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SAD

By Gregg Shapiro

Even though it only spans two years
in the life of immigrant Pearl, Aaron
Hamburger's third novel “Hotel
Cuba” (Harper Perennial, 2023) has
the feel and weight of an epic.
Opening in 1922, as Pearl and her
kid sister Frieda set sail for a better
life in America from their home in
Russia, only to be waylaid in
Havana, Cuba, with their futures
hanging indefinitely in the balance,
Hamburger paints a vivid picture of
time and place. While the novel is
sure to appeal to a wide audience,
gay writer Hamburger has made sure
to feature significant queer
characters in the storyline.

Gregg Shapiro: Aaron, your new
novel “Hotel Cuba” is arriving at a
moment when LGBTQ historical
fiction is having a resurgence
along with the novels “The New
Life” by Tom Crewe and “In
Memoriam” by Alice Winn. Why do
you think this is occurring at this
time?

Aaron Hamburger: | read
somewhere about “presentism,”
meaning this bias we have, thinking
of ourselves as so modern and
enlightened in comparison to people
of the past. And yet, in the writing of
this book, | was struck by the many
links | found between life in the past
and our present. Just as an example,
| was inspired to write this story
when | came across a picture of my
grandmother in full male drag from
1922. As my good friend and LGBTQ
literary legend, Leslea Newman said
when | showed her the photo, “Your
grandmother looks like a butch
lesbian! | have such a crush on her!”
As | delved into the research, | was
surprised to read about a raucous
gay bar in Havana from the late
1800s. And | was struck by the fact
that the conversation about
immigration one hundred years ago
was almost exactly the same as that
of our time, just with different
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Havana hard time:
An interview with gay writer
Aaron Hamburger

immigrant populations.

GS: How much of your own
family’s immigrant story is in the
pages of “Hotel Cuba”?

AH: Quite a bit of it is in there in

the broadest outlines. My
grandmother was desperate to
escape the chaos of Russia after
the Russian Revolution and join a
sister in America, but new and
discriminatory immigration laws
closed the borders to her, and she
decided to go to Cuba instead. We
have recorded interviews with my
grandparents about their
immigration stories, mostly focused
on my grandfather's story, and a
small part about my grandmother,
who appears as the protagonist,
Pearl, in the book. She was a
woman of few, but choice, words,
and while she left a lot of hints about
her time in Cuba, | was intensely
curious to fill in the details. | wanted
to know what it felt like to go from a
war-torn wintry sheltered shtetl to
sultry Havana with the music, the
food, the language, all of it so
unfamiliar to her. The novelist in me
got the chance to flesh out that
picture.

GS: Were you able to travel to
Cuba for research?

AH: Yes, | went to Havana and
immediately noticed the heat, the
intensity of the sunlight, the
atmosphere. Many people who were
in my grandmother's situation,
European immigrants, came across
the ocean in their best woolen
clothes and struggled to adjust to
the tropical weather, often getting
awful heat rashes, for example. Also,
when | was in Havana, | had a
wonderful guide who told me stories
about her grandmother strolling
down Havana's main street and
looking at the fashions in the high-
end department store windows,
which made me imagine my fashion-
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loving main character Pearl, based
on my grandmother, taking that
same walk.

GS: How’s your Spanish?

AH: |'ve studied Spanish, but |
actually speak much better Italian
because | lived in Rome for a year
thanks to a prize | received for my
first book. So, when | was in Cuba, if
| didn't know a Spanish word | would
reach for an Italian equivalent and
give it a Spanish spin. Fortunately
for me, the Cubans | met were
uniformly generous and would meet
me halfway!

GS: You mentioned your Havanan
guide and the fashions in the
department store windows. Pearl,
the main character in “Hotel
Cuba” is a milliner and
seamstress, and you incorporate a
lot of detail when writing about
her work. Have you always had an
interest in fashion or was it
something you had to research for
the book?

AH: Definitely something | had to
research, which was a lot of fun. |
never realized | would learn so much
about women's hats in the 1920s
[laughs]. My grandmother and my
mother both had a talent for sewing,
so it was something | grew up with,
but sad to say, | can't even sew a
button onto a shirt [laughs].
However, | identified with my
grandmother's sewing as a creative
and expressive act. A lot of Pearl's
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thoughts about sewing are actually
mine about the artistic process.

GS: Antisemitism is at the heart of
the novel. It’s the driving force
behind Pearl and her sister
Frieda’s departure from their
homeland in Turya, and it’s
something they continue to
encounter in other places. Can
you please say a few words about
writing about antisemitism at a
time when it’s on the rise?

AH: It is sad that we can’t quite
seem to shake our addiction to all
sorts of hatreds, and antisemitism is
one of the most persistent and
pernicious of those hatreds. More
than anything, Pearl, as well as my
grandmother, simply wanted to live
her life in peace. However, then, as
now, political figures have found that
stoking fear of Jews, LGBTQ+
people, immigrants, and on and on
is a convenient way to accrue power.
Even more tragic is that they find a
willing audience for their hate. That's
one thing we can do, resist
vigorously any leader who might try
to appeal to us through the language
of division.

GS: Anti-immigrant sentiment is
also woven throughout. In chapter
eight, one character says
“Republicans hate the
immigrants.” Is this a way of
saying that not much has

changed since the early 1920s?
AH: It's actually that character's
opinion of the politics of that time, as
eerily familiar as that might sound to
some contemporary readers. The
Republicans in the 1920s were
advocating for a tough stance on
immigration. By the way, the
immigration laws of the early 1920s
laid the foundations for much of the
debate we're having now. Back then,
many Americans worried that the
people fleeing Communism (many of
them Jewish) were actually
Communist infiltrators coming to
bring chaos and revolution to our
shores. Compare that to the plight of
Syrian refugees fleeing ISIS. | also
read in the National Archives letters
from everyday citizens demanding
that the government do more to
keep out immigrants in order to
"protect the blood pool." Disgusting.

GS: In chapter 11, Pearl pays a
visit to a bar in Havana called the
Gold Dollar where she encounters
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“inverts and
hussies.” There she
encounters butch
dyke Seinora Martin
and Martin’s
associate, the
“Queen of England.”
Later, in New York,
she works for
Safaya, who
introduces Pearl to
her lesbian social
circle. Being a gay
writer, why was it
important to you to
include queer
characters in what is
primarily a straight
story?

AH: | would say it’s
important not only for
gay writers to do this
but for any writer who
wants to write
accurately about
human beings. | see
Pearl as bisexual,
though she would not
have had the language
to label her feelings or
identity in that way.

Because of that, |

wanted Pearl to meet

people who would have been more
open about their same-sex
attractions, which would show her a
different way of life from what she
might have known back home. It's
part of the theme of the book, this
idea that coming to Cuba was an
accidental stop on her journey to
America, a “hotel,” as many Jewish
immigrants called it. But that
experience turned out to shape the
rest of her life in ways she couldn’t
have expected.

GS: After being in Cuba, Key West
and New York, Pearl finds herself
in Detroit, where Frieda has
relocated. Parts of chapter 18 read
like a promotional brochure for
Detroit (in a good way), where you
grew up. Do you think that city
can ever return to its former glory,
the one you write about in the
novel?

AH: | was amazed to learn that
Detroit was considered the Paris of
the West. Money was pouring in
because of the new car industry that
had sprouted up there, so the city
attracted people from all walks of life
who wanted to take advantage of
those opportunities. | really don't
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know if Detroit could return to the
past, but maybe instead of that it
could be something new and
wonderful that hasn’t yet been
invented. Right now, all kinds of
exciting things are happening there.
Go visit!

GS: “Hotel Cuba” is very
cinematic. Do you think there
might be a movie adaptation? If
so, | kept picturing Murray Hill as
Martin. Do you think that’s a good
choice?

AH: Murray Hill as Martin is genius!
Perfect. Will this book be a movie?
There's a word in Spanish, "Ojala" or
in Yiddish you might say “From your
lips to God's ears.” | think it would
be a terrific film, but I'll leave the
casting of it to others.

GS: The Key West setting made
me wonder if there was any
chance you would be heading
there to read at Books and Books,
which is co-owned by Judy Blume.
AH: Not as of yet, but Judy Blume
was one of my first favorite authors.
If you're reading this, Judy Blume,
I'd love to visit your store!
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Cara Delevingne Can Finally Be Her

Queer Self

‘Planet Sex’ host is unlearning queer shame and,
with her new show, helping others do the same

By Chris Azzopardi

‘Planet Sex’ host is unlearning queer
shame and, with her new show,
helping others do the same

By Chris Azzopardi

On Zoom, where | recently met with
Cara Delevingne, my '90s-retro,
rainbow-speckled button-down was,
to my surprise, the first thing that
came up.

“Nice shirt,” the model-actress told
me, gushing when | mentioned
picking it out of my closet in honor
of just how queer “Planet Sex” is.
The six-episode Hulu docuseries,
which features Delevingne as sex-
curious host, is still gayer than even
the gayest rainbow shirt; within the
first few minutes, Delevingne is
judging a queer twerking contest. In
fact, the entire series, dedicated to
the “sexy queertastic people of the
world,” is devoted to investigating
various realms of queerness — and
in doing so, illuminating parts of
Delevingne’s own sexuality as a
queer genderfluid person. Over the
course of the series, she attends her
first-ever Pride festival and, with the
help of Gottmik, the first openly
trans performer on “RuPaul’s Drag
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Race,” transforms into a butch drag
king.

In our recent interview, Delevingne
talked about how Hollywood
affected her feelings on being queer,
unlearning the shame around her
sexuality, and why her identity now
as a public figure is more authentic
than ever.

