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Miners miracle: an interview with 
Daniel Burton of Early Day Miners
By Gregg Shapiro

As musical genres go, slowcore (or 
sadcore, if you please) had its share of 
devotees and detractors. On Early Day 
Miners’ 2000 debut album Placer 
Found (Secretly Canadian), newly 
reissued, remixed and remastered for 
vinyl in an expanded 20th anniversary 
double LP set including more than 15 
minutes of previously unreleased 
material, the band took its rightful place 
alongside its musical contemporaries. 
But Placer Found also featured ambient 
and cinematic Brian Eno-esque 
soundscapes that set it apart from the 
rest. Something else that set Early Day 
Miners apart was having gay front-man 
Daniel Burton. Burton, who now lives in 
New Orleans with his longtime partner, 
was kind enough to answer a few 
questions in late April 2020.

Gregg Shapiro: Dan, for the 
uninitiated, please say something 
about the genesis of the band’s 
name, Early Day Miners. 
Dan Burton: Way back in 1997, I 
worked in Yellowstone National Park for 

a summer. There was an interesting 
mining town called Silver Gate on the 
northwest corridor entrance to 
Yellowstone Park, between the 
Beartooth Mountain Pass and another 
mountain pass, and it gets snowed-in 
six months out of the year. I fell in love 
with this idea of this place that gets 
isolated every year for half a year and 
has a population of maybe 200 people. 
They had a tourism brochure that they 
created, and it said “Early Day Miners” 
on the front, and it had a picture of 
these sexy-looking miners on it. I 
thought, “That would be a cool album 
cover. That would be a cool band 
name.” Friends agreed and that’s kind 
of how it came about [laughs].

GS: At the beginning of band’s 
tenure, Early Day Miners was 
associated with the slowcore/
sadcore scene. Can you please say 
something about that affiliation and 
what meaning it has to you?
DB: As an undergrad at Indiana 
University, I was in a band called Ativin, 

which was just two guitars and drums, 
very minimalist. We were influenced by 
a lot of stuff that we saw growing up in 
Louisville. That band broke up and the 
drummer in Early Day Miners and I 
were becoming more interested in 
conventional song form but also 
exploding that out. Keeping it minimal; 
but exploring an idea of space and 
sense of place. Making music that isn’t 
necessarily for movies but is inspired 
by film soundtracks. It was a concept 
and fun. It was exciting to play it live. 
We were kind of a divisive band live, so 
it was interesting to see half the place 
leave and the other half come up to the 
stage [laughs]. That was in 1999/2000 
and in this day and age, there are so 
many bands that are pushing the 
envelope; The War on Drugs and 
Mogwai. It’s been going on for 20+ 
years now where you can have fun with 
song form and it doesn’t matter. Have 
10-minute songs like LCD 
Soundsystem; which is fantastic. It 
wasn’t like we were reinventing the 
wheel, but it’s nice to go back 20 years
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and listen to Placer Found. There’s a 
certain naivete to it that I gravitate to. 
We never expected it to do anything. 
We recorded it at home by ourselves 
and sent it to my friend in Austin who 
put it out on a small label there, 
Western Vinyl. It got this kind of cult 
following and we were able to tour for it 
and put out seven more albums after.

GS: As you referenced, Placer Found, 
which has been given a vinyl reissue 
on Secretly Canadian, was released 
20 years ago. Where did the time go, 
Dan?
DB: Oh, my God! No kidding. It’s such 
a great point. We put out records for 10 
years after that. Had some great tours 
in Europe and a lot of success with it. 
Then I came out of the closet, had a 
baby at that exact time, and a full 
nervous breakdown. Ultimately, it was a 
wonderful thing that it all happened the 
way it did. I’m very close with my ex. 
Kind of a Modern Family thing, which is 
unexpected. I went to school for 
landscape architecture and now I’m a 
practicing landscape architect in New 
Orleans. Also, now that I work for 
myself, that enabled me to jump back 
in (to music). That’s what I’ve been 
doing recently. We just put out an EP in 
Spain last year. Now we have this 
reissue and we’re currently working on 

a full-length (album). 
It’s great; I get to do 
both things now.

GS: When you look 
back on the album, 
what are you 
proudest of and what 
would you have done 
differently?
DB: That’s an 
awesome question! 
Part of the (reason for) 
the reissue of the 
album was that I 
wasn’t pleased with 
the mixing or the 
mastering of the 
original record because 
we had zero cash and 
zero access to 
technology. It was a 
great opportunity to 
revisit the tracks which I 
found in my mom’s basement and was 
able to extract from digital audiotape. 
Which was incredible because after the 
20 year-mark they completely 
deteriorate, if not before. That was a 
stroke of luck. I guess what I’ve 
enjoyed with progressing as a musician 
is bringing in melody and harmony. It 
wasn’t that we were afraid to sing. The 
singing is very sparse and minimalist, 

and that was intentional. That was 
inspired by the For Carnation and Mark 
Hollis. I’ve really enjoyed embracing 
melody and being upfront about the 
vocal matter. That’s part of coming out 
throughout my life, not just sexually, but 
broadening my horizons mentally, not 
to hide behind a wall of shoegaze 
guitar. To sing about what is important 
and what is in front of us right now.

Photo By John Lavin
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GS: It’s interesting that you 
referenced the late Mark Hollis 
because you can definitely hear the 
influence of his band Talk Talk, 
especially their later work, on Early 
Day Miners.
DB: Wow, well that’s a huge 
compliment. It’s something that we 
had just found that year and we were 
like, “Oh, my God!” I’ll probably put it 
on tonight, now that you mentioned it.

GS: I particularly like the 
instrumental “In These Hills” which 
sounds very Enoesque to me. 
Where does Brian Eno fall on your 
list of influences?
DB: He’s right up there. The first 
substantial record I bought was (U2’s) 
The Joshua Tree (co-produced by 
Brian Eno). I got my subscription to 
Rolling Stone and delved into reading 
about this producer, Brian Eno, as well 
as Daniel Lanois. Later in my life I 
ended up doing an internship with 
Lanois for a few months. It was an 
awesome, peculiar, cool time. It was at 
Teatro, this closed-up Spanish porn 
theater in Oxnard, California that he 
had converted into a recording studio. 
Yes, (both are) huge influences, 
especially Lanois.

GS: Are there specific Early Day 

Miner songs where you think your 
identity as a gay man came across, 
either subtly or overtly?
DB: Yes. It was subtle. It was never 
super intentional within the later 
albums, The Treatment and Night 
People. I’ve always had a disinterest in 
being overtly political or overt [laughs], 
in general, lyrically. As I said earlier, 
that’s somewhat changed now. I like 
leaving lyrical form where a listener can 
extract something from it and make 

their own meaning. It’s something I love 
that artists do. But it’s inevitable that 
pop music itself is innately sexual and it 
became fun. With Night People, at that 
point the band had become a new 
band, and I was the only original 
member. These guys were into 
everything from Scissor Sisters to the 
Rolling Stones; just being glam. Watch 
videos of us from The Treatment, and 
it’s certainly not Scissor Sisters, but for 
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us, picking up a shaker or tambourine 
was like, whoa [laughs]! We’re not naïve 
to it completely. All the Eno stuff from 
the seventies, and Roxy Music and Lou 
Reed and David Bowie; that’s stuff I’ve 
had since middle school.

GS: Were you out at the time of the 
formation of Early Day Miners or did 
that occur later?
DB: I came out in 2008, just after our 
Offshore album came out. It’s while we 
were writing The Treatment. (The band) 
was totally supportive and pretty much 
unfazed, other than the fact that I was 
married and had a kid. That was more 
what the questions were about. “How 
is that going? How is your ex-wife? 
How is your daughter?” Fortunately, 

she had just been born, so she’s never 
known anything different either way. 
I’ve got friends from every kind of 
background now. As you get older, as 
we can all attest, nothing’s shocking 
[laughs]. It was such a relief, as anyone 
would say.

