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GRAB PERFUME

Back to the Feeling

Perfume Genius on hitting the road, the band’s ‘utopian’
tour and his unique approach to creating music
By Chris Azzopardi

Alone in the desert, three men, wearing
nothing but thongs, move in cat-cow
stretches on a blanket for nearly two
minutes. Tour cities are read in a faint
tone that, as the vintage video
progresses, grows weirder and more
chilling, the rhythm of the voice on beat
with their bobbing bodies.
“Tour is only weeks away,” Mike
Hadreas, 40, better known by his stage
name Perfume Genius, writes in the
caption under the video on his
Instagram page. If that clip seems
completely random, that’s because it is.
It’s how Hadreas prefers to operate
creatively, he tells me from his home in
Los Angeles during a recent interview
on Zoom. It is, perhaps, why the singersongwriter has managed to evolve at a
fairly rapid pace artistically, never
settling for what is expected of him
(though, he admits, he doesn’t mind
answering to the pressure of his
audience’s tastes) but mostly for what
he expects from himself. Hadreas’
wandering artistic mind has yielded
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works as sonically disparate as “Put
Your Back N 2 It,” his intimately
produced 2012 sophomore album, a
powerfully subdued work, and more
recently, 2020’s “Set My Heart on Fire
Immediately,” which, like his 2017
album “No Shape,” doesn’t just stroll
but glides and struts.
His new album, officially announced
a couple of weeks after we chatted, is
called “Ugly Season,” music written as
the accompaniment to Perfume Genius
and choreographer Kate Wallich’s
immersive dance piece, “The Sun Still
Burns Here.” Hadreas’ long-time
musical and romantic partner Alan
Wyffels had a hand in creating the
music, which Pitchfork describes as
“the sound of dancefloor euphoria.”
As for the tour, “things are gonna
happen,” Hadreas says. He’s referring
to his emotions, which he expects to be
in full swing on this tour, given it’s his
first major trek since before the
pandemic.
Chris Azzopardi: I've been reflecting
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on what music has meant to me the
last couple of years, and “Set My
Heart On Fire Immediately,” which
came out just months into the
pandemic, felt like such a gift during
a really hard time. At that time, I
listened to a lot of the music I
listened to as a kid because
nostalgic media of any kind was so
comforting — even the nostalgic
media that I consumed during some
of my worst years as a gay teen.
Mike Hadreas:I listened to the Alice
Boman record that came out around
the beginning. Her music is so
understated. I don't want to be
dismissive of it because it's really
beautiful and powerful, but it's
understated. And it's not trying to do
anything to you. It just… it’s existing,
and it's really beautiful. I think maybe
me and her grew up listening to the
same music and being inspired by the
same music. I hear a lot of '50s ballads
in the things that she makes.
What you're talking about reminded

me of listening to Cat Power, and when
I was listening to Cat Power when I was
15 or 16, I was in a dark place. Like,
very dark. [Laughs.] But I kind of like
remembering it because I've had a
million different incarnations of myself
since then. And when I was depressed
and a teenager, it felt so permanent. It
felt [like] forever. It felt like the worst
thing that's ever happened to anyone. I
don't feel like that anymore. Maybe I
feel a little closer to that the last couple
years than I have since then, but it's
comforting to think back on those times
and listen to the music that brought me
comfort then and let me sort of indulge.

saw that video and was like, “If I slowed
this down or I put some intense music
over it, it would turn it into something
more unsettling.”
So then I started looking for that
field recording and found all kinds of
weird sounds and stuff like that, and
then it just starts building onto it.
Sometimes that's my favorite way to
make things — when I’m not thinking
about what I'm doing. [Laughs.]
CA:Has that always been your
approach? And is that your approach
to making music?
MH: It's this weird combo of being

other side of it is just kind of trying to
empty your brain, emptying everything
to see what shows up. Those
combinations of those two things is
how I make everything.
CA:Do you think that you'll write
at all while you're on the road?
MH: No, I've never really done that.
Maybe if I play guitar then I could; I bet
people are very glad that I don't do
that. But I can tell I'm gearing up to
write. I just can feel that I'm ready to
make something. I was feeling kind of a
void there for a while and I don't feel
that anymore.

CA:What does that feel
like when people tell you
that it’s your music that
brings them that same
kind of comfort?
MH:I mean, that's why I
make it. I'm trying to make
the kind of music that I
had a relationship to in that
way. But I also am
soundtracking them
getting through things. I'm
not doing anything, really.
You know what I mean?
[Laughs.] I'm just sort of a
companion while they do
all the things that they're
doing. So sometimes that
can get twisted in your
head and sometimes that
feels sort of like…

CA:I love the eerie, sexy
teaser trailer for this that
you posted on Instagram
recently. It reminded me
how much I love the way you
connect to queer culture to develop
your own artistic persona. So what
was it about that clip of those
thonged men that fell in line with
what you want to do with this tour?
MH:I mean, I don't know. [Laughs.]
I just was doing what I like. I was just
playing around, was watching YouTube
videos with the sound off, and then I

10

GRAB Magazine

Photo by Camille Vivier

CA:Like there's pressure
to make music for a
particular kind of person
instead of for yourself?
MH:I don't mind that. I like
that pressure. I like having
that as a rule. Just trying
to make things that start
as things that are helpful to
me, but then I think, “How
can I frame this, or how
can I make this so that
other people get how it's
making me feel, or what
it's bringing me through?”

really hyper-analytical and really hyperresearch-y. I'm very research-y when
I'm writing lyrics or when I'm making
things. I just gather a bunch of footage
and images and read lots of Wikipedia
pages; there'll be some lyric that’s very
simple, just like three words that are
very normal, but I researched some
weird ancient rite [to get there]. Which
is pretentious, but it's fun. Then the
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CA:Looking ahead to
your show, I’ve been
thinking about how,
because of the pandemic,
I’ve really missed
concerts but, even more
so, I’ve missed sharing a
space and moving bodies
with a bunch of queers.
MH:Oh yeah. We've done
some shows, some smaller
tours the last few months,
and it feels completely
different to me. I don't
know if it's something in
the air, or if it's just my
relationship to everything
has changed, or maybe I
feel a lot more vulnerable
and maybe more present
than I used to. So
everything feels more
emotional. Even just… not
the shows, but just the
touring with the band and
everything, it just feels like
summer camp. It feels very
utopian. [Laughs.]
And then the shows: I've
been doing rehearsals for
them and I'm having to
hold back during
rehearsals because I'm
going fully — destroying
the set and everything like
that. But we're building it. I
shouldn't be destroying it.
[Laughs.] I don't want to,
like, wreck my voice by
going so hard in rehearsals.
But I guess I really need it.
The portal's still very open.

CA:What do you think is putting
you in that emotional place?
MH: Honestly, I just really need it right
now. I haven't really figured out a way,
fully, to get what writing and making
music and performing and all that stuff
does for me. I haven't figured out a way
to do that otherwise. I mean, I'm not
sure that there's any [other] way. The

Photo by Camille Vivier
The thing that is very key to me is
that it's feeling. It's a really physical
feeling to me. And I have it when I'm
writing. It's just like a charge all around
me, and it's physical.
I miss it, not just as an idea, but my
body misses it and I miss the feeling.
And when I did the dance performance
that I did with choreographer Kate
Wallich’s dance company, I was having
that feeling a lot in a really sustained
way. And so I can do it. If I make a habit
of it, I can turn on music and conjure
something up in my body that feels
very… not the same, but something.
[Laughs.]For some reason, the last
couple years, I haven't been writing. I
haven't been doing any self-care, really.
It should be really heavy on my mind.

But I don't know. But I guess self-care,
I've done enough 'cause I'm, like, here.
CA:Do you like being on the
road?
MH:I do, especially lately. Maybe it's
just because every record we play, [we]
kind of up it a little bit. I'm touring with
a lighting person, which I've never done
before, and so it makes the show feel a
lot more cinematic, and I feel like it can
stay in the dream longer.
The hard thing about touring is that it's
hard. [Laughs.] You're tired and hungry,
and you have to eat at the gas station. I
figured out a way to do it. It feels a bit
more sustainable now, and so I don't
feel like I have to push myself so hard
to get into the space. And shows used
to very much feel like I was going on

stage, and there's lights on me, and I
just have to start slamming my head
against the wall until a bunch of feelings
come. You know? But now, I walk out
and a light will bloom and I'm like, “OK,
bitch.”
Chris Azzopardi is the Editorial
Director of Pride Source Media Group
and Q Syndicate, the national LGBTQ+
wire service. He has interviewed a
multitude of superstars, including Cher,
Meryl Streep, Mariah Carey and
Beyoncé. His work has also appeared in
The New York Times, Vanity Fair, GQ
and Billboard. Reach him via Twitter
@chrisazzopardi.
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GRAB CRYSTAL WATERS
Crystal clear:

an interview with dance
music diva Crystal
Waters
By Gregg Shapiro

Gregg Shapiro: Crystal, a little more
than 30 years ago, your breakout hit
“Gypsy Woman (She’s Homeless)” put
you on everyone’s radar. For those
not in the know, please say
something about the inspiration for
the song – was it based on one
person in particular or was it more of
a composite?
Crystal Waters: “Gypsy Woman” was
based on an actual person in
Washington DC. She used to stand in
front of the Mayflower Hotel. I used to
walk by her like once a week. She was
all dressed in black. Full face of makeup. She was singing gospel songs with
a hat at her feet, asking for money. I
used to look at her and say, “She looks
fine. She needs to go get a job.” I had
that attitude. “Nothing wrong with her.
She's just taking people’s money. And
then the local weekly, City Paper, did a
story about her. It told how she had just
lost her job in retail, which I believe was
at a cosmetic counter. She thought that
if she was going to ask for money, that
she needed to look respectable and
respect the people, and that’s why she
looked the way she did. It just changed
my whole idea of homelessness. How it
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could happen
that quickly.
She's just like
you and me.
That's where
that came
from.
GS: I’m glad
you
mentioned
DC. I lived
there from
‘85 to ’88
when I was
in grad
school at AU,
and one of
the things I
remember
about living
there was
that the gogo music
scene was
very popular.
DC isn’t
known for its
dance music
scene in the same way that, say
Chicago is with house music, but
while you were living in DC at that
time, when go-go music was having
crossover success, did you ever work
with any go-go acts?
CW: No, but I knew all the songs. You
have to remember back then that dance
music was pretty new, and go-go was
the thing here in DC.
GS: Right! E.U. (“Da Butt”) and all
those really great bands.
CW: Trouble Funk!
GS: Yes!
CW: I was at Howard University. I was
there!
GS: Because of the show business
connections in your family – your
father, musician Junior Waters, and
your aunt, Oscar-nominated actress
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When it comes to unwavering
commitment to her LGBTQ+ fanbase,
Crystal Waters rises to the occasion. In
addition to gaining a following with
dance hits such as “Gypsy Woman
(She’s Homeless)” and, of course,
“100% Pure Love,” Waters contributed
a track (“The Boy from Ipanema”) to the
Red Hot + Rioalbum which benefited
the Red Hot Organization’s mission of
“fighting AIDS through pop culture.”
Waters has also become a familiar face
as an in-demand performer on the Pride
Festival circuit. Taking that dedication a
step further, Waters will be performing
on May 6, 2020 at Human First
(centeronhalsted.org/hf), the Center on
Halsted’s annual gala (which
commemorates the community center’s
15th anniversary. Crystal was gracious
enough to answer a few questions in
advance of the event.