Chris Azzopardi:How much did the
current political climate right now
play into just how queer and sex
positive you made this show?
Cara Delevingne: | think that's how
| wanted it to be. Because | think
queer under the umbrella, it all can
mean anything. It just means being
different, however way. Everyone is
different; we are not all the same. We
wanna fit in, we wanna belong. But
at the same time we wanna be
individuals. So | wanted it to include
everyone. And | think in that is
queerness. And | love that, that's my
favorite thing in the world and | think
leading with that, it brought me so
much freedom. It brought me so
much relief and love and, you know,
it's where | learned how to love
myself.

April 11, 2023

So from the bottom of my heart,
that's what | wanted. | wish this kind
of show existed when | was a kid. It
would've made [it] so much easier.
But | think the journey and the
struggle and the adversity was
something that made me who | am.
But I just hope, especially in terms of
people's families or when people
watch this, that they can have
conversations that may be tricky.
Because they can at least find the
right wording or identify with a
person that they see.

CA: Can you remember something
— afilm, a TV show — that you
clung to that really made you feel
more comfortable with being queer?
CD:l don't know. The thing is... |
guess | sought a lot of, like, Elton
John or musicians. But there weren't
a lot of female ones. It was men.
And so that still kind of made me
feel a little... less. | mean... [laughs]
Billie Jean King? | met her.

| was 22, though. So, it was a bit
late. But not really. | think a lot of the
things | surrounded myself were
like... | guess porn was the first time
| saw two gay women. But it wasn't
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good, and it was definitely...
they weren’t gay. | got scared
of it, because | probably liked
it.

CA:You are a big deal star.
And this is important
because of your platform.
CD: | thought you were about
to say, "You're a big gay." |
was like, thank you.

CA:You are a big gay.
CD: A big ol’ gay.

CA: As someone with a
massive following, though,

| was wondering what are
your feelings on how you've
seen yourself versus how
the media has portrayed
who you are when it comes
to gender identity and

Photo Courtesy Hulu

sexuality?

CD: | think a lot of the times in

the media, | was playing a part,
always. But | was comfortable doing
that because it meant | could kind of
keep my own life to myself. But then
to be honest, | didn't really ever
process or actually deal with
anything. Or see what | was going
through as | was going through it
because inside | felt just confused
and very lost, and very... without an
identity, almost, because my identity
was work. My identity was the parts
| was given or the person | was
meant to be or the brand | was
working for. It wasn't really ever me.
It was a whole, big old mess, really.
It didn't really make sense. But then |
think in the show, looking back on it,
| realized how much | love being a
woman. | am genderfluid, for sure,
but | liked playing between masc
and femme and all those things. And
| just think the binary of gender was
so constricted when | was younger.
“Boys play with this and girls play
with that.” And | didn't like what girls
played with. But that didn't make me
a boy. But | got confused within that
because | just wanted the same
opportunities.

But again, | like to now decide
when | really wanna be super femme
or not. | like to be able to decide that
because generally as a person | just
like to be comfortable in what | look
like and what | wear. But inside, I'm
a woman and I'm sensitive. But |
think it's a lot deeper than that. |
have a lot of masculine energy in
me. We all have feminine and
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masculine energy, every human
being. So | think that was a big thing
for me, because | did question it a
lot. | was like, “Am | non-binary?
What am 1?” But I'm not. But | love
anyone being and feeling how they
[are]. | do think that gender is too
binary. But then, for me, | was very
happy to have my pronouns.

CA: It sounds like you learned a lot
about yourself through making
this show, and maybe got to the
truth of who you are?

CD: Yeah. | guess especially in terms
of relationships and kind of
abolishing the shame. Which | didn't
really have, but it made me realize
how much | used to have and how
much | hadn't dealt with it. And how
much | just kind of brushed it aside
when actually | was like, “What am |
really looking at here?” But the
narrative | had wasn't my own; it
was other people's. So that shame
wasn't really mine to hold and | had
to give it back to the people who put
it on me.

CA: You say in the show that
growing up famous can stunt a
person’s growth, even when it
comes to sexuality. I'm wondering
specifically about Hollywood,
because some people might think,
“Oh Hollywood, it’s so queer. It’s a
great place to immerse yourself if
you’re queer, to be accepted.”
How did that affect your journey
to discovering your sexuality?

CD: It was not like that for me at all.
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One of my first experiences with it
was actually Harvey Weinstein who
said to me, “You cannot be with a
woman.” He was just like, "We need
to find you a beard." And | was like,
“Who is this fucking stupid fat
man?” He wasn't nice. He was just a
horrible man. Obviously we know
that now. But he was like, "You'll
never work. No one will believe you
as a straight character." And | was
like, “Oh, fuck. That's bad.”

So there was just stuff like that,
especially | think as a model no one
cared either way. But they weren't
gonna celebrate it. | think it just
stunts your growth a lot as in you
don't have time to be yourself. Or at
least | did not. | felt like everything
that was happening in my life,
emotions and things, | just had to
shove it down and keep going.
Which is no one else's fault but my
own. | just... it was an easy way to
run away from my stuff.

CA:What was the most valuable
takeaway for you from the whole
experience of immersing yourself
in queerdom through “Planet
Sex”?

CD: | think how much community
and support is important. How much
we can't do this alone, anyone. Life,
I'm talking about, generally. That
through community and through
connection, we can do the things
that were not possible to do alone.
And loving that and appreciating
that. But also being vulnerable in
that. | think a lot of times | would just







show up kind of giving a surface
experience [of] myself and it wasn't
real. Because | was just so scared of
being rejected and so scared of
people leaving, | guess.

But | love myself. I'm me.
Messy, done up, all the things. It just
makes me who | am. And if | love
that then that's the most important
thing. | think a lot of this is more to
do with self-love. | was just in a
place of complete discovery. | was
like, “Oh, what do | believe about
relationships? What do | believe
about all of these things?”

Sometimes it’s OK not to know
either. It's OK not to know; it's OK to
keep discovering. It's OK to question
and wanna change.

There were so many moments
where | thought | had it all figured
out or | wanted to so badly have it
figured out because | was like, “Then
I'll feel safe.” But the problem is it
doesn't work like that. And
sometimes you end up running into
a dead end when you think you
know it and you just don't. And it's
OK.

CA: Aside from “Planet Sex,”
there’s your part in “Only Murders
in the Building,” where you play
artist and gallerist Alice Banks,
the love interest of Mabel Mora,
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played by Selena Gomez. Both
shows feature queer
representation, but “Only
Murders” reaches people who
may not see queer representation,
or may not seek it out.

CD: That's why shows like that are
so brilliant because it's not a gay
show where people go, “Oh this, |
know, it's ‘The L Word.” We know
what we're getting here.” | think
that's why mainstream media and
mainstream shows should do that
more often where it's not the main
two characters or the whole story is
based around queerness. It's like,
queerness is everywhere. So that's
how a show should be. It should be
slipped in and it should be a
conversation and it should be a part
of it. When we wanna make queer
content and we push it very hard, it's
gonna reach just other queer people
and not what we want it to be: more
normalized. So that's why | was so
grateful for that show and | think it
was such an incredible way to do it.

CA:What's it like to bring that sort
of representation to the screen
with one of your closest and
dearest friends, Selena Gomez?
CD: | mean, it's an easy day of work,
isn't it? It's great. Especially when
you love each other and | respect
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her so much as an actress and as a
person. So it was just fun. It was
great. And that show in general.
Steve [Martin] and Martin [Short],
everyone. It was just brilliant. | was
basically playing myself too. Apart
from I'm not that evil. I'm not a
psycho.

CA:Will we see you in the next
season?

CD: No, | wish. The lesbian went too
overboard.

CA: | think people had
complicated feelings about that
relationship in that last season.
CD: Yeah, they did. It happens. | get
it. Alice Banks is a nutcase.

This interview has been
condensed and edited for clarity.

Chris Azzopardi is the Editorial
Director of Pride Source Media
Group and Q Syndicate, the national
LGBTQ+ wire service. He has
interviewed a multitude of
superstars, including Cher, Meryl
Streep, Mariah Carey and Beyonceé.
His work has also appeared in The
New York Times, Vanity Fair, GQ and
Billboard. Reach him via Twitter
@chrisazzopardi.
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Bewitched by Samantha:

An interview with queer writer

Samantha Irby

By Gregg Shapiro

The best part about reading a
book by Lammy Award-winning
queer humor essayist Samantha Irby,
including her new one, “Quietly
Hostile” (Vintage, 2023), is the way
she makes you laugh out loud. The
next best part is when people who
hear you laughing ask what you’re
reading and get to spread the
hilarious gospel of Irby. Renowned
for her use of body humor (IBS and
vomit in the essay “Oh, so you
actually don’t wanna make a
show...”) and oversharing (practically
every essay, including “Body
Horror”), Irby makes you laugh, even
when you didn’t think it was possible.
While humor is the driving force in
her work, the essay “O Brother,
Where Art Though?” takes a more
serious turn, showing another side of
the writer. Samantha was generous
enough to make time for an interview
in advance of the release of the new
book. [On 5/18, Samantha Irby will
be at Mundelein Auditorium in
Chicago and on 5/19, she’ll be at
Evanston Township High School in
Evanston.]

Gregg Shapiro: Samantha, in
prepping for this interview, | was
thinking about the popularity of
queer humor essayists - from Fran
Lebowitz to David Sedaris to you -
and how you have all struck a
chord with readers from all walks
of life. Can you say something
about the use of humor as a device
by the LGBTQ+ community?
Samantha Irby: I’'m going to throw
black people in here, too [laughs].
Not that every queer person or black
person has a rough life. But | think
people who grow up kind of on the
margins, whatever margins in which
we exist, we all have this through line
of tentativeness and fear of rejection.
Not knowing how people feel until
you get to know them can be
stressful [laughs]. For me, my
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approach with everything is
if | don't turn it into a joke, |
will die. | feel like all of my
queer friends are that way.
They're about to dismantle
gay marriage. There are
hate crimes. They’re about
to do this and that. | don’t
have an activism bone in
my body, but what | can do
is mine it for a joke. | think
that for a lot of us who have

had trouble getting through
life, humor, at least finding

the one little point, the one little part
of it that's funny, can help you not to
lose your mind.

