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NETFLIX

GRAB DAN
Crazy Sexy Time
with Dan Stevens

The Eurovision actor talks
campy gay role, an earlycareer gay role, and being
a Dan Savage stan
By Chris Azzopardi

As closeted Russian pop prince
Alexander Lemtov, actor Dan Stevens
shows up in the Netflix comedy
Eurovision Song Contest: The Story of
Fire Saga bejeweled in rhinestones, with
a moppy head of Wham!-era George
Michael hair. He gives double-cheek
kisses. He gives invites to his “very
crazy sexy” parties. Alexander’s
extraness, and that he doesn’t see what
other far-less-opulent people do, is the
joke. He’s beyond out of touch with the
ordinary person, like Lars (Will Ferrell)
and Sigrit (Rachel McAdams), smalltown Icelandic best friends who
become accidental _Eurovision_
contestants and enter into a sing-oﬀ
against Lemtov.
Co-written by Ferrell, the campy
musical is an outrageous love letter to
the Eurovision Song Contest, an
inescapable UK phenom. Alexander is
certainly worlds apart from Stevens’s
star-making turn in Downton Abbey and
his breadth of chameleonic work, which
includes the live-action remake of
Beauty and the Beast, as the beast; the
thriller The Guest; as a mutant with
mind powers in the trippy FX series
Legion, and, recently, in the Dave
Franco-directed horror film The Rental.
As for Lemtov, this isn’t Stevens’s
first time taking on a queer role. One of
Stevens’s earliest roles, as Nick Guest
in the The Line of Beauty, featured the
actor as a gay man living in 1980s
Britain during the height of the AIDS
epidemic in the 2006 BBC miniseries
adaptation of the Alan Hollinghurst
novel of the same name.
For our recent interview, Stevens
lost the Lemtov wig to reflect on
portraying Nick Guest, and also talked
about the safe place _Eurovision_
provides contestants from anti-LGBTQ
countries and, just for good measure,
his favorite Cher songs.
Chris Azzaopardi: During what might
be the gayest scene in Eurovision,
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you, along
with the cast
and former
Eurovision
contestant
and drag
queen
Conchita
Wurst, sing an
epic medley
of Madonna,
Cher and
ABBA. Can
you name
anything
gayer that
you’ve done in
your life?
Dan Stevens:
(Laughs.) It’s
certainly up
there! I don’t
know if we can
start ranking
those, but most
of those people coming out of the
crowd were previous Eurovision
contestants – and not all of them drag
queens, it should be said. But yeah,
amazing to have Conchita Wurst, Bilal
(Hassani) and Jamala. It was an
amazing list of former contestants, all of
them incredible singers.
And yeah, to duke it out with those
guys, and also with Will Ferrell and
Rachel McAdams, was pretty surreal. I
think for pretty much everyone involved
in that sequence it was – I don’t know
about the gayest moment of their life,
but it was certainly one of the most
surreal. And I’ve shown that sequence
to a couple of, shall we say, Eurovision
superfans who absolutely lost their
minds at that sequence.
CA: Is “Believe” your go-to Cher
song?
DS: I suppose it would be. I’m trying to
think what else I would go for now.
“Strong Enough.” “Fernando.”
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Photo Courtesy of Netflix
“Chiquitita.” “If I Could Turn Back
Time.” I probably would do a medley!
(Laughs.)
CA: How did you navigate Alexander
Lemtov’s campy-gay sexuality?
DS: First and foremost, I went at it from
that Euro-millionaire thing, which I’ve
always found very, very funny. There’s a
certain kind of campiness to those sort
of mysteriously wealthy Europeans,
particularly the Russians with the
philosophy that if something is gold it
must be best. Lemtov definitely has that
kind of attitude.
It was very much inspired by a
bizarre meeting I had once at a thing
with Irina Shayk, the model. I met her in
Manhattan and she asked me where I
live, and at the time I was living in
Brooklyn. She went (in a Russian
accent), “Brooklyn. Too far.” And I said,
“Well, OK, so where do you live?” And
she just said, in one phrase, “West
Village best place.” And I was like, “All

Photo Courtesy of Netflix
right. OK.” (Laughs.) That sort of told
me everything I needed to know about
her outlook and just that sense of, when
you just have that much money it
shapes how you see the world, and also
how that kind of warps your taste as
well. And Lemtov has some pretty
warped taste – both in the wardrobe
and the home-decoration department.
CA: George Michael’s name comes
up at one point during the film. Did
you tap into LGBTQ pop artists to get
Alexander’s queer sensibility down?
DS: I mean, the wig was very much
inspired by George Michael. And there
was a lot of trolling of hundreds of
hours of Eurovision acts on YouTube.
Just sort of the way that they work the
camera is very interesting. There’s
always the flying camera, and they kind
of embrace it flying around them. If you
know Eurovision, there’s always at least
one country that submits an
oversexualized, erotically
choreographed number with fire and
leather, so Lemtov is definitely from that
school. There’s also a Russian
crossover singer, a sort of opera-pop
act called Philipp Kirkorov, who if you’re
not aware of him a quick Google search
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will tell you all you need to know about
him. He’s a really, really sweet man
who’s a real sort of feature of
Eurovision. He’s written a number of
songs for Eurovision. I think he’s
performed there at least once and he is
a Russian superstar. Very, very friendly
with Putin and apparently married with
kids. But his wardrobe choice and his
style might surprise you.
CA: The film points out the
dangerous living conditions that
LGBTQ people face in Russia, and
you recently talked about this with
Attitude magazine. Did the country’s
conservative views on queerness
surprise you?
DS: I think the way it was phrased in
Attitude was like I had never even heard
of these issues before and suddenly I
was like, “Oh, wow, guess it’s really
dangerous for them.” I was very aware
of that. And I guess what I meant to say
is, I wanted to be sensitive to that. You
couldn’t really do a movie about
Eurovision without touching on that
subject; it’s famously a safe haven and
a great champion of the LGBTQ+
community, and it has a huge fan base
around the world for that very reason.
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One of the first trans performers in
Israel winning a few years back.
Conchita winning. Netta has a huge
LGBTQ following. It really embraces
that, and it’s a delight for that reason.
And yet some of these performers come
from countries where it’s dangerous to
openly acknowledge their sexuality, and
however silly our film is and however
ridiculous Eurovision is, I think it’s really
important to remember that.
CA: When it came to the campiness
of the character, was avoiding queer
caricature a concern?
DS: I guess. I think historically there
have been issues with that and with
caricaturing, but you know, as we all
know, there are as many diﬀerent
shapes and sizes of a queer person as
there are of a straight person, so I think
in the context of Eurovision, obviously
Lemtov is a particular kind of performer.
Whether he’s straight or gay, it’s sort of
immaterial; he’s just that kind of guy,
who’s just sitting on that much money
with that kind of taste and is maybe not
able to acknowledge fully who he is
back home.
I think his need for Sigrit is a little
diﬀerent than we might expect. He’s not

Photo Courtesy of Netflix
just the sleazy Lothario coming in to
just kind of save Sigrit and break up
(their band) Fire Saga. He’s got slightly
more nuanced and complicated reasons
for wanting her by his side.
CA: How does he compare to other
gay or queer characters that you
have played in your career?
DS: I mean, he certainly has a more
interesting wardrobe than say Nick
Guest in Line of Beauty. I don’t think
Nick ever graduated to old-glamour
camp. But to be honest, it never really
occurred to me. I never sort of think, “I
have had a quota of gay roles so I can’t
take on another one.”
Same with Line of Beauty. It was
just an absolutely beautiful book and a
beautiful adaptation, so it never really
was an issue for me.
CA: I believe I read that your first sex
scene was in The Line of Beauty.
DS: It was one of the first things I ever
did, to be honest. But quite possibly. I
haven’t been keeping count.
CA: That’s what I’m here for.
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DS: (Laughs.) Yeah, right. You’ve got the
league table there. You know, to be
honest, when it comes to onscreen love
scenes, they’re all fantasy scenes.
They’re all made up. Me and whoever
the other person is are not really
together in real life, so you’re always
entering into a fantasy scenario. The
very nature of what I do is just sort of
jumping into someone else’s life and
exploring the world through their eyes,
so it feels very much the same for me.
I think obviously gay actors have been
playing straight roles for a very, very
long time, and maybe not able to openly
acknowledge their sexuality in the
countries that they come from. I hope
I’m not taking away roles from gay
actors by playing gay roles. I think it’s
just the nature of acting, really, that I
don’t think we should necessarily have
looked for a gay Russian actor to play
Alexander Lemtov. You could still sort of
leap into a role as an actor, within the
realms of possibility.