and singer Ethel Waters – do you
think it was inevitable that, even
though you didn’t start out that way,
that you’d follow a similar path?
CW: No. No one had any idea. My
brother was the one that was a
musician. He played every instrument.
My sister was a singer. She won all the
beauty pageants. I was this shy little
child [laughs]. It wasn’t until later. I knew
I could write. I started off writing a lot of
poetry. That was the one thing I knew,
and it got me through high school. I
could answer essay questions easily. I
think it took everybody by surprise.
GS: If “Gypsy Woman” introduced
you to listeners, “100% Pure Love”
cemented your status as a dance
diva. What was the best part of being
embraced by that genre and its fans?
CW: I loved being part of it. It was
like a community, especially in New

Photo Courtesy of Crystal Waters
York. They say house music is a
feeling. Just being in the club. There
were no VIPs, people just came to
dance. I love being different. No one
else was doing what we were doing. I
loved being part of the community.
That’s what I always remember and held
onto. A lot of people beat us up, asking
“When are you gonna do some real
music?” Nobody really knew what was
happening at the time. I remember
saying, “No one is doing what I'm
doing. I'll be the big fish in a little pond
[laughs]. I still enjoy the community. I
still go to the conferences just to be a
part of the community.
GS: I live in Fort Lauderdale, and we
have the Winter Music Conference
here in Miami.
CW: I used to go every year. I
missed this year.
GS: A sizable number of dance
music fans are members of the
LGBTQ+ community. When did you
first become aware of having that
kind of following?
CW: When “Gypsy Woman” hit, we
went to New York, and the first
community that took me in was the
(ballroom) houses, including the House
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of Milan. They were people who
accepted me. I hung out with my
dancers in the gay community. A drag
queen taught me how to do my
makeup. I was really immersed in that.
That's where dance music kind of
started, in the gay community, then it
moved to the black community, then it
expanded. So, from day one I was in
that, and I think I've been supported.
GS: Over the years you’ve become a
popular performer on the Pride
festival circuit. Pride Festivals were
put on hold during the last couple of
years of the COVID-19 pandemic.
They seem to be coming back in
2022. Are you scheduled to play any
Pride Festivals?
CW: Oh, yes! Remember, there were
Gay Pride (Festivals) back in the ‘90s.
Now I’m going to say my little spiel. In
the ‘90s, it was not cool to be gay. We
would do these Prides, and they would
throw stuff at us. None of the R&B or
pop people would do them. They
wouldn't even promote it on the radio. I
remember doing New York Prides, and
by the fifth or sixth year, there was only
one guy left standing with the “God
Hates You” sign or something like that
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[laughs]. I do these new Prides now,
and I have to remind them. Now it’s a
big party, a festival. You’ve got to
remember; you're standing on the
shoulders of giants. There are people
who suffered to have these Prides, for it
to be so easy for you to do it now. I
always like to put that in there to remind
folks that this wasn't a given. This was
something that was fought for, and
worked hard for, all these years.
GS: As a longtime member of the
community, I appreciate that
historical perspective. Thank you.
CW: Yes. A lot of people didn't make it,
you know.

GS: Yes, there were terrible and
countless losses. On May 6th, you
will be performing at Chicago’s
Center on Halsted’s Human First
benefit. What can attendees of the
benefit expect from your set?
CW: We’re going to have fun! I
have a high-energy set. I'm going to do
all the hits. I got my dancers with me. I
expect everyone to sing along [laughs].
And I'm even looking to pull a couple of
people onstage maybe to dance with

me.
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GS: In closing, are there any
upcoming creative projects that
you’d like to share with the readers?
CW: Sure! I have a monthly
podcast with seven million listeners
called “I Am House” which you can find
on iTunes and Google, as well as the “I
Am House” radio show on SiriusXM,
channel 141, Saturday and Sunday
night at 8:00 pm Eastern Standard Time
[laughs]! I have my record label, I Am
House Records. We have a new lease
release with DJ Vivona called “Need
You Here,” which is excellent, doing
wonderfully. I have several releases
coming out this year. So many that I'm
thinking that maybe I should just put it
all on one album. We’re working
through that. I actually have some
releases out now. You can go on my
Instagram at crystalwaters and all the
links should be right there.
Crystal Waterswill be performing at
theCenter on Halsted Human First 15th
Anniversary Gala Friday, May 6, 2022
Reception 5:30 pm •Dinner 7:00pm
at The Old Post Office
433 W. Van Buren Street For
Tickets or more information visit
https://www.centeronhalsted.org/hf
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GRAB GARY
Start laughing:

an interview with gay
writer Gary Janetti
The humorous essay is an artform, one
that has been perfected by the likes of
gay writers including David Sedaris and
the late David Rakoff. It’s a style of
prose that can be as entertaining as it
is enlightening. Gary Janetti is another
gay writer who is well aware of the
benefits of laughter. As a producer and
writer for queer sitcoms including Will &
Grace and Vicious, Janetti was good at
tickling our funny bones. That ability
also carries over to the page in Start
Without Me (I’ll Be There in a Minute)
(Holt, 2022), a collection of 18 linked
essays that follow Janetti from his teen
years through his 20s to the present, all
the while providing multiple
opportunities to laugh out loud. Janetti
was generous enough to answer a few
questions in advance of the publication
of the book.
Gregg Shapiro: Gary, I’d like to begin
the interview by asking you to say
something about your fondness for
parentheses, beginning with the one
in the title of your book _Start
Without Me (I’ll Be There in a Minute)
_ and continuing throughout the 18
essays.
Gary Janetti: I guess it's a device that
works for me, that allows me to kind of
do asides. It’s like talking to the
audience, if you will. It allows you to
kind of break out of it and get even a
bit more personal or a little bit more
kind of conversational. But I don't know
why. I just started doing it and it works
for me.
GS: A majority of the essays take
readers into your past. Were you a
journal keeper or did you rely on
memory when it came to writing
about events from that time?
GJ: No, I never kept a journal. I think
somebody gave me a journal once
when I was in college, and I wrote in it
the day that I got it. “I'm gonna write in
this every day for the rest of my life!”
And that was the last time I ever wrote
in it. I rely on my memory.
GS: In terms of your writing process,
when it comes to creating the
essays, are they created via writing
prompts or inspiration, or a
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combination of both?
GJ: There are things
that have stuck with me
from my past. I feel like
if they stuck with me,
they stuck with me for a
reason. So maybe I jot
down just like a few
words of what those
things are that are still
kind of present in me.
And then I just start
writing and kind of let it
be what it wants to be.
Usually, I can find some
kind of connection to
something else, a
reason why it's
something that has
stayed with me. But I
allow that to happen
almost being of
consciousness.
GS: Do the essays in the book
appear in the order in which they
were written?
GJ: They do. I thought after I finished, I
didn't know if I would want to keep
them in that order. But I guess I had an
instinct that hopefully, they would stay
in that order because it felt like that’s
the order they wanted to be in.
GS: It actually reads in an organic
way, so yes, that makes sense.
Speaking of order, Start Without Me
opens with “The Carol Burnett
Show” essay, in which you talk about
not telling her how much of an
influence she was on you when you
met her. Even so, do you think you
might try to get a copy of your book
to her?
GJ: [Laughs] that's a good question.
And the answer is yes. Yeah, I will,
definitely.
GS: Public access TV host and
superstar Robin Byrd also gets
mentioned in the essay “J’s.” Will
you be sending her a copy of your
book?
GJ: I hadn’t thought of that, Gregg.
But now that you mentioned it, why
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Photo By Alasdair Mclellan
not? Are you aware of The Robyn
Byrd Show?
GS: Of course, yes. I didn't live in
New York. But my friend Denise, who
lived in New York, once sent me a
VHS tape that she had made of it.
GJ: Yeah, it's so specific. It was our
Watch What Happens Live [laughs]!
GS: Well, with a lot more going on,
including stripping and nudity.
GJ: It felt like there was something very
sweet about it, even though she was
interviewing porn stars. Not that one is
exclusive of the other. But it had this
kind of “Let's put on a show” charm to
it that, in hindsight now, I’m like,
“Ahttp://www”
GS: “Awww,” is perfect. In the essay
“Teaching Ten Little Fingers to Play,”
you write about the song “Hard
Candy Christmas” from the musical
The Best Little Whorehouse in
Texas_. Would you care to share your
thoughts on the renditions of that
song performed by Dolly Parton in
the movie and/or RuPaul's rendition
from his 1997 holiday album?
GJ: Oh, I didn't know RuPaul had a