GS: What’s involved in your
process for selecting essays for a
collection such as your new one
“Quietly Hostile”?

SI: At this point in my career, I'm with
the same publisher, so | don't have to
tell them what I'm doing. My agent
pitches them a book: “Sam’s gonna
do the same shit she always does. Is
that cool?” [Laughs] They’re like,
“Oh, yeah, funny.” | never know when
it's pitched what's gonna be in it.
Then | ignore it for months. I'm like,
“Oh, | have plenty of time to write
this book. I'm not going to think
about it and stress myself out.” |
should think about it and stress
myself out because | always turn my
books in late. The galleys that went
out are missing an essay about QVC,
about how | feel like the hosts are my
friends [laughs] because | spend so
much time with them. My process is
generally like | can see the deadlines
on the horizon. I'm like, “Oh, here
she comes. It's getting close enough
to see it. Then | sit down and think
about what's interesting to me. What
| have a lot of things to say about
and any big things that have
happened to me. For this one, | was
like, “Oh, | went into anaphylactic
shock [laughs]. I'm going to write
about that. | don't really have bladder
control anymore; I'm gonna write
about that.” The piece about the nun
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— | have to put a sex thing in there.
My current sex is very boring - old
lesbian sex — but | can write about
this porn | watch all the time. Once |
have kind of an idea, if it’s enough
stuff, | feel good. If not, my editor will
say, “So, it's been a minute since
you’ve talked about step-parenting
or whatever. She will fill in the gaps
and I'll think of a way to approach it
that’s not your standard, “Hey, |
married a lady, and she had some
kids.” It’s kind of a mishmash of what
| can come up with is desperation,
big things have happened that
people might be interested in. |
worked on the “Sex and the City”
reboot (“And Just Like That”), and |
wrote about it, but not in the way that
people would think | was gonna write
about it.

Stuff like that. | kind of know what
people want to know and then | fill
them in on the happenings in my life,
and then maybe a cultural or a TV
thing or a love letter to Dave
Matthews.

GS: The book’s title comes from
the essay “My Firstborn Dog.” Why
was it chosen?

SI: Let me tell you. This is like the
least sexy answer in history. | learned
the hard way with my first book from
Random House. You don't really get
to pick your book title. | wanted to
call “We Are Never Meeting in Real
Life” (from 2019) “Everything is
Garbage,” but my editor at the time -
she’s not my current editor — was
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like, “I don’t know that people are
going to buy that.” Sales and
marketing weren’t sure about having
a book with the word garbage on the
cover. What she did was go through
the manuscript and pull out two or
three-word phrases, although “We
Are Never Meeting in Real Life” was
longer, and she presented them to
me. | picked what I liked, my agent
and everybody in sales and stuff
weighs in. This time, | had no title in
mind. | threw everything at Maria, my
editor. She read it and sent me a list
of options. | hated them all except
for “Quietly Hostile” [laughs]. Luckily
everyone signed off on it.

GS: In the “My Firstborn Dog”
essay, you write about getting
what you called “a pandemic
dog,” which was a common
occurrence when people were
stuck at home during the COVID
lockdown. How are things with
Abe now?

SI: He’s the worst dog I've ever met
in my life. We got this fancy trainer
who came to the house. We spent
$500 on this woman, and he
immediately latched onto her jeans.
She's used to it and she was cool
with it. He learned nothing. He’s so
dumb and bad. | take him three
times a week to this place called
Camp Fido where he runs around all
day and gets very tired. They love
him. He's good with other dogs; he
loves playing, he loves wrestling. But
the minute you walk into the house,
he becomes a land shark. If | could
do it over again, | would have just
gotten another cat. But | do love
him. He’s oddly compelling. He pulls
on the heartstrings. He’s on the
couch in the other room right now.
He has taken a $100 blanket, that
we were given as a gift, and made it
into a dog nest.

GS: Well, at least he's got good
taste.
SI: He's living the dream.

GS: In the essays “Superfan!” and
“Oh, so you actually don’t wanna
make a show...,” you touch on the
laughable and unrealistic
portrayals of author events and
writers in movies and on TV. Do
you think that has the potential to
ever change?

SI: I'm going to say, and this is
based on nothing, there's probably a
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tier of writers that |
cannot touch, who
get fancy parties
[laughs]. I imagine
there's someone out
there who writes
literature and wears
a tweed coat, who
gets a beautiful
party in a
chandelier-lit room
with people sipping
wine. | feel like that
has to exist to have
given people this
idea that that’s how
it is. But it's only for
Salman Rushdie
[laughs]. People who
have won book
awards. I'm sure
they get wine and
cheese.

GS: You mentioned
Dave Matthews, do
you know if he
knows about the
“David Matthews’
Greatest Romantic
Hits” essay?

SI: He doesn’t right
now, but... this is

like the biggest

news of my life.

You're hearing it first. He will hear
about it tomorrow. My friend Alex
writes celebrity profiles. He hit me
up and said he's profiling Dave
Matthews. | about fell over. He said
he wanted to interview me. | said,
“OK, in my upcoming book if have a
whole essay about him!” My
publisher sent Alex the book. He
read it and interviewed me. We sent
an extra copy for him to take to
Dave, which he said he’ll do.

GS: That's fantastic! As a former
Chicagoan, | loved the Chicago
references — Schuba’s and the
corner of Touhy and Western where
there used to be a Bakers Square.
Sl: | have had many slices of
blueberry pie in that location.

GS: Good! Me, too. How important
is place to you and your writing?
SI: Because | write about myself, it's
always going to have a personal
focus. Me in Los Angeles, me in New
York. | don't know if this sounds
corny, but | am such a product of
Evanston, lllinois. It is in me. | feel
like a suburban Chicagoan all the
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time. My town heavily imprinted on
me. | lived there for so long. You
know what’s the most important
thing regarding place? As I've gotten
older, I’'ve realized I’m deeply
Midwestern, and how that affects
moving through the world. | hate
going to New York because
everybody’s mean. | hate going to
L.A. because nobody eats real food.
| just want to be where it’s flat and
people are eating casseroles or
know pot roast or whatever.

GS: And drinking pop, not soda.
SI: Correct! Every time | hear
someone say “soda” | shudder.
That’s pop you're drinking [laughs].

GS: Do you think that your own
sense of humor derives from
being a queer woman of color, or
that one aspect of your identity
takes prominence over the
others?

SI: 1 will tell you what it is. It comes
from being fat and homely [laughs]. |
don’t think my humor comes from a
racial place. | didn’t grow up in
abject racism. Racism is all around
us, but it’s not like | grew up




in abject racism. Racism is all
around us, but it’s not like | grew up
somewhere that someone was going
to call me the N-word.

GS: Certainly not in Evanston.

SI: No! When | was a chunky kid
with buck teeth and was poor and
dressing in Salvation Army clothes, if
you don't have a Teflon response to
being mocked and ridiculed, how
can you make it? Early on, | learned
that if | start laughing first, it takes
the teeth out of whatever teasing or
mocking | might be experiencing. My
humor comes from that place. I've
got to be the first to make the joke,
so it doesn't hurt.
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Queer Love Onscreen, In All its
Weird and Wonderful Forms

By Sarah Bricker Hunt

“Of an Age” lingers languidly
over a hot summer day in
Melbourne, where practically nothing
of consequence happens, except
the complete implosion of main
character Kol’s (Elias Anton) entire
worldview and self-identity.
Australian filmmaker Goran Stolevski
is already winning prizes in his home
country for the film, which streams
on Peacock beginning April 7, and
it's easy to see why.

The movie focuses mostly on
just a handful of hours, as we see
18-year-old, Serbian-native Kol
(short for Nikola) meet and fall
— hard — for his terrible bestie’s
older brother, the more worldly
Adam. It’s not much of a surprise
twist for anyone but Kol; many of the
film’s secondary characters assume
he’s gay, and Adam clearly has an
inkling from the start. But Kol hasn’t
faced the facts yet, for a host of
reasons, not the least of which is his
deep-rooted, anti-queer immigrant
family. By the end of their day and
night together, he’s “come of age,”
as they say. Love from this point
forward will never be the same
again. “Of an Age” is a little sad and
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quite beautiful, like many such tales.

Before seeing this latest entry in
cinematic queer love stories,
consider this mix of other movies
focused on moments that follow
queer characters as they navigate
what love means to them.

‘The Perks of Being a
Wallflower,” 2012

Even the current woes of actor
Ezra Miller can’t overshadow the
enduring message of 2012’s “The
Perks of Being a Wallflower.” The
film focuses primarily on Logan
Lerman’s Charlie, a teenager
experiencing post-traumatic stress
related to childhood molestation. But
it’s a subplot involving Miller’s
character, Patrick, that makes this
film one of the best queer coming-
of-age movies.

Gorgeous, painfully earnest
Patrick loves Brad, the closeted
football hero. When Patrick's father
beats him after finding the two
entangled in a loving embrace, Brad
turns cold, Patrick suffers further
physical assault from Brad’s
teammates and Charlie jumps in to
protect him. Ultimately, “Perks” is a
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story focused not just on the all-too-
familiar pain of adolescent rejection
within a homophobic high school
culture, but on the importance of
true, love-based friendship and
reclaiming and actually loving the
parts of ourselves that can be lost to
trauma inflicted by people who are
also in pain. As Charlie’s English
teacher Mr. Anderson (Paul Rudd)
tells him, “We accept the love we
think we deserve.”