GS: You have been with your partner 
for more than 10 years and you 
currently reside in New Orleans. 
What are the pros and cons of being 
a coupled out gay man in NOLA?
DB: I would say mostly all pros. It’s 
such an accepting city. The LGBTQI 
scene here is completely creative. 
Whenever I go to other cities that are 
famous for being gay, San Francisco or 
something, I realize how special New 

Orleans is. It’s very vanguard at the 
moment, very creative. There is this 
kind of absurdist culture here that has 
always had a root in the city but has 
really been exploded up until the 
pandemic that I fully expect to return.

GS: Is there a Dan Burton solo album 
in the works?
DB: Oh, wow! I’ve never really felt the 
need to do it. I’ve pretty much used 
Early Day Miners as a moniker to 
perform under. Early Day Miners could 
put out a country album or an electro/
techno album or it could just be very 
spare acoustic. You have to explore 
different genres. I could never put out 
the same record twice, wouldn’t want 
to.
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Tori Amos Meets the Muses in Quarantine
Musician talks new book Resistance, bad days and 
wearing your big boy boots
By Chris Azzopardi

      In her second book, Resistance: A 
Songwriter’s Story of Hope, Change, 
and Courage, flaming piano queen Tori 
Amos shares her personal stories 
against a world-in-crisis backdrop and 
discusses how they’ve shaped songs 
from her three-decade career. She 
ruminates on personal and collective 
grief and traces her social and political 
activism as an outspoken LGBTQ 
activist, feminist and democrat back to 
Washington D.C. There, as a teenager, 
with a seat on the stage of a seedy 
political underworld, Amos played for 
immoral, powerful political officials; 
these men, she writes, were “laying the 
groundwork for a compromised future.” 

Recently, I spoke with Amos on the 
phone from her home in Cornwall, 
England, where she is quarantining with 
her producer-husband, Mark Hawley, 
and their daughter, Tash. On this 

afternoon, Amos was comforting and 
jovial as she talked about bad days, 
how the Muses (capital M, in Tori’s 
world) showed up one recent morning, 
where she falls on the Winnie the Pooh 
pantheon, and the healing power of 
licorice.   

Chris Azzopardi: Tori, I had a bad day 
yesterday and, to be honest, I didn’t 
think I was in the right headspace to 
do this interview. That feeling 
brought me to a part of ‘Resistance’, 
when you write, “I have looked up 
and out desperately talking to 
anyone saying, Help, please help – I 
am not prepared for what is in front 
of me.” So, I put on my big boy boots 
today; you taught me how to do that. 
Tori Amos: I’m so proud of you. It’s not 
easy for anybody. And yeah, I think 
everybody, Chris, in different ways 

because of different circumstances are 
being challenged. 

CA: How are you being challenged? 
TA: The unknowns. There are so many 
unknowns. One of the main things I’ve 
been doing since I can remember is 
playing live for people, whether that 
was as a little girl at church, then 
weddings and funerals, and then 
turning pro at 13. 

First, gosh, and you know this 
story: first place that gave me a 
professional chance, a venue, was a 
gay bar (Mr. Henry’s in D.C.). And then 
from then on playing all kinds of 
different establishments. So not being 
able to play live with that kind of 
connection and collaboration with an 
audience has been a bit of a grief 
process, just knowing that that’s off the 
table for a while.

GRAB TORI
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CA: What you create thrives on 
having those in-person 
interactions and hearing people’s 
stories. When that doesn’t exist, 
where do you go?
TA: Well, that’s a good question. I’ve 
compiled a lot of emotions from this 
experience, and hearing from people.  
People have been sending me 
questions with all the virtual sessions 
we’ve been doing. We’ve done about 
six virtuals, I think; my brain’s hazy. 
But a lot of questions have come in. 
And people’s state of mind has really  
shown me the depth of this 
cataclysm and how people are being  
shaken to their core either 
emotionally, mentally or spiritually. 
And some people have physical 
issues that have really opened my 
eyes. I heard from somebody who 
doesn’t have antibodies, or I heard 
from somebody that they have real 
concerns of leaving their apartment. 
There’s so many different ways 
people are feeling overwhelmed. 

CA: I get the impression the 
energy of the album you’re 
working on has shifted from the 
time you wrote the book. Where is 
the energy for this work currently? 
TA: The energy is whatever was true 
before the pandemic because it was 
talking about events that had 
happened and that were real whether 
that was someone’s personal 
experience or an observation about 
the corruption and our loss of 
democracy, and having a fragile 
democracy. And it’s been shaken. 
Really shaken. And those foundations, 
some are being gutted from the inside 
out, as we know. So that material can 
still resonate. 

But there are other elements that 
have to get woven in because, like you 
said, you’re wrestling with having bad 
days. Everybody is. And these are the 
kinds of bad days that have to be 
addressed in the music and what takes 
people to a bad day, and then 
addressing those things. And with other 
songs it’s about how to help bring 
somebody out of that. 

CA: So it seems there’s a healing 
element you’re exploring in the 
music.
TA: Yeah. Some of the songs are on 
their knees with you, and then others 
are, “Come on then. OK. (Laughs.) You 
guys are doing your job. You ladies are 
doing your job really well, sitting there 
in the mud. In the tears. With the cuts. 
And the glass. (Laughs.) The _broken_ 
glass. The margaritas. And now there’s 
no more of that tequila, honey. And 

your shoes are muddy. And your heels, 
broken. And I’ve got no party dress in 
my bag for you. Here’s a Mac. And I 
don’t mean a computer. I mean a little 
raincoat. And I don’t have Welly boots 
for you. No galoshes. So you’re gonna 
have to walk barefoot, sister.” 

CA: And you’ve just written a song. 
That ‘is’ a Tori song.
TA: (Laughs.) It might come to that, 
Chris! And it might be called “Chris’s 
Crap Day.”

CA: I’ve been thinking about grief as 
it applies to our various experiences 
with this pandemic. What have you 
learned from your experience with 
grief, both personal and beyond, that 
could serve anyone and everyone 
facing grief in letting go of normalcy?
TA: I have to thank (my mother) Mary 
for taking me through it because I went 
to a really dark place when she died in 
May of last year. It didn’t settle in until 
two weeks later when I was there with 
Tash and we were back in Florida on 
our own, and then it just took me to a 

place where I think people are going 
right now. 

Having been there recently, it’s 
been a long haul out of it. I just came 
out of it around the new year, and then 
this happening and being thrown back 
into something we never experienced. 
We won’t be the same, and we can’t go 
back to where we were, Chris. It’s not 
back. We have to move forward. And 
we will see each other again. But not 
for a while, not in the way that we might 
have hoped it would be sooner. 

So knowing that, there is a place 
for grieving. I think it’s the right answer 
because by doing that then we realize 
that something bigger is happening to 
all of us. A change to our world. We 
have to remember that with 9/11 a lot 
changed. War. All kinds of things. There 
were cities intact; there were other 
places that were physically decimated 
and the infrastructure had to be rebuilt. 
And this is the whole globe. There’s no 
place for us to go. We can’t hop onto 
Mars and the station there. That doesn’t 
exist.

Photo By Paulina Otylie Surys
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CA: One recent morning I was really 
missing my mother; we’re social 
distancing right now. So I sent your 
song “Promise” to her, which you 
sing with Tash. She called me 
because she was so moved by the 
song and the purpose it was serving 
on that particular day. It brought us 
closer in that moment. It made me 
think of what you write about “Girl” 
in the book and how that song bent 
to the times in 2017 because it, you 
write, “understood that America was 
under attack.” Are there songs that 
you are aware of in your catalog that 
are currently experiencing a shift? 
TA: I’m waiting to hear that one. It’s 
happening right now, so I think there’s a 
little delay in me getting that info from 
the gang. But yeah, I’ll be curious to 
know what that is.