rendition. I’ll have to listen to that. I
obviously love Dolly’s rendition. But, at
the time, this was before the film, so
what I was listening to and what I was
fixated on was the original cast
recording. There was no film at that
time. Also, just the sheet music. I just
liked the song so much [laughs]. I
didn't realize how kind of inappropriate
it was for a 12 or 13-year-old. But at
the same time, incredibly appropriate.
GS: In the “Pen Pals” essay you write
about your tense experience in Long
Beach, California, and even go as far
as to say that the Golden State is not
for you. However, you now live in LA.
What was it about California that
changed for you?
GJ: I think I'm being a little flip when I
say it. But that initial trip, when was 20
or 21, wasn’t what I had pictured in my
head that it was going to be, just like
most things are not. I conjured
something incredibly magical and
television-esque and it was just kind of
lonely and upsetting; it was more that.
But I always was kind of drawn to LA
from watching it on TV [laughs]. It
seemed so fabulous.
GS: While most of the essays have a
strong comedic element, there are
also serious moments, such as in the
“Grandma” essay when you hear the
story about the grandmother you
never knew defending the gay
nephew of one of her neighbors.
Please say something about how you
approach serious subject matter
versus humorous material.
GJ: By trying not to think too much of
it. By trying to be honest as best I
could. By just trying to write exactly
what I felt. I think that's it. I didn't really
approach it any differently. I allowed
myself to not worry about having to be
funny.
GS: It takes the pressure off.
GJ: Yeah. I was like, I'm not going to
worry about having to be funny and
having to be clever or having to make a
joke or find a way. If something
happens, it’s how I'm feeling as I'm
writing this, and what I have to say is
organic to it, that that's OK. But I'm not
going to worry with some of these
about whether or not they’re funny. I'm
going to hope that the audience will be
along, regardless.
GS: A few times in the book you refer
to items from your past, followed by
the comment, “I still have mine.”
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Would you say that you
are a packrat?
GJ: No, the opposite. I
actually only said “I still
have mine” for two things.
One is the card that gets
me into the Roxy for free.
So that’s in a shoebox. The
other is the keychain they
gave us when we went to
the last performance of the
original Broadway run of
_A Chorus Line_. It’s a
keychain in the shape of a
ticket. I have that in the
same shoebox where the
card is. So, literally I have a
shoebox, maybe. The other
things I said that I don't
still have, like the program
to _Star Wars_ or my high
school yearbook or things
like that. I’m the opposite
of a pack rat. I get rid of
everything.
GS: So, basically
anything that can fit in a
shoebox stays.
GJ: Yeah, I literally
have a shoebox [laughs]. I
seem to accumulate
mostly books. I read a lot
and I have a lot of books. I
love books. I have books in boxes that
I've donated and that I give and that I
keep and stuff. But that's it.
GS: The “Commencement Address”
and “Trip Advisor Review” essays are
in a different voice than the others.
Please say something about why you
wanted to include them in the book?
GJ: In the previous book that I wrote,
Do You Mind If I Cancel?, I did the
same thing. There are a few essays that
step outside of it a little. It's just playing
with the form somewhat. And it's also a
way of kind of saying two things at
once. With the “Commencement
Address,” a lot of it is just looking back
on all the things that I thought were so
important at the time that weren't really
going to have any bearing on my life or
probably not on most people's lives
after they graduate from college. Yet
there are certain very basic things that
are important which you don't kind of
even think of, like don't be an asshole.
These are simpler things to remember,
and that have served me well. It was a
way to say something in a different
way. It's the same thing with the “Trip
Advisor Review,” because I'm
obsessed with traveling. I have kind of
OCD qualities about how I like things to
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be. I read tons of Trip Advisor reviews
before I go to anything. I thought it
would be a way to play with that form,
but then see if there was something
that I could say about what it's like
when you travel and maybe why I get
so obsessive about things and what’s
going on underneath. Maybe there was
a way to do that in a different kind of
format. That's why I like to play with
other ways of telling a story if you will.
GS: Your husband Brad Goreski
appears in the “Destination
Weddings” essay. How do you
negotiate writing about him – for
example, does he have to approve of
the way he’s represented?
GJ: No, no, not at all. He only just
read it. He probably read it around the
same time you read it. There's nothing
to negotiate. I could write anything that
I wanted. He appeared in the first book,
I think, a bit more than he appears in
this book. I actually thought he might
appear more in here. What I'm writing
about is mostly a time way before him,
but I'm looking at it from now, so he
becomes a part of that. He trusts me.
He doesn't read anything until it's
literally done. That’s just how I am. I
don't like people, aside from my editor
(reading it). I'd rather just get it done.

PHOTOS BY ANTHONY MEADE

20

GRAB Magazine

April 26 , 2022

Photos By
AnthonyMeade

April 26 , 2022

GRAB Magazine

23

Daily Specials

GRAB YOUR FRIENDS
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

2 Bears Tavern Uptown: . $5 Jager, Fireball & Malort $4 Tallboy Beers (BuschLight, PBR, Hammʼs), $6
Big Miller Lite Drafts $3 House Shots. @mosphere: $5 Well Cocktails & Draft Beer 6-8pm, Game Night
with Tony. Cell Block: Open 4pm-2am. Charlieʼs: TuneUp Tuesday Karaoke 7 – 11PM, Tag Team
Tuesdays 11p – 2am, Dancing until close. Houndstooth: $2 Tacos, ½ Off Bottles of Wine, $5 Red or
White Sangria, $5 Chambongs, $3 Fireball, $22 Bud Light Seltzer Buckets, $22 Mexican Beer Buckets.
Hydrate: 8/10 TatTuesday XXL Doors open at 8pm. Kit Kat Lounge: Happy Hour 5-7pm $8.95 Martinis
Lark: 50% Off Bottles of Wine with any Entree Purchase, Bud Light $5, Select Wine $5, Well Cocktails
$6 5-7pm 50%off Bottles of Wine with purchase of an Entree. Lucky Horseshoe: Open at 6pm. Dancers
at 8pm. Open auditions for male dancers 7pm. $5 drink specials. Meeting House Tavern: $6 Big Miller
Lite Drafts, $3 House Shots, $5 Jäger, Fireball & Malort, $4 Tallboy Beers. North End: Open at 11am, $5
Canned Beers, Seltzers & Ciders. Replay Beer & Bourbon Lakeview: Open 2pm-2am, $5 Drafts &
Cans, $6 Stoli Vodka Cocktails, $7 Glasses of Wine, $8 Larceny Old Fashioneds, $5 Bud Lights 4-6pm.
Sidetrack: Open at 3pm, Trivia Tuesday 8-10pm, TRL Tuesday: Totally Rad Line-up of 90’s-to-Now
Music Videos 10pm-2am, OUTspoken LGBTQ+ Storytelling 1st Tuesday of the month from 7-9pm.
Steamworks: Every Tuesday 4 pm – 4 am Guys Under 25 Get In Free* (*Free 30 day membership and
free locker). Touche: Hardcore Cruisin Open 10pmʼ Sponsor Leather 64Ten. No cell phones/Wifi.
2 Bears Tavern Uptown: $5 Jager, Fireball & Malort $4 Tallboy Beers (BuschLight, PBR, Hammʼs),.$4
Premium Well Cocktails. @mosphere: $5 Well Cocktails & Draft Beer 6-8pm. Cell Block: Open 4pm-2am.
Charlieʼs: Country Line Dancing 7 – 10pm, Sapphireʼs Secret Shadows 10pm – 1 am, Dancing until close.Kit
Kat Lounge: Happy Hour 5-7pm $8.95 Martinis Lark: Free Bingo, 50% Off Nachos & Totchos, $8 Villa One
Margaritas Frozen or on the Rocks, Traditional Flavor only. Bud Light $5, Select Wine $5, Well Cocktails $6
5-7pm.Lark: Happy Hour5-7pm $4 Dud Light Drafts $6 Well Cocktails. Buy One Pizza Get one half offDie In
OnlyLucky Horseshoe: Open at 6pm Dancers at 8pm. $5 drink specials. Meeting House Tavern: $3 Miller
Lite Drafts, $4 Stolis (All Flavors), $5 Jäger, Fireball & Malort, $4 Tallboy Beers. North End: Open at 11am $5
Lagunitas Draft & Cans. Replay Beer & Bourbon Lakeview: Open 2pm-2am, $5 Drafts & Cans, $6 Stoli
Vodka Cocktails, $7 Glasses of Wine, $8 Larceny Old Fashioneds, $5 Bud Lights 4-6pm Sidetrack: Open at
3pm, All Things Beyoncé 2nd Wed of month, All Things Gaga 3rd Wed of month, All Things Taylor & Ariana 4th
Wed of month – all 9pm-2am. Steamworks: Bear Hump Every second Wednesday 6-9pm A monthly midweek gathering of Furry Men. Touche: Jockstrap Night Sponsored by Full Kit Gear, Free Clothing check.

2 Bears Tavern Uptown: $5 Jager, Fireball & Malort $4 Tallboy Beers (BuschLight, PBR, Hammʼs), $5
Whiskey, Rye & Bourbon.@mosphere: $5 Well Cocktails & Draft Beer 6-8pm, RuPaul Drag Race All
Stars 6 Viewing Party - 7pm. Baton Show Lounge: Doors open at 6pm, Shows at 7:30pm, 9:30pm &
11:30pm. Cell Block: Open 4pm-2am. Charlieʼs: Survivor 10 pm – 1 am, Dancing Until Close.
Hydrate: RuPaulʼs Drag Race Season All Stars Viewing Party Doors Open 6:30pm, Bubble POP
Hosted by Khloe Coulee 9pm. Kit Kat Lounge: Happy Hour 5-7pm $8.95 Martinis. Lark: Happy
Hour5-7pm $4 Dud Light Drafts $6 Well Cocktails . 7pm Extreme Bingwith Vian Dejour. 50%off Nachos
or Tatchos $8 Villa One Margaritas Frozen or on the Rocks Tradional Flavor Only.Lucky Horseshoe:
Open at 6pm. Dancers at 8pm. $5 drink specials. Meeting House Tavern: $5 You Call Itʼs, $5 Jäger,
Fireball & Malort, $4 Tallboy Beers. North End: Open at 11am, $5 Deep Eddy Cocktails Replay Beer
& Bourbon Lakeview: Open 2pm-2am, $5 Drafts & Cans, $6 Stoli Vodka Cocktails, $7 Glasses of
Wine, $8 Larceny Old Fashioneds, $5 Bud Lights 4-6pm Sidetrack: Open at 3pm, Chicagoʼs RuPaulʼs
Drag Race Viewing Party 7pm, Drag & Games Dance Party 9pm-2am Steamworks: Lights Out
Thursdays, The Club goes Dark Every Thursday 4pm-4am. Touche: Throwback Thursdays 70ʼs &
80ʼs Music &Porn by Bijiou Video. 5/5 Cinco De Mayo Tacos & Tequila.
GRAB Magazine
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2 Bears Tavern Uptown: . $5 Jager, Fireball & Malort $4 Tallboy Beers (BuschLight, PBR, Hammʼs),
$4StoliCocktails (Any Flavor). @mosphere: $5 Well Cocktails & Draft Beer 6-8pm. Cell Block: Open
4pm-2am. Charlies: Bingo 7 – 11 pm Dancing until close. Hydrate: Lips and Mascara Doors at 8pm
Show at 10pm. Lark: Happy Hour 5-7pm, Bottles of Wine 50% off with dinner entree purchase. Lucky
Horseshoe: Open at 4pm, Dancers 8pm. Meeting House Tavern: $5 Jäger, Fireball & Malort, $4 Tallboy
Beers. North End: Open at 11am, $5 Well Drinks. Replay Beer & Bourbon Lakeview: Open 2pm-2am,
$5 Drafts & Cans, $6 Stoli Vodka Cocktails, $7 Glasses of Wine, $8 Larceny Old Fashioneds, $5 Bud
Lights 4-6pm. Sidetrack: Open at 3pm, Musical Monday Show Tunes 8pm-2am. Steamworks: Every
3rd Monday TM4M (Trans Men For Men) 8pm-2am. Touche:Euchre Night Come out and Play 7-10pm,
Clubroom Open