‘Moonlight,” 2016

Few films so clearly frame the
distinct eras marking a single
character’s life as definitively as
“Moonlight.” The film, oft-cited as
one of the best films of the 21st
century (period — not just in the
“queer film” category), explores the
main character’s life in three stages:
Little (his childhood, portrayed by
Alex Hibbert), Chiron (his
adolescence, played by Ashton
Sanders) and Black (his adulthood,
portrayed by Trevante Rhodes).
Throughout each stage, we see
Little/Chiron/Black wrestle with the
very real repercussions of being a
queer Black boy and, later, man.
Love looks an awful lot like pain
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throughout.

Still, at the heart of it is
his true self, which exists no
matter how far he tries to run
from it. In Act 2, Chiron has a
sexual encounter with Kevin,
who later hurts him
immeasurably (physically and
emotionally), but love, as it so
often does, endures, even
when we try to wish it away.
When Kevin reappears in Act
3, everything has changed,
but as is so often the case in
life, “wherever you go, there
you are.” Black reveals that
he’s never touched another
man besides Kevin and while
Kevin is shocked to learn
about Black’s life
experiences, it’s clear that
the love between the two has
only grown during their years
apart.

‘Love, Simon,’ 2018

“Love, Simon” broke new
ground as the first
mainstream queer-centered
rom-com to hit the big
screen. By most accounts,
the movie managed to
maintain its charm while
ticking all the expected rom
and com boxes — we all

knew what would probably
happen within the first 15
minutes, but you couldn’t help but
root for sweet Simon Spier, played
by Nick Robinson. Simon is a high
schooler living in the closet but, in a
distinctly modern twist, has fallen in
love with an anonymous stranger
online.

When a fellow classmate outs
Simon, the moment pulls the
audience out of its rom-com coma
for a moment, and it’s that
unexpected jolt of awkwardness that
saves “Love, Simon” from fading
into formulaic obscurity. Instead of
playing it safe and keeping Simon’s
pain on the surface, the film gets
unexpectedly dark for a minute,
forcing the audience to remember
that this is a queer romance with
accompanying challenges that just
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didn’t pop up in your typical '90s
Meg Ryan vehicle. Simon’s true
despair in the moment when he
realizes he won’t have control over
his own outing makes his big kiss on
the Ferris wheel that much sweeter.

Booksmart,” 2019

In some ways, “Booksmart” may
be the polar opposite of “Of an
Age.” While the leads are whip-
smart teens headed for the lvy
League, the film is more Judd
Apatow than Ingmar Bergman,
brimming with high school hijinks,
binge drinking (and the ensuing ill-
timed, iller-placed vomit) and
random make-out sessions. But
there’s substance here, too, and it’s
Kaitlyn Dever’s lesbian character
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Amy that turns this one into a
meaningful story about queer love
between best friends.

Amy’s queerness is baked into
the plot, a refreshing and realistic
portrayal against a seemingly
modern high school backdrop. No
one’s screaming “dyke” at her in the
hall, but at the same time, no one
seems to really know her, either.
Partly, it’s because she’s been living
in the shadow of her boisterously
loving straight bestie, Beanie
Feldstein’s Molly. The exploration of
this relationship is at the heart of the
film. Sometimes, the most loving
thing to do for yourself and, even for
the one you love the most, is to
break free from what’s comfortable
and familiar to make space to
discover who you really are.
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‘Ammonite,” 2020

You could consider “Ammonite,”
loosely based on historical fact, a
kind of later-in-life coming-of-age
story. After all, the leads, brilliantly
portrayed by powerhouse actors
Kate Winslet and Saoirse Ronan, are
full-grown women, but for Ronan’s
character, Charlotte, a queer
romance is altogether new. In fact,
it’s not something she likely ever
expected to experience in the 1840s,
when the film is set. It’s certainly not
what her husband, geologist
Roderick Murchison (played by
James McArdle) expects when he
delivers Charlotte, who is suffering
from “melancholy,” to the doorstep
of a fellow geologist, Winslet’s Mary
Anning. Perhaps Anning can perk up
Charlotte’s mood with some time in
the fresh air...

As the two women enjoy a whole
lot more than fresh air and digging
up old rocks, Charlotte comes alive,
as we all tend to do when offered the
chance to live as our full, real selves.
Did Roderick suspect, all along?
Perhaps not, but maybe his most
loving act was giving Charlotte the
freedom to truly live, if only for a
moment in time.
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GRAB YOUR FRIENDS

2 Bears Tavern Uptown: . $5 Stoli Cocktails (Any Flavor), Everyday Specials: $5Jager, Fireball & Malort $4
Tallboy Beers (BuschLight, PBR, Hamm'’s), Free Pinball & Darts.@mosphere: $5 Well Cocktails & Draft Beer
6-8pm. Cell Block: Open 4pm-2am. Charlies: Bingo 7 — 11 pm Dancing until close. D.S.Tequila Co: $5 100z
E Margaritas. Hydrate: Lips and Mascara Doors at 8pm Show at 10pm. Lucky Horseshoe: Open at 4pm,

(o) Dancers 8pm. North End: Open at 11am, $5 Well Drinks.Shakers on Clark: Comedy Night $1 off Well Drinks
—4and Well Shots. Sidetrack: Open at 3pm, Musical Monday Show Tunes 8pm-2am. Steamworks: Every 3rd

(@] Monday TM4M (Trans Men For Men) 8pm-2am. The Sofo Tap: $5 Whiskeys, Ryes & Bourbons. Everyday

— E Specials: $5 Jager, Fireball & Malort, $4 Tall Boy Beers (Busch Light, PBR,Hamm’s) Free Darts. Touche: Open
5pm-4am. 4/3 Game On! NCAA College Basketball Champioship Game. 4/10 Euchre Night, Come out and Play
7-10pm Sports on our screens Club room Open!.

2 Bears Tavern Uptown: . $3 House Shots, $7 Big Miller Lite Drafts Everyday Specials: $5Jager, Fireball &
Malort $4 Tallboy Beers (BuschLight, PBR, Hamm’s), Free Pinball & Darts.@mosphere: $5 Well Cocktails &
Draft Beer 6-8pm, Game Night with Tony. Cell Block: Open 4pm-2am. Charlie’s: Tune Up Tuesday Karaoke 7 —
11PM, Tag Team Tuesdays 11p — 2am, Dancing until close. D.S.Tequila Co: . 50cent Wing Night 5pm-10pm,
Must Purchase a drink for special. Dine in Only. Hydrate: TatTuesday XXL Doors open at 8pm. Kit Kat
Lounge: Happy Hour 5-7pm $8.95 Martinis Lucky Horseshoe: Open at 6pm. Dancers at 8pm. Open auditions
g for male dancers 7pm. $5 drink specials. Meeting House Tavern: $3 House Shots, $7 Big Miller Lite Drafts.
7] Happy Hour Specials 5pm-8pm: $5 Stoli Mules (all flavors). Everyday Specials $5 Jager, Fireball & Malort. Free
TI|Darts & Pool. North End: Open at 11am, $5 Canned Beers, Seltzers & Ciders. Shakers on Clark: Trivia Night:
= | $3 Domestic Beers. Sidetrack: Open at 3pm, Trivia Tuesday 8-10pm, TRL Tuesday: Totally Rad Line-up of

| =1190’s-to-Now Music Videos 10pm-2am, OUTspoken LGBTQ+ Storytelling 1st Tuesday of the month from 7-9pm.
Steamworks: Every Tuesday 4 pm — 4 am Guys Under 25 Get In Free* (*Free 30 day membership and free
locker). The Sofo Tap: $5 Amsterdam Cocktails, $5 Tallboys Everyday Specials:,$5Jager, $5 Fireball & Malort,
$4 Tall Boy Beers (Busch Light, PBR,Hamm’s)Free Darts. Touche: Open 5pm - 4am.Hardcore Cruisin’ No Cell

Phones/Wifi.

2 Bears Tavern Uptown: $ New Amsterdam Cocktails $5 Tallboy Beers Specials: Everyday Specials $5 Jager,
Fireball & Malort $4 Tallboy Beers (BuschLight, PBR, Hamm’s), Free Pinball & Darts. Cell Block: Open
4pm-2am. Charlie’s: Country Line Dancing 7 — 10pm, Sapphire’s Secret Shadows 10pm — 1 am, Dancing until
close. Jackhammer: $5 Whiskeys, Ryes & Bourbons, Everyday Specials: $5 Fireball, Jager & Malort Shots, $4
Tallboy Beers(Busch Light, PBR & Hamm’s. Kit Kat Lounge: Happy Hour 5-7pm $8.95 Martinis Lucky
Horseshoe: Open at 6pm Dancers at 8pm. $5 drink specials. Meeting House Tavern: $4Miller Lite Drafts, $5
Stolis (All Flavors). Happy Hour Specials 7pm-10pm: $6 Any BIG drafts Everyday Specials $5 Jager, Fireball &
Malort. Free Darts & Pool. North End: Open at 11am $5 Lagunitas Draft & Cans. Shakers on Clark: Karaoke
Night $1 Off Long Islands. Sidetrack: Open at 3pm, All Things Taylor & Ariana 1st Wed of month, All Things
Beyoncé 2nd Wed of month, All Things Gaga 3rd Wed of month, All Things Britney & Rihanna last Wed of
month: all 9pm-2am. Steamworks: Bear Hump Every second Wednesday 6-9pm A monthly mid-week
gathering of Furry Men. The Sofo Tap: $3 House Shots, $5 Tito’s Cocktails, $7 Big Miller Lite Drafts Everyday
Specials: $5 Jager, Fireball & Malort, $4 Tall Boy Beers (Busch Light, PBR,Hamm’s)FreeDarts Touche: Open
5pm - 4am.Jockstrap Night. Free Clothing Check.