CA: In the book, you talk about 
“Reindeer King” from your last 
album, ‘Native Invader’, and how it 
was, in part, written with your 
mother Mary in mind. For me, now, I 
hear it as a message to my mind to 
get back where it was before the 
pandemic. 
TA: That’s fair enough. And yeah, 
“Reindeer King” was many, many years 
in the making. It started as tiny 
fragments in 2006 for the Doll Posse 
rebellion (laughs) in a song called 
“Crystalline” and then it morphed and 
moved and was kind of just dormant. 
Dormant until it wasn’t anymore. And 
there was a moment of Tash evolving 
and finding her voice, and Mary losing 
hers. And it was that paradox, that 
tension of the opposites that just shot 
me from either side, like an arrow made 
of light. So it didn’t wound me, but it 
kind of took me to the reindeer king. 

CA: There’s a photo of you in the 
book giving side eye and the caption 
is, simply, “Side eye.” But there’s no 
context, Tori! Do you have context for 
that pic, and what is it? I mean, 
personally, I’d like to think the side 
eye is in response to every man who 
has ever stood in your way.
TA: (Laughs.) No. It’s not 
confrontational. It’s fun! Somebody who 
I know really well was compiling these 
photos with me and we were laughing 
our heads off. It’s not a meanie, you 
know? It’s not an indignation, or a 
confrontation.

CA: No shade, no tea? 
TA: No shade! It’s, “You thought you 
were hot and so did I.” (Laughs.)

CA: What do you do as a creative 
person when your mind can’t hold
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space for anything but taking care of 
yourself? 
TA: Go eat some licorice. (Laughs.)

CA: And that cures you? 
TA: (Laughs.) Well, you know, it might 
be licorice. It might be popcorn. As 
everybody knows: microwave popcorn 
with some pepper. And then life can 
maybe just get a little bit better. But 
then, look, there’s some days it’s gonna 
be useless. Then I go research and I get 
my notes down. I try to read something,  
whether I’m looking at an art book or a 
book of photographs. Drawings, 
paintings. If I’m reading, researching 
about something. 

It could be anything. Tash comes in 
and tells me about some documentary 
she’s watching about how they’re 
building environmentally friendly houses 
somewhere and she says you have to 
check this out. (Laughs.) Then you kind 
of go, “OK. So that took me out of, 
‘There’s no live music, kind of my 
Eeyore (mood).’” And I’m traditionally 
not an Eeyore. If we’re on the Winnie 
the Pooh pantheon, Chris, I don’t know 
who you are, but I’m not Eeyore, 
normally. 

CA: I’m a Piglet.
TA: You’re Piglet? I love Piglet! 

CA: Who are you? 
TA: Tash thinks I’m a hybrid of 
Owl and Roo. She thinks I’m 
Roo when I get into my jumpy-
jumpy side. 

CA: You seem a little Roo-
like right now, actually. I 
can’t see you, but I can feel 
your Roo energy. It’s making 
me very happy, I will say.
TA: Today was a good 
morning. That’s because the 
Bösendorfer that I tour with 
has not been well. I can’t 
describe why; it’ll take too 
long. But just trust me: She 
needed some help. She had to 
wait until she was allowed to 
get the help she needed by the 
tuner; that’s been social 
distancing and going to the 
studio and then the touring 
piano is in the back … not a 
storage place, it’s got books. 
It’s a nice storage. It’s a little 
library kind of place. I wouldn’t 
call it storage, but it is where it 
is stored, OK? So it’s in a little 
room, and it got fixed. It got 
helped. It was like the piano 
hospital back in the back. 

And so I got up before the sun was 
up, really early, and I raced out. I just 

put on some trainers and raced out into 
this space on my own and started 
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playing. I was playing 
something I’ve been 
working on for a little 
while for the new 
record, and then after a 
half hour this thing 
started to come 
through. And it’s called 
… hold on. I couldn’t 
hum it to you if my life 
depended on it. I just 
called it something. I 
think I called it 
“Bluebell Forest.” But 
the mist was coming in, 
and the sun was 
coming up. I saw 
rabbits in the distance. 
It was barely sunrise, 
and it was foggy. But 
not cold, you know? 
We’re in Cornwall in 
farm country. And I 
looked out the window 
and it was just a 
moment when this 
music was coming and 
I wasn’t writing it. That 
doesn’t happen all the 
time, but it was 
happening this 
morning. It was just 
one of those things 
where I thought, “Yeah. 
The Muses. They’re still 
there.” 

CA: Tori, thanks for 
this. You are one of 
the threads 
connecting me to 
home and the 
feelings of home and 
the people who 
remind me of home. I 
wish you and your 
family well.
TA: I wish you and your 
mom and everybody 
well. And guess what? 
I’m gonna see you 
when we’re out again. 
And God knows, it 
might be a year; it 
might be a little longer 
than a year. It might. 
But it won’t be endless, 
you know? When we 
can, we’ll be out there. 

And listen: Thank 
you, Chris, for putting 
those big boy boots on 
because I so enjoyed 
this. And I’m gonna tell 
Tash that your mom called you about 
“Promise”; that’ll give her a real twinkle.

As editor of Q Syndicate, the 
LGBTQ wire service, Chris Azzopardi 
has interviewed a multitude of 
superstars, including Cher, Meryl 
Streep, Mariah Carey and Beyoncé. His 

work has also appeared in The New 
York Times, Vanity Fair, GQ and 
Billboard. Reach him via Twitter 
@chrisazzopardi.
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      We have finally made it; it is 
officially Pride Month! It’s the time of 
year that everyone under the LGBTQ+ 
umbrella can let loose a little bit and 
celebrate the decades of 
accomplishments for our equal rights. 
Given, this year is a little different during  
the COVID-19 quarantine and many 
events have been cancelled or 
rescheduled. No need to fret though as 
I have five recommendations of things 
to do during quarantine.
      Although we are finally in phase 
three of our five phase reopening plan 
for the City of Chicago, there is still 
plenty to do! I for one like to keep up 
with current events in the area and am 
always looking for new ways to see 
what locals are up to. One new source 
for this is something called MTM 
Chicago created by Chicago local Bill 
Gubrud. It is a website dedicated to the 
LGBT community in the city, the State 
of Illinois, and the surrounding region. It 
will be focusing on nightlife, dining, arts 
and entertainment, sports, mental and 
physical health, fitness, travel, fashion, 
retail and non-profit work. It helps uplift 
local businesses but also getting the 
community to know about people 
behind those businesses. Some notable 
things to mention are that MTM 
Chicago currently promotes and 

organizes “Out at Wrigley” as 
well as 
promoted the Blackhawks first 
official Pride Night in 2019. The 
site can be visited 
at mtmchicago.com for more 
info.
      Other than keeping your 
mind busy, another thing that is 
important is your physical 
health. Most gyms currently 
aren’t open so what can I do? 
Consider doing Zoom classes; 
they are a great way to improve your 
health and fitness. Personal trainer 
Jaime Vargas offers classes that range 
from Barre to Bootcamps to HIIT 
classes. Afternoon classes are about 45 
minutes in length while night classes 
are typically an hour long. No weights 
or equipment is necessary and can be 
done with friends. Want to try a class 
out and learn more details? Jaime can 
be reached at  
jaivargas1284@gmail.com or you can 
follow him on Instagram at Jaimev84. 
From personal experience, I can 
certainly attest that Jaime will provide a 
comprehensive and effective workout.
      Feeling a little more daring and want 
to crawl out of the hole of your 
apartment? The June weather has 
finally arrived so you can you can do 
just that. Phase three is the “cautiously 
reopen” phase where select businesses 

are allowed to reopen with limited 
capacity and sanitation guidelines. 
Gatherings of 10 people or less are 
permitted which is welcomed. Outdoor 
dining is once again available so make 
sure you call your local restaurants, 
make a reservation, and bring a 
facemask.
      In addition to going out and 
enjoying some outdoor dining, there is 
going out just for a walk. Sometimes I 
don’t feel like being social or have my 
phone glued to my face. In those times,  
I just want to take a walk around the 
neighborhood to get a breath of fresh 
air and clear my head. I think we have 
all been there at some point, especially 
during these times. Walking at least a 
half hour a day has certainly helped 
when it comes to my mental health in 
addition to getting a little sunlight. 
Stretching out my legs and arms 
certainly feels good too. Making sure to 

adequately hydrate with 
enough water, all of these 
things to your daily ritual 
will put you in a better 
headspace and make 
quarantine more bearable.
      Last, but certainly not 
least, is that it is Pride 
Month! Pride Month is a 
symbol for a lot of things in 
the LGBTQ+ community 
about the struggles that we 
face and how we got where 
we are today. Given the 
circumstances of a global 
pandemic, we can’t exactly 
celebrate how we are used 
to with going out, partying, 
enjoying gay events, 
parades, etc. This year is a 
break from the fast lane so 
why don’t we use it? Why 
not learn more about the 
history and events of our 
community? Now is the 