Friday

2 Bears Tavern Uptown: . $5 Jager, Fireball & Malort $4 Tallboy Beers (BuschLight, PBR, Hammʼs), $7 Big
Miller Lite Drafts$3 House Shots.@mosphere: $5 Well Cocktails & Draft Beer 6-8pm, Dancers
10pm-1am. Baton Show Lounge: Doors open at 6pm, Shows at 7:30pm, 9:30pm & 11:30pm. Cell
Block: Open 4pm-2am. Charlieʼs: 1st and 3rd Fierce Fridays 10p – 1am, 2nd Fierce Fridays - Traffic
Light Party 10p – 1am, 4th Fierce Fridays - Glow Up Party 10p – 1am, 5th Fierce Fridays – Strut 10p –
1am, Dancing until close. Houndstooth: $6 Pulled Pork or Pulled Chicken Sandwich, $6 Absolut
Mules, $12 Domestic Pitchers, $5 Chambongs, $3 Fireball, $22 Bud Light Seltzer Buckets, $22
Mexican Beer Buckets. Hydrate: 8/6 Fresh Faces A New Drag Competition Second and Forth Friday
of the Month. Kit Kat Lounge: Happy Hour 5-7pm $8.95 Martinis. Lark: Happy Hour5-7pm $4 Dud Light
Drafts $6 Well Cocktails .Every Friday from Meeting House Tavern: $5 Titoʼs, $7 Big Miller Lite Drafts, $5
Jäger, Fireball & Malort, $4 Tallboy Beers. North End: Open at 11am, $3 Miller Lite Drafts 4-7pm.
Replay Beer & Bourbon Lakeview: Weekend Buckets $25 All Day, Miller Lite, Corona Extra, Truly
Punch Variety, Truly Wild Berry Seltzer, Freshie Tequila Seltzer (5 Cans per Bucket - Cannot mix and
match.) Shakers: $4 Domestic Bottles $5 Well Mixed Drinks, $10 Giant 23oz Long Islands in 22
flavors. Sidetrack: Open at 3pm, T.G.I.F. Show Tunes 4-9pm, Friday Night Dance Party 9pm-2am.
Touche:4/15 Cowboy RoundUP4/22 ONYX CLUB NIGHT.5/6 Windy City Boys Troop Club Night “The
Boys are Back

Saturday

2 Bears Tavern Uptown: . $5 Jager, Fireball & Malort $4 Tallboy Beers (BuschLight, PBR, Hammʼs), $5
Lagunitas IPADrafts $5 Premium Well Cocktails$12 mimosa Carafes. @mosphere: $5 Well Cocktails &
Draft Beer 3pm-5pm, Dancers 10pm -1am. Baton Show Lounge: Doors open at 6pm, Shows at 7:30pm,
9:30pm & 11:30pm. Cell Block: Open 2pm-3am. Charlieʼs: Country Line Dancing 7 – 10pm, The Main Event
10pm – 1am Dancing until Close. Lark: Lakeviews #1 Free flowing Brunch11am-3pm Lucky Horseshoe:
Open with dancers at 3pm. $5 drink specials. Meeting House Tavern: $5 Signature Margaritas, $5 Premium
Well Cocktails, $12 Mimosa Carafes, $5 Jäger, Fireball & Malort, $4 Tallboy Beers. North End: Open at
11am, $3 Miller Lite Drafts 11am-2pm. Replay Beer & Bourbon Lakeview: $10 Champagne Bottles, $5
Juice Kits, $3 Bud Lights 12-2pm, Weekend Buckets $25 All Day, Miller Lite, Corona Extra, Truly Punch
Variety, Truly Wild Berry Seltzer, Freshie Tequila Seltzer (5 Cans per Bucket - Cannot mix and match.).
Sidetrack: Open at 1pm, SaturGay Drag & Games 3-6pm, Saturday Night Dance Party 9pm-3am, Dog Day
Saturday 1st Saturday of the month 1-5pm. Touche: 4/16 GEAR NIGHT & FullMoon Party with Bluf/Chicago
brber & bootblack BNC 6pm. 4/23 RIPE PARTY DimLights, Deep Beats Go-Go Dudes DJ Harry T. 5/7 BEAR
Night, Win Tickets to Furball Chicago.

Sunday
Funday

2 Bears Tavern Uptown: .$5 Jager, Fireball & Malort $4 Tallboy Beers (BuschLight, PBR, Hammʼs), $5
Signature Margaritas $12 Mimosa Carafes.@mosphere: $6 Jack Products, $4 Domestic Draft, House
Shots $2. Baton Show Lounge: Doors Open at 11am, Shows at 7:30pm, 9:30pm & 11:30pm. Cell
Block: Open 2pm-2am Charlieʼs: Queeriod! Every other Sunday 5pm – 7pm, Singsational Sunday
Karaoke 7pm – 11pm Mas Leche 11pm – 1am, Dancing until close. Hydrate: Doors open at 2pm
Northalstedʼs Official after Brunch party. Kit Kat Lounge: Divalicious brunch with Madam X 11am-3pm,
Happy Hour 4-7pm $8.95 Martinis . Lark: Lakeviews #1 Free flowing Brunch11am-3pm Lucky Horseshoe:
Open with dancers at 3pm. $5 drink specials. Meeting House Tavern: $3 House Shots, $5 Premium Well
Cocktails, $12 Mimosa Carafes, $5 Frozens, $5 Jäger, Fireball & Malort, $4 Tallboy Beers. North End:
Open at 11am, $3 Miller Lite Drafts 7-10pm Replay Beer & Bourbon Lakeview: $10 Champagne
Bottles, $5 Juice Kits, $3 Bud Lights 12-2pm, Weekend Buckets $25 All Day, Miller Lite, Corona Extra, Truly
Punch Variety, Truly Wild Berry Seltzer, Freshie Tequila Seltzer (5 Cans per Bucket - Cannot mix and
match.) Sidetrack: Open at 1pm, Sunday Funday Show Tunes 4-9pm, Sunday Funday After Dark Dance
Party 9pm-2am Touche: Beer Bust $2 Bud Light Drafts,, Movie Night 7pm.Clubroom Opens at 6pm
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GRAB A HIT
DANCE

Top 40 Dance Chart this week

30

Visit nexusradio.fm
Artist

Title

1 Ownboss x Sevek

Move Your Body

2 Majestic

Tricky ft. Autumn Rowe

3 Tujamo

Down

4 Sam Gellaitry

New Wave

5 Kx5

Escape ft. Hayla (Radio Edit)

6 Swedish House Mafia & Sting

Redlight (Radio Edit)

7 Nicky Romero x GATTUSO x Jared Lee

Afterglow (Shorter Radio Edit)

8 The Knocks

River ft. Parson James

9 Duke & Jones

Vertigo

10 VASSY x GTOfice

Tuff

11 John Newman

Waiting For A Lifetime

12 NEIKED x Mae Muller x Polo G

Better Days (Regard Remix)

13 KREAM

Pressure

14 SIDEPIECE

Don't Keep Me Waiting

15 Jax Jones

Where Did You Go ft. MNEK

16 MO

New Moon

17 The Chainsmokers

High (Radio Edit)

18 Armin van Buuren & Sam Gray

Human Touch

19 Thomas Gold x Jex x Hugo Cantarra

Wasted

20 DES3ETT

Neon Signs ft. Jack Dawson

21 John Summit

Human ft. Echoes

22 tyDi & Jes

Just Believe

23 Warren

Before You ft. LEXI

24 Zookeper & Jen

Taking Over Me

25 MelyJones & Charles B

Do You Remember (Coopex Edit)

26 Diplo & Miguel

Don't Forget My Love

27 Michael Calfan & Nadia Ali

3 2 1 (Radio Edit)

28 Just Kiddin

Change My Mind

29 Rozell & Sebastian Perez

No One Knows My Face (Radio Edit)

30 Morgin Madison

Drifter ft. Dominique

31 Ferry Corsten & Morgan Page

Wounded ft. Cara Melin

32 Regard x Years & Years

Hallucination (Clean Edit)

33 Audien

One Last Dance ft. XIRA

34 Mike Williams

Pretty Little Words ft. Zack Hall

35 Jonas Blue & Sevenn

Angles

36 ManyFew x Franky

You Had Me

37 Ben Kim

Somebody To Love (Edit)

38 Farius

A Big Life (Radio Mix)

39 Keanu Silva x Toby Romeo x SACHA

Hopeless Heart (Radio Edit)

40 Shiah Maisel
GRAB Magazine

Really Love You ft. Afrojack
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UNICORNS