WEDNESDAY

2 Bears Tavern Uptown: $5 Whiskeys, Ryes & Bourbons . Everyday Specials:$5 Jager, Fireball & Malort $4
Tallboy Beers (BuschLight, PBR, Hamm'’s), Free Pinball & Darts. @mosphere: $5 Well Cocktails & Draft Beer
6-8pm, RuPaul Drag Race All Stars 6 Viewing Party - 7pm. Charlie’s: Survivor 10 pm — 1 am, Dancing Until
Close. D.S.Tequila Co: Bottomless Tacos! $23.95 5pm-10pm , Must purchase a beverage for special. Dine in
>- Only. Jackhammer: $3 House Shots $5 New Amsterdam Cocktails $5 Miller Lit Tallooys Everyday Specials:
$5 Fireball, Jager & Malort Shots, $4 Tallboy Beers(Busch Light, PBR & Hamm'’s. Kit Kat Lounge: Happy
'm)|Hour 5-7pm $8.95 Martinis..Lucky Horseshoe: Open at 6pm. Dancers at 8pm. $5 drink specials. Meeting
[‘plHouse Tavern: $6 Tito Cocktails, Everyday Specials $5 Jager, Fireball & Malort. Free Darts & Pool. North
"=\ End: Open at 11am, $5 Deep Eddy Cocktails. Shakers on Clark: Darts Night $1 off Fireball, Jager, Malort
and Well Shots, $2.50 PBR Cans. Sidetrack: Open at 3pm, Let’s Go Thursdays with Alex Kay & Friends
9pm-2am. Steamworks: Lights Out Thursdays, The Club goes Dark Every Thursday 4pm-4am. The Sofo
= Tap: $5 New Amsterdam Cocktails$5 Tallboy Beers Everyday Specials: , $5 Jager, Fireball & Malort, $4 Tall
Boy Beers (Busch Light, PBR,Hamm’s)Free Darts. Touche: Open 5pm - 4am.Throwback Thursdays70’s&
80’s Music & Porn by BijouVideo.
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2 Bears Tavern Uptown: $7.50 Big Miller Lite Drafts$3 House Shots. Happy Hour Specials: 3pm-6pm:

$4 New Amsterdam Cocktails $5 Chicago Handshakes. Everyday Specials:$5 Jager, Fireball & Malort $4 Tallooy Beers
(BuschLight, PBR, Hamm’s), Free Pinball & Darts. @mosphere: $5 Well Cocktails & Draft Beer 6-8pm, Dancers
10pm-1am. Baton Show Lounge: Doors open at 6pm, Shows at 7:30pm, 9:30pm & 11:30pm. Cell Block: Open
4pm-2am. Charlie’s: 1st and 3rd Fierce Fridays 10p — 1am, 2nd Fierce Fridays - Traffic Light Party 10p — 1am, 4th Fierce
Fridays - Glow Up Party 10p — 1am, 5th Fierce Fridays — Strut 10p — 1am, Dancing until close. D.S.Tequila Co:
TGIFSpecial $5 Effen Cocktails and $4 Hornitos Shots.Hydrate:Fresh Faces A New Drag Competition Second and Forth
Friday of the Month. Jackhammer: $5 Miller Lite Tallooys $8 New Amsterdam & Redbull Happy Hour Specials 5-9pm: $5
Whiskeys, Ryes and Bourbons $5 Chicago Handshake Everyday Specials: $5 Fireball, Jager & Malort Shots, $4 Tallboy
Beers(Busch Light, PBR & Hamm’s. Kit Kat Lounge: Happy Hour 5-7pm $8.95 Martinis. Meeting House Tavern: $6
Tito’s Cocktails $7.50 Big Miller Lites. Happy Hour Specials.5pm-8pm: $5 Chicago Handshakes. Everyday Specials $5
Jager, Fireball & Malort. Free Darts & Pool. North End: Open at 11am, $3 Miller Lite Drafts 4-7pm. Sidetrack: Open at
3pm, TGIF Show Tunes 3-7pm, RuPaul’s Drag Race Viewing Party 7-9:30pm, Friday Night Dance Party9:30pm- 2am.The
Sofo Tap: $3 House Shots, $7.50 Big Miller Lite Drafts Happy Hour Specials: 3pm—6pm: $4 New Amsterdam Cocktails.
Everyday Specials: $5 Jager, Fireball & Malort $4 Tall Boys Beers (Buch Light, PBR, Hamm'’s), Free Darts.Touche: Open
5pm - 4am. 4/14 Fetish Connection Gray Hanky Party. 4/21 Cowboy Round Up.

2 Bears Tavern Uptown: $6 Lagunitas IPADrafts. Happy Hour Specials: 2 Off All Drafts $5 New Amsterdam Cocktails. Everyday
Specials:$5 Jager; Fireball & Malort $4 Tallooy Beers (BuschLight, PBR, Hamm's), Free Pinball & Darts. @mosphere: $5 Well

Whiskeys, Ryes and Bourbons$5 Chicago HandshakeEveryday Specials: $5 Fireball, Jager & Malort Shots, $4 Tallooy Beers
(Busch Light, PBR & Hamm’s. Jackhammer: $3 House Shots $5 Miller Lite TallBoys Happy Hour Specials: $5 Whiskeys, Ryes and
Bourbons. Everyday Specials: $5 Fireball, Jager & Malort Shots, $4 Tallooy Beers(Busch Light, PBR & Hamm’s. Lucky Horseshoe:
Open with dancers at 3pm. $5 drink specials. Meeting House Tavern: $5 Signature Margaritas Happy Hour Specials.2pm-

5pm: $5 New Amsterdam Cocktails $12 Mimosa Carafes, Everyday Specials $5 Jager, Fireball & Malort. Free Darts & Pool. North
End: Open at 11am, $3 Miller Lite Drafts 11am-2pm. Sidetrack: Open at 1pm, SaturGay Drag & Games with Sasha & Zamora
Love 3-6pm, Saturday Night Dance Party 9pm-3am, Dog Day 1st Saturday of the month 1-5pm. The Sofo Tap: $5 Lost Coast
Tangerine Wheat, $5 Signature Margaritas, Happy Hour Specials: 12pm-3pm: ¥2 Off All Drafts Everyday Specials: $5Jager;
Fireball & Malort, $4 Tall Boy Beers (Busch Light, PBR,Hamm’s)Free Darts. Touche: Open 2pm - 5am. 4/15 GEAR Night dress
code in Club Room BNC 6pm. 4/22 RIPE PARTY, Dim Light, Deep Beats, Go-Go-Dudes DJ Harry T.

2 Bears Tavern Uptown: $5 Signature Margaritas, $6 Chicago Handshakes Happy Hour Specials 2pm-5pm $5 New Amsterdam
Cocktails Everyday Specials:$5 Jager;, Fireball & Malort $4 Tallboy Beers (BuschLight, PBR, Hamm’s), Free Pinball & Darts.
@mosphere; $6 Jack Products, $4 Domestic Draft, House Shots $2. Baton Show Lounge: Doors Open at 11am, Shows at
7:30pm, 9:30pm & 11:30pm. Cell Block: Open 2pm-2am Charlie’s: Queeriod! Every other Sunday 5pm — 7pm, Singsational
Sunday Karaoke 7pm - 11pm Mas Leche 11pm - 1am, Dancing until close. D.S.Tequila Co: CoyoteUglyDrag Brunch$50all
Inclusive food and beverage package plus Drag Show.Hydrate: Doors open at 2pm Northalsted’s Official after Brunch party.
Jackhammer: $5 New Amsterdam CoctKails $7 Jackhammered Long Islands Happy Hour Specials :1st Sunday: $7 Planter’s
Punch2nd Sunday: $5 Dog Bowis (Premium Well) 3rd Sunday: $3 Busch Light, PBR & Hamm'’s Tallooy Beers4th Sunday: $5 Stoli
Cocktails (Any Flavor)5th Sunday: $6 New Amsterdam & Red BullEveryday Specials: $5 Fireball, Jager & Malort Shots, $4 Tallboy
Beers(Busch Light, PBR & Hamm's. Kit Kat Lounge: Divalicious brunch 11am-3pm, Happy Hour 4-7pm $8.95 Martinis .Lucky
Horseshoe: Open with dancers at 3pm. $5 drink specials. Meeting House Tavermn: $3 House Shots, $12 Mimosa Carafes.
Happy Hour Specials:7pm-10pm: $5 New Amsterdam Cocktails. Everyday Specials $5 Jager; Fireball & Malort. Free Darts & Pool.
North End: Open at 11am, $3 Miller Lite Drafts 7-10pm Shakers on Clark: $1 Off Any Bloody Mary, Milagro Tequila Mixed
Drinks, or Tlito’s Vodka Mixed Drinks. Sidetrack: Open at 1pm, Sunday Funday Show Tunes 4-9pm, Sunday Funday After Dark
Dance Party 9pm-2am The Sofo Tap: $6 New Amsterdam Cocktails $7.50 Big Miller Lite Drafts Happy Hour Specials: 12pm-
2pm: $3 Miller Lite Drafts 1pm-3pm: $3 House Shots FREE Chicago-style hot-dogs (while supplies last) Everyday Specials
$5Jager, Fireball & Malort.$4 Tall Boy Beers (Busch Light, PBR,Hamm’s)Free Darts. Touche: Open 2pm - 4am. Beer Bust $2 Bud
Light Drafts, Clubroom Opens 6pm, Movie Night 7pm.