PRIDE MONTH
By Dylan Seitz
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best time for us to take a step back and 
educate ourselves about the people 
who came before us and who paved 
the way for the rights we enjoy. I have 
taken the time to learn more of the 
Stonewall Riots that began on June 28, 
1969 when a woman named Marsha P. 
Johnson threw the first brick at police 
during a raid. This incredible and brave 
soul was a trans woman of color which, 
until recently, I didn’t know. I think that 
is absolutely incredible because that is 
so progressive for the time. Learning 
these details has inspired me to 
continue educating myself more and I 
encourage everyone else to do the 
same as you can find out some pretty 
cool things.
      All this being said, there is light at 
the end of the tunnel as we slowly 
return back to normalcy. I’ll highlight 
these points in a few quick sentences. 
Encourage yourself to look for new 
things. Keep up your physical health 
and be active. Responsibly, try 
supporting the local community. 
Relieve some stress by going out for a 
walk. Look into the hardships that our 
community has faced so you can 
understand more about Pride 
Month and all the walks of life that it 
represents. We know that these times 
are tough, but I believe we can all get 
through it together and with hope.

Personal trainer Jaime Vargas
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MasterBeater
DJ Nick Stracener 
Climbs the Dance 
Charts with his 
remix of Lindsay 
Lohan’s “Back To 
Me”
By Larry Olsen

      Nick Stracener was introduced to 
the dance floor at 18 when he went to 
his first rave in his hometown of 
Lindale, Texas. He was so fascinated by 
the sounds he heard, he moved to 
Dallas where he quickly ingratiated 
himself within the circuit community.  

“Circuit music is so powerful and 
liberating because it’s easy to dance to 
and live your fullest fantasy,” he 
explains. “There are so many different 
types of circuit music and it’s really 
fascinating how unique they all are.”

Nick’s unique sound is best 
described as a combination of 
indigenous rhythms with lots of sultry 
uplifting, female vocals.  To him, dance 
music is therapy and a way to escape 
life’s biggest hurdles.  It’s why he was 
particularly drawn to Lindsay Lohan’s 
“Back To Me,” a song about shutting 
out negative energy and rediscovering 
self. 

It is a relatable message to Nick 
whose popular social media channel 
often invites criticism.  He uses the 
platform to show off his bodily 
accomplishments, yes, but it is also a 
place for him to release heavy matters 
that are weighing on his mind.  We 
spoke with him from his Dallas home 
where he was quarantining with fiancé 
CX and their two pooches.

Larry Olsen: How have these months 
in quarantine been for you?
Nick Stracener:  I had just started 
making a name for myself in DJing and 
getting booked in cities all over the 
country when COVID hit. I’m also a 
flight attendant, so the pandemic has 
hit me hard.

LO: Have you used the time to work 
on more tracks?
NS: I sure have. I recently released an 
hour-long mix in honor of my friend 
Dave Bowman who passed away. I also 
have a remix or two in the works. 

GRAB DJ NICK

Photo By Jay Fuertez
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LO: The new Lindsay remix is 
spectacular.
NS: Thank you so much, I 
appreciate that!  I taught myself 
to produce and DJ from online 
training videos. 

LO: Wow!  Have you always 
been musical?  
NS: I was a band geek all the 
way through college.  In fact, I 
went to school on a saxophone 
scholarship.

LO: It’s rare to meet a band 
geek Adonis!
NS:  I wouldn’t consider myself 
an Adonis by any means, just a 
guy who likes to stay fit and 
healthy. I haven’t always been 
muscular.   It’s not easy, not for 
me, at least. I have to maintain 
a strict diet to keep my abs, and 
that’s not fun. 

LO: Do your 200K followers on 
Instagram motivate you?
NS: My followers are the best 
and the most loyal. I receive a 
lot of messages with words of 
encouragement from my 
followers and I’m very thankful 
to have such kind people in my 
life. 

LO: Now we ain’t complaining 
at all, but what’s up with all 
the booty shots? 
NS:  (Laughing) I’ve worked 
hard for it, so I like to show it 
off.

LO: If you got it, flaunt it.  You 
definitely got it!  
NS: I feel that if you have the 
confidence to flaunt, then you 
should be proud of yourself 
because most people don’t.

LO: As a flight attendant, how 
many phone numbers are 
slipped into your pocket each 
week?  
NS: Honestly, I don’t get a lot of 
numbers at work. I think that’s a 
common misconception about 
flight attendants.  Most of us 
keep are interactions with 
passengers very professional.  I 
did have a guy in first class one 
time who was belligerently 
drunk.  He approached the 
galley as I was preparing a meal 
and we got into a conversation 
where every chance he got he 
would hint that he was gay, but 
without saying it. He then asked 
if I was married, and if it was to Photo By Jay Fuertez
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a guy or a girl.  It got awkward.  My 
face turned bright red. 

LO: What makes you smile, 
Nick?
NS:  People having fun while 
dancing to my music.

LO: Which celebrity would you 
most like to slide into your DMs?
NS:  Taylor Swift.

LO: If you could travel back in 
time, where would you go?
NS:  I would go back to my 
childhood and tell the young Nick 
that everything will one day be 
okay and that he shouldn’t feel 
discouraged as he has so much to 
look forward to.

LO: Are you superstitious?
NS:  I can be.  I believe bad luck 
comes in threes.

LO: If you were given three 
wishes, what would they be?
NS:  That my parents would always 
stay healthy; that I would have 
money to buy whatever I wanted; 
and third, meet Taylor Swift.

LO: Taylor Swift?  Really?  OK. 
You’ve been given 24 hours to 
live. How do you spend your 
day?
NS:  Surrounded by my closest 
friends and my family and then a 
circuit party at night to close down 
the house.

LO: Now we’re talking!  What 
superhero do you most identify 
with?
NS:  I don’t know much about 
superheroes.

LO: OK, then, you’ve been 
abducted by aliens. What is your 
parting message to planet 
Earth?
NS:  I told you, I told you, I told 
you! Aliens are so real!

LO: You’re adorable.  What’s the 
first thing you’ll do when you 
step back into the DJ booth?
NS:  Honestly, I’ll probably cry 
tears of joy. 