GRAB HOLLY
For the Convenience of Lawyers
By Holly Maholm

I had casually mentioned to Victor
that I was representing Mike and Dave
(as their attorney) in their efforts to
convince a local high school girl
(Lauren) to carry through on her
unplanned pregnancy and, after giving
birth, to permit them to adopt the baby.
Shortly thereafter, I got a message from
Sassy Pants asking me to meet her at
the Horse Rescue.
When I arrived, I was directed to a
protected spot in the orchard, where I
found Sassy and Queen Penelope
resting quietly in the shade. With them
was Dot. Sassy motioned for me to take
a seat near them in the grass, where I
waited for the Queen to speak. At last
she did.
Ignoring me, the Queen turned in
Sassy’s direction. “Sassy, I am most
disappointed. When you first proposed
Holly for admission to our frolic, I was
skeptical of your advice that – Holly
being a transgender woman – we might
overlook her ‘co-morbid condition’ as a
‘lawyer.’ And, you recall, thought I kept
up my resistance for a considerable
period, in the end you wore me down
with your naïve enthusiasm and what
we now see as Holly’s empty promises
that we unicorns would not be made to
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suffer from those ‘jurisprudential’
aspects of her character.
“Accordingly, I am going to give
Holly a brief lecture explaining why we
unicorns never ask a lawyer for help,
after which I am going to put you in
charge of this rapidly-developing
disaster involving Lauren and her baby.”
Sassy – feeling mildly chastised –
averted her gaze, following which the
Queen, turning in my direction, adopted
an expression which clearly
communicated to me the message ‘It’s
bad enough you are Homo Sapiens, but
you being a Juris Doctor is almost too
much too bear.’
“Very well, Holly,” she began. “Let
us review the situation. There is a young
girl – barely a woman, after all – who
has fallen pregnant. Imagine her
confusion, anxiety and fear. Next, there
are two men – gay men – who have
conceived (if you will pardon the pun)
the audacious idea that they might
adopt a newborn baby, and thereafter
spend the remainder of their days
providing support, nurture and guidance
for a child who will all-too-soon learn
that his parents are treated by many as
outcasts.
“And, into this witches’ brew of
powerful emotions, we add those of the
girl’s mother (as confused and fearful as
her daughter), together with the effects
of gossip and other elements of ‘peer
pressure’ to which young women of her
age are so susceptible.
“Thus… into this ‘Cauldron of
Chaos’ you – unprompted by
anyone – toss in a heaping handful
of ‘The Law.’ You, a lawyer,
arrogantly assume that there are
no conflicts or uncertainties among
members of your species that
cannot be quickly and effortlessly
ameliorated – if not altogether
‘cured’ – by applying just the right
amount of ‘Law’ to the ‘affected
area.’
“And so you have been taught;
though, if we seek the ‘inner
wisdom’ of The Law, in the end we
find nothing more substantial than
‘the convenience of lawyers.’
The Queen continued. “Here is
what we expect to see happen:
First, all of the individuals involved
in this ‘crisis situation’ will – upon
your arrival on the scene – instantly
leave-off searching their hearts for
a solution to the uncertainties they
perceive. Instead, they will assume
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that
The Law will have a ready-made and
infallible solution available, which they
have only to wait patiently for you – the
lawyer in the room – to explain. Next,
after you describe what you believe to
be the correct approach, they – often
being none-too-impressed with your
‘solution’ – will usually be cowed into
submission by your assurances that
‘This is the way a court would see it’
and ‘Really, it’s for the best.’
“Finally, those who are browbeaten
into accepting your advice will
forevermore harbor a secret grievance
against you, feeling they were cheated
of the opportunity to play their own
‘proper part’ in resolving a crisis which
intimately affected their lives.”
The Queen’s voice took on a hostile
tone, and she glared daggers in my
direction. “In this particular instance,
Holly, where there is the possibility of
Lauren electing an abortion, your status
as a lawyer cannot help but reinforce –
in the minds of all educated observers –
the conclusion that inasmuch as she
has a legally-enforceable ‘right to
choose,’ we cannot be certain that she
has exercised her own ‘free will’ unless
the choice she makes represents an
unqualified vindication of that ‘right to
choose.’ Meaning: That unless she
chooses an abortion, we cannot rule out
the possibility that others – Members of
the Patriarchy, no doubt (Mike and
Dave, in this case) – imposed their will
upon a young and vulnerable woman.”
The Queen glanced over at Sassy
and announced, “This is your mess,
now.

(To be continued)

Holly Maholm is a transgender
woman living in Cleveland, Ohio. Look
for Holly’s new book Offered Magic: My
Life Among the Unicorns (now available
on Amazon) which collects the first 126
episodes of Holly’s adventures involving
both magical unicorns and her LGBTQ
friends. Send a message to Holly at
www.hollymaholm.com.
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GRAB A PLANE

Summer Fun in Washington D.C.
By Bill Malcolm

D.C. is back open and better than ever.
Plenty of outdoor spaces keep you
COVID safe and of course the
Smithsonian Museums are all free.
Summer is the value season where
hotel rates are reasonable. Plus, it is
the arguable one of the gayest cities in
America.
You can practically walk
everywhere. And yes, you will run into
famous folks. I had the pleasure of
meeting White House Deputy Press
Secretary Kareen Jean-Pierre at the
Victory Fund Brunch at the Grand
Hyatt, a Haitian immigrant who was
raised in New York City as well as the
Attorney General of Massachusetts,
Maura Healy who is running for
Governor. The Equality PAC also had a
fundraiser at the Number 9 bar when I
was there where I ran into my friend,
Arizona State Representative Daniel
Hernandez who is running for Congress
in the 6th District (Tucson). Long story
short, expect to run into someone
famous in D.C.
WHAT TO DO
Don’t miss the Smithsonian’s
Portrait Gallery/American Art Museum
for their orchid display in the atrium, the
portraits of every U.S. President, and
the new Watergate display. You will find
them at Gallery Place/Chinatown
Metro. The nearby Smithsonian
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Building Museum is another must.
Check its websites to see if they
require (free) tickets in advance and
their hours of operation.
Walking around the Dupont Circle/
Thomas Circle/Logan Circle
neighborhoods is fun.
The U.S. Botanical Garden features
orchids and a tropical garden as well as
an outdoor garden that showcases
mid-Atlantic native plants. The climate
is so mild in D.C. that they even had a
palmetto.
Meet up with the walkers at D.C.
Frontrunners at 23 Street/P Street NW
(near Dupont Circle) Saturdays at 9:30
a.m. (or run with them at 10 a.m.). We
walked around Georgetown and then
down along the Potomac River. Usually
they walk or run up Rock Creek Park
which goes up to the Zoo. They meet
next to a statute honoring Taras
Shevchenko, a Ukrainian poet. This
friendly group is a great way to meet
locals. D.C. folks are an interesting
highly educated bunch: lots of
politicians, political types, etc. As a
very transient city, it is easy to meet
people from all over.
I snagged tickets to the spring
White House Garden Tour. You can
check with your Congressperson or
Senator to see about White House
Tours or simply walk around the
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National Mall and to the monuments on
your own.
Don’t miss the Sunday farmer’s
market in Dupont Circle where you can
grab locally grown produce or sample
the local coffee, Zekes.
NIGHTLIFE
The gay scene is no longer in one
neighborhood as in days past (where it
was in Dupont Circle then 17th Street
NW). The new Kiki Bar at 919 U Street
in the Shaw neighborhood has an
upstairs dance floor and is the place for
Sunday afternoon see and be seen and
you can mingle with the Stonewall
Kickball crowd. The next-door
companion bar, the Dirty Goose, is also
a lot of fun as is Nellie’s, the sports bar
across the street.
My favorite bar is the Number Nine
on P Street NW (across from Whole
Foods) which has something going on
every night on their second floor.
Around the corner is Trade (on 14th
Street NW) that features a large
outdoor patio. The Green Lantern is
another downtown bar that features a
fun happy hour and other events. The
As You Are bar on Capitol Hill is the
newest addition to the scene.
WHERE TO EAT
D.C. has a great restaurant scene
with innovative dishes featuring chefs
from all over. You cannot beat
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Sweetgreen, the fast-casual salad
chain and more including the one on P
Street NW. Try the fish taco salad with
steelhead salmon. This concept
restaurant was started in D.C. by two
guys sick of dorm
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food at a local college and is now going
national.
Zaytinya is my favorite for
Mediterranean food. The small dishes
let you sample a lot.
Rasika (633 D Street NW) is a must
for the best
Indian food in
the U.S. which
my friend tells
me is
showcasing
Indian street
food.
The Red
Bear Brewery
in the NoMa
neighborhood
(209 M Street
NW) had great
IPAs. (The next
door REI Coop is also a
shopping
experience in a
historic
recycled
building that
was once a
music hall.)
Try the new
Planta
vegetarian
restaurant in
nearby
Bethesda. You
can even bike
up from D.C.
Annie’s
Paramount
Steakhouse on
17th NW is a
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long-time staple for the LGBTQ+
crowd and is great for people
watching or Sunday brunching. They
have outdoor seating as well.
WHERE TO STAY
I always stay at the Comfort Inn
Downtown DC/Convention Center at
1201 13th Street NW. It’s close to the
stores, restaurants and shopping on
14th Street NW and an easy walk or
Metro to the museums and other
attractions. Other great options I have
stayed at include the Washington
Plaza Hotel, the Tabard Inn, and the
Beacon House.
GETTING THERE/ GETTING
AROUND
I took American Airlines nonstop
into close in and convenient Reagan
National Airport (aka DCA). It took just
35 minutes to get from the airport to
my hotel. (Take Metro (Convention
Center, Mt. Vernon stop) to my hotel,
the Comfort Inn and Suites at M
Street and 13th Street NW which is a
short walk west of the Metro).
Amtrak goes to the magnificent
Union Station and features the Acela
express train to New York City and
catch a show in under 3 hours. The
MARC commuter rail can take you to
BWI (Baltimore) airport and other
destinations.
D.C.’s Metro subway system is
great. The Metro Bus and the Circulator
takes you where the subway does not.
Under no circumstances rent a car.
Parking is in short supply and the D.C.
drivers have one hand on the horn at all
times. You can walk everywhere or hop
on the Metro.
HELPFUL HINTS
The Washington Blade (in print and on
line) comes out every Friday. Visit their
website, washingtonblade.com. Metro
Weekly is your other source for LGBTQ
information. Visit DC has the local
happenings at Washington.org. You will
run out of time before you run out of
things to do in this amazing city.
Consider a trip to the DMV today (DC
speak for DC/Maryland/Virginia).

Bill Malcolm is a syndicated LGBTQ
value travel writer based in Indianapolis. His
column appears or has appeared in publications
and on websites around the country. He writes
as a hobby at no charge to publications to
support LGBTQ journalism. Special thanks to
Visit D.C. for their travel tips and to my
friends at the Comfort Inn Downtown D.C./
Convention Center.
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GRAB A BOOK
BOOKS

By Terri Schlichenmeyer

"Ready When You Are" by Gary
Lonesborough
c.2022,
ScholasticPUSH
$18.99
245 pages