DS: I suppose that’s where it must’ve
started. I mean, it is a really beautiful
book and I think a very, very beautiful
and sensitive adaptation as well.
CA: What was your introduction to
the LGBTQ community?
DS: I think it would’ve been in the
National Youth Theatre in London.
Growing up, I didn’t have many friends
who were openly gay, and so I would’ve
been about 15 when I first went to study
– study is a strong word – but I got to
go play with the National Youth Theatre
and that’s the first time that, for many
people involved, you’re meeting people
from diﬀerent backgrounds from all over
the country, and all of them have this
one thing in common: they love
performing. And people from diﬀerent
ethnic backgrounds and diﬀerent
sexualities as well. It was a really, really
eye-opening experience, and really
fascinating. Some of those people are
still my friends today. But yeah, it was a
really valuable experience.

CA: Would you say that with The Line
of Beauty you first became aware
that you had LGBTQ fans?

CA: Which moment in your career
helped court a bigger gay audience:
you as a hairy beast or the scene
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Photo Courtesy of Netflix
when you come out of the shower in
The Guest?
DS: (Laughs.) I mean, you’d have to
look at your league table for that one. I
don’t have the stats on that.
CA: A film you starred in, Permission,
took a hard look at monogamy and
prominently featured a gay couple. Is
LGBTQ representation important to
you when you’re considering a
project?
DS: Yeah. I mean, that one was
particularly interesting because an old
friend of mine, Brian Crano, who is
himself a married gay writer and
director, and David Craig, who is in the
film, is his husband and that film very
much came out of conversations that –
not just between myself and Brian but
Brian and his circle of friends – have
had in the years running up to that

movie. Just about relationships in
general, not just LGBTQ, but about life
partners and sexuality.
I thought it was a really interesting
film in terms of how nuanced the
discussion was and the questions
raised in it. It wasn’t clear cut. And it’s
not clear cut. I think that’s the thing. I
think everyone wants sexuality to be
black and white and it’s just not. And
everyone wants marriage to be that as
well and it’s just not. And I think Brian is
particularly sensitive to that. He
introduced me to Dan Savage and the
Savage Love podcast many, many years
ago and I’ve been a very, very long-time
listener. I’ve never called in, not yet.
CA: What would you ask Dan
Savage?
DS: Oh god, the list is so long. But I’m a
huge, huge fan of Dan Savage and what

he has done, not just for the LGBTQ
community but actually just for people
in general in their relationships. And
particularly in the early days. It’s gotten
a little less out there, I would say, the
call-ins. Or maybe it’s that I’ve gotten
less sensitive to some of these things!
CA: And about those dance-oﬀs on
your show Legion: What problems
would you solve right now if
problems could be solved by psychic
dance-oﬀs?
DS: (Laughs.) I mean, that is a great
question. Psychic dance-oﬀs could
solve all sorts of things right now. And
actually I’ve seen in the streets, during
some of the protests that have been
going on all over the place, that some
people have taken to sort of collective
dancing and I think that that might
actually be a way forward.
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Rufus Rules: An interview with Rufus Wainwright
By Gregg Shapiro

For those who have been counting
(and patiently waiting), it’s been 12 (!)
years since Rufus Wainwright has
released an album of original pop
music. Rest assured that with Unfollow
the Rules(BMG), Wainwright doesn’t
disappoint. Album opener “Trouble In
Paradise,” which shares a kinship with
“Going To A Town” (from 2007’s Release
The Stars), sets the tone with its
political voice, something which echoes
in “Only the People That Love.”
Wainwright also doesn’t skimp on the
operatic excesses on the dramatic
“Early Morning Madness” and “My Little
You.” But there is also a hopefulness
(and even humor) interwoven
throughout on songs such as “You Ain’t
Big,” “Peaceful Afternoon,” “Damsel in
Distress” and “Alone Time.” Rufus was
gracious enough to answer a few
questions in advance of the release
of Unfollow the Rules.
Gregg Shapiro: Work on Unfollow the
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Rules, which is being released in July
2020, began in 2018. Is that about the
average length of time for you when
it comes to making a record or if this
one took longer, why is that the
case?
Rufus Wainwright: This one took
longer. I had worked for this period of
time years ago on my early albums.
With this one I returned to that concept.
I will say that we weren’t working the
whole time. We did it in spurts. I think if
you actually put all the time that was
spent consecutively, it didn’t take
anywhere near as long as that. That
being said, I’m a strong believer in
walking away from a project for a little
bit to get a fresh sense of what it needs
and coming back to it. This album had a
lot of that; going away for a few months
and then coming back. I think that really
helped a lot.
GS: What was it like working with
producer and musician Mitchell From
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on Unfollow the Rules?
RW: That is one of the great tales of my
life. On an artistic level he was perfect.
On the one hand, he respected my work
and is a fan and wanted to fight for the
songs and so forth. But on the other
hand, he wasn't afraid to really question
me and give me his honest opinion
about what was going on musically. It
was this nice combination of caring and
also curt [laughs]. But then on top of all
of that, he’s a lovely guy. A true
mensch. And we’re very good friends
now, which is the best thing that can
happen.
GS: You said in a YouTube video that
your daughter Viva came up with the
album’s title, Unfollow the Rules. Was
the titular song inspired by the title or
vice versa?
RW: Many years ago, she expressed
that concept one afternoon and I jotted
it down. “Daddy, I want to unfollow the
rules.” Then it became a lyric in a song

Photo By Tony Hauser
and then it became a song itself. Now,
it's the name of the record. That
happened in a very organic way and I'm
not quite sure which came first, the
chicken or the egg at this point in terms
of how this has all come about. But I
will say that, like the album taking so
long, having these big breaks in
between, that song is similar. I kind of
finished a couple little sections here and
there, then I would go away and come
back and hammer away at lyrics.
GS: In the eight years
between Unfollow the Rules and Out
of the Game, albums of original pop
songs, the world has changed
considerably, especially in light of the
2016 US election. Am I on the right
track when I say that the songs
“Hatred” and “Only the People That
Love” sound like musical responses
to the current state of things in
Trump world?
RW: Yeah! You picked the right songs.
Arguably, one could even say “Trouble
In Paradise,” the opening track is
indicative of the era we live in. “Hatred”
I wrote in a period of my life where I was
just up against the wall somewhat
concerning an adult issue. Things that
we all go through as human beings,
whether it’s illness or going to court or
losing a loved one. It was one of those
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big moments in life and I was filled with
wrath. I needed to do something with
that wrath in order to win the battle and
not destroy myself in the process. I do
feel like we're at a similar juncture right
now with the election. People are going
to be angry no matter what. There’s no
getting rid of that, so we have to then
channel that energy into the appropriate
weapons [laughs] and come out better
by the end. I don't think it's going to be
easy, and it's quite frightening, actually.
But human history is laced with troubled
times, we've been here before in the
world. You have to go through this to
get to a better place. “Only the People
That Love” is eventually the answer to
the question. Love will conquer all and
that is your best bet in surviving this
tricky period.
GS: I have a feeling that there are
probably going to be gay men of a
certain age who will hear Sarah
Siddons get name checked in
“Romantical Man” and know who she
was.
RW: [Big laugh]
GS: How did an 18th century actress
find her way into this song?
RW: I’ve been a fan of All About Eve for
many years. She briefly appears in that
movie. Let’s just say I wasn't deeply
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knowledgeable of that whole concept
until I ran into her grave. That’s where I
got the idea. I was walking through
London and I saw this amazing statue
of her in Paddington Green. Then I went
and read up on her and fell into this
rabbit hole [laughs] of the 18th century
and Bette Davis movies [laughs]. I'm
happy to bring people along on this
journey.
GS: Does Stephen Sondheim know
about the song “This One’s For The
Ladies (That Lunge)”, and if so, what
does he think of the semi-tribute?
RW: You know what? I don't know!
That’s a good idea. I’ll send it to him. I
met him a couple of times and we’ve
hung out a bit. I should send him a link.
GS: In “Peaceful Afternoon”, an
anniversary song for your husband
Jorn (Weisbrodt), you sing the line
“between sex and death and trying to
keep the kitchen clean” which may
be the most romantic summation of
marriage I’ve ever heard, and I’ve
been with my husband for almost 28
years. What does Jorn think of the
song?
RW: He loves it. It is now kind of part of
our marriage that I write a song about
him for every album of original songs I
release. It’s been that way for the last