SUNDAY
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Top 30 Dance Chart this week
Visit nexusradio.fm

Artist

Title

1 Beyonce CUFF IT (Tommie Sunshine & JUSTNKAYSE Clean Edit)
2| Deorro You Are Not Alone ft. Dear Sara

3/INNA x Stefflon Don x Dhurata Dora Yummy

4| Andrew Rayel & Florentin All Falls Down ft. Kyle Anson

5|Kim Petras Brrr

6 | Tobtok Satellite ft. Arinn (Radio Edit)

7/Sam Smith & Kim Petras

Unholy (David Guetta Acid Remix)

Tungevaag x Lovespeake

| Knew It Was You

TELYKast With Francis Karel

Better Now

Joel Corry & Tom Grennan

Lionheart (Fearless)

11/M22 & Ella Henderson Heartstrings

12| Tiesto Lay Low (Nick Strand X Mio Remix)
13| Joel Corry x David Guetta x Bryson Tiller What Would You Do

14| pink Never Gonna Not Dance Again (Sam Feldt Remix)
15 | Tiesto & Tate MCrae 1035 (Joel Corry Remix)

16 | Breathe Carolina x ManyFew Dancing In The Dark (Radio Edit)
17| zack Martino Kill My Heart

18| DES3ETT Seventeen

19| Leftwing Kody & Goodboys Only You

20 sigala & Mnek Radio

21 Benny Benassi & Anabel Englund Lightwaves

22 Eliis After Hours

23| Marco Nobel x Glass Keys x Tyler James Bellinger | The Fire

24 Robin Schulz Sweet Goodbye (Radio Edit)

25| Galantis x David Guetta & MNEK Damn (You've Got Me Saying)
26 | HUMAN x Tudor Craving You

27 |NIIKO X SWAE ft. Allie Crystal Nothing On Earth

28|SILK Supply The Love

29|VIVID & Nazzereene Secrets (Original Mix)

30 Taylor Swift Lavender Haze (Felix Jaehn Remix)
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The Aftermath
of the First
Skirmish

By Holly Maholm

It was dawn the morning after
what later became known as the First
Skirmish of the Battle of Wellington
Green. Scallywag woke me, and when
| got to the door, he said, “Holly,
please come with me. There’s
something you need to see.” |
hurriedly dressed and followed him to
the Village Green, where he directed
my attention to the Civil War Memorial.

| was shocked and appalled! The
tall, black granite obelisk had been
defaced with at least a gallon of red
paint! Someone had put a ladder up to
it, and standing on the uppermost
rung, had poured red paint down the
front of the Memorial, obscuring the
names etched there. My heart sank.
What vile and hateful vandalism this
was! | was frantic that no one should
be allowed to see this shameful,
spiteful desecration. | turned to
Scallywag.

“If anyone you don’t know comes
near... chase them away. I’'m going to
get help.” Burning with anger, | set off
for Donut Time, where | knew | would
find help. | went around back and let
myself in, then going up the stairs to
the apartment, | found Grandma Lily

—AD

and Phyllis still asleep. | gently woke
them, then whispered there was a
terrible disaster happening for which |
needed their help. They dressed
quickly and followed me down the
stairs and through the kitchen (where
Xandra, Cindy and Martha were just
starting their day). We went out the
door and - as we walked in the
direction of the Memorial — | prepared
them for what they would see.

“Things are getting out of hand in
our village, and if we don’t put a stop
to it, someone’s going to get hurt!”
We arrived at the Memorial, and both
Grandma Lily and Phyllis gasped in
shock and dismay. Grandma Lily
spoke, “The Lord will forgive this...
but | won’t.” Phyllis responded, “The
cowards who did this have nothing to
fear from the men whose names are
recorded here, but | know a couple
veterans who will seek the sort of
revenge that cowards never expect.”

Grandma Lily and Phyllis took over
the response to this provocation. They
returned to Donut Time, where they
quickly mobilized the Retirees —
several of whom were veterans who
saw action in Vietnam. | could see by
their reactions that they took
personally this attempt to dishonor the
Civil War dead, and having known the
terrors of battle first hand, they were in
no way cowed by this feeble attempt
to drive them out of this sacred public
space.

They promptly collected rags,
brushes and turpentine and began to

clean the Memorial. As they
worked, the Lady Retirees kept

the men supplied with coffee,
encouragement and well-
justified outrage. In little more
than an hour the granite
obelisk was sparkling clean
and shining in the sun (beneath
a coat of carnauba wax — one
of the Veterans owned a
vintage Corvette).

When the work was done,
the Retirees returned to their
booths at Donut Time, leaving
two of their number to stand
guard at the Memorial (with
two Lady Retirees detailed for
logistical support). Wellington
being the prototypical “small
town,” a firestorm of gossip
rapidly delivered the news of
the Attempted Desecration of
the War Memorial to its town
folk. Soon, people began to
“just casually” stop by the
Memorial to see what was to
be seen.

Among those who were not
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shy about making a visit to the
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Memorial were the Outlaws — Recon,
Fender and Tuco. They drove their
delivery chariots right up to the
Memorial, to be sure no trace of red
remained. Being satisfied with the
result, and extending their comradely
gratitude to the Retirees, they returned
to their deliveries.

Except for these visitors, all was
quiet at the Memorial until later in the
day. Just before sunset, when the air
was beginning to get a bit chill for the
Retirees, they had their relief. All three
delivery chariots — plus the War
Chariot constructed by the
Legionnaires — drove up to the
Memorial. As | watched from the
window at Donut Time, the
Legionnaires unloaded tents, sleeping
bags, duffle bags and cooking gear
from the chariots. Clearly, they were
making camp.

| walked up to the new camp and
struck up a conversation with
D’Marcus, one of the Legionnaires. He
explained. “We heard what happened
this morning, and we weren’t sure
what to do about it. Then, Phyllis...
you know, Priestess of the Goddess
Athena, came into our class and
suggested we put our training as
Roman soldiers to good use. This
Memorial to Brave and Honorable
Warriors — the sort of men we want to
be - needs protecting, and who better
to do the protecting than us?

“So anyway, the Priestess asked
us for our help, and we think... so,
too, did the Goddess, herself.”

(To be continued)

Holly Maholm is a transgender
woman living in Cleveland, Ohio. Look
for Holly’s book Offered Magic: My Life
Among the Unicorns (now available on
Amazon) which collects the first 126
episodes of Holly’s adventures
involving both magical unicorns and
her LGBTQ friends. Send a message
to Holly at www.hollymaholm.com.



http://www.hollymaholm.com/
http://www.hollymaholm.com/
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"Blue Hunger" by Viola Di
Grado, translated by Jamie Richards
¢.2023, Bloomsbury $27.00
216 pages

You can't stop thinking about it.

It's been rolling around in your mind
since it happened and you can't stop.
You replay it over and over, how it
started, how it progressed, why it
ended. You wonder if it'll happen again
and in the new novel "Blue Hunger" by
Viola Di Grado, you wonder if you truly
want it to.

Shanghai was not her first choice to
live. Sometimes, she wasn't really even
sure why she came there, except that it
was Ruben's dream.

For months and months, he spoke
of Shanghai, showed her maps, talked
of a life as a chef living in a high-rise
apartment, and he taught her a little bit
of the language. She never fully
understood why Ruben loved China
and she never thought to ask before
her other half, her twin brother, her only
sibling died.

She was brushing her teeth when it
happened. Now, weeks later, she was
in his favorite city, a teacher of Italian
languages in a Chinese culture, alone,
friendless. Then she met Xu.

It happened at the nightclub called
Poxx and she later wondered, with a
thrill, if Xu had been stalking her. Xu
claimed that she was a student in the
ltalian class, but though she was
usually good with faces, she didn't
remember the slender, "glorious"
woman with milk-white skin and
luminous eyes.

She did remember the first place
she and Xu had sex.

It was a hotel, but Xu liked it
outside, too; in public, on sidewalks, in
abandoned buildings, and in crowded
nightclubs. They took yellow pills
together, slept together in Xu's squalid
apartment; she told Xu she loved her
but never got a reply except that Xu
starting biting.

Xu had used her teeth all along but
she started biting harder.

Soon, she was bleeding, bruising
from Xu's bites, and seeing people in
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the shadows, and she began to
understand that Ruben wouldn't have
liked Xu at all...

You know what you want. You're
someone with determination. And you
may want this book, but there are a few
things you'll need to know first.

Reading "Blue Hunger" is like
watching a Stanley Kubrick movie. It's
surreal, kind of gauzy, and loaded with
meanings that are somewhat fuzzy until
you've read a paragraph several times
—and even then, you're not quite sure
about it. Author Viola Di Grado writes of
sharp, unfinished mourning with a
grief-distracting obsession layered
thickly on top, of control and
submission, and while the chapters are
each brief, they feel too long but not
long enough. There are so many
questions left dangling within the plot
of this story, so many small bits unsaid,
but also too much information of the
mundane sort. You'll feel somewhat
voyeuristic with this book in your
hands, until you notice that the sex
scenes here are humidly uber-fiery but
not very detailed.

Overall, then, "Blue Hunger" is
different but compelling, short enough
to read twice, quickly. It's lush,
dreamlike, and once started, you won't
be able to stop thinking about it.

"Gray Love: Stories About Dating
and New Relationships After 60,"
edited by Nan Bauer-Maglin and Daniel
E. Hood

¢.2023, Rutgers University Press$24.95
303 pages

It was supposed to be a nice night
out.