Loud thunder-booms.
Spiders and snakes. The number
thirteen, clowns, cemeteries, and
heights. There are a lot of things that you
can fear, just as there are a lot of ways
you can overcome phobias, if you want.
Vanquish those shivers by taking
classes, being brave or, as in the new
novel, "Ready When You Are" by Gary
Lonesborough, you can let someone
gently help you.
If he had to admit it, seventeen-yearold Jackson Barley had a love-hate
relationship with Christmas.
He loved its traditions, and because
it was something out-of-the-ordinary.
When hanging out with your mates on
the Mish is all you normally do, it's nice
to have the holidays to break up the
same-old. But over Christmas break, his
Aunty Pam always brought his cousins
around and the house was full of little
kids. Jackson loved his younger brother
and his cousins, but man, could they
make a racket!
This year, another thing was unusual:
Aunty Pam arrived Christmas Eve with a
teenager she was caring for, a boy
named Tomas who'd just gotten out of
juvie. Of course, Jackson's mother said
that Tomas could bunk in Jackson's
room and that wasn't cool, not at first.
Jackson's mind was elsewhere: his
girlfriend broke up with him for reasons
he couldn't discuss.
For most of his life, he had known
that he was "different." He tried to be like
other boys, but it just didn't work that
way and he was afraid to even think
about his feelings. And now there was
this outlaw kid, another Aboriginal boy
like him lying on a mattress in Jackson's
bedroom and oh, Tomas was beautiful.
But Jackson wasn't gay, or at least
he wasn't ready to be. He wanted a
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summer with his mates, and girls, but he
wanted Tomas to kiss him, too. How
could he be true to himself? And what
would people think?
There are three main characters
inside "Ready When You Are": Jackson,
Tomas, and alcohol. Lots of alcohol, and
teenagers who are often excessively
drunk, which almost totally mars the
sweetness of this novel. Put aside
endless Outback parties and repetitous
beach forays, though, and you might be
charmed by this familiar-not-familiar boymeets-boy tale.
In placing his novel in an Aboriginal
community, author Gary Lonesborough
gives U.S. readers a unique setting and
immersion in a culture where life feels
more relaxed than perhaps they're
accustomed – but yet, coming-out
struggles for gay teens still exist.
This leads to a story that, scene-forscene, is predictible and common in YA
romance novels –an aspect the genre's
most fervent readers passionately rely
on. They'll also love Jackson, a boy in a
man's skin who acts responsibly and
genuinely, but who's not yet too selfassured about it. Life through his eyes is
the best part of this book.
Though you'll likely find this novel in
the Young Adult section, it's absolutely
appropriate for grown-ups with fond
memories of first love. "Ready When You
Are" has its lows, but it might also make
your heart go boom.
"How Do I Un-Remember This?
Unfortunately True Stories" by Danny
Pellegrinoc 2022,Sourcebooks $25.99
272 pages

Some things are better forgotten.
That time you had a wardrobe failure
in gym class. Ugh, when your Mom
revealed one of your childhood incidents
to your best frenemy. The worst date
everrr. Those are things you'd like to
pretend never happened but they did
and, as in "How Do I Un-Remember
This?" by Danny Pellegrino, what have
you learned from them?
Memories are funny things: you can
reminisce with someone about
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something you both saw or experienced,
but you won't remember the exact same
things in the same way. Says the host of
the podcast Everything Iconic with
Danny Pellegrino, that's when it's
perfectly okay to take a "little detour..."
Growing up in a small town in Ohio,
Pellegrino remembers being an awkward
kid. He had many friends, but they
couldn't always be trusted. At
sleepovers, he generally preferred the
company of the host's mother because
she could be counted on for good
gossip. He liked girls sometimes, but he
remembers how confusing that was
because he liked boys, too. He recalls
bad dates, good brothers, the process of
coming out, and the fluster of being
outed. Even his family could be
awkward: he remembers family trips as
being full of cheap motels, bad roads,
and "stress wine" for his mother.
And what can you learn from this?
You learn that if your parents can
embarrass you, they will, and that
bruises last forever but they don't always
hurt that long. Know that there are days
when it's perfectly okay to say no but
that any time is a good time to discuss
"The Trolley Song." You'll see why we
should retire the young-white-cis-man
trope in superhero movies. You'll learn
why it's important to be careful of the
things your cleaning lady has access to,
and be thankful if you have parents who
love you. And you'll learn that
sometimes, life is simply "about getting
through the journey alongside the ones
you love."
Judging a book by it's cover is
something we've been told not to do, but
still. Looking at the front of this memoir
hints at the humor inside, and yep,
humor is here but it isn't the only thing.
"How Do I Un-Remember This?" is warm
and fuzzy, too.
That might be because this book is
more like a conversation than a
monologue. Author Danny Pellegrino
includes his readers in his memories, and
even when they're not identical, they're
universal. Embarrassments during
puberty, parents that make you redfaced, bad dates, public humiliation, fan
obsessions, been there, done that,
discussed and disgusted.
But then those things are put into
perspective, in a way that seems like a
gentle hand on your arm. Count your
blessings, Pellegrino reminds readers,
and look for the good and wise in what
you recall. Even when – maybe especially
when – those memories are full of barbs.
Have fun reading this book, but
don't be surprised if "How Do I UnRemember This?" tugs on your soul, too.
Indeed, some things are better forgotten.
This book isn't one of them.

Photos By Anthony Meade
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GRAB A FILM
FILM

BRIDGERTON'S garden party is
high-spirited fun.

A shrewd West End producer
should immediately announce
Shakespeare’s The Taming of the
Shrew starring Jonathan Bailey and
Simone Ashley. In Bridgerton Season
two, Kate and Petruchio's schtick is
fine-tuned to perfection, as the two
stars hate, woo, and desire each other
with hilarious and heartbreaking results.
Netflix/Shondaland's version of
BRIDGERTON is an elegant garden
party with a menu and team that may
be an acquired taste. It requires a
suspension of disbelief, a willingness to
play along, and a hungering for love
stories that are too good to be true but
juicy enough to induce smiles and
tears.
The cast is beautiful, the parties burst
with exquisitely costumed extras
carrying elaborate food and drink, and
the music is today's pop songs
arranged for period string quartets. The
gardens, woods, palaces, and
conservatories will inspire a trip to the
UK. It may sound unwieldy, but you will
enjoy the ride if you have the spirit. And
the lovemaking - if and when they get
to it - is steamy.
The Bridgerton family is enormous, and
in season 2, we see how their father's
untimely death impacted them. Bailey
plays Lord Anthony Bridgerton, the
eldest, whose dreams and spirit
darkened when he stepped into the
responsibilities needed to provide for
his mother and siblings. He looks great
in his elegant costumes, from his kneehigh boots to his ascot. He is at times
seen out of costume completely. \
With Anthony carrying the burdens of
the family, the other siblings are
scamps and free spirits. Benjamin
(Luke Thompson) aspires to be an
artist; Colin (Luke Newton) has traveled
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By Delven Shaw

the world. Daphne (Phoebe Dynevor),
whose scandalous romance rocked the
world in Season 1, returns as a young
mother to provide wisdom.
When Edwina Sharma (Charithra
Chandran) arrives, Anthony knows a
marriage to her would be practical and
correct. Ashley plays Kate, her
protective sister, and guardian. And you
know what they say about the course
of true love.
I did enjoy the subplot of free spirit
Eloise (Claudia Jessie) and her
adventures in the poorer parts of town.
Ruth Gemmel, as Lady Bridgeton, has
fantastic scenes this season that
showcase her immense talent.
I am less enamored of the
scheming of the Queen, Lady Danbury,
and the other connivers. Nor do I can
much about the Lady Whistledown
subplot.
But I tolerate those only to get back to
Kate and Andrew! If a Shrew were to
star these two, I am ready to purchase
a ticket!
COBALT BLUE Visually stunning
and emotionally complex,

Sachin Kundalkar's adaptation of
his highly regarded novel, comes to
brilliant life with the author providing
excellent, detailed direction. Every
frame is a portrait. The use of color,
light, and music is exceptional.
Neelay Mehendal carries the film
as Tanay, who evolves from student to
lover to artist. His development is finely
tuned, supported in full by Amit
Divekar's costumes. A budding writer,
Tanay has many questions that his
traditional family cannot entertain.
His athletic sister pays him no
mind. His older brother is on his path to
an arranged marriage. He talks to his
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only confidant - who happens to live in
a pond - daily. Voiceovers of his poetry
underscore his growth.
Only an alluring professor (Neil
Bhoopalam) seems to interest the
youth. Taking a trip to the professor's
house - full of carvings, books,
pigeons, and gorgeous light - hints at
what lies ahead.
When financial needs require a
tenant for the top floor of Tanay's
house, his world begins to turn. An
impossibly handsome artist (Prateik
Babbar) introduces queer imagery and
nighttime trips in a canoe across a lake.
The visuals ratchet the rising sensuality.
The film is very discrete, yet a scene
with an orange will remain with you.
The plot also twists through
political, societal, and family issues. It
frustrates when it strays too far from
the main story. But the lovely music including a version of 'Moonlight
Sonata' rearranged by Clinton Crejo is sensational.
Cinematographer Vincenzo
Condorelli exquisitely captures the
landscapes of Kerala, including both
stunning opulence and poverty. The
use of water imagery throughout is
excellent.
The theme of a young man falling
for an older, more experienced partner
may remind you of Call Me By Your
Name, a vivid novel, with a pale film
adaptation. In this case, watching a
thrilling movie made me want to read
the book.
The best art takes us through
unfamiliar landscapes while touching
the heart and changing the soul. Cobalt
Blue, now on NetFlix, entirely lives up
to those standards. It may not end up
on top of my list for the year's best, but
it is a leading contender now.

There are a lot of queer
culture available
screening right now.
Check out the two-minute
reviews at
DelvenShaw.com
for more!

PHOTOS BY ANTHONY MEADE
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EVENTS

LEATHER EYE FOR THE PREPPY
GUY APRIL 30th

Once again Touché, 6412 North
Clark Street, will team up with
Leather64TEN at 6410 North Clark Street
to present our annual "LEATHER EYE
FOR THE PREPPY GUY" makeover
contest to benefit Vital Bridge’s
Groceryland Pantry. This year's contest
will be held on Saturday, April 30th at the
bar.
The contest begins at 11 pm with the
prospective new leathermen questioned
on their knowledge of leather & S&M.
After a thorough grilling, the audience will
be asked to make their preference known
before the winner is announced at
midnight.
At that time, the winner will then be
whisked away to Leather64TEN next door
to Touché where he will be outfitted in
new leather gear valued at over $500.
Then our new “leatherman” will be
presented to the crowd back at the bar.
Contestant applications are available
at Touché and Leather64TEN. A $10 entry
fee will be donated to the Groceryland
pantry and each contestant will receive a
gift bag. Entry forms must be submitted
by 10pm that Saturday, April 30th.
While the makeover process is going
on, raffle drawings will be held with prizes
that include Touché gift bags, gift
certificates from Leather64TEN and much
more. Admission is free but cash
donations will also be accepted. All
proceeds form the raffle and entry fees
will benefit the Groceryland Pantry on
Broadway in Edgewater.
Vital Bridge’s Groceryland Pantry of
the Heartland Alliance serves PWA’s
across the northside providing food and
personal care items to their many clients.
During the holiday season the pantry
receives huge donations of nonperishable food and other supplies. By
springtime, the Pantry shelves begin to
hold less, making this benefit crucial to
keep them stocked and serving their
clients. Donations of non-perishable
foods and personal care products will be
collected during the Leather Eye contest.
Vital Bridge’s operates three pantries
for PWAs under the Heartland Alliance,
one on each north, south and west sides
of Chicago. For more information on
Groceryland services visit
www.heartlandalliance.org/program/
vital-bridges-food-program/.
For more information on Touches’
Leather Eye Fro The Preppy Guy Contest,
visit ToucheChicago.com.