three or four records, so it’s not a new
thing. Thankfully, they're all love
songs [laughs] and they seem to grow
in power and strength and beauty, so
it's worth pontificating on.
GS: In the midst of all the
seriousness, there is also humor, as
in the song “You Ain’t Big.” What was
the inspiration for that song and are
you prepared to hear from the people
of Lawrence, Kansas, as well as
Southern Pennsylvania, Eastern
California and Western New York
state?
RW: [Laughs] Lawrence, I think, is a
veiled compliment. The whole premise
of the song is that you're not really a
huge celebrity until you’ve been
amongst the plebeians of America,
which is an interesting place, to say the
least. Lawrence has always been a bit
of an oasis in the Midwest whenever
I’ve gone there. I can kind of breathe,
finally. I don’t feel as tense as I do in the
rest of the country. As far as Southern
Pennsylvania, Eastern California and
Western New York (are concerned),
those are particular jungles, shall we
say [laughs].
GS: Having seen you perform in
concert many times over the years, I
was wondering how you are

adjusting to
the new
normal of
canceled and
rescheduled
concert tours
during the
pandemic?
RW: I have to
say I am one
of the luckiest
artists around
because I,
thankfully over
the last 10
years, really
made great
overtures to
the opera
world. I went
out there and
hammered
away at this
crazy idea of
being
accepted into
the classical
pantheon. I
will never know if
that’s happened until I am dead for
about 100 years. That being said,
what’s great about it now is that I
must’ve had some eﬀect because I do
have a lot of commissions. They take

two or three years to compose. The
calendar is much wider in the classical
world than in the pop world. So, there’s
a ton of work that I could sit down and
work on because of that little exit
strategy that I had at one point.
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POSITIVE THOUGHTS

Love Knows No Status

Beloved serodiscordant couple, recently wed in Venice,
share their love story
By David Artavia

In March 2013, David Lester-Massey
(then Massey) gave an interview that
would change his life forever. At the
time, Atlanta-based marketing
professional and producer Johnny
Lester-Massey (then Lester) was casting
a reality show and searching for
potential talent. Following a brief phone
call, Johnny informed David that he’d
call him back. And he did.
That call lasted for hours – as did
the next one, and the next one, and the
next one. Eventually, David raked up the
courage to ask Johnny if they could
meet in person. Admittedly, Johnny says
now, he thought it was going to be a
business dinner. David, however, knew it
was something more.
At this point, the two had hours of
conversation under their belt and
understood a genuine connection was
forming. After having a “really good
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time” at dinner, David, knowing his
feelings for Johnny were building,
decided to make an even more
courageous move. Only this time, it was
something deeply personal.
“I need to let you know that I am
HIV-positive,” he told Johnny, expecting
what many people living with HIV dread
after disclosing their status: fear,
rejection, and isolation. But what
happened next took David by surprise.
Johnny, who is HIV-negative and
was not fully educated about the virus at
the time, responded with compassionate
and concerning questions: “Are you
OK? How are you? What does that
mean? Are you healthy?”
David began to educate Johnny on
his health, his numbers, and his
statistics. What really moved him, he
says, was that Johnny never lost
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romantic interest after telling him he was
living with HIV.
“[Johnny] took the time to get
educated,” explains David. “When he
left my house, he called his doctor and
he had conversations about what it
means to date or be in a relationship
with somebody who is living with HIV.
[The doctor] was like, ‘OK, so I want you
to know something… First of all, if they
disclosed that information to you this
early on, please consider yourself
special, because it’s not easy to do, it’s
not easy to hear, and he chose to
disclose to you.’”
The wise words from Johnny’s
doctor, who is also his uncle, brought
the issue into a broader perspective for
the young producer. It certainly wasn’t
the first time someone disclosed their
status to Johnny before, but this time
was diﬀerent.

“Atlanta’s very fast-paced, there’s a
lot of hits and misses here,” Johnny
explains about life in the Southern city,
which according to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention is fourth
in the nation for new HIV diagnoses. “I
was at a point of time in my life where I
was open and ready for a relationship. I
wanted something diﬀerent. Being from
a small town… coming out as gay, being
in front of a Baptist minister in the Bible
Belt, you have all of these layers of
stigmas and hang-ups that you have to
walk through and deal with. I gave
myself two years to really work on
myself, to be my openly Black gay self,
because I had never had the opportunity
to do that. I was always terrified to do
that. I said, ‘A relationship that’s meant
to be will come.’ And it did.”
Six years later, David and Johnny
have become leading content creators
and relationship influencers specializing
in building content for people living with
HIV. As contributors for POZ magazine
and Real Health Magazine, and hosts of
Poz.com’s web series Table Talk and
RealHealthMag.com’s Perspectives, the
duo (branded as “David and Johnny”)
give incredible advice and insight to
couples who, like them, are in
serodiscordant relationships whereby
one person is living with HIV and the
other is not.
Together, David and Johnny own
HiClass Management, a boutique
branding and imaging firm providing
services for high profile clientele and
awareness marketing around HIV.
Recently, they launched into new
ventures: Hiclass Blends, a luxury looseleaf tea company, and SirHiclass
Footwear, a luxury footwear line with
products made in Italy.
By far, the most extravagant project
they’ve curated to date was their 2019
wedding in Venice, Italy, a country that
holds a special place in their hearts.
A few years ago, David had started
touring in Italy, singing and directing a
gospel choir, spending two to three
weeks at a time traveling across the
country. In 2017, he received a call from
singer and Insta-celebrity Cheryl Porter,
who’d been invited to perform at
“Christmas at The Vatican” for Pope
Francis.
“She said, ‘I can’t imagine doing
this without you. Would you be able to
come over?’” remembers David, who
jumped at the chance. Johnny joined
him for the tour, and the duo fell in love
with all things Italy. So much so that
when the time came for choosing
wedding destinations, it seemed like a
no brainer.
“And so, we said, Italy is a big
country, where will we do it?” David
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explains. “I’d been to Venice, but he
hadn’t. And so, I was like, ‘I would really
enjoy being in Venice with you, and if we
could make our wedding happen, I think
you would be blown away.’”
The couple started the planning
immediately. Porter also sang at the
intimate ceremony, which was
performed in the music hall of the Ca’
Sagredo Hotel Campo Santa Sofia. And
the private setting was intentional on
their part.
Lester-Massey
“When we talked about the kind of
money we were investing,” Johnny
explains, “we said we don’t want to
invest all of this money for people to
come and just spectate. We want
people [there] who are going to be
rooting and cheering for us. [In Italy],
they already invested to get themselves
there, so I know they weren’t there to
spectate.
If there’s one attribute defining
David and Johnny’s relationship, it’s
authenticity. Checking in to make sure
they’re both good and being honest
about their feelings will always be top
priority.
“We have this thing called
maintenance time,” David explains.
“Maintenance time itself is to take an
hour of uninterrupted time. There’s no
television, no radio, no cell phones, no
computer, no devices. Just you and your
partner, and you actually talk. You
actually talk about the things that are
going well. You talk about the things that
you want to improve. You talk about
things that you couldn’t talk about
because you were too heated to talk
about them. You save it for that one
hour you’ve dedicated, every week.”
Admittedly, David says they got to
that point through therapy, which is
another thing they encourage couples to
partake in.
“Get someone with an unbiased
voice that can hear both of you at the
same time, because what we find is that
if I’m saying something in a language my
partner can’t understand, it’s just like me
not talking at all,” David adds. “Learn
how to listen in the language that your
partner can understand.”
“When David and I first started
using [maintenance time], it’s because
we couldn’t communicate eﬀectively,”
Johnny says. “I had a whole iPad note of
stuﬀ I was ready to talk about during
maintenance time, so I was ready. I
came to maintenance time ready to read
and ready to just tell him everything I
wanted to. [But] it became, ‘No, we
need to go over this because of that’
and ‘This is going to be because of
that.’ Eventually, we didn’t need
maintenance time anymore because we
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just started to deal with stuﬀ as it
came.”
“That’s what you would hope for,”
Johnny adds. “You really hope that you
won’t need [maintenance time] as a
long-term situation. I think that’s one of
the beautiful things I learned out of it.
And when David talks about therapy, I
laugh because I always say we were in
therapy within the first six months. But
then, we did therapy again a few years
into the relationship, and we just kind of
used therapy as a maintenance tool. I
think it’s something that’s really
contributed to the success and
communication of our relationship.”
Without a doubt, David and
Johnny’s love has grown stronger over
the years as they continue breaking
down their inner walls. For countless
fans, many of whom are living with HIV,
their story is one of triumph and trust.
The fact that their experience as a
serodiscordant couple is highly needed
in this age of misinformation has not
passed them by. But also, they’re fully
aware that in order for anyone to fight
stigma within a relationship, they must
equip themselves with knowledge.
“I can understand that there are a
lot of people who don’t have the
education [about HIV] because I didn’t
either,” Johnny says. “David didn’t know
that he was the main reason I was
comfortable being in that moment with
him the first night he told me [his status],
because he was calm. If he would’ve
came to me freaking out and all over the
place, I probably would’ve naturally
reacted and been as freaked out as he
was. But he was very calm. He had a
conversation with me... People are not
dumb. They know what’s going on. And
you can tell if somebody’s kind of
rushing things along… that doesn’t
make somebody who’s unsure be okay.”
He advises to anyone choosing to
disclose their status to their lover, “The
person that’s sharing the information,
they really are the gauge on that
thermometer, because how they deliver
it is probably how they’re going to get a
response.”
David adds, “I was educated about
my own status enough to share it with
somebody else, when they felt
comfortable hearing the information. So,
just imagine what it would have been
like if I was not educated and Johnny
had questions, and then I either gave
him misinformation or just said ‘I don’t
know.’ That would make me seem less
credible.”
“The onus of your status still
belongs to you,” David explains. “You
can choose to share it. You can choose
not to share it. But you do have a
responsibility to ensure that you protect