Visit https://
www.nickstracener.com/
djnickstracener.  Follow Nick 
Stracener on Instagram at 
thenickstracener.  A free download 
of Nick Stracener’s remix of 
Lindsay Lohan’s “Back to Me” is 
available now on soundcloud. Photo By Jay Fuertez
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How to Kill
a Unicorn
By Holly Maholm

      Calm down. I am not making any 
threats against my frolic-mates. No. I 
would cheerfully take a bullet for any of 
them. What I am talking about is Wall 
Street’s definition of a “Unicorn.” Which 
is:  A privately-owned company which is 
so successful that (it is predicted) upon 
that company selling stock by means of 
an Initial Public Offering (“IPO”), the 
aggregate value of that IPO will exceed 
One Billion Dollars (an amount which we 
will hereafter refer to as “One Financial 
Unicorn”).
       Whatever differences may exist 
between these variant species of 
Unicorn, it is only to be expected that 
just as my unicorn-friends are – despite 
their supernatural powers – vulnerable to 
injury, misadventure and old age, those 
Wall Street Unicorns have their own 
defects and deficiencies, as we shall 
soon see. 
      But first, we must ask: Could Donut 
Time ever be a Unicorn? And the answer 
is: No matter how delicious Xandra’s 
donuts might be; no matter how 
profitable Donut Time may become; and 
no matter how successful our new 

venture (home delivery of donuts and 
coffee by chariots) may prove to be, we 
cannot expect that success (confined, as 
it is, to our little town) to generate 
revenue capable of selling One Financial 
Unicorn of stock in even the most over-
hyped and over-subscribed IPO. (One of 
Cindy’s apps may be capable of so 
much, but not our little Chocolate 
Covered, Crème-filled venture.)
     Next, I must emphasize the most 
important way in which authentic 
Unicorns differ from Wall Street Unicorns: 
My friends are undeniably real. Though 
they have certain supernatural powers 
which I have described to you before, 
their existence is in no way dependent 
upon the willingness of humans to 
“believe in them” – however much of this 
may be true of such mythological entities 
as Santa Claus, Tinker Bell and Honest 
Chicago Politicians (viz. “If you believe 
your Alderman is honest, then as far as 
you know, he is.”)
       But Wall Street Unicorns are not the 
same. They are as dependent for their 
existence on the belief (or willing 
suspension of disbelief) of stock brokers, 
analysts and investors as Santa is upon 
the pure hearts and unspoiled innocence 
of little Virginias around the world. 
      So long as Wall Street believes in the 
future profitability of (let us say) 
“Company X,” then Company X may 
achieve the status of Unicorn. But 
likewise – and tragically, all too often – 

Wall Street comes to 
weaken in its devotion to 
Company X, and little by 
little that company fades 
away into that profitless 
gloom wherein Unicorns 
are starved of the 
credulity of investors, 
and ultimately seeks 
refuge in Chapter 11.
      I returned to Donut 
Time, where I found 
Cindy sitting in one of 
the booths, pouring over 
several sheets of paper 
and seeming to read 
nothing but disaster. 
“What’s the problem?” I 
asked. “We’re screwed!” 
she declared. “Totally 
screwed. Tomorrow is 
going to be a disaster!” I 
sat down, and she 
elaborated.
      “I have been adding 
up all the orders we have 
for tomorrow. You know, 
people who gave us 
orders for donuts and 
coffee for delivery by a 
certain time tomorrow 
morning. Xandra was 
taking orders while we 
were out driving around 
town in the carriage... 
handing out samples. 

But the problem is, there’s no way we 
can deliver all these orders to all these 
customers in the time available! We 
would need three more chariots to come 
close to meeting the demand. I’m afraid 
we’re going to disappoint so many 
customers that they’ll never order from 
us again. We’ll be out of business after 
our first day!”
      “Show me the list,” I requested. I 
studied the list, then responded, “I see 
several retail stores and offices and – Oh! 
Here’s the bank! Wow! Gary has ordered 
a lot, hasn’t he? Anyway, they’re not 
going to order these large quantities 
every day – maybe once a week, as a 
treat for their employees. I’ve got an 
idea…”
       So Cindy and I began to call those 
businesses, and we asked each one to 
move its order to another day later in the 
week. This they were happy to do, since 
they wanted us to succeed as much as 
we did.
      But the plan which saved the day was 
contributed by Phyllis (a retired English 
teacher), who drew upon her vast 
experience with teenagers to propose the 
following plan (which we adopted).
      The next morning, Xandra loaded all 
the orders for the south part of town into 
the carriage, after which Cindy and 
Phyllis drove the carriage to that 
destination. Upon arrival, they were met 
by the LGBT students from the high 
school, each one riding his or her bike, 
and each one eager to take order after 
order off the carriage and ride it to its 
intended recipient. The Legionnaires 
saved the day.

      (To be continued)

Holly Maholm is a transgender 
woman living in Cleveland, Ohio. Look 
for Volume 2 of What Would a Unicorn 
Do? (now available on Amazon) which 
contains additional episodes of Holly’s 
on-going story of her life among the 
unicorns, plus additional articles and a 
short story of a transgender woman 
confronted by Satan! Send a message 
to Holly www.hollymaholm.com. 
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THE VILLA SHARE VIDEO FOR 
DEBUT SINGLE

"TURNING POINT"

        Four-piece disruptive rock band 
The Villa share their debut single and 
video "Turning Point" premiering now 
with Alternative Press.
       "First of all, a little bit of a 
backstory is we shot that video 
during the coronavirus pandemic," 
vocalist Michael Bohn shares with 
Alternative Press. "We had to be 
sneaky about it, so we did it at my 
house. It's not the craziest video, but 
it was cool that we were just able to 

pull it off. We want to do a follow-up 
video to it too to explain more about 
it, but it's basically me starting the 
Villa and the coming together of 
everyone. Hopefully, that's in the 
follow-up video to make it make a 
little more sense. It's about being 
obsessed with this thing and this 
project and this band and me going 
to start my journey. In the lyrics, this 
is the start of a revolution, and it's 
me starting this new journey and the 
coming together of the Villa. I'm 
trying to refrain from saying cult 
because I don't want it to come 
across like that, but it has that vibe. 
In the follow-up video, we're hoping 
to show more people coming 
together in this whole group.
       The newly formed group, 
featuring former members of Issues, 
Woe Is Me, Nightmares, and Secrets, 
is here to be a refuge, a place for 
everyone. The band shares, "We 
want everyone to be able to relate to 
this. Even if we aren't on the same 
topic, we want to explore and disrupt 

everything we find morally 
compromised, the deceit, the 
betrayals, the hatred, the 
corruptions. We explore my place 
with religion because to me that was 
my ultimate betrayal. I spent the first 
half of my life being lied to and in the 
dark, and to just open your eyes and 
witness how gross and corrupt the 
religion business is and to even see it 
as a business, I have never felt more 
betrayed by anything. But that feeling  
translates to anyone who has ever 
been manipulated or misguided. The 
Villa is a new place for all of us to call 
home."
      The Villa is vocalist Michael 
Bohn (Issues, Woe Is Me), guitarist 
Kevin Hanson (Woe Is Me), 
guitarist Turner Wood (Nightmares), 
and bassist Michael Owens  
(Secrets). 
      Check out the video, directed by 
Alex Wolf, at https://
www.altpress.com/features/the-
villa-turning-point-music-video-
issues-woe-is-me/

SAME SIDE RELEASES 
EPONYMOUS DEBUT EP  

        Same Side, AKA Kevin Geyer 
of The Story So Far and Elder 
Brother, releases his eponymous 
debut EP. The five-song Same Side 
EP was recorded at The Panda 

Studios in Fremont, California, with 
longtime The Story So Far and Elder 
Brother producer Sam Pura, whose 
resumé also includes State Champs 
and Hundredth. Prior to the release, 
Same Side unveiled the singles "The 
Way It Seems" and "Stuck In A 
Hole", which were called by 
BrooklynVegan "his most 
atmospheric and somber music yet."
       With his penchant for uncovering 
buried feelings of melancholy and 
yearning, often weaving and 
conjuring in isolation in a stream of 
consciousness style flow, Geyer's 
Same Side alter-ego is the perfect 
repository for unflinchingly intimate 
minimalism with depth, vibrancy, and 
earnestness. While poetic themes of 

loss and reflection will no doubt 
resonate with anyone going through 
a bad breakup, the five songs that 
comprise the Same Side EP soar 
with a dreamy melodic optimism. 
"I've always gravitated toward the 
mellower stuff," Kevin says of his 
songwriting. "As I've gotten a little bit 
older and my musical tastes have 
expanded, this is what comes out 
naturally for me. I love what we do in 
The Story So Far and how it's 
evolved. This is another outlet, a 
chance to explore a different side of 
me."
       The Same Side EP is available  
via Pure Noise Records, here: 
https://smarturl.it/SameSide.