First Annual Ottawa Family Pride
Festival to Take Place in the
Starved Rock State Park Area.

Historic Downtown Ottawa, Illinois
will be the host to the Inaugural Ottawa
Family Pride Festival on Saturday, June
11th, from 10:00am-5:00pm.
Saturday, June 11th, downtown
Ottawa will be celebrating its very first
Pride. The LGBTQ+ community, and
their allies, will come together to take in
a day of vendors, artists, crafts, live
music on two separate stages
(including 2 kids-geared singers), food
trucks, a Chalk the Walk: Pride Edition,
and a Pets for Pride Parade to kick it all
off. The Parade will raise money for Pet
Project in Marseilles, and the net
proceeds for the rest of the day will
raise money for the very important NonProfit Youth Outlook Drop In center in
Ottawa.
Our main drag show will be hosted
by Eureka O’Hara of RuPaul’s Drag
Race, RuPaul’s All Stars, and HBO’s
We’re Here. Eureka will also be doing a
Meet & Greet at Prairie Fox Books in
Ottawa after the show, where she will
mingle, take photos, and sign
autographs–this will be ticketed, and
proceeds will also go to Youth Outlook.
Tickets will go on sale in May for the
Meet & Greet.
2 panels of the AIDS Memorial Quilt
will be on display at Open Table UCC,
right across from the park.
This event will have bilingual resources,
as well as ASL interpreters on hand at
performances and other areas, for our
guests’ comfort and convenience.
Central Illinois Friends will be on hand
with their RV for resources and free
testing for STI’s.
For questions, contact Dylan at
ottawafamilypridefest@gmail.com.
Follow us on Facebook at Ottawa
Family Pride Festival, or on Instagram
@ottawafamilypridefest

NORTHALSTED PRIDEFEST
RETURNSJune 18-19, 2022

Chicago’s annual Pride festival at
Halsted & Addison will feature Inaya
Day, Mila Jam, Madison Rose, Sixteen
Candles, Boy Band Review, KIYOMI,
Queen Explosion, Dancing Queen: An
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ABBA Salute, and more. Three stages of
live music and performers, Sunday
“Peach Presents” produced stage, 150+
vendors, and the Proud Pet
Parade with Miss Foozie, round out the
weekend’s attractions.
The street fest’s attendance is upwards of
60,000 visitors and is organized by
Northalsted Business Alliance, chamber
of commerce. Northalsted Vice-President
and lead event organizer, Mark Liberson,
is thrilled for the return of Chicago’s June
Pride events.
“I’m excited that our community will
gather again this year in June as we have
historically, with heightened appreciation
of togetherness and resilience in
celebration of the rights we have secured
and motivated to ensure that we retain
them into the future.”
Stage schedules and full lineup
details will be announced soon.
For more information visithttps://
northalsted.com/

John Waters at Chicago
Humanities Festival

Legendary filmmaker John Waters
will appear at the Chicago Humanities
Festival on Saturday, May 7th to discuss
his first novel, Liarmouth—what he calls a
“feel bad romance.”
Filmmaker of the cult classic Pink
Flamingos and blockbuster Hairspray and
author of memoirs Carsick and Mr. KnowIt-All, Waters has now turned his brilliant
mind to fiction. In Liarmouth, Waters
employshis trademark combination of
hilarity and obscenity, weaving a tangled
tale of sex, crime, and familydysfunction,
with main character Marsha Sprinkle
(scammer, suitcase thief, master of
disguise) at the helm.
Waters joins Chicago Humanities
Festival in conversation to share his
secrets for writing well in a transgressive
way.
For this event, Chicago Humanities
Festival is partnering with the Seminary
Co-Op Bookstores, a not-for-profit
bookstore whose mission is book-selling.
All tickets include a copy of Liarmouth,
which attendeeswill pick up onsite at the
event by showing the book voucher in the
receipt. A book signing with JohnWaters
will follow the program.In addition to
Waters, audience-goers can enjoy a full
day of festival events on Saturday, May
7th, includingconversations with Anita
Hill, the former US Ambassador to
Ukraine Marie Yovanovitch, comedian
SarahCooper, and Night Vale authors and
podcasters Jeffrey Cranor and Joseph
Fink.For more information visit
Chicagohumanities.org

ALYSSA EDWARDS LAUNCHES
LIFE, LOVE & LASHES TOUR

THEATRE

BenDeLaCreme Extends Her
Biggest Solo Tour to Date:
“BenDeLaCreme is...Ready to
Be Committed”

Global drag icon and RuPaul’s
Drag Race star, BenDeLaCreme, will
embark on her biggest solo tour yet as
star and Lead Producer – April 13
through July 16, 2022 – with her
critically acclaimed, narrative-cabaret,
“BenDeLaCreme is...READY TO BE
COMMITTED” (produced by
BenDeLaCreme Presents). This onequeen extravaganza is a hilarious and
heartfelt spectacular that blends
burlesque, comedy, and original music
with her signature Terminally Delightful
charm.
After years of people asking the
aggressively effervescent queen if she
can “please, settle down,”
BenDeLaCreme is finally ready to tie
the knot in something besides her
corset. Now, all she needs is a
potential spouse. And a dress. And a
cake. And the ability to consider
others.
It’s a relay race to the altar as
DeLa dodges pervy Grindr suitors,
bitchy wedding-cake-toppers, and the
errant arrows of Cupid himself! Join
the blushing bride as she tackles the
pitfalls of love, marriage, and romance
in a limited engagement about the
limitations of engagements.
Written, directed, and produced by
BenDeLaCreme, “BenDeLaCreme
is...READY TO BE COMMITTED”
showcases the multifaceted superstar
at her best. The show played to soldout crowds in New York City and
Provincetown upon its debut in 2019.
5/26 - Thalia Hall (Chicago, IL)
For Tickets or more information
visithttps://www.bendelacreme.com/
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Hailed as the “sickening queen
supreme” by The Times, RuPaul’s
DragRace sensation Alyssa Edwards
will embark on a cross-country US
tour spanning from Los Angeles to
NewYork City – with 26 cities in
between. Entitled the Life, Love and
Lashes Tour, this one-diva show is a
non-stop adrenaline spectacle –
pulling back the velvet curtain to reveal
Alyssa’s most intimate secrets.
Following her sold out, critically
acclaimed stint at the Vaudeville
Theatre in London’s historic West
Endlast year, Alyssa promises “longer
lashes, bigger wigs and louder tongue
pops” in this expanded,
reimagined extravaganza launching at
the House of Blues in Dallas, Texas on
Tuesday, May 10, 2022.
For more information visit
www.dragfans.com.

THE PAVILION
WRITTEN BY CRAIG WRIGHT
APRIL 30 – JUNE 5, 2022 AT
THE DEN THEATRE

The Artistic Home presents Craig
Wright’s drama The Pavilion, directed
by ensemble member Julian Hester*,
playing April 30 – June 5, 2022 at The
Den Theatre’s Upstairs Mainstage,
1331 N. Milwaukee Ave. in Chicago’s
Wicker Park neighborhood.
Peter and Kari haven’t seen each
other in decades – since they were
high school sweethearts. Tonight is
their reunion, and they are suddenly
thrust back together under a canopy
of stars, but closer to the center of the
universe than they realize. The laws of
time and space were broken in their
youth, and they only have one night to
set things right.
Comments director Julian Hester,
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“Craig Wright’s play drew me in over
the pandemic – a time when all of us
were kept from one another, and life
felt at a standstill, not knowing when
we could connect again. As we come
back together to rediscover theater,
this story is of people who haven’t
seen each other for 20 years – and
asks if they can reconnect at all, even
if it means restarting their universe."
Tickets are currently available at
thedentheatre.com or by calling (773)
697-3830.

Northwestern's
Imagine U forms theater
partnership with Evanston/
Skokie District 65

Northwestern University is
launching a unique community-based
theater arts partnership with Evanston/
Skokie School District 65 and Imagine
U, the nationally recognized producer
of theater for young audiences at The
Virginia Wadsworth Wirtz Center for
the Performing Arts. The partnership,
Learn and Imagine Together Through
Theater (LITTT), begins in the
2022-2023 academic year.
LITTT is a co-created community
partnership developed by
Northwestern and District 65, which is
coordinated through the Office of
Neighborhood and Community
Relations. It is the University’s newest
social impact partnership. Dave Davis,
executive director of Neighborhood
and Community Relations, said the
program is designed to make live
theater more accessible to hundreds
of young people.
“The creative power of the arts
crosses all cultural barriers, reminding
us of our shared human heritage,”
Davis said. “Co-created community
partnerships such as LITTT can serve
as a catalyst for advancing racial
equity by exposing young people to
artists who look like them and
providing them an opportunity to see
themselves in a way they never
imagined.”
Lynn Kelso, founder of Imagine U
and assistant professor of instruction
in Northwestern’s theatre
department, agrees that theater can
be a powerful experiencefor young
audiences. Kelso said Northwestern
students will also benefit from the
LITTT partnership.
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GRAB A CAR

GRAB A HAIRCUT

AVIS/BUDGET
(Car, Mini Van & SUV Rentals)
773-528-6400 - 3721 N. Broadway

GRAB A CART
BEATNIX • 773-281-3214
3400 N. Halsted

CHICAGO MALE SALON
773-281-6005 • 3418 N. Halsted
FLASHES HAIR DESIGN
773-472-3355 • 3740 N. Broadway
GREAT HEAD SALON
773-525-6123 • 612 W. Belmont
SLADES BARBER SHOP
773-880-9858 • 3314 N. Halsted

GRAB HELP
LESBIAN COMMUNITY CANCER
PROJECT (LCCP) 773-561-4662
OAK PARK AREA LESBIAN AND
GAY ASSOCIATION • Oak Park, IL
708-557-3003
PARENTS, FAMILIES & FRIENDS
OF GAYS & LESBIANS (PFLAG) 630-415-0622
PRIDE CHICAGO (Pride Parade
Organizers) - 773-348-8243

PLEASURE CHEST •
3023 N. Broadway - 773-880-9280

GRAB HELP
UNABRIDGED BOOKSTORE •
3251 N. Broadway - 773-883-9119

AIDS FOUNDATION 200 W. Monroe #1150 - 312-922-2322

GRAB CLOTHES
BROWN ELEPHANT - SHOPS •

Andersonville - 5404 N. Clark
773-271-9382
Lakeview - 3020 N. Lincoln Ave
773-549-5943
Oak Park - 217 Harrison Street
708-445-0612

RAINBOW SASH MOVEMENT
JMurray@RCN.COM

AIDS HOTLINE (ILLINOIS) 800-AID-AIDS (800-243-2437)