yourself and you protect the other
person that you’re with. Whether you
plan to be with them for a week, a night,
or a lifetime, you still have to protect
yourself. The way to do that is to make
sure that you have as much education in
your tool belt that you can be able to
share with somebody else. So, when
they leave you, for whatever reason,
they’re more educated just by meeting
you—not hooking up with you, not being
in a relationship. Whenever they come
into somebody else’s presence, they can
give that education to somebody else.
That education certainly helped
when David disclosed his status publicly
for the first time at a conference—after
he already told Johnny.
“I didn’t know at that time, but
somebody was recording it and they
had hit share,” David remembers. “There
were people in my hometown that got
the information through social media,
not me. There were people that were in
Johnny’s [circle] that got the information
over social media and not through him”
“And so, now all of these questions
are forming,” he adds. “They’re like,
‘Wait a minute, did you know that David
is living with this? Did Johnny know?
Did you see him?’ All of these things. I
really wanted to control our message,
and once we couldn’t, it was like, OK,
now that it’s out there, we still have a

responsibility to let people know that,
yes, this is a part of our story, but it’s not
the entire story. It’s just the backdrop.
This was more than HIV.”
That was the moment they both
realized their stories could actually help
others, and they certainly answered the
call.
“I told him this from the beginning,”
explains Johnny. “I was like, ‘I want
people not only to see you living with
HIV, but they need to see you live well.’
They don’t need to just see you and say,
‘Oh, he looks healthy, he’s eating.’ No.
They need to see you be a rockstar,
because they need to see something
that they’ve never seen before.”
Alternatively, they also understand
that Johnny’s voice is equally as
important as an HIV-negative person
who is in a healthy long-term
relationship with someone who is poz—
a narrative we often don’t see in
mainstream TV and film.
“I’m negative, he’s positive, we
know what our regimen is, we know
what the doctors have told us, and we
know how we operate,” Johnny says. “It
was like a revelation or an a-ha moment
for me in that instance. I also told David,
since we’ve never seen this before,
since there is no template, my thing is, if
we’re going to do anything, we’re going
to do it fabulous.”

Currently, they’re in the process of
piecing together a mini e-book, which
will be a collection of quotables and
small insights (or “David and Johnnyisms”) their fans will be able to
download and use if ever they need a
jumpstart of inspiration.
However, their ultimate goal is to be
the first gay Black male couple to host a
talk show. And given their shared drive
and passion for change, they might
achieve that goal sooner than later.
“I do believe there is a space for
thought leaders and people that want to
take themselves, their relationships to
the next level,” Johnny says. “Us being
men of color, by being open and vocal
about who we are and what we do, I
think it resonates with a lot of people.”
David Artavia is managing editor of
Plus magazine, the HIV Plus Treatment
Guide mobile app, and
HIVPlusMag.com. This column is a
project of Plus, Positively Aware, POZ,
The Body, and Q Syndicate, the LGBTQ
wire service. Visit their websites —
HIVPlusMag.com, PositivelyAware.com,
Poz.com and TheBody.com—for the
latest updates on HIV/AIDS. (This article
was previously published in Plus
magazine and reprinted with
permission.)
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Top 15 Dance Chart this week

Visit nexusradio.fm
Artist

Title

1 Rat City x Kiesza

Naked (ZIDA Remix)

2 DASCO ft Twan Ray & EV Palmer

Magik

3 Riggi & Piros x VENIICE with RANI

My Feelings

4 Sia

Together (Andrew Marks Remix)

5 Robin Schulz

In Your Eyes ft. Alida (Charlie Lane Radio Mix)

6 Becky Hill

Better Oﬀ Without You ft. Shift K3Y

7 Alesso

Midnight ft. Liam Payne (Jack Wins Remix)

8 Voost & Robin Tayger & Santeli

Blame

9 Jonas Blue x Paloma Faith

Mistakes

10 Lost Frequencies & Zonderling

Love To Go ft. Kelvin Jones (MOTi Remix)

11 Marshmello & Halsey

Be Kind (Surf Mesa Remix)

12 Ultra Nate

Free (Live Your Life)

13 Alanis Morissette

Smiling (F9 Radio Mix)

14 Lastlings

No Time (Original Mix)

15 Julian Jordan

Nobody Knows ft. Feldz
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TRANSGENDER