ACM LIFTING LIVES®, CMT, 
GLAAD & TY HERNDON 

ANNOUNCE PARTNERSHIP ON 
2020 CONCERT FOR LOVE & 

ACCEPTANCE  

        The Academy of Country Music’s 
charitable arm ACM Lifting Lives®, 
CMT, GLAAD and country music star 
and philanthropist Ty Herndon have 
announced Tuesday, June 30, as the 

date for the 2020 Concert for Love 
and Acceptance, set to take place as 
an online event amid the ongoing 
COVID19 crisis.   
       Produced by Herndon’s newly 
formed charitable foundation, The 
Foundation for Love & Acceptance, 
the event will be co-hosted by Emmy 
and Tony Award-winning actress and 
singer Kristin Chenoweth and CMT’s 
Cody Alan, who has hosted the event 
alongside Herndon since 2017. 
GLAAD and ACM Lifting Lives® are 
the beneficiaries of event proceeds. 
      For the third consecutive year, 
CMT returns as Presenting Partner of 
the event, with Cody Alan serving as 
co-host, a role he’s held for the past 
four years. A well-known and 
respected veteran personality, 

producer and programmer in the 
broadcast industry, Alan is a past 
recipient of the ACM National On-Air 
Personality of the Year award, and 
host of  CMT Hot 20 Countdown, 
CMT’s flagship music TV show, 
delivered to over 90 million homes 
weekly, as well as host and executive 
producer of CMT After 
MidNite and CMT Radio Live, heard 
on 220+ stations, with nearly 8 million 
monthly listeners.
      Two-time 2020 GRAMMY® winner 
and original female outlaw Tanya 
Tucker will open the show at 8:00 
p.m. ET. The event will be live-
streamed on YouTube, Facebook, and 
at www.F4LA.org/concert, with 
additional appearances and 
performances to be announced. 
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GfVSGHN5K3VXZ_kq5gvseOIr9AspexPktLraKBDQyt1JvfpX8s4MPZIda74uIrWCaYkwsRaBImyexyCZ2mh-jNkpd-vfshg4cxEZbiOJ3_NY_SJiGZAjQwSOiWImC90N9yh5ncc48-lAs1rGFAAG38ujyEncm1vO-2mGWGXPbb4tz_RqPUHwTbPYgyZIULZMh5Lc_DR8416jC1j0bNYD-NSXsk90k_ncbCH8hi8q7QrzbGXe6-z-9otrQJTNaOCizShJ_jrXwp4=&c=gefgSbWgUTEoRbhKr781hfsmI68YHMzdUXOaSiMYgulmPUyIq4wyWQ==&ch=80UdYp1Lcn35mxNOQaOnPyozNpiZbLr-g1qjPOiu8cTu3mVXT7UAUg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GfVSGHN5K3VXZ_kq5gvseOIr9AspexPktLraKBDQyt1JvfpX8s4MPZIda74uIrWCaYkwsRaBImyexyCZ2mh-jNkpd-vfshg4cxEZbiOJ3_NY_SJiGZAjQwSOiWImC90N9yh5ncc48-lAs1rGFAAG38ujyEncm1vO-2mGWGXPbb4tz_RqPUHwTbPYgyZIULZMh5Lc_DR8416jC1j0bNYD-NSXsk90k_ncbCH8hi8q7QrzbGXe6-z-9otrQJTNaOCizShJ_jrXwp4=&c=gefgSbWgUTEoRbhKr781hfsmI68YHMzdUXOaSiMYgulmPUyIq4wyWQ==&ch=80UdYp1Lcn35mxNOQaOnPyozNpiZbLr-g1qjPOiu8cTu3mVXT7UAUg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GfVSGHN5K3VXZ_kq5gvseOIr9AspexPktLraKBDQyt1JvfpX8s4MPZIda74uIrWCaYkwsRaBImyexyCZ2mh-jNkpd-vfshg4cxEZbiOJ3_NY_SJiGZAjQwSOiWImC90N9yh5ncc48-lAs1rGFAAG38ujyEncm1vO-2mGWGXPbb4tz_RqPUHwTbPYgyZIULZMh5Lc_DR8416jC1j0bNYD-NSXsk90k_ncbCH8hi8q7QrzbGXe6-z-9otrQJTNaOCizShJ_jrXwp4=&c=gefgSbWgUTEoRbhKr781hfsmI68YHMzdUXOaSiMYgulmPUyIq4wyWQ==&ch=80UdYp1Lcn35mxNOQaOnPyozNpiZbLr-g1qjPOiu8cTu3mVXT7UAUg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uPhg87cPVWMchVdeTcakbbv30BzuR8NKBSEscPluyYAnPn1glnhZt36Zn_z5qxMgQ5Fe1gWMe0nHD8RJ9-XSBbLSB-DCfkquNx4SLvWw1BxwTFfegWZyr4cPY76wouQD5WM_QoDgkw-7P5QSEqmiSwMj8AlsrxhiH67PWlwrUhr7w6IsMdyp3g==&c=hrnULBFY02cDrXfRj-k0MTn7F0bl6W2ousKuIdrgKznuSOYqqBSkRw==&ch=1Jjsw7VwCBJuAKyW8OCRt9652Wnu_MZY9KpmwcXWVYbVp6t_c8KOAQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uPhg87cPVWMchVdeTcakbbv30BzuR8NKBSEscPluyYAnPn1glnhZt36Zn_z5qxMgQ5Fe1gWMe0nHD8RJ9-XSBbLSB-DCfkquNx4SLvWw1BxwTFfegWZyr4cPY76wouQD5WM_QoDgkw-7P5QSEqmiSwMj8AlsrxhiH67PWlwrUhr7w6IsMdyp3g==&c=hrnULBFY02cDrXfRj-k0MTn7F0bl6W2ousKuIdrgKznuSOYqqBSkRw==&ch=1Jjsw7VwCBJuAKyW8OCRt9652Wnu_MZY9KpmwcXWVYbVp6t_c8KOAQ==
http://www.F4LA.org/concert
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2020 Winners

Best Supporting Actor  
Colby Tucker - The Rental 

House - Men.com

Hottest Cock 
Owen Hawk & Cade 

Maddox

Best Screenplay
Steve Cruz - Blood Moon: 
Timberwolves 2 – Raging 

Stallion

Best Versatile Performer - 
Nick Fitt

Best Actor  
Ricky Larkin - At Large - 

Raging Stallion 

Best Web Original 
Content - 

Missionaryboys.com 

Best 3 Way 
Avery Jones, Jake Nicola & 
Adam Ramzi - Uncle Bobby 

- ICON Male

Best Videography 
Steve Cruz & mr. Pam - 

Blood Moon: Timberwolves 
2 - Raging Stallion  

Best Director All-Sex 
Marc Macnamara - 

Everglades - Men.com

Best All Sex Movie
 Love and Lust in Montreal - 

Falcon Studios

Hottest Bottom 
Devin Franco

Hottest Rimming
 Brock Banks & Link Parker 

- Scared Stiff 2 - 
NakedSword Original 

Hottest Flip 
Boomer Banks & Wade 
Wolfgar - Resurgence - 

Raw Fuck Club 

Best Duo 
Max Konner & Skyy Knox - 
Sexual Favors - Noir Male

Hottest Top 
Max Konnor

Hottest Body 
Skyy Knox

Hottest Daddy 
Jake Morgan

Twink Performer 
Avery Jones 

Best Group (4 or More) 
All-Star Orgy - Allen King, 

Colton Grey, Dakota Payne, 
Edji DaSilva, Hunter Smith, 

Jeffrey Lloyd, JJ Knight, 
Manuel Skye, Max Arion, 
Max Avila, Michael Lucas, 

Ruslan Angelo -  Lucas 
Entertainment

Justfor.Fans Fan Favorite 
Award PhatRabbitKiller

Best Still Photographer 
Trenton Ducati

Best in Editing
Jessie Garcia & Karl 

Edwards - Beach Rats of 
Lauderdale - Falcon 

Studios

Performer of the Year  
Dante Colle & Michael 

Delray

Best Newcomer
 Colton Reece & Sharok

Best Director Movie/Web 
Series - Tony DiMarco - 

Beach Rats of Lauderdale - 
Falcon Studios

Best Movie/Web Series - 
Blood Moon: Timberwolves 

2 - Raging Stallion

Wall of Fame
Dominic Pacifico 

Owen Hawk 
Jake Jaxson
Toby Morris 

 