RECOVERY CENTERS OF
AMERICA • 331-234-5598
St. Charles, IL

ANDERSONVILLE CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE - 773-728-2995

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
3857 N. Kostner - 773-725-9026

ASIANS/FRIENDS OF CHICAGO 312-409-1573

TEST POSITIVE AWARE
NETWORK (TPAN) •
5537 N. Broadway - 773-989-9400

BROADWAY YOUTH CENTER 773-388-1600
CENTER ON HALSTED
3653 N. Halsted - 773-472-6469

UNITY LUTHERN CHICAGO
1212 W. Balmoral - 773-878-4747

CRAM FASHION • 773-477-1737
3331 N. Broadway

CHICAGO ANTI-BASHING
NETWORK - 888-471-0874

EGOIST • 773-857-0882
3739 N. Halsted

CHICAGO COMMISSION ON
HUMAN RELATIONS 312-744-4111

ROBERT LEYSHON - 312-782-2308
Attorney at Law, Personal Injury

FK - FULL KIT GEAR •
773-657-8000 - 5021 N. Clark

CHICAGO HOUSE
2229 S. Michigan Ave - 773-248-5200

LEATHER 6410 •
773-508-0900 - 6410 N. Clark
MEN’S ROOM •
773-857-0907 - 3420 N. Halsted

CHICAGO WOMEN’S AIDS
PROJECTNorth Office: 6363 N. Broadway 773-262-5566
South Office: 2317 E 71st St.
773-955-8709

ROGER V. MCCAFFREY-BOSS
312-263-8800 - 33 N. Dearborn
Street #800

GRAB A DOCTOR
ADAM J COHEN, MD
PLASTIC SURGERY & MEDISPA
847-834-0390 • 2845 N. Sheridan #903
HOWARD BROWN HEALTH
CENTER - 773-388-1600
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GRAB A VIDEO

DIGNITY CHICAGO -312-458-9438
EDGE ALLIANCE - 773-935-4663
EQUALITY ILLINOIS 773-477-7173

To Place an ad in GRAB
Magazine contact us today
at 773-707-2660

HOWARD BROWN HEALTH
CENTER - 773-388-1600

MK CHIROPRACTIC
DR DONALD MASON 312-291-8277 711 W. North Ave Suite 201

CHESTNUT ORGANIZING &
CLEANING SERVICE 312-332-5575

BANANA VIDEO - 773-561-8322
4923 N. Clark

GLSEN - 312-409-1835
HEARTLAND ALLIANCE
773-907-0367

MAN UP MEDICAL
773-305-3300 • 916 W. Belmont
www.ManUpMedical.com

GRAB A MOP

CONGREGATION Or CHADASH 773-271-2148

GL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 773-303-0167

TOM KLARQUIST, M.D.
AMG PROGRESSIVE MEDICAL
GROUP • 773-296-5090
3000 N. Halsted #509

NORTHSTAR HEALTHCARE
773-296-2400 - 2835 N. Sheffield

CITY OF CHICAGO DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE HOTLINE 877-863-6338

GRAB A LAWYER

HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN 312-252-0012
LAKEVIEW EAST CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE - 773-348-8608
LAMBA LEGAL - 312-663-4413
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GRAB A DRINK

GRAB A DRINK

14 2 Bears Tavern Uptown
16
5
6
26
15
24
20
27
49
67
51
3
10
31
8
68
71
44
48
70

773-672-4900 • 1140 W. WilsonAve
@MOSPHERE • 773-784-1100
5355 N. Clark
2ND STORY BAR • 312-923-9536
157 E. Ohio
BATON SHOW LOUNGE
312-644-5269 • 4713 N. Broadway
BERLIN • 773-348-4975
954 W. Belmont
BIG CHICKS • 773-728-5511
5024 N. Sheridan
BOBBY LOVES • 773-525-1200
3729 N. Halsted
CELL BLOCK • 773-665-8064
3702 N. Halsted
CHARLIES • 773-871-8887
3726 N. Broadway
CLOSET • 773-477-8533
3325 N. Broadway
ELIXIR ANDERSONVILLE
773-975-9244 1509 W. Balmoral
ELIXIR LOUNGE 773-975-9244
3452 N. Halsted
FANTASY NIGHTCLUB
773-325-2233 • 3641 N. Halsted
GRANVILLE ANVIL
773-973-0006 • 1137 W. Granville
HYDRATE • 773-975-9244
3458 N. Halsted
JACKHAMMER • 773-743-5772
6406 N. Clark
JEFFERY PUB • 773-363-8555
7041 S. Jeffery Blvd
LIPS • 312-815-2662
2229 S. Michigan Ave
LUCKY HORSESHOE
773-404-3169 • 3169 N. Halsted
MARTYS MARTINI BAR •
773-561-6425 • 1511 W Balmoral
MEETING HOUSE TAVERN •
773-696-4211 • 5025 N. Clark

TAP •
1 RAVENSWOOD
773-528-3253 • 1829 W. Montrose)

67 REPLAY • 773-654-1369

3358 N. Clark (Andersonville)

35 REPLAY • 773-975-9244

3439 N. Halsted (Lakeview)

PARK SOCIAL
58 ROGERS
6920 N. Glenwood
ROSCOES • 773-281-3355

34 3356 N. Halsted
34
48
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38 SCARLET • 773-348-1053

3320 N. Halsted
•
63 PROGRESS
773-697-9268 • 3359 N. Halsted

39
69
12
23
52
7

SIDETRACK • 773-477-9189
3349 N. Halsted
SPLASH • 773-904-7338
3339 N. Halsted
THE CALL • 773-334-2525
1547 W. Bryn Mawr
THE NORTH END •
773-477-7999 • 3733 N. Halsted
The SOFO Tap • 773-784-7636
4923 N. Clark
TOUCHE • 773-465-7400
6412 N. Clark

GRAB A BITE

GRAB A TOWEL
53 BANANA VIDEO 773-561-8322
4923 N. Clark
STEAMWORKS BATHHOUSE

40 773-929-6080 • 3246 N. Halsted

SUBURBAN BARS
CLUB KRAVE •
13126 Western Ave
708-597-8379 (Blue Island, IL)
DICKS RU CRAZEE •
1221 E. 150TH ST
219-852-0222 (Hammond, IN)
MANEUVERS •
118 E. Jefferson St.
815-727-7069 (Joliet, IL)

THE OFFICE •
ON HALSTED •
2 DREW’S
513 E. State Street
773-244-9191
815-965-0344 (Rockford, IL)
3201 N. Halsted
21 F.O’MAHONY’S • 773-549-0226 To Place your BAR in this section
3701 N. Broadway
of GRAB Magazine Call Today
KIT KAT LOUNGE & SUPPER 773-707-2660
22 CLUB • 773-525-1111
3700 N. Halsted
Open Daily 5:30pm-2am
32 LARK • 773-799-8968
3441 N. Halsted
PICK UP GRAB IN
OTHER CITIES
RED ROVER CAFE/CONN'S
61 CATERING • 773-262-0414
CALIFORNIA
1535 W. Devon Ave
Street Bar - 760-320-1266
ANDERSONVILLE
224 E. Arenas Road, Palm Springs
67 REPLAY
773-654-1369 • 5358 N. Clark
INDIANA
WOOD • 773-935-9663
Gregs Indy- 317-638-8138
43 3335 N. Halsted
231 E. 16th St, Indianapolis (Bar)
To Place an ad in GRAB
The Club Indianapolis-317-635-5796
Magazine contact us today
620 N. Capitol Ave (Bathhouse)
at 773-707-2660
MICHIGAN
Dunes Resort - 269-857-1401
333 Blue Star Highway, Douglas
FIVE 15 - 248-515-2551
515 S. Washington, Royal Oak (Bar)
CENTER
ON
HALSTED
MISSOURI (ST LOUIS)
25 3656 N Halsted • 773-472-6469
Club St. Louis - 314-533-3666
GERBER/HART LIBRARY
2625 Samuel Shepard Dr (Bathhouse)
11 AND ARCHIVES •
Rehab Bar & Grill - 314-652-3700
6500 N. Clark 773-381-8030
4054 Choteau Ave (Bar)
LEATHER
ARCHIVES
&
9 MUSEUM • 6418 N. Greenview OHIO
773-761-9200
The Club Columbus- 614-291-0049
795 West 5th Avenue (Bathhouse)
WASHINGTON DC
DIK Bar - 202-328-0100
1637 17th Street NW
BEST WESTERN PLUS
Annie’s Paramount Steakhouse 33 HAWTHORNE 773-244-3434
202-232-0395 1609 17th Street NW
3434 N Broadway St

CULTURE

GRAB SLEEP
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GRAB CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

GRAB AN APP
TAPWorkoutPlanner Build
workout routines with a list of
exercises for each day of the week.
Track your executed sets with the
weight and number of reps
completed.Graph Load vs Time for
individual exercises to see your
progress.
(Android only, not available for
iPhones)

CLEANING SERVICES
CHESTNUT ORGANIZING &
CLEANING SERVICE 312-332-5575. We are a home and
office house cleaning service. But
more importantly, we are also an
organizing/cleaning service for
people who need that service
because of their depression, chronic
or long term illness or disabilities,
the elderly, the deceased and much
more. We are never judgemental;
we’ve already seen and done worse
than your home currently is. For
more information about us, see us:
www.ChestnutCleaning.com
or please call 312-332-5575. With
your help, we can help you.

MALE DANCERS WANTED;
The Lucky Horseshoe Lounge
3169 N. Halsted. Open Auditions
every Tuesday at 7pm. 21+ I.D.

GRAB A REALTOR
MARK ZIPPERER, RE/MAX
3401 N Broadway
773.612.6628
mark@markzipperer.com
www.cmachicago.org

RECOVERY
STRUGGLING WITH
CRYSTAL METH? We can

help. Crystal Meth Anonymous
(CMA) Chicago.
info@cmachicago.org
312-600-5590

GRAB A MAN
MY NAME IS ISMAIL I
am attractive sexy well hung gay
man and have a hot hairy body.
I am looking for a sexy muscular
guy for discreet hot oral fun
times, who can host. I am 58 yo,
5’5”, 150lbs. If you have a place
and want to have a real hot oral
fun sometime in the evening
Call 773-808-9783 and leave a
message I am HIV Negative
and Covid vaccinated negative
as well. Looking for a sexy white
or latino guy only.

Place your Classified
ad on this page for as
little as $15
per Issue!Email us Today!

GrabStacy@gmail.com or Call 773-707-2660

The next Issue of GRAB will be
on the streets and online
Tuesday, May 10th.
Reserve Space Today!
Contact us for great rates.
773-707-2660 or GrabStacy@gmail.com
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