. Steamworks 
is accepting applications for all 
positions and shifts. Stop by and fill 
out an application at 3246 N. Halsted.
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GRAB CLASSIFIEDS
CLEANING SERVICES

MALE DANCERS WANTED;
The Lucky Horseshoe Lounge 3169 
N. Halsted. Open Auditions every 
Tuesday at 7pm. 21+ I.D. Required.

HELP WANTED

STYLIST FOR CRAM 
FASHION Join Chicago’s Premier 
Men’s Boutique: Cram Fashion is 
accepting applications for energetic, 
determined, and fashionable 
candidates who have an eye for 
fashion and knowledge of  current 
trends, must have weekend, evening, 
and some holiday availability, and a 
minimum of  2 years retail/customer 
service experience or coursework in 
the retail management/fashion 
business fields are preferred. 
Opportunity for growth is available 
within the company. Please e-mail 
your cover letter and resume to 
crammanager@gmail.com

RECOVERY
STRUGGLING WITH 
CRYSTAL METH? We can help. 
Crystal Meth Anonymous (CMA)  
Chicago.  info@cmachicago.org 
312-600-5590 
www.cmachicago.org

SALES MEN/WOMEN -
GRAB Magazine is currently 
seeking motivated Sales Reps. This 
is a sales commission position. Email 
your resume today to 
GrabStacy@gmail.com

ASIAN BODYWORK - Newly
opened men's spa. nice & clean 
private rooms with hot shower & 
relaxing music. We do Swedish 
massage Chinese Tui na, deep 
tissue & sport massage... 
reflexology. Prostate massage also 
available. Nice & friendly Asian 
guys with well-trained hands 
relax you from head to toes. Body 
& Soul. grand opening price: 
Only $70 an hour. You can come 
& have a free try. We just take 
appointments. please call then 
come: 646-206-7265 thanks. 7 
days a week. morning 9:00am- 
10:00 Pm. Special time ( early 
morning or late nite massage 
need to call for appointment).

Place your Classified 
ad on this page for as 

little as 
$15 per Issue!
EmailToday!

GrabStacy@gmail.com

Be sure to download
 the next issue
of GRAB for an
Interview with

Anthony Catanzaro
and his battle with

Parkinsonʼs

Online
www.GrabChicago.com

Tuesday
July 21st, 2020
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