CONGRATS TO ALL OF 
THIS YEARS WINNERS 

www.GrabbyAwards.com

http://www.GrabbyAwards.com
http://www.GrabbyAwards.com
http://www.GrabbyAwards.com
http://www.GrabbyAwards.com
http://www.GrabbyAwards.com
http://www.GrabbyAwards.com
http://www.GrabbyAwards.com
http://www.GrabbyAwards.com




AVIS/BUDGET 
(Car, Mini Van & SUV Rentals)
773-528-6400 - 3721 N. Broadway

BEATNIX • 773-281-3214  
3400 N. Halsted

CUPIDS TREASURES/ 
LEATHER SPORT • 773-348-3884
3507 N. Halsted

PLEASURE CHEST •
3023 N. Broadway - 773-880-9280
3436 N. Lincoln Ave - 773-525-7151

UNABRIDGED BOOKSTORE •
3251 N. Broadway - 773-883-9119

CHICAGO MALE SALON
773-281-6005 • 3418 N. Halsted

FLASHES HAIR DESIGN
773-472-3355 • 3740 N. Broadway

SLADES BARBER SHOP
773-880-9858 • 3314 N.  Halsted

AIDS FOUNDATION - 
200 W. Jackson Blvd #2100 - 
312-922-2322

AIDS HOTLINE (ILLINOIS) - 
800-AID-AIDS (800-243-2437)

ANDERSONVILLE CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE - 773-728-2995

ASIANS/FRIENDS OF CHICAGO -
312-409-1573

BROADWAY YOUTH CENTER -
773-388-1600

CENTER ON HALSTED
3653 N. Halsted - 773-472-6469

CHICAGO ANTI-BASHING
NETWORK - 888-471-0874

CHICAGO COMMISSION ON 
HUMAN RELATIONS -
312-744-4111

CHICAGO HOUSE 
1925 N. Clybourn - 773-248-5200

CHICAGO WOMEN’S AIDS 
PROJECT- 
North Office: 6363 N. Broadway - 
773-262-5566
South Office: 2317 E 71st St.
773-955-8709

CITY OF CHICAGO DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE HOTLINE -
877-863-6338

CONGREGATION Or CHADASH -
773-271-2148

DIGNITY CHICAGO -312-458-9438
EDGE ALLIANCE - 773-935-4663
EQUALITY ILLINOIS -
773-477-7173

GL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE -
773-303-0167

GLSEN - 312-409-1835
HEARTLAND ALLIANCE
773-907-0367

HOWARD BROWN HEALTH
CENTER - 773-388-1600

HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN -
312-252-0012

LAKEVIEW EAST CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE - 773-348-8608

LAMBA LEGAL - 312-663-4413

GRAB A CAR

GRAB A CART

GRAB HELP

ADAM J COHEN, MD
PLASTIC SURGERY & MEDISPA 
847-834-0390 • 2845 N. Sheridan #903

ROBERT JAMES FINK, M.D.
ORTHOPAEDIC SURGEON 
GOLD COAST ORTHOPAEDIC
312-654-8800  7200 N. Western Ave 
Convenient Location!!! 
goldcoastorthopaedic.com

TOM KLARQUIST, M.D.
AMG PROGRESSIVE MEDICAL
GROUP • 773-296-5090
3000 N. Halsted #509

MAN UP MEDICAL
773-305-3300 •  916 W. Belmont 
www.ManUpMedical.com

MK CHIROPRACTIC 
DR DONALD MASON 312-291-8277 -
711 W. North Ave Suite 201

NORTHSTAR HEALTHCARE
773-296-2400 - 2835 N. Sheffield

GRAB A HAIRCUT

ROBERT LEYSHON - 312-782-2308
Attorney at Law, Personal Injury

ROGER V. MCCAFFREY-BOSS
312-263-8800 - 33 N. Dearborn 
Street #800

GRAB A LAWYER

CHESTNUT ORGANIZING & 
CLEANING SERVICE - 
312-332-5575

GRAB A MOP

BANANA VIDEO - 773-561-8322  
4923 N. Clark

To Place an ad in GRAB 
Magazine contact us today 
at 773-857-2262

GRAB A VIDEO

FIND
GRAB 

MAGAZINE
ONLINE AT 

WWW.GRABCHICAGO.COM
WWW.GRABCHICAGO.COM
WWW.GRABCHICAGO.COM
WWW.GRABCHICAGO.COM

BROWN ELEPHANT - SHOPS • 
Andersonville - 5404 N. Clark
773-271-9382
Lakeview - 3020 N. Lincoln Ave
773-549-5943 
Oak Park - 217 Harrison Street
708-445-0612
CRAM FASHION • 773-477-1737
3331 N. Broadway
EGOIST • 773-857-0882
3739 N. Halsted
FK - FULL KIT GEAR •                                                     
773-657-8000 - 5021 N. Clark

LEATHER 6410  •                                                     
773-508-0900 - 6410 N. Clark

MEN’S ROOM  •                                                     
773-857-0907 - 3420 N. Halsted

ZEGLIO - CUSTOM CLOTHIERS • 
773-525-6199 - 3341 N. Broadway

GRAB A DOCTOR

GRAB CLOTHES

LESBIAN COMMUNITY CANCER
PROJECT (LCCP) 773-561-4662 

NEW TOWN ALANO CLUB
773-529-0321 

OAK PARK AREA LESBIAN AND
GAY ASSOCIATION • Oak Park, IL
708-557-3003

PARENTS, FAMILIES & FRIENDS 
OF GAYS & LESBIANS (PFLAG) -
773-472-3079

PRIDE CHICAGO (Pride Parade
Organizers) - 773-348-8243

QUARE SQUARE COLLECTIVE 
(Nonprofit for queer artists of  color)
www.quare2collective.org

RAINBOW SASH MOVEMENT
 JMurray@RCN.COM

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
3857 N. Kostner - 773-725-9026

TEST POSITIVE AWARE 
NETWORK (TPAN) • 
5537 N. Broadway - 773-989-9400

UNITY LUTHERN CHICAGO 
1212 W. Balmoral - 773-878-4747

GRAB HELP
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@MOSPHERE • 773-784-1100 
5355 N. Clark
2ND STORY BAR • 312-923-9536
157 E. Ohio 
BATON SHOW LOUNGE
312-644-5269 • 4713 N. Broadway
BERLIN • 773-348-4975
954 W. Belmont
BIG CHICKS • 773-728-5511
5024 N. Sheridan
BOBBY LOVES • 773-525-1200
3729 N. Halsted
CELL BLOCK • 773-665-8064                                                     
3702 N. Halsted
CHARLIES • 773-871-8887                                                     
3726 N. Broadway
CLOSET • 773-477-8533
3325 N. Broadway
ELIXIR ANDERSONVILLE
773-975-9244 1509 W. Balmoral
ELIXIR LOUNGE 773-975-9244
3452 N. Halsted
FANTASY NIGHTCLUB 
773-325-2233 • 3641 N. Halsted
GRANVILLE ANVIL
773-973-0006 • 1137 W. Granville
HYDRATE • 773-975-9244                                                     
3458 N. Halsted
JACKHAMMER • 773-743-5772
6406 N. Clark
JEFFERY PUB • 773-363-8555
7041 S. Jeffery Blvd
L.J’s (Little Jims) • 773-871-6116
3501 N. Halsted
LIPS • 312-815-2662
2229 S. Michigan Ave
LUCKY HORSESHOE 
773-404-3169 • 3169 N. Halsted
MANHANDLER • 773-871-3339                                                     
1948 N. Halsted
MARTYS MARTINI BAR • 
773-561-6425 • 1511 W Balmoral
MARYS ATTIC • 
773-784-6969 5400 N. Clark
MEETING HOUSE TAVERN • 
773-696-4211 • 5025 N. Clark
RAVENSWOOD TAP •
773-528-3253 • 1829 W. Montrose