But you drove around and around
looking for the restaurant and once you
found it, you learned that you needed
reservations. Practically before the
evening started, you sensed that your
food could be as cold as your date. As
in "Gray Love," edited by Nan Bauer-
Maglin and Daniel E. Hood, looking for
love wasn't like this when you were
younger.

You thought you'd be happy alone.
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After the divorce, the funeral, the
last break-up, you didn't think a little
you-time was a bad idea. And it wasn't
— but love, someone to go to the
movies with or dine with or snuggle
with, seems more and more appealing
now. Today, though, as the forty-two
essays in this book confirm and as
you've learned, that's easier said than
done.

You want a partner, someone your
age, but you fear becoming a caretaker.
You like doing your own thing, but
having someone around to do it with
would be nice. You have company but
you are "without intimacy." Or you
don't want a full-time someone but it's
scary to think about "falling off a ladder
alone."

So you go online because, well,
people don't meet like they used to.
That's when you learn that dating sites
are generally ripe with people who lie
about their ages, who seem clingy or
who want things you can't give, "the
Uncertain, the Angry... the
Unattractive," and - let's be honest —
jerks. Unlike real life circa 1973 or
1993, there's nobody to vouch for
singles online.

You wonder, "What would | wear?"
You learn about scams the hard way,
while tales of love at way-up-there-
ages are inspirational. Experimenting
with same sex, different sex, different
race isn't off the table, but nobody's
asked - or you did, and it was
wonderful and why didn't you do that
before? Love is love. You date the
wrong people, you date the right
people, you're exhausted and
disappointed. And sometimes, even for
awhile, you're someone's "'sweetie.""

According to a study quoted in
"Gray Love," about twenty-five percent
of American adults live alone. If you're
one of them and open to a relationship,
you need this book.

Just know that this is not a how-to
manual. Editors Nan Bauer-Maglin and
Daniel E. Hood don't offer advice in
their introduction, and most of their
storytellers didn't Ann-Landers their
way into this book. Instead, you'll read
tales of dating and mating gone happily
right and very, very wrong, told in ways
that will make you laugh, sigh, and
know that you're not alone in your late-
life search for love. The mixture here is
diverse and wide: if one tale makes you
want to swear off dating forever, the
next one offers Happily Ever After.

Be aware that a few of the tales
inside "Gray Love" flirt with the explicit
and others might ruffle a feather or two.
Still, it could be great to share it with a
millennial or older GenZ'er, If you see
this book on a bookshelf, take it out.
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ABOUT FACE THEATRE

PRESENTS WORLD
PREMIERE OF
GENDER PLAY

About Face Theatre
concludes its 28th season with the
world premiere of Gender Play, or
what you Will by Will Wilhelm and
Erin Murray, performing May 4
through June 3, 2023, at The Den
Theatre. In this magical one-person
show, Will recreates a seance to
summon the spirit of William
Shakespeare, and together the two
Wills explore Shakespeare’s stories
and characters through a queer
lens. Gender Play, or what you Will is
an exuberant celebration of queer joy
rooted in over 400 years of LGBTQ
literary history. The play was
workshopped and received an initial
public performance at About Face
Theatre in November 2021, and
received additional development
support from Island Shakespeare
Festival, Northwestern University, and
the Arts Midwest’s Grow, Invest,
Gather Fund.

Will is a trans actor seeking to
belong and feeling frustrated at not
seeing their story reflected onstage. In
their most desperate hour, they reach
out for help. They hold a seance and
summon the oldest and queerest
playwright they can think of: William
Shakespeare! Soon, the two become
total besties, and together Will & Will
reclaim the Bard’s old plays in all their
original homoerotic, cross-dressing,
gender-fluid glory. Now, Will invites
you to an impromptu party to
celebrate their new friendship. But to
meet the guest of honor, we must
perform the seance again,
together. Gender Play, or what you
Will promises a mystical evening of
queer joy, laughter, tarot, and more
than a little self-discovery.

“I love the conversations sparked
by Gender Play,” says director Erin
Murray, "because this play asks how
and why we continue to stage classic
theatre. Whether you haven't picked
up a script since your 9th
grade R&J reading assignment or
you're an avid Shakespeare fan, this
show is for you. Gender Play reveals
the many ways we ‘cast’ others and
ourselves in confining roles even in our
everyday lives. Are you playing a part
or living out your true values and
passions? If ‘all the world is a stage,’
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then it's time to bring the ‘main
character energy’ and let Gender
Play direct you to the spotlight.”

For more Information or Tickets
visit:aboutfacetheatre.com or call
773.784.8565.

Raven Theatre Announces
Casting for the Chicago
Premiere of THE OCTOBER
STORM By Joshua Allen
Directed by Malkia Stampley

May 11 - June 25, 2023

Raven Theatre, Chicago’s newest
Equity-affiliated theatre, has
announced casting for its Chicago

granddaughter. Allen's characters are
familiar, and | love that no one
escapes the October storm of change
and growth in the play. I'm thrilled to
make my debut at Raven Theatre and
to work with this amazing cast and
designers.”

The production team includes
Sotirios Livaditis (Scenic Designer),
Alex Rutherford (Costume Designer),
Jared Gooding (Lighting Designer),
Christopher Kriz (Sound Designer),
Megan Pirtle (Wig Designer), Jyreika
Guest (Intimacy Director), Catherine
Miller (Casting Director), Caitlin
McCarthy (Production Manager),
Christian Bufford (Assistant Director),
Chloe Jackson (Dramaturgical
Consultant), Nick Chamernik (Master
Electrician) and Isabel Patt (Stage
Manager).

Tickets are currently available at
raventheatre.com or by calling 773
338-2177.

CITY-WIDE FESTIVAL
CHICAGO CABARET WEEK
RUNS May 12 - 21

premiere of The October Storm by
Joshua Allen, a follow up to Allen’s
smash-hit The Last Pair of Earlies,
directed by Malkia Stampley.

The cast includes Nathaniel
Andrew, Jaeda LaVonne, Felisha D.
McNeal, Shariba Rivers and
Brandon J. Sapp.

Concluding Raven’s 40th

Anniversary Season, this riveting and
edgy new drama set in the 1960s on
the South Side of Chicago plays May
11 — June 25, 2023 in Raven’s newly-
dedicated, 85-seat Johnson Stage,
6157 N. Clark St. (at Granville) in
Chicago. Single tickets are now on
sale at raventheatre.com or by calling
(773) 338-2177. The press opening is
Monday, May 15 at 7:30 pm.

It’s the fall of 1960 on Chicago’s
South Side. Rain pounds the city, but
the real storm rages in the basement
apartment where landlady Mrs. Elkins
lives with her teenage granddaughter
Gloria. Mrs. Elkins is a widow, and
Gloria is essentially an orphan. For
better or worse, all they have is each
other. But when Louis, a troubled war
vet, walks into their already fraught
lives looking for shelter, both literal
and figurative, the emotional whirlwind
he sets off will change all their lives
forever.

Comments Director Malkia
Stampley, “It is an honor to work with
Chicago native playwright, Joshua
Allen, on his second Chicago
production. Joshua has
captured the beauty and complexity of
what change — and the resistance to it
— looks like in a 3-flat building in 1960,
southside Chicago, where a Black
grandmother is determined to keep
control of the home and protect her
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Chicago Cabaret Week returns for
its 2nd year! Unique in the US, the 10-
day festival features a variety of blues,
jazz, American songbook, world music,
pop, and Broadway by some of
Chicago's finest artists at Chicago’s
intimate venues. Chicago Cabaret
Week’s 13 featured performances
encourage locals and visitors to
sample Chicago’s revitalized cabaret
scene, exploring places where
performers and audiences come face-
to-face.

Acts of Kindness Cabaret,
Chicago Cabaret Professionals,
Working In Concert, along with 13
cultural arts venues, restaurants, and
theaters across our city to present
more than 2 dozen performers from
May 12 to 21, 2023.

For more information visit
AOKCabaret.org

Visit us online at
www.GRABChicago.com
www.GRABChicago.com

www.GRABChicago.com
www.GRABChicago.com
www.GRABChicago.com
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GRAB A CART GRAB A HAIRCUT

BEATNIX - 773-281-3214
3400 N. Halsted

UNABRIDGED BOOKSTORE -
3251 N. Broadway - 773-883-9119

CHICAGO MALE SALON
773-281-6005 * 3418 N. Halsted

FLASHES HAIR DESIGN
773-472-3355 * 3740 N. Broadway

GREAT HEAD SALON
773-525-6123 « 612 W. Belmont

WOMEN & CHILDREN FIRST
BOOKSTORE
5233 N. CLARK 773-769-9299

GRAB CLOTHES

BROWN ELEPHANT - SHOPS -
Andersonville - 5404 N. Clark
773-271-9382

Lakeview - 3020 N. Lincoln Ave
773-549-5943

Oak Park - 217 Harrison Street
708-445-0612

CRAM FASHION - 773-477-1737
3331 N. Broadway

EGOIST ¢ 773-857-0882
3739 N. Halsted

FK - FULL KIT GEAR -
773-657-8000 - 5021 N. Clark

MEN’S ROOM Barbershop
773-857-0907 - 3343 N Halsted St

GRAB HELP

LESBIAN COMMUNITY CANCER
PROJECT (LCCP) 773-561-4662

OAK PARK AREA LESBIAN AND
GAY ASSOCIATION - Oak Park, IL
708-557-3003

PARENTS, FAMILIES & FRIENDS
OF GAYS & LESBIANS (PFLAG) -
630-415-0622

PRIDE CHICAGO (Pride Parade
SLADES BARBER SHOP Organizers) - 773-3&8-8243
773-880-9858 » 3314 N. Halsted
RAINBOW SASH MOVEMENT
G R AB H ELP JMurray@RCN.COM

AIDS HOTLINE (ILLINOIS) -
800-AID-AIDS (800-243-243

ANDERSONVILLE CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE - 773-728-2995

ASTANS/FRIENDS OF CHICAGO -
312-409-1573

BROADWAY YOUTH CENTER -
773-388-1600

CENTER ON HALSTED
3653 N. Halsted - 773-472-6469

CHICAGO ANTI-BASHING
NETWORK - 888-471-0874

CHICAGO COMMISSION ON

773-857-0907 - 3343 N Halsted St

GRAB A DOCTOR

HOWARD BROWN HEALTH
CENTER - 773-388-1600

TOM KLARQUIST, M.D.