GRAB HOLLY
That Fateful Tell
By Holly Maholm

I am not a poker player, but I do
understand a bit of poker terminology
that is unique to the game. When a player
looks at his cards, and thinks and
ponders, and finally bets or passes, it
often happens that he will give away his
strategy – and the strength of his hand –
through subtle gestures, nods or facial
expressions indicative of his secret
estimation of success. Poker players call
such subtle disclosures a “tell,” and they
will try to read those signs among the
other players, to gain an advantage.
And similarly, I, a transgender
woman, am painfully aware that all you
see of me – my frame and form, the
features of my face, my mannerisms,
voice and laugh – are but one enormous
“tell.” Anyone watching me from across
the room will soon observe my tells and
read me as the tranny that I am. For me,
this is not an easy thing to wake up to
every morning; to know that I am
doomed to fail at those “womanly arts”
by which that gentler gender expresses
those… alluring qualities we see adorn
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and ornament our world.
For a long time I have envied my
fellow LGBT-mates – the L and G and B –
who, whatever other burdens they may
bear (of which I have observed many), at
least do not suﬀer from that same
incapacitating “tell” as I do. A gay man
seen from a distance is indistinguishable
from any of his hetro-brothers (except, of
course, as to his more dramatic sense of
style, his more attentive grooming, and
his horror of wearing anything which is
either “not my look” or “so last year.”)
Thus, I was once of the opinion that
gay men do not “tell.” Or so I thought.
I was standing in the door to the
stable, waiting for Dave and one of his
LGBT students to arrive. I wanted Dave’s
class to agree to serve as interns in
Donut Time’s new home-delivery
business, but before they would make
that commitment, there was one
condition they wanted me to agree. Dave
and his student were on their way to the
stable to tell me what that was.
They arrived, and we retired to one of
the stalls. I suggested we meet either at
Donut Time or at Dave’s classroom, but
the student (Chris) wanted to meet where
we could be near the horses. When Chris
began to speak, he opened a door for me
upon an unreveal’d truth.
Chris turned
his head and –
noticing which
horse was with us
in the stall –
exclaimed, “Oh!
It’s Pickles!” (In
fact, it was
Scallywag,
disguised as
Pickles.) “She’s
one of the gentle
ones. I like her a
lot.” He turned
back to us and
spoke from the
heart.
“So, Holly,
you can hear my
voice, and you
know what it
means. I’ve got
that ‘gay voice’
we gay men often
have, and mine is
pretty strong. I’ve
got a lisp that
nothing can
change, and all
my sentences
have that
melodious lilt,
that upward
inflection at the
end. I’ve had it all
my life, and it’s
not going away.
“What my
voice does to me
is this: If I am
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sitting quietly in class, I blend in as part
of the group. But as soon as I speak up
to express my opinion, everybody looks
at me and thinks ‘So gay! So fruity! Just
listen to him!’ I could be proposing a
clever solution to a problem we have, or
making some perceptive point that
should earn me the admiration of my
classmates… but, no, you can forget
that. No one hears the content of what I
say. They only hear ‘so gay, so gay!‘
“I can’t tell you how much it has
helped me to be part of Dave’s LGBT
class. They accept me as I am, which has
taken a weight oﬀ my shoulders. But it’s
not just the other LGBT students who
treat me like one of their own. Maybe it’s
silly to make this observation, but the
horses hear what I say… uncritically.
When I’m driving one of the chariots and
give a command, the horses never
hesitate. They don’t stop to judge me;
they hear my meaning and leap to obey.
When I’m with them, there are no barriers
between us.
“So, if you want us to serve as
‘Interns of Ancient Rome,’ then what we
want is this: To be allowed to build a
technologically-advanced Roman war
chariot; to use modern tools and
materials to construct the most deadly
horse-drawn chariot imaginable. One
which – if we still had an Emperor – he
would build dozens like it and use them
to drive away Invading Barbarians. We
know such a chariot will be expensive to
build, but that’s what we’re asking.”
“I hear you, Chris,” I replied. “You
don’t have to tell me twice.”
(To be continued)

Holly Maholm is a transgender
woman living in Cleveland, Ohio. Look
for Volume 2 of What Would a Unicorn
Do? (now available on Amazon) which
contains additional episodes of Holly’s
on-going story of her life among the
unicorns, plus additional articles and a
short story of a transgender woman
confronted by Satan! Send a message
to Holly www.hollymaholm.com.

TRAVEL

GRAB A GETAWAY

Summer Fun in Madison, WI
By Bill Malcolm

Situated on an isthmus between two
large lakes, Madison is perfect for a
weekend getaway. Just a two-plus hour
drive from Chicago, getting there is a
breeze. Madison is perfect for bikers
and walkers, so bring your bike or rent a
B Cycle electric bike. The progressive
city wins award after award. The 40,000
student University of Wisconsin brings
folks from around the world. The city is
also home of the beautiful State Capitol,
which is visible from around town. The
growing influence of the medical
software giant EPIC Corporation also
makes Madison a millennial boomtown.
Look out Denver.
WHAT TO DO
Make your first stop a ride around
the Capitol, State Street, and the UW
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Lakeshore Path along Lake Mendota.
Park your bike at Picnic Point for the
one-mile walk out to the point for
stunning views of the State Capitol, UW
Campus, and city.
Rent a kayak at Brittingham Bay
(http://MadisonBoats.com) and enjoy
the bay and nearby Lake Monona.
Paddleboats and canoes also available
(in addition to a beach).
Ride east on the Lake View Loop to
Olbrich Botanical Gardens (free and
located at 3300 Atwood Avenue) and
enjoy the array of plants and flowers.
Pick up some Wisconsin cheese at
Fromagination on the Square.
Enjoy the prairie wildflowers at the
UW Arboretum and at Owen Park on
the west side.
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Take a swim at BB Clarke Beach
near downtown on Lake Monona or at
James Madison Park on Lake Mendota.
Enjoy the views from the roof of
Monona Terrace, designed by Frank
Lloyd Wright. It serves as the city’s
convention center. You will find his
Prairie style architecture all around town
including at the airport.
NIGHTLIFE
The Shamrock at 117 W. Main right
oﬀ the Capitol Square is a Madison
tradition. Enjoy the new outdoor street
dining and drinking tables. Grab a brat
and tater tots for dinner. Happy hour
every day runs 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Nearby also on the Square is
WOOFS, the hangout of the bear and
leather crowd. The outside chairs are

perfect for enjoying a summer evening.
Do not miss the Sunday beer busts.
Out on the Beltline, just 12 minutes
from downtown is Club V Nightclub and
Showbar. Enjoy a drag show on the
outdoor patio Thursday-Sunday. You
can even reserve a table.
WHERE TO EAT
State Street and Capitol Square
restaurants feature StreetEatery on the
weekends where you can enjoy outdoor
dining.
The Statehouse at the Edgewater
features terrace seating is very good
as is the most casual Boathouse.
Try the salads.
WHERE TO STAY
The Edgewater (1001 Wisconsin
Place, http://
www.theedgewater.com) is right
on the shore of Lake Mendota near
the campus and downtown and
features stunning views of the Lake,
a pier side restaurant (The Boat
House), a great restaurant (The
State House), and more. Ceiling-towall windows make the views even
better from the Wisconsin Building.
Work out at their gym. Watch the
sunsets. Enjoy the boats parked at
their pier. Being right on Lake
Mendota, it really does not get any
better on a hot summer day.
GETTING THERE
Madison is just over a two-plus
hour drive from Chicago. The city is
also served by Dane County
Regional Airport. You will not need a
car if you stay on the (Capitol)
Square in the downtown area.
COVID
Masks are required indoors in
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Madison and surrounding Dane County.
Restaurants are open with capacity
restrictions in eﬀect so most dining is
now outside. Hotels are open. However,
many special events are cancelled
which means hotel rates are unusually
low with bargains to be had.
PLAN YOUR VISIT
For more information, read Our
Lives (http://
www.ourlivesmadison.com), the city’s
LGBTQ publication. The OutReach
LGBTQ Community Center also puts
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out a calendar and guide.
Visit Madison is also full of trip
planning ideas (http://
www.visitMadison.com).
You will not run out of things to do
in this lake-oriented, bike-friendly city. It
is the only city on an isthmus.
Bill Malcolm is a native of Madison
but now resides in Indianapolis. This
syndicated column has or does appear
in select LGBTQ publications around
the country.