REPLAY • 773-975-9244
3439 N. Halsted
ROGERS PARK SOCIAL 
6920 N. Glenwood

ROSCOES  • 773-281-3355 
3356 N. Halsted

SCARLET • 773-348-1053  
3320 N. Halsted

PROGRESS • 
773-697-9268 • 3359 N. Halsted

SHAKERS ON CLARK • 
773-327-5969 3160 N. Clark

SIDETRACK • 773-477-9189
3349 N. Halsted

SOFO Tap • 773-784-7636
4923 N. Clark

SPLASH • 773-904-7338
3339 N. Halsted

THE CALL • 773-334-2525
1547 W. Bryn Mawr

THE NORTH END •                                                     
773-477-7999 • 3733 N. Halsted

TOUCHE • 773-465-7400
6412 N. Clark

F.O’MAHONY’S • 773-549-0226
3701 N. Broadway
HAMBURGER MARY’S
773-784-6969 • 5400 N. Clark
KIT KAT LOUNGE & SUPPER
CLUB • 773-525-1111
3700 N. Halsted
Open Daily 5:30pm-2am
LARK • 773-799-8968
3441 N. Halsted
NOOKIES • 773-248-9888
3334 N. Halsted 
CLOSED FOR REMODELING

RED ROVER CAFE/CONN'S
CATERING • 773-262-0414 
1535 W. Devon Ave
REPLAY ANDERSONVILLE
773-654-1369 • 5358 N. Clark

WOOD • 773-935-9663
3335 N. Halsted
To Place an ad in GRAB 
Magazine contact us today 
at 773-857-2262

BEST WESTERN PLUS 
HAWTHORNE 773-244-3434
 3434 N Broadway St

GRAB A DRINK GRAB A DRINK

GRAB A BITE
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BANANA VIDEO 773-561-8322
4923 N. Clark
RAM BOOKSTORE &
ARCADE 773-525-9528
3511 N. Halsted
STEAMWORKS BATHHOUSE
773-929-6080 • 3246 N. Halsted

GRAB A TOWEL

28

40

53

BOXERS N’ BRIEFS • 
55 Four Corners Ln
618-332-6141 (Centreville, IL) 

CLUB KRAVE •
13126 Western Ave
708-597-8379 (Blue Island, IL)

DICKS RU CRAZEE •
1221 E. 150TH ST
219-852-0222 (Hammond, IN)

MANEUVERS •
118 E. Jefferson St.
815-727-7069 (Joliet, IL)  

THE OFFICE •
513 E. State Street
815-965-0344 (Rockford, IL)

To Place your BAR in this section 
of  GRAB Magazine Call Today
773-857-2262

SUBURBAN BARS

CENTER ON HALSTED
3656 N Halsted • 773-472-6469
GERBER/HART LIBRARY
AND ARCHIVES •
6500 N. Clark 773-381-8030
LEATHER ARCHIVES &
MUSEUM • 6418 N. Greenview 
773-761-9200

CULTURE

9

11

25

GRAB SLEEP

3

CALIFORNIA 
Street Bar - 760-320-1266
224 E. Arenas Road, Palm Springs

INDIANA 
Gregs Indy- 317-638-8138
231 E. 16th St, Indianapolis (Bar)
The Club Indianapolis-317-635-5796
620 N. Capitol Ave (Bathhouse)
MICHIGAN 
Dunes Resort - 269-857-1401
333 Blue Star Highway, Douglas
FIVE 15 - 248-515-2551
515 S. Washington, Royal Oak (Bar)
MISSOURI (ST LOUIS)
Club St. Louis - 314-533-3666
2625 Samuel Shepard Dr (Bathhouse)
Rehab Bar & Grill - 314-652-3700
4054 Choteau Ave (Bar)

OHIO
The Club Columbus- 614-291-0049
795 West 5th Avenue (Bathhouse)

WASHINGTON DC
DIK Bar - 202-328-0100
1637 17th Street NW 
Annie’s Paramount Steakhouse - 
202-232-0395 1609 17th Street NW 

PICK UP GRAB IN 
OTHER CITIES

69

70

44             GRAB Magazine            June 9, 2020

61

71





CHESTNUT ORGANIZING & 
CLEANING SERVICE - 
312-332-5575. We are a home and 
office house cleaning service. But 
more importantly, we are also an 
organizing/cleaning service for 
people who need that service 
because of  their depression, chronic 
or long term illness or disabilities, 
the elderly, the deceased and much 
more. We are never judgemental; 
we’ve already seen and done worse 
than your home currently is. For 
more information about us, see us: 
www.ChestnutCleaning.com
or please call 312-332-5575. With 
your help, we can help you.

GRAB CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED BODYWORK

STEAMWORKS - Come work at 
the hottest club in town. Steamworks 
is accepting applications for all 
positions and shifts. Stop by and fill 
out an application at 3246 N. Halsted.
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GRAB CLASSIFIEDS
CLEANING SERVICES

MALE DANCERS WANTED;
The Lucky Horseshoe Lounge 3169 
N. Halsted. Open Auditions every 
Tuesday at 7pm. 21+ I.D. Required.

HELP WANTED

STYLIST FOR CRAM 
FASHION Join Chicago’s Premier 
Men’s Boutique: Cram Fashion is 
accepting applications for energetic, 
determined, and fashionable 
candidates who have an eye for 
fashion and knowledge of  current 
trends, must have weekend, evening, 
and some holiday availability, and a 
minimum of  2 years retail/customer 
service experience or coursework in 
the retail management/fashion 
business fields are preferred. 
Opportunity for growth is available 
within the company. Please e-mail 
your cover letter and resume to 
crammanager@gmail.com

RECOVERY
STRUGGLING WITH 
CRYSTAL METH? We can help. 
Crystal Meth Anonymous (CMA)  
Chicago.  info@cmachicago.org 
312-600-5590 
www.cmachicago.org

SALES MEN/WOMEN -
GRAB Magazine is currently 
seeking motivated Sales Reps. This 
is a sales commission position. Email 
your resume today to 
GrabStacy@gmail.com

ASIAN BODYWORK - Newly
opened men's spa. nice & clean 
private rooms with hot shower & 
relaxing music. We do Swedish 
massage Chinese Tui na, deep 
tissue & sport massage... 
reflexology. Prostate massage also 
available. Nice & friendly Asian 
guys with well-trained hands 
relax you from head to toes. Body 
& Soul. grand opening price: 
Only $70 an hour. You can come 
& have a free try. We just take 
appointments. please call then 
come: 646-206-7265 thanks. 7 
days a week. morning 9:00am- 
10:00 Pm. Special time ( early 
morning or late nite massage 
need to call for appointment).

Be sure to 
download

 the next issue
of GRAB for an
Interview with
Johnny Hands

Place your Classified 
ad on this page for as 

little as 
$15 per Issue!
EmailToday!

GrabStacy@gmail.com

Online
www.GrabChicago.com

Tuesday
June 23rd, 2020

http://www.ChestnutCleaning.com
http://www.ChestnutCleaning.com
mailto:crammanager@gmail.com
mailto:crammanager@gmail.com
mailto:info@cmachicago.org
mailto:info@cmachicago.org
http://cmachicago.org/
http://cmachicago.org/
mailto:GrabStacy@gmail.com
mailto:GrabStacy@gmail.com
http://www.GrabChicago.com
http://www.GrabChicago.com
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