AMG PROGRESSIVE MEDICAL
GROUP - 773-296-5090

3000 N. Halsted #509

MK CHIROPRACTIC

DR DONALD MASON
312-291-8277

711 W. North Ave Suite 201

NORTHSTAR HEALTHCARE
(WELLNESS HOME)
773-296-2400 - 2835 N. Sheffield

REALIGN MED
773-665-4400 - 916 W Belmont

www.realignmed.com
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LEATHER 6410 - HUMAN RELATIONS -
773-508-0900 - 6410 N. Clark 312-744-4111
MEN’S ROOM - CHICAGO HOUSE

2229 S. Michigan Ave - 773-248-5200

CHICAGO WOMEN’S AIDS
PROJECT-

North Office: 6363 N. Broadway -
773-262-5566

South Office: 2317 E 71st St.
773-955-8709

CITY OF CHICAGO DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE HOTLINE -
877-863-6338

RECOVERY CENTERS OF
AMERICA - 331-234-5598
St. Charles, IL

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
3857 N. Kostner - 773-725-9026

ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCHE
617 W. BELMONT - 773-525-0844

TEST POSITIVE AWARE
NETWORK (TPAN) -
5537 N. Broadway - 773-989-9400

UNITY LUTHERN CHICAGO
1212 W. Balmoral - 773-878-4747

GRAB A LAWYER

ROBERT LEYSHON - 312-782-2308

Attorney at Law, Personal Injury

ROGER V. MCCAFFREY-BOSS
312-263-8800 - 33 N. Dearborn
Street #800

GRAB A MOP

CHESTNUT ORGANIZING &
CLEANING SERVICE -
312-332-5575

CONGREGATION Or CHADASH -
773-271-2148

DIGNITY CHICAGO -312-458-9438

EDGE ALLIANCE - 773-935-4663

UALITY ILLINOIS -

E
773-477-7173

GLSEN - 312-409-1835

HEARTLAND ALLIANCE
773-907-0367

HOWARD BROWN HEALTH
CENTER - 773-388-1600

HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN -
312-252-0012

LAKEVIEW EAST CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE - 773-348-8608

LAMBA LEGAL - 312-663-4413
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GRAB A VIDEO

BANANA VIDEO - 773-561-8322
4923 N. Clark

To Place an ad in GRAB
7g7az1ne contact us today

3-707-2660

FIND
GRAB

MAGAZINE
ONLINE AT

WWW.GRABCHICAGO.COM
WWW.GRABCHICAGO.COM
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GRAB A DRINK

1IN 2 Bears Tavern Uptown
773-672-4900 « 1140 W. WilsonAve

16 @MOSPHERE - 773-784-1100
5355 N. Clark

3 2ND STORY BAR - 312-923-9536
157 E. Ohio

§ BATON SHOW LOUNGE
312-644-5269 * 4713 N. Broadway

BERLIN - 773-348-4975

-8 954 W. Belmont

BIG CHICKS - 773-728-5511
-8 5024 N. Sheridan

Y8 BOBBY LOVES * 773-525-1200
3729 N. Halsted

#11)] CELL BLOCK - 773-665-8064
3702 N. Halsted

pyd CHARLIES - 773-871-8887
3726 N. Broadway

y1:) CLOSET « 773-477-8533
3325 N. Broadway

ELIXIR ANDERSONVILLE

YA 773-975-9244 1509 W. Balmoral

51 ELIXIR LOUNGE 773-975-9244
3452 N. Halsted

FANTASY NIGHTCLUB
773-325-2233 + 3641 N. Halsted

) GRANVILLE ANVIL
773-973-0006 * 1137 W. Granville

23| HYDRATE - 773-975-9244
3458 N. Halsted

B JACKHAMMER - 773-743-5772
6406 N. Clark

PYYJEFFERY PUB * 773-363-8555
7041 S. Jeffery Blvd

ya N LIPS » 312-815-2662
2229 S. Michigan Ave

ROGERS PARK SOCIAL
6920 N. Glenwood

ROSCOES - 773-281-3355
3356 N. Halsted

SHAKERS ON CLARK »
773-327-5969
3162 N. Clark

SIDETRACK - 773-477-9189
3349 N. Halsted

SPLASH -« 773-904-7338
3339 N. Halsted

THE NORTH END -
773-477-7999 « 3733 N. Halsted

The SOFO Tap ° 773-784-7636
4923 N. Clark

7 TOUCHE ¢ 773-465-7400
6412 N. Clark

34

45

39

69

23

71 WHISKEY GIRL TAVERN -
773-654-1766 * 6318 N. Clark

GRAB A BITE

DREW’S ON HALSTED -
r8 773-244-9191
3201 N. Halsted

DS Tequila ¢
773-697-9127
3201 N. Halsted

F.O’MAHONY’S - 773-549-0226
38 3701 N. Broadway

BANANA VIDEO
LX) 773-561-8322
4923 N. Clark

STEAMWORKS
:[1)] BATHHOUSE

773-929-6080

3246 N. Halsted

SUBURBAN BARS

CLUB KRAVE -
13126 Western Ave

708-597-8379 (Blue Island, IL)

DICKS RU CRAZEE -
1221 E. 150TH ST
219-852-0222 (Hammond, IN)

THE OFFICE -
513 E. State Street
815-965-0344 (Rockford, IL)

To Place your BAR

in this section

of GRAB Magazine Call Toda
773-707-2660

GRAB SLEEP

BEST WESTERN PLUS
HAWTHORNE 773-244-3434
3434 N Broadway St

KIT KAT LOUNGE & SUPPER

vr N CLUB » 773-525-1111
3700 N. Halsted
Open Daily 5:30pm-2am

LV LUCKY HORSESHOE
773-404-3169 3169 N. Halsted

PN LARK - 773-799-8968
3441 N. Halsted

.t. ) MARTYS MARTINI BAR -
773-561-6425 « 1511 W Balmoral

67 REPLAY ANDERSONVILLE
773-654-1369 * 5358 N. Clark

70 MEETING HOUSE TAVERN -
773-696-4211 « 5025 N. Clark

R WOOD ° 773-935-9663
3335 N. Halsted

Nobody’s Darling *

y#2 1744 W Balmoral

CULTURE

PROGRESS -

(%3 773-697-9268 * 3359 N Halsted

CENTER ON HALSTED

25 3656 N Halsted * 773-472-6469

RAVENSWOOD TAP «
LI 773-528-3253 « 1829 W. Montrose)

GERBER/HART LIBRARY

11 | AND ARCHIVES

REPLAY - 773-654-1369
748 3358 N. Clark (Andersonville)

6500 N. Clark 773-381-8030

LEATHER ARCHIVES &
MUSEUM ¢ 6418 N. Greenview

REPLAY - 773-975-9244
k18 3439 N. Halsted (Lakeview)

773-761-9200
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CHESTNUT ORGANIZING & .
CLEANING SERVIGE - MALE DANCERS WANTED; %PPERER,

RE
312-332-5575. We are a home and 4 1§ LUdI{_}’ Horseshoe Lounge
: . 3169 N. Halsted. Open Audit 3401 N Broadwa
office house clealmng service. But cvery Tueseclla?yeat 7p1?§_n?1‘j_ D™ 773.612.6628 Y

more importantly, we are also an .
organizing/cleaning service for mark@markzipperer.com

cople who need that service . Sales — FT/PTLooking for www.markzipperer.com
cqause of their depresdsw%.l@hromc something different? Leather
or long term 1llness or disabilities, 64TEN. Chicaco’s premier Leather
the elderly, the deceased and much  and Fetish stomg 1S n%w seekin RECOVERY
more. We are never judgemental; energetic professionals to builg our
we've already seen and done worse  team, selling custom leather goods STRUGGLING WITH
than your home currently is. For and gear to our customers locally ~ CRYSTAL METH? We can

more information about us, see us: il h

www.ChestnutCleaning.com ﬁgdoﬁﬁffgatﬁgf %;[HgEIIJ\ISi? gd Elél i AC Sltfi%;v[ gth Anonymous
or please Call 312-332-55 5. Wlth Ju gement-frf;e ZOHﬁ Commltted tp 1nfo cmachglc'ago.org

your help, we can help you. diversity and inclusion while helping 319.600-5590

people expand and open their
PETS minds to new levels of satisfaction,
pleasure and bliss.We offer

competitive wages with regular

GET YOUR PET reviews. Some sales/customer
WORKING IN TV service experience is preferred. We
Commercials, Films are primarily looking for team

Magazines, Etc. C A7LL JTEXT members to work weekends/

www.MvTalentedPet.com  ¢venings/late night/early mornin
703-8.332’6673. : hours. Must have a valid IL driver’s

license. There is some potential for
travel and off-site work.To request a
full job description and application
orsend a resume,glease contact Jim

at jim@Leather64TEN.com
An equal opportunity employer.

The Next Issue of
GRAB hits the streets

and Online Tuesday
April 27th

Reserve your Ad
Space Today

GrabStacy@gmail.com
or Call 773-707-2660
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http://www.twinpalmresort.com



http://www.rufskin.com
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