NEWS

OUTspoken—Chicago’s
Monthly LGBTQ Storytelling
Night Celebrates 6 Years!
August 4, 2020

In order to promote social
distancing, the 7th year of
OUTspoken will start with a very
special Zoom Outspoken for viewers
to tune in from around the city and

Federal Judge Hears Second
Round of Oral Arguments in
Case of Two-Year-Old Daughter
of Married Same-Sex Couple
Treated as “Born Out of
Wedlock”

A federal judge in Atlanta heard
oral arguments in a case brought by
Immigration Equality, Lambda Legal,
and pro bono counsel Morgan Lewis
against the U.S. State Department
for refusing to recognize the
citizenship from birth of Simone
Mize-Gregg, the two-year-old
daughter of U.S. citizens, Derek
Mize and Jonathan Gregg. The
State Department’s policy treats the
children of same-sex married
couples as “born out of wedlock,”
and then denies that they are
citizens.
“It’s difficult to hear the
government arguments about our
daughter as though the concrete
injuries we have endured as a family
and continue to endure do not
matter,” said Derek Mize and
Jonathan Gregg. “The government
wants to dismiss our case and set up
our daughter for a lifetime of unfair
treatment. Of course, we will do
everything we can to prevent that,
and keep fighting on our daughter’s
behalf. We pray every day the court
will do the right thing for Simone.”
The oral arguments focused on a
motion to dismiss by the federal
government given the grant of legal
permanent residency to Simone
Mize-Gregg. The Court previously
heard oral arguments in this case in
May 2020, focusing on plaintiffs’
motion for partial summary judgment
in the case arguing that the
Department of State’s actions
violated the text and structure of the
Immigration and Nationality Act.
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around the world: Tuesday August 4
at 7PM on Zoom. Four storytellers
will take the virtual stage and share
their stories on August 4: Channyn
Lynn Parker, Janet Anne, Shane
Hendrix, and Mae Flores.
This Zoom OUTspoken will be
hosted by Kim L. Hunt and David
Fink. This show is curated by current
OUTspoken curator and Moth Grand
Slam Winner Archy Jamjun.
OUTspoken stories from the past
six years are now featured in the hit
new podcast: On the Mic:
OUTspoken LGBTQ+ Storytelling at
Sidetrack. The podcast can be found
wherever you find your podcasts and
is produced by Devlyn Camp.

OUTspoken is a monthly LGBTQ+
storytelling event usually presented at
Sidetrack, 3349 North Halsted in
Chicago. And while all stories do not
have sexuality or gender identity as
their focus, all stories are told from
the perspective of LGBTQ+ persons
or their close allies. Storytellers vary
month to month. It is the mission of
OUTspoken to whenever possible
present the most diverse cast
possible.
Audience members are
encouraged to RSVP “going” on the
event page https://
www.facebook.com/events/
1331510856952670 The Zoom event
password will be shared on the event
page 24 hours prior to the event.

“As the court recognized in
today’s arguments, the Department
of State’s treatment of married
same-sex couples, more generally,
and of Derek, Jonny, and their
daughter Simone, more specifically,
is vexing,” said Omar GonzalezPagan, Senior Attorney at Lambda
Legal. “No family should have to
face the fear and uncertainty of
having their child’s citizenship status
be in limbo. Supreme Court case law
has made clear that the State
Department cannot treat married
same-sex couples and their children
as second-class citizens. The
Department of State’s actions in this
case are unmoored from the law and
the constitution.”
The oral arguments also come
after a federal judge in Maryland
ruled on June 17th that Kessem
Kiviti, daughter of same-sex married
couple Roee and Adiel Kiviti, has
been a U.S. citizen from birth.
Kessem’s fathers are also both U.S.
citizens, who were told by the State
Department that their daughter was
not a citizen because she was not
biologically related to both of her
parents. Immigration Equality,
Lambda Legal, and pro bono
counsel also represented the Kiviti
family in their case against the U.S.
State Department, which was filed in
September 2019.
“The State Department’s
position that children born during the
course of a marriage are actually
born ‘out of wedlock’ is absurd, in
stark contrast to statutory law, and
unconstitutional,” said Aaron C.
Morris, Executive Director of
Immigration Equality. "The State
Department should change its
discriminatory policy immediately.
And, until it does, we will continue to
fight for the dignity and protection of
children like Simone.”
Derek Mize and Jonathan Gregg
are a same-sex couple who married
in New York in 2015. They had their
daughter Simone via surrogacy in
England in 2018, and both fathers
are listed on her birth certificate.
When they applied for recognition of

her U.S. citizenship, the U.S.
consulate in London rejected their
application. Because only one of
Simone’s fathers has a biological
connection to her, the State
Department is disregarding Jonathan
and Derek’s marriage and is treating
Simone as though she was born out
of wedlock, a classification which
requires more stringent requirements
for recognition of her citizenship.
The Immigration and Nationality Act
states that children of married U.S.
citizens born abroad are U.S.
citizens from birth so long as one of
their parents has lived in the U.S. at
some point, but the State
Department routinely denies that
right to same-sex couples and their
marital children. While different-sex
couples are automatically presumed
to both be parents of their children,
same-sex couples are subjected to
invasive questioning about how they
brought their child into their family,
and because one parent is not a
biological parent, they are treated as
if they are not married, and their
children are not recognized as
citizens unless the biological parent
can meet additional criteria.
The lawsuit Mize-Gregg v.
Pompeo was filed July 29, 2019 in
the U.S. District Court for the
Northern District of Georgia.
Handling the case are Omar
Gonzalez-Pagan, Karen Loewy, and
Tara Borelli for Lambda Legal; Aaron
C. Morris for Immigration Equality,
and lawyers from the law firm
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP.
Learn more about Lambda
Legal’s Mize v. Pompeo: https://
www.lambdalegal.org/in-court/
cases/mize-v-pompeo
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online Tuesday
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BOUNCY LIKE A BEACH BALL,
MONCTON’S RYAN MAYNARD
SHARES “SUMMER SUN
(Nothin’ on You)”

Canadian pop singer/songwriter
Ryan Maynard is soaking up that
“Summer Sun (Nothin’ on You)” with
the release of his new single —
available now!
A timely preview to his
forthcoming sophomore album,
Matter of Time — an upbeat pop
explosion with contemporary

DANNY GOO EXCLUSIVELY
PREMIERES NEW SINGLE
“BETTER OFF”

There's something both
otherworldly and immediately
relatable about the atmosphere the
Dallas native, Danny Goo conjures.
Goo has announced that he is signing
to Atoned Music, and is exclusively
premiering his first release under his
new home "Better Off" via The Noise!
Spin the track, produced by longtime
collaborator, Jojo Centineo, here.

BOY BECOMES HERO
SHARES NEW SINGLE
"FLEXIBILITY"

Boy Becomes Hero new single
"Flexibility" premiering last week
exclusively with The Noise. The single
is taken from the band's upcoming
sophomore record Escape Artist, due
for a September 25th release.
Explaining the upcoming concept
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electronic sounds set for release this
August — the video for “Summer Sun
(Nothin’ on You)” was shot entirely on
an iPhone 11 Pro at L’Aboiteau Beach
across two picture-perfect days.
“This song was inspired by our
east coast’s beauty during such a
beautiful season,” he shares of the
origins behind the track. “And now, it’s
even better as restrictions are being
lifted and people are starting to
emerge from quarantine to be with
their loved ones.
The album follows suit, Maynard
shares. “Matter of Time speaks to the
2020 timeline of our world. I hope to
bring an optimistic outlook to people
through music, and give everyone
something to smile about.
“With so much going on, I wanted
to give people something they can
dance to,” he adds. “Something that
will help them forget about their
problems.”
‘Something to dance to’ is a theme
the Montreal-born, Moncton-based

multi-faceted artist repeatedly does
more than just deliver on; through his
work as a DJ, karaoke host, Pride
event performer, singing competition
creator and host, and more, he’s
become ubiquitously known for his
unique brand of high-energy, allencompassing performances.
Having technically fashioned his
start as a kid with the help of toy
recorders, Maynard quickly honed his
personal and impassioned pop vision
through songwriting and collaborating
with producers from around the world.
The results include his 2018
breakthrough debut, Welcome to
Utopia, which stacked three New
Brunswick Music Award nominations
— including Solo Recording of the
Year, Visual Identity of the Year, and
Fan Favourite — and 2020’s followup
LP Matter of Time.
“Summer Sun (Nothin’ on You)” is
available now.
Matter of Time is available August
2020.

"Sometimes in life we want things
that aren't always what's best for us
and sometimes we find ourselves in a
situation where we are faced with
letting go of something, or even
someone that we love because deep
down we know its what's best for you
as an individual. This inner battle
between holding onto someone you
love versus realizing that you would
be better off without them is a tough
reality to accept littered with
uncertainty and a fear of being alone.
'Better Off' depicts what I went through
when I realized deep down my partner
wasn't right for me but was still filled
with so many feelings for them. It's
hard to love someone so much, but
know deep down they don't have what
it takes to be what you need. 'Better
Off' is my way of coping with this sad
truth," shares Danny.
Danny Goo is a rising star amidst
a new generation of indie artists
who transcend genre. His charming
vocals blend plainspoken
emotional vulnerability with intimate
album, a prelude to
2019's Reverie, Boy Becomes
Hero shares with The Noise, "'Escape
Artist' is a story that follows Amatera
(the antagonist from Reverie), a man
who is lost in an ever changing mental
state. His story begins at a breaking
point for change, mislead by a corrupt
leader, resulting in a devastating loss.
Cast out to sea, Amatera finds himself
captive by a Siren's song. With
the help of Ninjen (Garret Rapp) and
Ajna (Jonny Craig), our hero is able to
heal and plan an overtaking of the
Siren's ship in order to find restitution.
The end of this album ties right into
"Abstraction" from Reverie. A Deluxe
Edition will be available next year with
a few songs re-imagined
from Reverie, where our characters
from both albums' stories
collide. Escape Artist is kind of a
horror album; you'll really be able to

minimalist pop and soothing
postmodern R&B. Central Track wrote
that Danny's music possesses the
earmarks of alternative R&B while
embodying a nexus of emo, cloud rap,
and dream pop.
Listeners who discovered Danny
via SoundCloud, Emo Nite, and on
bills with Emotional Xan, Boyfriendz,
and Sleye are the same dedicated
listeners drawn to artists such as Lil
Lotus. The energy of Warped Tour, the
passion of pop-punk, and the
confessional balladry of R&B are all
here. Seamlessly blending seemingly
disparate genres into a smooth and
broad reaching sound that's as vibrant
and dynamic as it is unique, Danny
Goo is on a simple mission to spread
peace, love and positivity. Take a seat,
take a sip, and take it in.
To keep up with Danny Goo, visit:
https://www.instagram.com/
itsdannygoo/
https://twitter.com/itsdannygoo
https://www.facebook.com/
itsdannygoo/
hear that. It makes its way musically
with our characters moving from dark
to light. Jonathan Gearing jumping on
board this time really steps things up a
notch with the programming and
Andreas Magnusson really killed it
with the mix. There's a whole lot of
Garret on here too. I can't wait for
everyone to really dig into this."
Boy Becomes Hero is a posthardcore outfit from Michigan created
by Andrew Brittingham (multiinstrumentalist, vocalist) that delivers
thrashing anthems and melodic
breakdowns. Boy Becomes Hero, with
a partnership with To Write Love On
Her Arms, is dedicated to creating a
musical experience across the posthardcore scene while raising
awareness for depression, self-harm,
addiction and suicide.
Fans can pre-save "Flexibility"
now at http://show.co/liJd8kk
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GRAB A CAR

GRAB A HAIRCUT

AVIS/BUDGET
(Car, Mini Van & SUV Rentals)
773-528-6400 - 3721 N. Broadway

GRAB A CART
BEATNIX • 773-281-3214

3400 N. Halsted

CUPIDS TREASURES/
LEATHER SPORT • 773-348-3884
3507 N. Halsted

CHICAGO MALE SALON
773-281-6005 • 3418 N. Halsted

LESBIAN COMMUNITY CANCER
PROJECT (LCCP) 773-561-4662

FLASHES HAIR DESIGN
773-472-3355 • 3740 N. Broadway

NEW TOWN ALANO CLUB
773-529-0321

SLADES BARBER SHOP
773-880-9858 • 3314 N. Halsted

OAK PARK AREA LESBIAN AND
GAY ASSOCIATION • Oak Park, IL
708-557-3003

GRAB HELP

PLEASURE CHEST •
3023 N. Broadway - 773-880-9280
3436 N. Lincoln Ave - 773-525-7151
UNABRIDGED BOOKSTORE •
3251 N. Broadway - 773-883-9119

AIDS FOUNDATION 200 W. Jackson Blvd #2100 312-922-2322
AIDS HOTLINE (ILLINOIS) 800-AID-AIDS (800-243-2437)

GRAB CLOTHES
BROWN ELEPHANT - SHOPS •

Andersonville - 5404 N. Clark
773-271-9382
Lakeview - 3020 N. Lincoln Ave
773-549-5943
Oak Park - 217 Harrison Street
708-445-0612

ANDERSONVILLE CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE - 773-728-2995
ASIANS/FRIENDS OF CHICAGO 312-409-1573
BROADWAY YOUTH CENTER 773-388-1600
CENTER ON HALSTED
3653 N. Halsted - 773-472-6469

CRAM FASHION • 773-477-1737
3331 N. Broadway
EGOIST • 773-857-0882
3739 N. Halsted
FK - FULL KIT GEAR •
773-657-8000 - 5021 N. Clark
LEATHER 6410 •
773-508-0900 - 6410 N. Clark
MEN’S ROOM •
773-857-0907 - 3420 N. Halsted
ZEGLIO - CUSTOM CLOTHIERS •
773-525-6199 - 3341 N. Broadway

GRAB A DOCTOR
ADAM J COHEN, MD
PLASTIC SURGERY & MEDISPA
847-834-0390 • 2845 N. Sheridan #903

CHICAGO ANTI-BASHING
NETWORK - 888-471-0874
CHICAGO COMMISSION ON
HUMAN RELATIONS 312-744-4111
CHICAGO HOUSE
1925 N. Clybourn - 773-248-5200
CHICAGO WOMEN’S AIDS
PROJECTNorth Office: 6363 N. Broadway 773-262-5566
South Office: 2317 E 71st St.
773-955-8709
CITY OF CHICAGO DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE HOTLINE 877-863-6338
CONGREGATION Or CHADASH 773-271-2148

ROBERT JAMES FINK, M.D.
ORTHOPAEDIC SURGEON
GOLD COAST ORTHOPAEDIC
312-654-8800 7200 N. Western Ave
Convenient Location!!!
goldcoastorthopaedic.com

DIGNITY CHICAGO -312-458-9438
EDGE ALLIANCE - 773-935-4663
EQUALITY ILLINOIS 773-477-7173

TOM KLARQUIST, M.D.
AMG PROGRESSIVE MEDICAL
GROUP • 773-296-5090
3000 N. Halsted #509

GLSEN - 312-409-1835
HEARTLAND ALLIANCE
773-907-0367

MK CHIROPRACTIC
DR DONALD MASON 312-291-8277 711 W. North Ave Suite 201
NORTHSTAR HEALTHCARE
773-296-2400 - 2835 N. Sheffield
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GL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 773-303-0167

HOWARD BROWN HEALTH
CENTER - 773-388-1600

MAN UP MEDICAL
773-305-3300 • 916 W. Belmont
www.ManUpMedical.com

GRAB HELP

HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN 312-252-0012
LAKEVIEW EAST CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE - 773-348-8608
LAMBA LEGAL - 312-663-4413

August 4, 2020

PARENTS, FAMILIES & FRIENDS
OF GAYS & LESBIANS (PFLAG) 773-472-3079
PRIDE CHICAGO (Pride Parade
Organizers) - 773-348-8243
QUARE SQUARE COLLECTIVE
(Nonprofit for queer artists of color)
www.quare2collective.org
RAINBOW SASH MOVEMENT
JMurray@RCN.COM
ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
3857 N. Kostner - 773-725-9026
TEST POSITIVE AWARE
NETWORK (TPAN) •
5537 N. Broadway - 773-989-9400
UNITY LUTHERN CHICAGO
1212 W. Balmoral - 773-878-4747

GRAB A LAWYER
ROBERT LEYSHON - 312-782-2308
Attorney at Law, Personal Injury
ROGER V. MCCAFFREY-BOSS
312-263-8800 - 33 N. Dearborn
Street #800

GRAB A MOP
CHESTNUT ORGANIZING &
CLEANING SERVICE 312-332-5575

GRAB A VIDEO
BANANA VIDEO - 773-561-8322
4923 N. Clark

To Place an ad in GRAB
Magazine contact us today
at 773-857-2262

FIND
GRAB
MAGAZINE
ONLINE AT
WWW.GRABCHICAGO.COM
WWW.GRABCHICAGO.COM
WWW.GRABCHICAGO.COM
WWW.GRABCHICAGO.COM

GRAB A DRINK

GRAB A DRINK

16 @MOSPHERE • 773-784-1100
5
6
26
15
24
20
27
49
67
51
3
10
31
8
68
29
71
44
2
48
13
70
1

5355 N. Clark
2ND STORY BAR • 312-923-9536
157 E. Ohio
BATON SHOW LOUNGE
312-644-5269 • 4713 N. Broadway
BERLIN • 773-348-4975
954 W. Belmont
BIG CHICKS • 773-728-5511
5024 N. Sheridan
BOBBY LOVES • 773-525-1200
3729 N. Halsted
CELL BLOCK • 773-665-8064
3702 N. Halsted
CHARLIES • 773-871-8887
3726 N. Broadway
CLOSET • 773-477-8533
3325 N. Broadway
ELIXIR ANDERSONVILLE
773-975-9244 1509 W. Balmoral
ELIXIR LOUNGE 773-975-9244
3452 N. Halsted
FANTASY NIGHTCLUB
773-325-2233 • 3641 N. Halsted
GRANVILLE ANVIL
773-973-0006 • 1137 W. Granville
HYDRATE • 773-975-9244
3458 N. Halsted
JACKHAMMER • 773-743-5772
6406 N. Clark
JEFFERY PUB • 773-363-8555
7041 S. Jeffery Blvd
L.J’s (Little Jims) • 773-871-6116
3501 N. Halsted
LIPS • 312-815-2662
2229 S. Michigan Ave
LUCKY HORSESHOE
773-404-3169 • 3169 N. Halsted
MANHANDLER • 773-871-3339
1948 N. Halsted
MARTYS MARTINI BAR •
773-561-6425 • 1511 W Balmoral
MARYS ATTIC •
773-784-6969 5400 N. Clark
MEETING HOUSE TAVERN •
773-696-4211 • 5025 N. Clark
RAVENSWOOD TAP •
773-528-3253 • 1829 W. Montrose

35 REPLAY • 773-975-9244

3439 N. Halsted
58 ROGERS PARK SOCIAL
6920 N. Glenwood
• 773-281-3355
34 ROSCOES
3356 N. Halsted

38 SCARLET • 773-348-1053
3320 N. Halsted
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•
63 PROGRESS
773-697-9268 • 3359 N. Halsted
SHAKERS ON CLARK •

45 773-327-5969 3160 N. Clark
SIDETRACK • 773-477-9189

39 3349 N. Halsted

52 SOFO Tap • 773-784-7636
4923 N. Clark
SPLASH • 773-904-7338

69 3339 N. Halsted

THE CALL • 773-334-2525
12 1547 W. Bryn Mawr

53 BANANA VIDEO 773-561-8322
4923 N. Clark
RAM BOOKSTORE &

28 ARCADE 773-525-9528
3511 N. Halsted
40 STEAMWORKS BATHHOUSE
773-929-6080 • 3246 N. Halsted

SUBURBAN BARS
BOXERS N’ BRIEFS •
55 Four Corners Ln
618-332-6141 (Centreville, IL)

THE NORTH END •

CLUB KRAVE •
13126 Western Ave
708-597-8379 (Blue Island, IL)

TOUCHE • 773-465-7400
6412 N. Clark

DICKS RU CRAZEE •
1221 E. 150TH ST
219-852-0222 (Hammond, IN)

GRAB A BITE

MANEUVERS •
118 E. Jefferson St.
815-727-7069 (Joliet, IL)

23 773-477-7999 • 3733 N. Halsted
7

GRAB A TOWEL

21 F.O’MAHONY’S • 773-549-0226
3701 N. Broadway
14 HAMBURGER MARY’S
773-784-6969 • 5400 N. Clark
KIT KAT LOUNGE & SUPPER
22 CLUB • 773-525-1111
3700 N. Halsted
Open Daily 5:30pm-2am
LARK • 773-799-8968
32 3441 N. Halsted
NOOKIES • 773-248-9888
36 3334 N. Halsted
CLOSED FOR REMODELING
RED ROVER CAFE/CONN'S
61 CATERING • 773-262-0414
1535 W. Devon Ave
REPLAY ANDERSONVILLE
67 773-654-1369 • 5358 N. Clark
WOOD • 773-935-9663
43 3335 N. Halsted
To Place an ad in GRAB
Magazine contact us today
at 773-857-2262

CULTURE
ON HALSTED
25 CENTER
3656 N Halsted • 773-472-6469
GERBER/HART LIBRARY
11 AND ARCHIVES •
6500 N. Clark 773-381-8030
ARCHIVES &
9 LEATHER
MUSEUM • 6418 N. Greenview
773-761-9200

GRAB SLEEP
BEST WESTERN PLUS

33 HAWTHORNE 773-244-3434
3434 N Broadway St
August 4, 2020

THE OFFICE •
513 E. State Street
815-965-0344 (Rockford, IL)

To Place your BAR in this section
of GRAB Magazine Call Today
773-857-2262

PICK UP GRAB IN
OTHER CITIES
CALIFORNIA
Street Bar - 760-320-1266
224 E. Arenas Road, Palm Springs
INDIANA
Gregs Indy- 317-638-8138
231 E. 16th St, Indianapolis (Bar)
The Club Indianapolis-317-635-5796
620 N. Capitol Ave (Bathhouse)
MICHIGAN
Dunes Resort - 269-857-1401
333 Blue Star Highway, Douglas
FIVE 15 - 248-515-2551
515 S. Washington, Royal Oak (Bar)
MISSOURI (ST LOUIS)
Club St. Louis - 314-533-3666
2625 Samuel Shepard Dr (Bathhouse)
Rehab Bar & Grill - 314-652-3700
4054 Choteau Ave (Bar)
OHIO
The Club Columbus- 614-291-0049
795 West 5th Avenue (Bathhouse)
WASHINGTON DC
DIK Bar - 202-328-0100
1637 17th Street NW
Annie’s Paramount Steakhouse 202-232-0395 1609 17th Street NW

GRAB CLASSIFIEDS
CLEANING SERVICES
CHESTNUT ORGANIZING &
CLEANING SERVICE 312-332-5575. We are a home and
office house cleaning service. But
more importantly, we are also an
organizing/cleaning service for
people who need that service
because of their depression, chronic
or long term illness or disabilities,
the elderly, the deceased and much
more. We are never judgemental;
we’ve already seen and done worse
than your home currently is. For
more information about us, see us:
www.ChestnutCleaning.com
or please call 312-332-5575. With
your help, we can help you.

HELP WANTED
STYLIST FOR CRAM
FASHION Join Chicago’s Premier
Men’s Boutique: Cram Fashion is
accepting applications for energetic,
determined, and fashionable
candidates who have an eye for
fashion and knowledge of current
trends, must have weekend, evening,
and some holiday availability, and a
minimum of 2 years retail/customer
service experience or coursework in
the retail management/fashion
business fields are preferred.
Opportunity for growth is available
within the company. Please e-mail
your cover letter and resume to
crammanager@gmail.com

SALES MEN/WOMEN -

HELP WANTED

GRAB Magazine is currently
seeking motivated Sales Reps. This
STEAMWORKS - Come work at
is a sales commission position. Email
the hottest club in town. Steamworks your resume today to
is accepting applications for all
GrabStacy@gmail.com
positions and shifts. Stop by and fill
out an application at 3246 N. Halsted.

RECOVERY

MALE DANCERS WANTED;
The Lucky Horseshoe Lounge 3169
N. Halsted. Open Auditions every
Tuesday at 7pm. 21+ I.D. Required.

STRUGGLING WITH
CRYSTAL METH? We can help.

Crystal Meth Anonymous (CMA)
Chicago. info@cmachicago.org
312-600-5590
www.cmachicago.org

Be sure to
download
the next issue
of GRAB for an
Interview with
Chicks frontwoman
Natalie Maines
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BODYWORK
HOT, SEXY, FIT, Affectionate,
Passionate, Energetic, Strong
Hands, Naturally Smooth,
Relaxing, Indulging Erotic
Bodyworker! Book Appointments
Now 773-991-8728.

Place your
Classified ad
on this page
for as little
as
$15 per
Issue!
EmailToday!
GrabStacy@gmail.com

Online
www.GrabChicago.com
Tuesday
August 18th, 2020
August 4, 2020

